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SLOW PLAY WILL BE PERMITTED 


Introduction 


ne of the unintended benefits of writing a book about the 
comic abnormality of golf is that you can start to crowdsource 
your bit.1. Every Thursday morning in which a physio laid on top of 
one of the best players in the world trying to work out a deactivated 
spine or a +8 handicap hit a 3-wood off a turfed hospitality tent, a 


dozen folks would tweet at me with screenshots and videos. 


This delighted me, of course, because all of this started as a stupid 
little bit, almost a Trojan horse to talk about everything I actually 
wanted to talk about that was too silly for a column or too long for yet 
another Rory thinkpiece. However, I also felt a twinge in my stomach 
every time I saw one of these tweets because as 2022 progressed, I 
wasn’t entirely sure I was going to write the follow-up book. Even as 
I type these words, I’m still uncertain. 

I wanted to write it all along,” but we need to back up to last Decem- 
ber to discuss why the entire project was in jeopardy. 

Normal Sport Vol. I didn’t begin until after a vacation I took after 
the 2021 (or 2020 or whatever it was) Ryder Cup. I’d toyed with the 
idea before deciding to dive into it on a trip home from Colorado. I 
had no idea what to expect or even what it was going to be like. The 
next 60 days felt hallucinogenic. I wrote 70,000 words in eight weeks, 
1. As an aside: Everything written in this book is by me, Kyle Porter, unless otherwise noted. 


2. And did not at all feel any pressure from Soly saying that he was looking forward to the 
next 25 of these on the NLUpod last summer. 
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and my wife and I edited it down while Normal Sport illustrator Jason 
Page formatted, designed, and held everything together. We also built 
a website and launched the product, and by the end of it I thought I 
was going to die. Then things got worse. 

In January, I got a middling case of Covid that knocked out a body 
that was already teetering because of how much stress I’d put on it in 
November and December. Despite a tough week or two, by the end 
of January I felt as if I was mostly back to full strength. However, in 
February and for the next few months I started experiencing some 
bizarre heart and chest issues that were later diagnosed as pericarditis. 
It was a legitimately terrifying time in my life. And while ve gotten 
mostly better over the course of 2022, it was not difficult for me to 
draw a throughline from my lack of health at the end of 2021 to my 
physical struggles in 2022. I didn’t want to do any of that again, and 
I didn’t want to rob my kids and our family of time in the fall when 
golf is not as important. 

So my solution to all of this—and the only reason I decided to run 
it back—was to ask some writers and editors I love reading (and who 
I’ve always wanted to work with) if they were interested in participat- 
ing. Because they said yes, I was able to set a healthier schedule for 
everyone and a more reasonable timeline for production. The result 
was that we were able to physically print the book this time around 
and create a better operational structure.’ 

I have not talked or written about this entire experience publicly, 
but I wanted to do so here for two reasons. The first is to express my 
gratitude to the men and women who worked so hard on this book 
this year. I love their voices and their creativity, and honestly I just 
tremendously enjoy being part of a team like this where everybody is 
really good at their role. I can say it was far more enjoyable to work on 


this project with them than it was to do it alone.‘ 


3. Although I'm not sure I solved the timeline problem. 
4. Believe that is the entire thesis of Normal Sport I Ch. 10: Only Event. 
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The second reason I wanted to disclose something so personal is to 
encourage those of you reading this book to rest. To seek sabbath. To 
enjoy life. To not grind yourself into the ground. I’ve found that many 
(though not all) folks interested in golf are often part of the obsessive, 
high-achieving, Type A, ’'m-going-to-figure-out-how-to-color-code- 
my-Google-calendar-damn-it crowd,’ of which I am a resident. That 
was how last year’s book went,’ and it was costly. 

The irony is that in my weakness, this project became stronger. 
That’s something I’m proud of and excited about. An unexpected gift. 
Normal Sport is nothing more than a dumb Twitter joke that has 
turned into two books, but its existence as a gateway to reading DJ. 
Piehowski on LIV, Joel Beall on St. Andrews, and Claire Rogers on 
Gold Boy is a great thing. 

Making beautiful artifacts is the epicenter of my desire as a writer. 
It is my singular goal. And while that can happen (and sometimes 
does) in the form of a tweet or a take or a 10-paragraph column, 
there’s nothing like a book. There’s nothing like consuming some- 
thing that was crafted with hours and hours of care that can’t be 
updated or amended. 

On the morning of the final round of The Open this year, Beall 
and I went on a walkabout in St. Andrews with Sean Martin. We saw 
all the stuff you’re supposed to see when you go to St. Andrews. We 
stood in the shadow of what’s left of the Castle of St. Andrews, which 
was built in 1200 A.D. Three-hundred years before the Renaissance. 
Bight-hundred years before Doak built Renaissance Club. 

That trip encouraged me to build things that last. And while ’m 
under no illusion that Pll ever construct anything that is as relevant 
eight (much less 800) years from now as it is today, writing this book 


and doing so with a collection of creatives who are committed to 


5. If this is not you and you think this entire sentence is psychotic, bless your composition 
and know that it was necessary to include so that everyone else felt seen. 

6. Go back and listen to the NLU pod I did promoting the book. Porath texted me that day 
and said, “You sound like death!” 
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making something delightful is a representation of all I’ve ever wanted 
to do. And I’m grateful—more so than ever—that I’m healthy and 
able enough to do it. 


Let’s begin. 


Characters 


or better and for worse, so much of how we all experience golf 
and the way it unfolds on the global stage is through Twitter.’ 
Many of us—not just the contributors to this book—either became 
friends or built relationships by (I know how ridiculous this is about 
to sound) our shared passion for making memes about how many 
green jackets Spieth actually has or what Scottie Scheffler’s birth 


certificate really says. 


The implication here is two-fold. Many of us have been galvanized 
around and even emboldened by (in good ways!) the little online 
world we have all laid a few bricks to build. We don’t always agree with 
each other, but community is community, and we’re all in it together 
whether we say that aloud or not.® This book is a peek into that bizarre 
but also (hopefully!) entertaining world. 

The other implication, and the one that indeed undergirds the 
concept of the book to begin with, is that many of those jokes and quips 
about specific events and tournaments have been lost to the black hole 
that online content gets sucked into shortly after it is created. This 
book is an attempt to both reconstruct the way we experienced the 
year on Golf Twitter™ (with our own in-person adventures thrown in 
along the way) as well as to preserve some of the amazing one-liners 


and threads that don’t have a home outside of Elon’s servers. 


7. At least for now! 
8. There's a very specific “Oh, you were at the 2016 Masters, too” look that exists here. 
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What follows is a non-exhaustive list of the recurring characters 
yowll see throughout this book. I won’t list the writers of Normal 
Sport Vol. [here because you'll get to us along the way. These are the 
folks who didn’t contribute but whose material we documented either 


for its brilliance, for its humor or, in some cases, for both. 


Chris Solomon or Soly (@nolayingup): The OG of Golf Twitter™ 
and somebody whose ability to recall specific moments or certain 
events I am in awe of. He is perhaps low-key the best interviewer in 


golf. Also, a very good friend who I wish I got to see more often. 


Sean Martin or SMartin (@pgatoursmartin): One of my favor- 
ite friends to spend time with at Tour events and somebody whose 
knowledge, insight, and wisdom far exceeds his audience’s admira- 


tion of it. 


Dylan Dethier (@dylan_dethier): A star. One of the best writers 
and reporters in golf and somebody who I love hanging out with and 
talking to on the road. If the whole “kind, good looking, great writer, 
and fun hang” thing wasn’t enough, he’s also like a +2 handicap. Very 


cool. 


Sean Zak (@sean_zak): A sounding board for all my Wisconsin QB 
jokes and bad Big Ten humor. Sean lived in St. Andrews this summer 
(not jealous), and, because of an ill-advised tweet earlier in the year, 


nearly had to walk into the North Sea after Rory lost The Open. 


Dan Rapaport (@daniel_rapaport): He played a leading role in our 
world in 2022 and wrote several bangers throughout. I respect his 
grind out on the Tour on a week to week basis and a round we shared 


at Elie doubled as my favorite of the year. 
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Tron Carter (@troncarternlu): The Takesmith. The Abraham of 
take-makers. The rest of our takes are simply descendants of his. Also, the 


Trap Draw rules. 


Kevin Van Valkenburg or KVV (@kvanvalkenburg): A writing 
Sherpa and a lifelong friend. When I think about this job, I think 
about the golf shots and the trips, yeah, but what I really remember 
are nights like we had in Boston this year when we stayed up too 
late and all of a sudden KVV is impersonating Ben Crenshaw talking 
about how he has a good feeling about Rory shooting 64 on a USS. 


Open course on Sunday. Histrionics. 


Justin Ray or JRay (@justinraygolf): The statistical goat. Not only 
brilliant with his spreadsheets and his questions but also always gen- 
erous with his time, research, and opinions. A fellow Baseball Refer- 


ence-er for life. 


Andy Johnson (@andytfe): I’m not sure there’s anyone I’ve learned 
more about golf from over the last five years than Andy. As cerebral as 
he is on course architecture, he’s maybe even better on the pro game. 
While I often find myself disagreeing with what he says,° I always 


respect the way he arrives at his opinions. 


Shane Bacon (@shanebacon): As smooth and talented as he is at 
his job (nobody I know talks about golf as well as Shane does), he’s an 
even better friend and the best and most encouraging golf partner you 


could possibly have.” 


Brendan Porath (@brendanporath): Outside of Finau and Webb, 
the only place I can go with four-kid probs. Somebody who always 
9. Spieth is “just another guy!” 


10. “I just hit a cut 3-wood 295 into the wind on a hole that runs right to left, but hey great 
shot there [on a drive that dribbles 190 up the right side].” 
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reminds me to stop and drink it all in for how in the world can this be 


the thing we get to do. 


Shane Ryan (@shaneryanhere): Perhaps the funniest and also most 
talented writer I know. I learn something from him every single time 


we're together. 


A Note on LIV 


by: Kyle Porter 


WV: ate you so obsessed with LIV? By constantly talking 
about it you give it more attention than you even realize. 
This was a common question and statement I (and many of us) 
received throughout 2022. The answer now is the same as it’s been 


all year: This is the most consequential thing that’s happened in golf 


since Tiger Woods turned pro. 


How we should talk about LIV in this book is a discussion we 
had several times in our preparation to write. There was no clear 
answer because everywhere LIV goes, ambiguity follows. Perhaps 
this is simply the plight of startups—I’m actually sympathetic toward 
unconventional methods and the pitfalls they bring about given my 
own unconventional path into this current line of work—or perhaps 
that ambiguity is the unintended consequence of a few individuals 
near the top of the org chart on the LIV side. 

Regardless, much like Bryson in 2021, LIV was the throughline of 
the golf season. Just as it was nearly impossible to talk about golf in 


2021 without at least referencing the Bryson Revolution," it became 


11. Which was fairly short-lived, it seems. 
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equally difficult to talk about anything in golf in 2022 without at least 
a nod toward LIV. 

Acknowledgement is not the same as affirmation, though. We all 
have different viewpoints of what LIV is and what it’s trying to accom- 
plish, and hopefully that stands out in the writing. I probably fall more 
on the open-minded side of things among our writers, though I still 
have many, many issues with the way it came about, what it represents, 
and what it could mean for the future of golf. We sprinkled these in 
throughout and, at times, because our travels took us to LIV events, 
focused in on them. 

While we tossed around ideas such as completely separating LIV 
from everything else in the book, a choose-your-own-adventure-type 
book in which you could read a LIV-free version of what happened or 
a LIV-only version, but in the end we decided to just tell the story of 
LIV and professional golf in 2022 as we experienced it. 

What was interesting about this, at least for me, is how much my 
view evolved. This was probably always going to happen given how 
quickly LIV moved and established itself, but my opinion on May 
30 was very different from my opinion on October 30. Though this 
will continue to happen at some level as LIV moves into the future, I 
doubt opinion will change with the rapidity it did this year. 

I won’t spoil the LIV conclusions I (and we) come to throughout 
the book, but I do want to note just how much I struggled to get my 
mind (and in some ways, my heart) wrapped around everything that 
happened this year. I was often accused of being a PGA Tour, uh, 
sympathizer (to put it less explicitly than some did), because of the 
way I framed LIV, the PGA Tour, and LIV vs. the PGA Tour. I don’t 
know if that was fair but it at least wasn’t an unreasonable position 
for folks to take given my relationships and affiliations, even if the 
language around these accusations could have been a bit less harsh. 

The thing about LIV and the PGA Tour is that even if the Tour 


(which I currently cover) disappears over the next few years, it’s not as 
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if there won't be professional golf to write on or talk about. What I’m 
more concerned about than the PGA Tour’s long-term existence or 
LIV’s takeover is the splintering of a sport that is already fairly niche 
to begin with. As one writer put it earlier this year: How many boxing 
writers do you know? 

There were stretches when LIV was all I thought about. It con- 
sumed me. I would wake up thinking about whether what Phil did 
was justifiable and fall asleep wondering if the tide would ever turn 
back towards the Tour. I would mentally follow rabbit trails, trying 
to work out in my mind what I thought and believed about these 
incredibly nuanced, detailed points that I had some knowledge of 
but perhaps not enough to be coherent and compelling. More than 
anything, I labored in 2022 to accumulate the comprehension I 
knew I lacked as it relates to the Tour’s business model, Saudi Ara- 
bia’s goals as a country, and how LIV and the Tour could interact 
in the future. 

I watched documentaries, spoke to normal non-golf people who 
live and do business in Saudi Arabia, read and listened to nearly every- 
thing that even touched on this topic, and frankly just spent a lot of 
free time thinking about it. I feel like it moved me from a 1 ona scale 
of 1 to 10 in terms of LIV acumen to probably a 3.5. But I tell you that 
because I think it’s important that I don’t approach LIV as a topic of 
discussion flippantly. Even now I struggle to determine what I really 
think about any given LIV topic. 

LIV did some good things in 2022. Genuinely. Things the Tour 
should go full Instagram vs. Snapchat with and just straight up swipe. 
It also demonstrated a desire for complete and total chaos in a golf 
world more accustomed to order. Again, I actually mostly wantto root 
for this—I think the PGA Tour’s model is overwrought, has many 
flaws, and is ripe for disruption—however, I don’t think I want to 
root for it in this way. The arrogance with which LIV has gone about 


its business in 2022 (not to mention collecting the, uh, not greatest 
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group of individuals in the world) has turned so many people away. 
Still, ?m willing to evaluate it as a competitor and point out what has 
worked and what was legitimately a great idea. 

In conclusion, I’ve been stunned over how much interest there has 
been in the subject. Obviously the golf world has been fixated on it 
but even outside of that, intrigue has been high. Myriad friends who 
have even a fringe interest in golf asked all summer, What’s up with 
this El Eye Vee thing? So we felt we needed to cover it in this book 
in a comprehensive way because part of the goal with Normal Sport 
is to document “everything in golf that mattered and a bunch of stuff 
that probably didn’t.” LIV fits both categories, and when we look back 
on golf in 2022, it will be impossible to tell the story—or even any 
individual golf story—without also including LIV. 

One of my friends asked me one day if I secretly enjoyed everything 
LIV brought to bear in golf. I don’t know if it was supposed to be a 
secret, but the answer is yes, in many ways I did. Broadly speaking, it 
was exhausting and probably terrible for the sport. However, in the 
micro, LIV exists at the intersection of sports, money, culture, poli- 
tics, and the human condition. While I often felt ill-equipped to thrive 
at this intersection, it’s a place where, even LIV aside, I certainly enjoy 
hanging out. 

When it comes to LIV, there are as many ideas to dissect as there 
were dollars earned by Dustin Johnson in 2022. At some point, you 
can’t choose them all so you simply have to pick the ones that are most 
meaningful to you or about which you have the most information. 

We tried to do this with humor but we also tried to do so with some 
... Wait for it... perspective that we just didn’t have at the beginning 
ot middle of the year. These are—and this not an excuse, simply a 
reality—complicated issues that sometimes (but certainly not always!) 
don’t have correct answers. They’re not math problems where you 


get a binary “yes this was right” or “no this was wrong” conclusion. 
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Each separate issue is a rope” with both good and bad, both right and 
wrong all interwoven. The aim, inasmuch as possible, is to separate 
the rope and point out which is which. 

That’s an impossible task, of course, because all of us have differ- 
ent values and are powered by a variety of engines, but it was one we 
labored—like truly labored—toward throughout both the year and 
the writing of this book. Hopefully what we unwound was helpful, 


or—at the very least—not infuriating! 


12. Shout out Bryson. 


Chapter 1 


Lionizing Tiger 


by: Kyle Porter 


he unfortunate aspect of writing a book recapping a golf year 


is that you have to publish it before the year is over. Normal 
Sport Vol. I ended with Tiger Woods pumping irons for a Trackman 
into nothing but a horizon of hope. As it turned out, there was a 


reason the social media splash was just three seconds long. 


But before we get to how the Cat owned last December, a few 
other stories developed right as Vol. I concluded. Lee Elder passed 
away at the end of November, just after Thanksgiving. There are a 
lot of different moments you could consider when you think about 
Lee Elder, but when I hear his name in the future, my mind will first 
go to his quote from the 2021 Masters and the grace he showed at a 
time when he could have thumped his chest and nobody would have 


blamed him for it. 


“Por me and my family, I think it was one of the most emo- 
tional experiences that I have ever witnessed or been involved 
in,” is how Elder opened his press conference following the 


ceremonial tee shot debacle with Gary Player’s son. 
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“But to me, my heart is very soft this morning, not heavy 
soft, soft because of the wonderful things that I have encoun- 
tered since arriving here on Monday and being able to see 
some of the great friends that I have made over the past years, 
especially like these two gentlemen that are here [Player and 
Jack Nicklaus]. We have competed against each other, and we 
have certainly enjoyed a lot of pleasant moments. I just want 
to say thank you so very much for having me here. It’s a great 
honor, and I cherish it very much, and I will always cherish 
it, and I want to thank the chairman for extending me this 


great privilege.” 


Beautiful. 


Far less moving and commemorative but certainly more prospec- 
tive was the release of the Saudi International field list, and boy, as 
far as harbingers go, it was a big one. Abraham Ancer, Paul Casey, 
Bryson DeChambeau, Sergio Garcia, Joaquin Niemann, Dustin 
Johnson, Jason Kokrak, Graeme McDowell, Phil Mickelson, Kevin 
Na, Louis Oosthuizen, Ian Poulter, Henrik Stenson, HV3, Bubba 
Watson, and Lee Westwood were all among the notables. Now 
they’re all among the notorious who play a version of the Saudi 
International 14 times a year. 

Tiger started December with two different interviews. The first was 
an exclusive with Golf Digest in which he essentially admitted—and a 
lot of people just blew past this part!—that he was never going to win 


another major. 


“T don’t have to compete and play against the best players in 
the world to have a great life,” said Woods. “After my back 
fusion, I had to climb Mt. Everest one more time. I had to do 
it, and I did. This time around, I don’t think Pl have the body 
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to climb Mt. Everest, and that’s OK. I can still participate 
in the game of golf. I can still, if my leg gets OK, I can still 
click off a tournament here or there. But as far as climbing 
the mountain again and getting all the way to the top, I don’t 


think that’s a realistic expectation of me.” 


I don’t really understand the willingness to ignore reality when 
it comes to the Cat. I understand that he’s leaped over seemingly 
insurmountable odds countless times, but this was the first time I 
can remember him voicing his hesitation at putting himself through 
the mental and physical suffering it takes to get to a place where 
you have even a 2% chance of winning a major championship. For 
the last 10 years, the only question has been whether his body was 
willing to syne up with his mind. This time, whether the body was 
willing or not (and nobody knew at this point, including him), it 
seemed he was hesitant to engage all the other processes that made 
him the best to ever do it, and the ones that are also the only path to 
winning another major. 

Tiger’s first official public appearance came a day later at the Hero 
World Challenge where, after nine months in the shadows, he took a 
seat next to a motorcycle in the Bahamas. Very normal stuff. 

During that presser, in which he looked like he’d been mimicking 
LaRon Landry’s arm days in the gym, Tiger said something that either 
confirmed what he said in the Golf Digest exclusive or should have 


been interpreted in a much different way. The full quote. 


“No, it’s very easy, given the fact that I was able to come back 
after the fusion surgery and do what I did. I got that—I got that 


Jast major and I ticked off two more events along the way.” 


A charitable reading interprets this as him getting the most recent 


major that he’d won. A realistic reading—and the one I subscribe 
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to—interprets it as him winning the /ast major he was ever going to 
win at Augusta in 2019. 

Scuttlebutt ensued regarding Tiger’s unwillingness to discuss his 
cat crash from February. He uttered the phrase “it’s in the police 
report” not for the first time in his life, and it left a lot of room for 
ambiguity. Perhaps the most pressing question of all was more of a 
meta query than a specific one: Does somebody who is one of the 
most public figures in history owe those of us who have followed, 
covered, and consumed his career and his life an explanation? 

Questions like these always feel like a trap because the answers 
to them can be both wrong and right at the same time. Here’s what 
Pll say about Cat’s unwillingness to share his experience of the inci- 
dent when the data showed that he was not conscious: talking about it 
would humanize him. I don’t know that he’s incentivized to humanize 
himself, but if he got up there and said “T fell asleep” or “I took one 
too many Ambien because I’m in extraordinary pain and sleeping is 
hard” or “TI shouldn’t have been driving” or anything in that realm, it 
would been a moment that drew attention to things that many people 
strugele with and it would have lowered the dais a bit to the level of 
the rest of us mortals. Tiger has always erred on the side of identifying 
with his immortality, which is safe and mostly reasonable," but Pve 
found the rare occasions in which he engages with his mortality to 
be far more interesting, if only because it makes what he has accom- 
plished as an athlete even more unfathomable. 

I could psychoanalyze the Cat for 10,000 more words, but I’m afraid 
that the legal portion of our book this year is going to monopolize® 
many of these pages, and we need to move on. 

Tiger banged driver on the range throughout Hero week (foreshad- 
owing) and Rory cursed when he was asked for the 200th time about 


13. A media member once told Tiger, “You know, there are more grainy, low-resolution photos 
of you in existence than maybe anyone else in the history of the world.’ It could be true. 

14. I'm not sure any of us would act any differently. 

15:3) 
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fileting his shirt at the DP World Tour Championship. He also had 


this very normal exchange with a reporter. 


Q. “And I heard that you had done a fair bit of testing around 
[your wedges] and you may have joined us on the ‘bounce is 
your friend’ team. Is that accurate? You're a little bit higher 
bounce now?” 

Rory: “Very high. I went to a 14-degree bounce lob wedge 


” 


Q. “Oh, wow.” 


Golf nerds make nerds from other industries look like jocks. 


We also got two delightful Jordan Spieth moments that most 
people missed because most people miss most things that happen in 
golf in December. 

The first was when Spieth took his shoes off and waded into a 
pond at the Hero. Michael Greller, with Spieth eyeing something 
heroic, said, “If you were -6, would you hit this shot or . . . [points 
the other direction]?” Spieth: “If I was -6, I'd hit a wedge right out 
there, but ’m not -6. ’m fine with this. This is the best way to make 
the lowest score.” Grellet’s expression slayed. If relationships could fit 
into 15-second exchanges. 

Later on, both Spieth and Henrik Stenson—playing together in 
the event—teed off from the wrong tee box, to which Spieth, with a 
touch of unintentional humor, said “I didn’t think we were going to 
get penalized because it’s a charity event, but then I realized there’s 
world ranking involved and all that.” 

Tiger called Collin Morikawa “an athletic Jim Furyk,” which—as 
Dylan Dethier pointed out—is somehow an affront to both men at 


the same time. We got a #JupLife article in Digest that included Rory 


16. More foreshadowing! 
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tending bar for Brooks and Jena and didn’t get nearly the meme run 
it should have.” 

Tiger again hit balls on Sunday, somewhat humorously dressed 
in red and black for a tournament he wasn’t playing.” But the day 
belonged to Viktor Hovland, who finished off his fifth professional 
win, four of which have been at tropical resorts.!° His agent, Sam 
MacNaughton, should be petitioning the PGA to take its major to St. 
Lucia every year! 

In his first 62 starts as a professional, Hovland had won five times 
and missed five cuts. The Kelly-Elway-Marino-like “wait, who actu- 
ally is the best of this group?” debate between Hovland, Wolff and 
Morikawa rolled on. Early in their careers, I was convinced Wolff 
was going to be an electrifying superstar with pieces of Rory, Spieth, 
and Phil in both his game and his persona. Then Morikawa won 
two majors in eight tries. Then Hovland dominated the ball-striking 
metrics on Data Golf like they have rarely been dominated in the 
strokes gained era. And now I’m more confused than ever.” 

What would a Hero World Challenge be without a bit of “Patrick 
Reed has a shot out of the sand, send every camera we have on prop- 


\? 


erty to the vicinity!” controversy. It was nothing, but unfortunately 
for Reed, because of his history, it’s never nothing. Reaping, sowing. 
Meanwhile, on the other side of the world in Saudi Arabia, Max 
Verstappen and Lewis Hamilton hate raced each other in an F'1 event 
that ended with Hamilton saying that Verstappen was, according to 
ESPN, “over the limit and does not think F1’s rules apply to him.” 
It is the perfect foreshadowing for another professional sports league 


Saudi Arabia was about to get involved with in a major way. 


17. Google it if you haven't seen it. A treat. 

18. Somehow it was a lot cooler than Russell Wilson dressing in uniform while out injured 
and doing seven-step drops at Qwest Field (or whatever it's called now). 

19. As Dan Rapaport pointed out, "The Resort King is from Norway and lives in Oklahoma.” 
Which is incredible. 

20. Other than about Wolff. I don’t think whatever he does at Hy Flyers GC is going to 
match up with whatever Hovland and Morikawa do on the Tour. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Lionizing Tiger 26 


Tiger announced three days after the Hero that he would again be 
playing the PNC with Charlie, which was terrific (and stunning) news 
for so many different reasons. Everyone raced to share theit memories 
from the previous year, and even though almost everything related to 
Tiger (and especially Tiger and Charlie) is overstated and over-torqued, 
if you can get beyond all of that and simply appreciate the similarities 
the son has to the father,” then there was plenty of joy to be found in 
the announcement. Even more so when you remember that 10 months 
earlier Tiger was in a ditch in Los Angeles perhaps wondering whether 
his prosthetic would be graphite or steel. 

Greg Norman held a press conference in conjunction with the Shark 
Shootout, which is affiliated with the PGA Tour, an incredible string 
of words considering what happened over the next 10 months. Even 
more incredible (and hilarious), there was a power outage at the event 
and Norman’s presser was only accessible to those on the property. 

The F1 finale happened” in Abu Dhabi, and it was complete chaos. 
Tm still not totally sure what happened—nor am I qualified to try and 
provide a description here—but when I asked for a golf equivalent, 


one follower did not disappoint. 


Tiger is up five at Augusta on Rory. Chuck Hoffman is T20 
but gets struck by lightning on 14. They stop play and put 
Tiger and Rory on 18 green to chip off tor the championship. 
Tiger gets a driver. Rory gets a wedge. 


Rory went on the No Laying Up pod a few weeks later and joked 
that Tiger would probably still beat him. Chef’s kiss (and possibly true). 


21. Google “Tiger, Charlie similarities video” or even better “Tiger watching Tiger, Charlie 
similarities video.’ 

22. The reason I'm leading with so much FT here is to whet the appetite for later when the 
richest automobile racing organization in the world will so often be a reference for what golf 
should (or should not) try to be. 
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DJ Pie: The end of that F1 tace was way too gimmicky. 
Imagine if golf ended its season by just saying one player was 


like 10 under par to start the week or something. 


Speaking of that Rory appearance on the NLU pod, two quotes 
stood out. The first was when Soly referenced Rory’s Chronicles of a 
Champion Golfer and started talking about all the home videos his 
parents and his coach, Michael Bannon, had stowed away from 25 
years ago. Rory: “I look at that kid, and that’s who I want to be. In 
love with the game. Just absolutely in love with the game. [Where you] 
cat’t wait to see what’s next. That’s the sweet spot in terms of the 


mindset. That’s where I’m trying to be.” 


Imagine not liking Rory. 


His other quote was about the now famous Padraig Harrington 
quote from the 2021 PGA about innocence and wisdom. That Har- 
rington quote has affected the way I think about professional golf 
more than any other single quote this side of “I guess, hello world.” 
I think about it all the time, and it has become a prism through 
which I view so much of what happens and what is talked about in 


the golf world. Here’s what Rory said about it. 


“We're human beings. We’re designed to survive. If we have 
something bad that happens to us we’te going to put that 
in our mind and say, ‘Well I’m not going to let that happen 
again.’ When you’re on the golf course and something bad 
happens, that’s when, ‘Oh I missed the last green on the right, 
I’m not going to do that, and then you double cross it. So yes 
you do lose your innocence, and you have to work so hard on 


your mindset to not let that creep in.” 
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Two other things from that interview. Justin Ray said this on Twitter, 
but Soly is an elite interviewer. He balances sobriety and levity while 
also speaking the language in a way that he can get players, coaches, 
and caddies to trust him to take them down the right paths. And all 
of this with the red light on. He makes it look easy, but it is not, and 
I’m convinced the reasons he’s so good are because he’s a person who is 
genuinely curious about the world and also because he’s somebody who 
loves the game as much or more than anyone I know. To most folks in the 
media, this is a job (albeit a fun one), for Soly (and hopefully a lot of the 
rest of us) it’s an exercise of joy” that we happen to get direct deposits for. 

The second is that this marked the beginning of a year in which 
I really struggled with my relationship with Rory.” He is the type of 
person who makes it so easy for you to become so enthralled with him 
that you forget that it’s your job to critique his professional perfor- 
mance. ve joked with my wife and friends that I would defend Rory 
regarding anything short of assault, which is both 1. A joke and 2. 
Kind of not a joke. This presents a lot of obvious problems. The irony 
is that Rory is maybe the most OK with being critiqued among all the 
top players in the world.* 

Part of why I write so often and so deeply about him is because 
yes—hand up—as someone who has shared a common love of 
reading, thinking, and writing with one of the 25 best golfers who 
has ever lived, I want that person to enjoy the reading, thinking, and 
writing I do about him. However, the reason that takes up more space 
in my mind is this: Most casual golf fans think of Rory as a generally 
nice person who is a pretty good golfer, and I think both perceptions 
undersell (perhaps by standard deviations) both how interesting (and 
kind) he actually is and how historically good at golf he has been. He 


23. Although the joy part would be challenged endlessly in 2022. 

24. I realize nobody wants (or certainly needs) 400 words on my existential status as a 
media member, but I hope my forthrightness here helps paint a better picture of where I'm 
coming from when I write about him. 

25. Most of the top players you love are good with being critiqued as long as it’s fair and not 
personal. They’re actually probably embarrassed when youre afraid to critique them. 
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is, in so many ways, golf’s Federer: a generationally gifted athlete who 
is vulnerable enough to give you his heart and his mind and intellec- 
tually competent enough for it to matter.” 


Anyway, on to the PNC. 


I should introduce Claire Rogers to you. At the time Tiger and 
Charlie stepped out of their rental SUV at the Ritz in Orlando, I knew 
of her but I had never met her nor could I have told you what she did 
ot who she actually was. Now she’s one of the handful of writers con- 
tributing to this book. I'd be lying if I said her Twitter heater during 
the PNC—think Wally Szczerbiak during the 1999 NCAA Tourna- 
ment—wasn’t part of the reason she’s in the mix now. Here’s how she 


started the week. 


CR: Just had to explain to my doctor that I was late for our 
zoom appointment cuz I got distracted watching a man and 


his 12-year-old son hit balls on a range 1,000 miles away. 


Some of the on-site reporting was even better. According to 
Dylan Dethier: Last guy in Tiger’s group almost committed man- 
slaughter off the first tee. Low stinger pull straight over the crowd. 
One guy said it clipped his hat! Pro-ams are scary places. | absolutely 
howled at that. 

Tiger and Charlie birdied something like 23 of the 18 practice holes 
they played leading up to the event, which was both surprising and 
not surprising at all. Cat Sr. was asked about whether he expected to 


tee it up at all in 2022. 


“Yes and no. If you would have asked me after those three 
months in the bed, I would be here, I would have given you a 


different answer. But there are no days off. We worked every 


26. Ihave somehow made a chapter about Tiger about Rory. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Lionizing Tiger 30 


day. Even days where I didn’t feel very good, we still worked 
on something. So every day, there was never a day off other 


than those three months in bed, I haven’t taken a day off.” 


This is what makes Tiger Tiger, of course, and it’s mostly inspiring. 
Though I can’t help but feel a tinge of sadness in there as well. Because 
I think Tiger has always equated days off with weakness and rest with 
vulnerability, which is a mindset that has led him to some pretty dark 
places in his life. 

The lives of most men are inextricably linked to the father-son rela- 
tionship they experienced. Though Tiger’s relationship with his own 
dad was often endearing and sometimes even exemplary, the unspoken 
shadowy side to that relationship is that Tiger always believed that he 
was only as worthy as his scorecard or his report card said he was. Ambi- 
tion is a great attribute but a terrible god, and Tiger has fully experienced 
both ends of that spectrum over the course of his extraordinary life. 

One of the best moments—maybe the best moment—to come out 
of the PNC was a conversation between Lee Trevino and the Woods 
family.”” Big Cat and Trevino got steep on hand placement at impact 
when a fade is the necessary shot, and if you’re a golf nerd, this was 
absolute nirvana. The best part of the entire scene, though, came when 
Trevino looked at Charlie and then nodded at his dad. 


Trevino: “The greatest ball striker there is right here.” 
Tiger: “Oh come on. You're the best ve ever seen.” 


Trevino: “Not like you though.” 


Twenty-one majors discussing who found the center of the club 


face more often, who could pull the strings with greater grace, and 


27. Although one could argue that any conversations involving Lee Trevino are 
simply conversations between Lee Trevino and Lee Trevino, and anyone else within 
earshot is simply incidental to the festivities. 

28. Trevino would have been a complete dream to cover. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Lionizing Tiger 31 


whose ball flight was the purest in the history of the game. Damn. 
They ran it back in July when Tiger chided Trevino at St. Andrews and 
asked him if he was still using “those whippy ass clubs.” 

The Dalys took a pre-PNC photo dressed in Santa suits before 
going on to win the event. Very normal stuff. The Cats played with 
Team JT, and JT told Tiger on the first tee: “So you’re just gonna have 
Charlie carry you guys, huhe” It’s a special kind of sauce to be able to 
look a 15-time major winner in the eyes and tell him his 12-year-old is 


better than he is at the moment.*° 


Two quotes emerged throughout the week that intrigued me. First 


from Tiger. 


“We have become so close that I think Charlie’s like Justin’s 
little brother he never had and Justin has become the little 
brother I never had. We are extremely close with the family 


and we do a lot of things together.” 


This sort of echoed something JT had said at the Hero a few 
weeks earlier, after Tiger had similarly touted the Woods-Thomas 
friendship. 


“We're very close. We’ve been fortunate to spend a lot of time 
together. I never know what he’s thinking, so I was glad to 


[hear] that he feels the same way I do.” 


It reminded me of that moment from the Hank Haney book on 
Tiger when Haney was like, Wait, ’'m one of Tiger’s best friends? It 


seems like Tiger has grown at least a little bit from those days to the 


29. One of the great phrases in golf history. 

30. Also maybe not incorrect. 

31. This is about as much as Cat will let you in, which is both not much and also kind of 
cool to see. 
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point that his friendships are ones of mutual or two-way understand- 
ing and appreciation.” 

The other quote was from JT about when Tiger came to him early in 
his career and pointed out where he needed to get better and improve 


so that he could one day win major championships. 


“T played with him for the first time in a tournament. And I 
got done, and I just called him. I’m like, ‘Hey, we played a lot 
at home, but now we played in a tournament, you know, what 


do you see and what do I need to get better at?’ 


“And he just -- immediately he’s like, “You don’t have near 
enough shots.’ It was like, “You can work it, but you don’t 
have enough shots to be, you know, as dominant as I was’ 
kind of thing. He’s like, “You have some that you can hit, but 
you don’t have all of them and you don’t have enough.’ It’s 
like, ‘All right.” 


Now? Is there a player in the world you’re confident has more shots 
than JT? He’s become a complete Gepetto. He can pull any string you 
want. This is perhaps an obvious benefit of being close to the Cat, but 
it was instructive to hear JT cite it. 

Shane Bacon made a great point as the PNC unfolded: The 
PNC is, as a whole, underrated. A Jot of us that play associate golf 
with a parent that introduced us to the game. The reactions are 
always so authentic and happy. Plus, Tom Watson, Gary Player, 
Tiger and Nelly Korda are all playing the same course at the same 
time. Fun watch. 

Speaking of Nelly, she fangirled pretty hard after taking a photo 
with Tiger, which had to be the first time in history a No. 1 ranked 
player in the world freaked out after shaking hands with a No. 503 


32. Which, for somebody like Tiger, represents a lot of growth. 
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ranked player in the world. She also introduced her brother, Seb, to 
Tiger, and all I could think was that Tiger had definitely watched 
some obscure match of his at, like, Indian Wells on Tennis Channel 
and then had to pretend like he hadn’t. 

Charlie Woods made a for-fun® 60-footer on JT during a backup in 
play at the event. He turned to the then-14-time PGA Tour winner and 
made a money sign with his fingers. The sauce, it turns out, is hereditary. 
JT then covered him up, and Mike (Mr. JT) covered him up as well. 

Speaking of Mike, he had a fun alarm-emoji-inducing quote at 
some point during the week about Tiger: “It’s crazy how good he’s 
hitting it.” This felt at the time like a polite moment from somebody 
who can’t believe he’s part of the Cat’s inner-ish circle until we actu- 
ally saw Tiger swing. Then the conversation went from “Wow, Tiger 
said two weeks ago that everyone should keep expectations low”? to 
“Oh, he’s hitting piss-rod cut drivers while trying to chase down the 
No. 7 player in the world” in the blink of an eye.* 

Sunday was perhaps a top five Sunday of the entire golf year. No 
hyperbole. 

Charlie was picking up ball markers when his putts were still 3 
to 5 feet from the hole and flushing everything he looked at with 
a chuckling Tiger watching. He birdied Nos. 16-17 on his own ball 
and played with the intensity of somebody who was trying to keep 
his Tour card instead of the intensity of somebody who was playing a 
no-stakes holiday scramble leading into Christmas. They birdied 11 of 
their last 12 but fell to the Dalys by a pair.* 

More Claire: There’s one golfer on this planet that’s more fun to 
watch than Tiger and it’s Tiger’s son. 

The best quote of the day may have come from Matt Kuchar (of all 
people!): “I was afraid to give [Charlie] knucks, just ‘cause I didn’t want 
to get him out of the zone! It was like a pitcher throwing a no-hitter.” 
33. And maybe for more than just fun. 


34. Don't blink. 
35. No lie, completely forgot that Tiger and Charlie didn’t win this event. 
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At one point Charlie did the Tiger Harding Park “I’m going to spin 
this like it’s burning my fingers” twirl, and all I could do was laugh. 
The Charlie stuff can be weird® but it also engendered a lot of other 


feelings as we all watched it unfold. A non-exhaustive list. 


1. Seeing a son emulate his dad—who the rest of us have 
also been trying to emulate on the course for the last 25 
years—is kinda the coolest. I can’t imagine what it’s like 
for him. Yeah, all you fools have been trying to do this 
stuff, here’s what it’s supposed to look like. 

2. Every single idiosyncrasy, mannerism, swing, and reac- 
tion from Charlie makes me think, “Well, I watched 
this for the last 25 years of my life.” It’s eerie. I don’t 
know if LeBron’s kids will play with him in the NBA, 
but I can’t imagine them mirroring him better than 
Charlie mirrors Tiger. Maybe golf specifically lends 
itself to such minutia. 

3. It always makes me laugh when Tiger is enamored 
with somebody else’s game. It so rarely happens, but it 
happened on this day because of how well Charlie was 
striking it.?” The Cat was howling at shots his son was 
hitting and said afterward, “Charlie was hitting the ball 


unbelievable.’ 


December 19. No major championships in sight. No real money at 
stake. No OWGR points to be had.** Grandparents and their grand- 


children made up a not insignificant portion of the tiny field playing 


36. You know, because he's in seventh grade! 

37. Dan Rapaport: “Charlie Woods hasn't smiled in like an hour. Just hit a butter cut 4 iron 
to 4 feet and holed it from the back tees. Did not acknowledge any of the people yelling his 
name as he walked to the next tee. Tunnel vision.” 

38. Imagine Tiger saying youTe hitting the ball unbelievable when you were 12. 

39. LIV would argue that there were several major champions in this field so OWGR points 
should have been available. 
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a hotel golf course in Orlando. And in the middle of all of this, we 
somehow got one of the indelible two-hour stretches of the year 
capped by Big Cat and Little Cat hugging each other on the final hole 


after entering the arena together. Golf freaking rules. 


Here’s what I wrote about him for CBS Sports after the tournament. 


NBC tan a cut on Sunday of Tiger and Charlie standing, 
walking, swinging and twirling. The entire thing was so com- 
ically identical that it, again, almost felt like a deep fake. It’s 
not of course, because this is just what kids do, but it burrows 
deeper than it normally would because we have watched so 


much of Tiger’s life play out over the last quarter of a century. 


At Thanksgiving last month, I had a conversation with my sis- 
ter-in-law about my 7-year-old son. She couldn’t believe how 
out mannerisms and speech cadences were so intertwined. 
She was astonished that this little person acted, spoke, ate, 
walked and even threw the football so similarly to his father. 


He, of course, had never even given it a thought. 


I considered that conversation as I watched Charlie put on a 
performance worthy of his surname on Sunday at the PNC 
Championship. If you’ve consumed any portion of Tiger’s 
career, you have likely, perhaps unwittingly, memorized myriad 


movements only Tiger could repeat with such oily ease. 


Tiger makes golf look easy, but his greatest feat might be that 


he makes high-performance golf look cool. Charlie does, too. 


After the event, Matt Kuchar all but declared Tiger the 2023 


Masters champion, but Tiger demurred, saying, “I’m not at that level. 
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I can’t compete against these guys right now, no. It’s going to take a 
lot of work to get to where I feel like I can compete against these guys 


and be at a high level.” 


But that was far from the most important thing he said that week. 


Growing up as Charlie Woods cannot be easy. Tiger has done 
such a great job of protecting his kids and—at least from a dis- 
tance—has been a gentler, kinder dad than his father. He talked at 


one point during the week about his place in Charlie’s life. 


“Well, ’m his father. I’m not his coach. I’m his father. And so 
if he wants to learn about the game of golf, he’ll ask. I’m there 
as a sounding board. But my job is to be a parent and make 
sure that his priorities are right, and school comes first, and 
then if he wants to play a sport, so be it, and if it happens to 
be [on the course] or anything else, so be it. Just as long as his 


riorities are correct, and that’s my duty as a parent.” 
A y auty 


If I had one thing to tell Tiger during an extended conversation, I 
would tell him not how much his golf has impacted my life (literally 
professionally) but rather I would tell him about how something 
he said as a throwaway one time affected the way that I parent. He 
spoke once about how he gets down on one knee—this was when 
his kids were younger—to look his kids in the eyes when he talks 
to them because he wants to make them feel important and valuable 
and to erase any power dynamic that exists. ’ve stolen that and 
applied it to my own life and kids. It’s a good legacy to leave, better 
than winning 14 Memorials and 22 APIs. 

If you want to ionize Tiger, don’t do it because he won 82 times 
on the PGA Tour or because he hit 3-woods that looked like 9-irons 


and 7-irons that looked like 2-irons or because his stingers made 
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you feel like you were re-entering puberty or because he made golf 
as cool as other sports and winning seem effortless. Don’t lionize 
him because perhaps nobody since Jesus wowed more people on 
Sunday afternoon or because he invented the sauce or because he 
made tanimal its own category of fashion. 

Tiger, at least from afar, is to be emulated more for his desire to 
embrace his child as a son rather than his unquenchable desire to be 
the best who ever lived. I don’t know what Tiger is like as a dad on a 
day-to-day basis,"° but it’s easy to imagine based on these snippets we 
see every year at the PNC that he, like the rest of us in this arena, is 
simply trying as hard as he can to love two kids who so desperately 
want to be like him in the ways all kids want to be like their parents. 
The only difference with Tiger is that 30 million other kids wanted to 


be like him, too. 


Mote from that CBS Sports column. 


Tiger and Charlie are a mirror. It’s so often easier to under- 
stand what’s going on in our lives when we see it in the 
lives of others. Even more so when we have their every beat 


down by heart. 


The performance they put on at the PNC Championship is 
a million things. It’s jubilation over life regained, dedication 
to craft remade and continuation of Tiger’s evolution as a 
dad. But most of all, it is the revelation that our kids are 


always watching. 


Shooting 57 is worthy of admiration, but last weekend 
showed that a son’s true subconscious aspiration is simply 
to be like his father. 


40. And certainly he’s done a lot publicly, away from his kids, that should not be imitated. 
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There’s no good transition from that so let’s just go to how Tay- 
lorMade released a cringeworthy ad for the ages when they reenacted 
that pole-licking scene from A Christmas Story and made Matt Wolff 
do it. The Tour granted releases for players to play the Saudi Inter- 
national as long as they also supported the Pebble Beach Pro-Am as 
recompense in the future. Lol. 

The PNC, it was announced, got 2.3M viewers on average. The 
Open—and I understand that much of it was played in the middle of 
the night U.S. time—got 2.1M. 


Tiger turned 46. I asked people for their best Tiger stories. Here 


were four of my favorites. 


John Strege: The day Tiger turned pro, already having 
signed a $40 million contract with Nike, his mother Kultida 
was wearing a pair of Reeboks, I asked her why no Nikes. 


“They pay Tiger, not me,” she said.” 


Amol Yajnik: J was a senior in high school, lived 75 minutes 
from Augusta. Had never really thought about golf, then saw 
a guy that looked a bit like me on TV torching the field at 
Augusta. I picked up golf atter that and I can’t imagine my 


life without it now. 


Sean Martin: People forget that [Tiger] beat Ted Snavely, 11 
and 10, in the final of the 1994 Pacific Northwest Amateut. 
Woods was -13 and had only 30 putts in the 26 holes. “That 


was the best round of my life,” he said afterward. 


Joe Peta: Spring “95. Tiger, still largely unknown outside golf 
circles, is in a study hall with many Stanford athletes. They 


Al. Kultida, not Earl, was the real killer. 
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exchange spring break destinations. Tiger: “Going to the 
Masters” Greg Comella (Stanford RB): “That’s the toughest 
tix in sports! How?” Tiger: “I’m playing.” 


The year ended perfectly with Phil declaring himself the PIP 
winner over Tiger and others.”* Here’s what he said: “I'd like to thank 
all the crazies (and real supporters too) for...helping me win the PIP! 
To get the second half of the money I have to add an event I haven’t 
played in awhile. See you in Kapalua. P.S. Pll try and find another hot 


controversial topic soon.” 


Update: He succeeded. 


42. Eamon Lynch: J asked PGAT about Mickelson claiming he won the S8M PIP bonus. Tour 
says PIP runs until end of year and there’s a weeks-long lag in reporting metrics, which means 
Tiger/PNC impact could still be outstanding. Then an independent firm must verify. Mickelson 
might win but he hasn't yet. Ed. note: He didn't. 


Chapter 2 


Rising Son 


by: Kyle Porter 


he 2022 golf year started the only way it could: With some 
poor guy on social media admitting to Golf Twitter that 
he unwittingly wore a Bratislava Athletic Dept. sweatshirt to a 
family gathering that he didn’t know was going to double as his 
family’s Christmas card photo shoot. The odds that somebody who 
received that Christmas card understood anything on that shirt are 


infinitesimally small. 


Tournament of Champions week began—this year with actual 
winners from the previous year—and SMartin pointed out that Phil 
Mickelson has competed in the Tournament of Champions against 
players born in 1949 (Lanny Wadkins) and 1999 (Garrick Higgo).” A 
photo of D] waiting for his PJ in fur should have been a massive tip 
about the direction of his year. A golfer in fur on a one-lane airport 


doesn’t exactly scream “PGA Tout lifer.” 


43. As has been the case for several years, the most impressive part of Phil’s career (in an 
ocean of impressive parts) is his longevity. It’s hard to be good for two years. He's been 
great or something close to it for 30. 
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Speaking of sustained greatness, here are all the golfers since 2015 


who have finished a full year at +2.0“ strokes gained. 


2021: Rahm, Cantlay 

2020: Rahm, DJ, JT, Xander 

2019: Rahm, Rory, JT, Cantlay 

2018: DJ, Rose, JT 

2017: Rahm, Casey, Rose, DJ, JT, Rickie, Spieth 
2016: Day, Rory, DJ, Hideki 

2015: Spieth, Day, Rory 


Dylan Dethier pointed out how Bryson, Cantlay, Berger, Rahm, 
DJ, Spieth, and Phil made a combined four starts in the fall swing 
and how nice it was to not see them for a while before getting to 
see them again in Hawaii. This has always been part of college foot- 
ball’s (and to an extent, the NFL’s) secret sauce. In the face of the 
phrase “absence makes the heart grow fonder,” the Tour opted for 
“absence may make you forget about Spieth’s sociopathic on-course 
behavior and that can’t happen so we will bring it to you 49 weeks 
of the year.” 

Big Tone wore chin hair that only Jay Buhner has ever pulled off. 
Viktor Hovland got lost looking for his golf ball in plants so tall he 
looked like Shoeless Joe Jackson in Field of Dreams. Shoeless Vik 
Hovland. EVR wore a mustache that screamed “T’ve been interning as 
a coal train operator in Belgium for the last three months.” 

At some point during this event I realized that Xander had won 
one individual PGA Tour event since 2018, but also somehow played 
in five straight ToCs at Kapalua. This continued in the first half of 
2022, when he got into the 2023 edition with a Zurich Classic win 


44, +2.0 SG is a benchmark for the top five players in the world. If you're living at a 2.0 clip, 
there are maybe 2-3 guys on the planet who are better than you at what you do. 

45. As of this writing (Oct. 10, 2022), Rory, Scheffler, Cam, Rahm, Cantlay, Xander, Zalatoris, 
Fitz and JT all exist above 2.0 in 2022. That's a lot. 
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alongside Cantlay, but he backed those up with a Travelers and Scot- 
tish Open later in the year, which means the bit may be cooked. 

Rahm shot 61 on Saturday.*° So did JT. According to JRay, JT shot 
61 and went from 12 back to 9 back. Poor Vibin shot 66-66-66 and 
trailed two guys by five going into Sunday. Rahm shot 66-66-61-66 
and somehow lost the golf tournament. Three different players beat 
the old PGA Tour score-to-par record at Kapalua.*’ Cam Smith made 
35 pars and 34 birdies or eagles. He beat Rahm by one. 

During and after Kapalua, there was a multi-day debate regarding 
low scores. I find most of these conversations silly, especially when 
you can simply change the par of the course and so easily affect the 
way folks feel about what’s happening.“ If Kapalua is a par 70 instead 
of a par 73, suddenly Cam shoots 22 under and nobody is hollering 


about how everything is out of control.” 


Here’s something JT said via Golf Digest. 


Low scores in PGA Tour events have become standard 
operating procedure for everybody looking to contend. At 
Kapalua, Thomas says it’s a combination of things that play 
into it: “Golf fans just need to understand what causes scores. 
I think everybody, they just see, ‘Oh, they’re hitting it so far 
now, that’s why it’s so low.’ It’s like, ‘No,’ it’s so low because 
it’s so soft and if you give us soft conditions, fairways this big, 
course this short, we’re going to shoot nothing. Then if you 


give us not very much wind, we’re going to shoot even lower.” 


46. Looking back at the Tournament of Champions was a reminder to me of a purer time 
when, you know, yelling about how Rahm should have won the POY award over Cantlay 
was considered a legitimate controversy in pro golf. 

47. JRay: Players to finish 72-hole, official PGA Tour events at -30 or better 1950-2021: three; 
2022 (one event): three. 

48. Cam Smith took 258 strokes at Kapalua: “This is clown golf!” Hideki and Henley took 257 
strokes the next week at Sony: “This is fantastic!” 

49. If, on the other hand, you want to talk about what's actually out of control (the equip- 
ment), I'm happy to chat. 
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Pls support my SubAir4Kapalua Kickstarter. 


Rahm’s one-stroke loss was the latest in a run of absurd golf for 
him. Cam’s real achievement was not shooting 34 under but rather 
holding off The Buoy™ for two straight days. From the previous 
year’s PGA Championship (the Phil one) through this Tournament 
of Champions, Rahm went T8-WD*-1-T3-3-T9-T1-MC-2. I (errone- 
ously) may have written or said after this loss to Cam that Rahm was 
going to win five times in 2022. That’s how well he was playing. 

Georgia went on to win the College Football Playoff (remember 
when golf tried to go up against the title game on a Monday night?®). 
Stetson Bennett IV is going to get to play Augusta National © times 
over the next 20 years. Speaking of Augusta National, they announced 
that Tom Watson would join Jack Nicklaus and Gary Player as honorary 
starters at the Masters. It was a massive upgrade on January for Watson, 
who, exactly a year ago—in his effort to figure out how Apple earbuds 
worked—ended up on an illustrated poster in Vol I of this book. 

Tim Rosaforte passed away. I did not know him well person- 
ally—we may have done a Morning Drive or two together—so 
Pll turn to somebody I do know personally who knew him better 
than perhaps anyone in the industry. Jaime Diaz on Rosaforte from 
GolfChannel.com. 


Still, I very quickly learned that his most prominent quality was 
an endearing vulnerability. The former jock who was driven 
to be a sports writer was humble and self-effacing about the 
professional challenges he took on. But it was with an attitude 
of gratitude—always looking to improve, always confident 
that getting knocked down would mean getting right back 
up, always whimsically attuned to the human comedy. It made 


him funny, energized, easy company. But more than that, it 


50. Perhaps this was a rain delay year I'm remembering, but what a disaster either way. 
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was Tim’s bold willingness to vulnerably enter big arenas— 
at Sports Illustrated, at Golf Digest, at Golf Channel—that 


made him a constant and outstanding achiever. 


Webb Simpson—who, after several straight years of elite play 
and U.S. team experiences, missed the 2021 Ryder Cup at Whistling 
Straits—showed up to Honolulu and was asked about how he con- 


sumed the event. 


“It was Friday morning, and it’s all I wanted to do. So I 
watched for two hours, I needed to practice, but I’d pause it, 
tell my kids—I had the remote and I would go practice for 
two hours, come back, watch it. I didn’t miss a shot. So the 
hard part was Sunday, I was so happy we won. And you know, 
I even got emotional watching it, seeing the guys get emo- 
tional. And what an interview Rory gave. Everybody I felt like 
was giving great interviews. But it was really hard for me not 
to be there. Because I’ve experienced the joy of winning the 


Presidents Cup three times, but 0-for-3 in Ryder Cups.” 


This is not a stock quote everyone would give (imagine Brooks 
admitting he got emotional while watching the Ryder Cup). It was 
refreshing to hear an accomplished pro talk about the sport the way 
the rest of us do and a nice pre-palate cleanser about what really 
matters in the game ahead of a year that would, at times, become 
incredibly vapid. 

The Netflix show was announced." All four majors agreed to give 


access and be in the show.” In addition to the five families, Fowler, 


51. Pick a better year in any sport ever. 

52. This was not super surprising. It's the kind of thing the USGA and PGA were always 
going to be in on, and Augusta National and the R&A see the value in high-level production 
like this and the ways it can open up their doors to folks who might not be aware (see: 
Dude Perfect video, 2022). 
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Sergio, Homa, Hovland, DJ, Brooks, Morikawa, Spieth, and JT 
(among others) all signed up. I can’t wait until it comes out for the 


following reasons. 


Hearing DJ’s logic around shifting the sport forever. 
If JT gets a little loose, it could be magic. 


Homa’s story is going to be genuinely fun to tell. 


moO NP 


The Masters portion—depending on how deep into the 
wine cellar they were allowed to dive—will rock. 
5. Spieth will give you a ton if you ask him the right ques- 
tions. 
Brooks always has the potential to be insufferable. 
7. The approximately 833 insane things that happened 
during Open week. 


It’s a bummer that they don’t have Rory or the Cat (or Rahm or 
Bryson), but given how 2022 went, you don’t even need any of them 
to create a compelling show. Bryson, by the way, was asked about not 


participating. His answer made me howl. 


“There’s a lot of great people on there. If I was to go on 
there, yeah it would be cool to see, but I feel like there’s a lot 
more interesting stories. You’ve got Harry Higes. You’ve got 
numerous others. I don’t want to take the light away from 
them for their potential to grow themselves in a manner 
that’s unique to them, where they’re already pretty far behind. 
They have the opportunity to grow a lot more than I do in 


that regard.” 


JenniferLawrencethumbsupdotgif. 


53. As far as I know they don't have those guys, but perhaps that has changed. 
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Mina Kimes asked an interesting question in January that I had 
to think about for a while: What’ your gootiest sports take that you 
actually kind of believe? Mine is: If the Bills want to truly get the most 
out of Josh Allen, they gotta build a dome. 


Here are three of mine. 


1. The PGA Championship has become the most exciting 
major. 

2. Some major trophies should count for more than others 
depending on leaderboard, venue, and drama. 

3. Sergio would have won six majors if he were born in 
1940.* 


At the Sony, Jim Furyk shot 62 at age 52. SMartin pointed out: 
Furyk was a PGA Tour rookie in 1994. His average driving distance 
that year was 254.3 yards. His longevity in golf’s power era truly ts 
incredible. The unathletic Morikawa staying relevant! As for what he 
thinks about being 52 on the PGA Tour. 


“Well, it... doesn’t thrill me. Played a practice round with 
a guy that called me ‘Sir’ and later on he asked me what I 
liked most about the Champions Tour, and I said, ‘No one 
calls me ‘Sir’ He said his dad would be angry with him if 
he didn’t.” 


Grayson Murray and Kevin Na got in the least compelling social 


media spat in the history of American sports. Murray: Kevin Na 


54. Youre telling me you think Jimmy Walker’s 2016 Wanamaker and Cam Smith’s 2022 
Claret Jug are worth the same? 

55. An unfathomably good shaper of the ball whose game, like Tiger’s, has been deval- 
ued by equipment so forgiving that it makes Mother Teresa look unsympathetic by 
comparison. 
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taking 3 minutes to putt does get old. Kevin Na: U missing the cut 
is getting old. That was the extent of it, and people freaked out for 
some reason. 

Cam Smith missed the cut at the Sony and I sent an early Vince 
Carter on Russ Henley after he went out in 29 with the 54-hole lead. 
One would think going out in 29 with the 54-hole lead was a fairly 
safe call (not that Pm here to be safe). It wasn’t. Henley stalled out, and 
Hideki shot 31 on the back to catch him and send the tournament to 
a playoff. 

Then came perhaps the shot of the year. After they removed 
the galleries that encircled the 18th green in regulation, hoping 
for resolution, Hideki stepped into a shot on that same hole 
in the playoff from 277 yards away and lashed it into a pierc- 
ing sun that glared right back at him. He somehow set it down 
32 inches from the hole for an eagle putt that not even he could 
miss.*’® Henley did not trail a single golfer for the final 36 holes of the 
event, and he somehow lost. Normal sport. 

But this was not about Russell Henley. This was about how 
Hideki—still age 29 at the time® —put together one of the better 
decades in his 20s that we’ve seen in the last 50 years and certainly the 
best 10 years between age 20 and age 30 of anyone ever from Asia. 


The resume. 


¢ Phoenix (2x) 


* Zozo in Japan 


56. Ifound myself missing the days when they would have drawn playoff order out of a 
product made by the title sponsor. Imagine hitting “open” on a Playstation 3 to see who tees 
off first in the playoff. 

57. Soly: Wherever your next round of golf is, stop at a spot 277 yards out and just look how 
tiny that pin looks in the distance just to remind yourself how absurd it is to hit it to 3 feet 
from that far away. 

58. Lou Stagner: How good was Hideki'’s 3-wood in the playoff? From 2004 to 2021 there 
were 27,018 shots from 275-280 yards in the fairway. A grand total of 29 shots were hit to 
36 inches or less. 

59. Dan Rapaport: [s Hideki Matsuyama the oldest 29 year old in human history? 
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¢ ‘Two WGCs 
¢ Memorial 

e Masters 

* Sony 


¢ Hight wins in 203 PGA Tour starts 

* Eight top 10s in majors 

¢ Nearly $40M earned on the PGA Tour 

* Fourth in the world from SG tee to green from his 20th 
birthday to his 30th® 


The symbolism of a great moment in the setting Hawaiian sun 
was straightforward. Hideki has always had the brightest of lights 
shined on him and his game and his life. Because many of us are not 
from where he is from and have minimal context of the culture he 
is immersed in, we cannot appreciate the weight he’s carried. So we 
have underappreciated what he’s accomplished over the course of his 
career. But for five or maybe 15 seconds, as Hideki drove an absolute 
seed into the face of the biggest object in our solar system and carved 
an X in Henley’s chances of winning, he also managed to remind us 
of just how abnormal it is to be this good when all that’s expected of 
you is everything. 

The comedown from the Hideki high was, naturally, Bryson talking 
about how Chris Pratt (!!) helped him through some hard life stuff. 
“Chris Pratt helped me out a bit through a really difficult time for me. 
He said, ‘Play this fictional character for a while. I know you're not 
happy, you’re in a very, very difficult spot but just act like you're acting 
for a little bit’ As time has gone on, it went away, and I just became 


myself again.” 


For sure. 


60. Rahm, DJ, and Rory are the only ones better than him. 
61. I think it would be like if Jordan Spieth was the only great American golfer. Imagine that. 
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Shane Bacon posited a great idea: What if the Masters sent out 
invites each year and included one random person as the final invitee? 
So Tiger and Phil get their invites as does Dwight Walters, the 17 
handicap trom Lake Charles CC. Dwight plays the Par-3, meets with 
the media, has a Thursday tee time, etc. The close cousin of this idea 
is to let a random scratch player play every major round. You can 
change who the person is, it doesn’t really matter, but it would provide 
context for how good the Kevin Streelmans of the world are, which 
would thus provide context for just how good the Justin Thomases of 
the world are.” 

James Hart du Preez was in the field for the American Express. 
According to Golf Channel, he “can swing the driver more than 140 
MPH and last season led the Sunshine Tour in driving distance at 
an average clip of 373.1 yards.” He missed the cut at both the AmEx 
and the Nelson, but there are more James Hart du Preezes on the 
way, and this, my friends—whether we like it or not—is the future 
of golf. I don’t know if Bryson should be considered the pioneer 
here,® but I think he’ll be remembered as such when the top 10 in 
the 2040 Data Golf rankings sponsored by Muscle Milk all look 
like extras in The Great Alaskan Lumberjack Show, and the USGA 
is trying to figure out if they can meld the east and west at Winged 
Foot into 18 total holes. 

Trevor Immelman gave a great interview on the Fore Play podcast, 


and he had a Tiger line that I just couldn’t let go. 


“Tiger would immerse himself in one aspect of golf for days 
at a time. He at times would dedicate like a day or two days to 


one part. So he would putt for two days. Or he would chip for 


62. This is an offshoot of an idea 1 saw a while back that the Olympics should create a lane 
in track and swimming for a regular human to compete and provide context for outra- 
geous Olympian feats and skills. 

63. Though I’m sure he would love to stack himself up against Lewis and Clark, Sir Walter 
Raleigh, and Johannes Gutenberg. 
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two days. Because he thought he needed to go into an aspect of 
the game and just get lost for a long period of time and that’s 
when he would find the little things that could give him an 
edge. What he explained to me was you could get lost in it and 
you could maybe have like a eureka moment where you're just 
like, “That’s it, this is it. If I just feel this, then I start it where I 
want ot I get the right speed. I hit it in the middle, whatever it 


may be.’ It built that kind of endurance for him.” 


The idea of Cat just getting lost in the game is mesmerizing and 
something I think we probably all try to do either in golf or with our 
favorite hobbies or professions. Not much about Tiger is relatable, but 
that I can relate to. Immelman was not the last person in 2022 to talk 
about what a joy it is to watch Tiger immersed in it all. 

Akshay Bhatia won his first Korn Ferry event of the year with 
his girlfriend, who he met on Instagram, caddying for him. He then 
forgot the name of the tournament while shooting a video about 
winning it. All very normal stuff. Incredibly, Bhatia—who I love and 
think has a chance to be excellent—didn’t have a top 10 on the KFT 
the rest of the year and only gained strokes on the field in three of his 
next 21 tournaments. 

The European Tour* made a video of Rory, Morikawa, and Hatton 
trying to hit a 2-yard wide fairway on a racetrack. Google it, it is abso- 
lutely incredible. I think Brandel advocated for this exact fairway to be 
implemented at the 2023 U.S. Open, by the way. 

Porath opined, as Rory Sabbatini showed up for the American 
Express in a hat that Jon Favreau would have worn in some tropi- 
cal island movie, that Bratislava chic comes to the Coachella Valley, 
which is just chef’s kiss good. 

Thomas Pieters won the Abu Dhabi HSBC Championship, which 


reminded me that I think Thomas Pieters should win a lot more than 


64. I'm sorry, I refuse to call it the DP World Tour until I'm contractually obligated to do so. 
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he does. Six OWGR victories in 218 starts is a nice percentage, but 
Pieters has the game to be in the 4 or 5% range instead of the 2 or 
3% range. Regardless, he needs to maintain that form over the next 
year because he represents the only type of talent that I’m concerned 
could thwart the U.S. in Rome.® 

Harris English won the American Express after Jon Rahm called it 
a “piece of shit fucking setup putting contest.” His words, not mine. 
Also, the Tour could start dishing out LIV money if they chose to 
offer a $99/year stream of Rahm and/or Hatton with a lapel mic and 
no dump button on every hole at every event. Literally take my money. 
Rahm is the perfect content-producing superstar, by the way—authen- 
tic enough that he’ll let it rip like this fairly often but good enough at 
golf that it actually matters and so articulate and thoughtful that you 
know what he’s saying has deeper roots. A dream to cover. 

Mahomes and Josh Allen gave us their version of Mickelson and 
Stenson at Troon on American Express weekend. The 2022 NFL 
Playoffs were a delight. 

During Farmers week, I was reminded that in these five events at 
Torrey—2017 Farmers, 2019 Farmers, 2020 Farmers, 2021 Farmers, 
2021 U.S. Open—Rahm lost to 11 golfers. He only lost to two at this 
year’s event. So 13 losses in six full-field events at Torrey. 

I was in Orlando this week for the PGA Show, and one of my 
enduring memories was driving around dodging tourist traps® lis- 
tening to Adam Scott riff on the NLU pod about his life and his 
career and how Steve Williams made him double the read on that 
Masters-winning putt. It was one of the interviews of the year for me. 

DJ at Torrey: “I probably have not played as much as you think 
I have.” [’m actually going to object there. ’'m thinking DJ played 
exactly as much golf as I thought he did. Brooks then showed up 
looking like Eminem on his Slim Shady tour. 

65. I'm not sure I actually believe Pieters represents the only type of talent that can beat the 


US., but what fun is the Ryder Cup if you don't double down on bravado at every turn possible. 
66. After the Memphis melee, I have to be more measured in how I categorize entire cities. 
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Soly trotted out this Tiger stat® because what’s a Farmers 
without some Tiger stats: On April 8, 2001, he was the current 
champion of the following: Masters, PGA Championship, British 
Open, U.S. Open, Players, WGC-NEC (2x), Bay Hill (2x), Memo- 
tial (2x), Canadian Open.® 

Bryson injured himself at Torrey, initially grabbing his back, which 
led everyone to believe he’d finally found the dynamic load breaking 
point. The reality though was his wrist was the problem and it would 
remain a problem for the next few months. For much of his round, 
he legit looked like Sammy Sosa stepping in the bucket against Pedro 
Martinez in the first inning of the 1999 All-Star Game at Fenway, 
trying to protect himself. It was frustrating foreshadowing because 
Bryson is an easy pinata but he’s also the true high king of content 


(and dearly missed for that). 


An aside: remember when Bryson was revolutionizing the game 
and nearing No. 1 in the world? We were all convinced (perhaps me 
most of all) that he was not only taking over the sport but turning 
it inside out. That was only, like, 18 months ago. Now? He’s a You- 
Tuber who gets paid to play 54-hole events and possibly cares more 
about long drive contests than major championships. Think about 
the college coach (( who gave the famous anony- 
mous quote to Ryan (| Lavner about how 


Bryson was eventu- 


ally going to either be No. 
1 in the world or 
in a straitjacket. 
Is the actual 
outcome even more 
bizarre? 

67. At some point, I'm going to hire JRay to do an entire Tiger stats chapter. 


68. Unarguably the five best events in the world and arguably eight of the top 12. All at the 
same time! 
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Jordan Spieth’s longest active cuts made streak ended at 20 at 
Torrey. As JRay pointed out, he was only 122 tournaments away 
from tying Tiger’s record. On the weekend, Jim Nantz crooned 
about the paragliders and local tacos of La Jolla from Arrowhead 
while wearing gloves and traipsing through several inches of snow. 
Very normal stuff. 

Zalatoris shot 65 on Saturday despite making just four putts 
longer than 4 feet while using a move with his putter that I wouldn’t 
let my kids (or anybody’s kids) watch. Nick Faldo on the stroke: 
“Mentally, how do you... you’re young and you’ve got a bit of the 
jiggly wigglys.” 

Regardless, he was the story going into Sunday’s finale. A young” 
flusher who may or may not be physically capable of taking his 
putter back in a straight line but who was also shooting mid-60s 
rounds on one of the hardest courses on the Tour’s rota. A delight 
to watch.” 

An old Spieth quote on Brady emerged during Torrey, apropos 
given the NFL games being played that weekend. 

Spieth told a 'Tom Brady story about how he beat him in a match 
on the last hole at Augusta and Brady just could not handle it. “You're 
supposed to go in at Augusta and have lunch and hang out,’ Spieth 
said. “He didn’t say a word to me for an hour and a half. He’s the most 
competitive human being I’ve ever met.” 

Like I mentioned with Tiger, an inability to turn that competitive- 
ness off can lead you some places you probably don’t want to go, but 


I think it—along with a deep and abiding love for whatever game you 


69. JRay: How good was Will Zalatoris's ball-striking today? He shot 65 at Torrey Pines South 
despite having negative strokes gained putting. Since tracking began in 2004, he is the first 
player to shoot 65 or lower on this course while losing shots to the field on the greens. 

70. Soly with some... perspective: At Zalatoris’s current age: Spieth: 11 wins JT: 9 wins 
Tiger: 28. 

71. DJ Pie: Zalatoris is the perfect TV golfer for a sick person like me. In awe of the speed he 
generates off the tee. Laughing out loud at how good he hits his irons. And then every putt 
inside 5 feet is like watching a college kicker. 
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play—is also the key ingredient to making it like those guys have.” 
Spieth, though he doesn’t always display it in conventional ways, has 
it, too. Go back and listen to his 2021 NLU interview. He is both 
obsessed with the game and desperate to be great at it (albeit in a seem- 
ingly healthier way than Tiger and perhaps Brady). It’s a combination 
that all the Trackman swings in the world cannot contend with. 

Jason Day, who at that point had the same number of PGA Tour 
wins as Xander Schauffele since the start of 2018 (not sure how this 
is possible), holed out in the final round at Torrey and kind of got 
himself in the mix on Saturday afternoon. It highlighted how thin 
the margins are week to week and even round to round or shot to 
shot. Day has not been very good over the last few years, but his two 
on this hole pushed me from “well he’s going to slowly fade, but that 
would be cool if this event is the genesis of a career regeneration” to 
“not sure how he loses this tournament now that he’s the favorite and 
you know, he’s been pretty good at Augusta in the past” in less than 
five seconds. Golf. A JDay quote from after the event: “Then when 
the confidence comes back, hopefully I win five, 10 times a year.” 
[Eyebrows raised emoji]. 

Day did, in fact, fade and I suggested that if Luke List and Zala- 
toris were to go to a playoff—which they did—that it should be an 
around-the-world putting contest from 4 feet. What theater. My sug- 
gestion was not heeded, and in the actual playoff they hit 300-yard tee 
shots that landed 4 inches apart, which was incredible. List won, and 
the scene was tremendous. It was ultimately a good outcome because 


as great as young stars winning is for the Tour—Zalatoris is going to 


72. It also reminded me of this sidebar between KVV and Trevor Immelman on Twitter. KVV: 
The joy of watching Burrow is there are probably 100 high school quarterbacks every year 
who look like him, throw balls like him, and seem as athletic as him, yet quarterbacking 
remains this cool alchemy of brains, temperament, accuracy and grace that’s impossible to 
mass produce. There is nothing in sports as magnetic as a quarterback with swagger who 
backs It up with his play. Nothing comes close. You can argue the point, but youd be wrong. 
Billions of dollars have been spent trying to find what Burrow has, and billions more will be 
spent chasing it. Immelman: So true, same can be said of golf and making it to the PGA Tour. 
Sometimes Twitter rocks. 
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win (probably a lot) in the future—for List, this was perhaps a final 
entrypoint into the Masters and possibly both his first and last win on 
the PGA Tour (he didn’t have a single top 15 the rest of the season). 

The Saturday finish was perfectly situated in the middle of the 
NEL playoffs, and as many others suggested while it was happening, 
I think the PGA Tour should look into moving all its January events 
to Wednesday—Saturday. 

Rahm finished T3, which meant that, excluding the Fortinet last 
fall when he was sick, he had lost to 35 total golfers in his last 10 PGA 
Tour events at that point. Three of those were majors. 

The next day his former Ryder Cup teammate, Viktor Hovland, 
beat Rory McIlroy by a stroke and then outlasted 89-year-old (approx- 
imately) Richard Bland in a playoff at the Dubai Desert Classic. Much 
was made of Rory’s decision to hit 3-wood off the 18th, where he 
made six to lose instead of five to go to a playoff or four to win. Two 


things on that, which I wrote about for CBS Sports. 


1. [Rory] told me a story once—and repeated it on his 
December NLU [podcast] appearance—about how dif- 
ficult it is as you get older to maintain your innocence 
and to ignore all the places you could miss. How he won- 
dered why Tiger Woods didn’t just wallop driver all over 
the yard but now he understands why. Was that why he 
hit 3-wood on No. 18 instead of trying to turn over a 
driver with water way out in front of him? I have no 
idea. The 265 carry on his second shot was the most he 
had into No. 18 all week on that hole, so it did seem 
fairly conservative given how he’d played it the rest of 


the week. 


2. There was a lot of “dude just doesn’t close like he used to” 


talk in the aftermath. Maybe that’s true, maybe it’s not, but 
y » May 
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we very quickly forget the losses early in a player’s career 
when we're reaching for some sort of nostalgic version of 
that person later on in life. McIlroy won twice on the PGA 
Tour in 2021 without his best stuff, and he’s played ter- 
rific golf since the Ryder Cup. This feels a little bit like that 
stretch before the pandemic when everyone was like, “Rory 
can’t hold a lead on a Sunday,” before he ripped off four wins 
in six months, including a pressure-packed Players Cham- 
pionship victory. This is worth keeping track of, especially 
considering how he finished at the DP World Tour Cham- 
pionship (also known as the Ripped Shirt Invitational), but 
I always get wary of making too much out of one shot, one 
tournament, or even one year when it comes to multi-decade 


careers like McIlroy’s. 


The Hovland-Bland playoff was kind of incredible considering 
Bland played his first European Tour/Challenge Tour event in June 
1998 at the Turkish Open when Hovland was nine months old. That 
just physically cannot happen in almost any other sport. The comp, I 
suppose, is Ja’Marr Chase being born a month before Tom Brady was 
drafted, and the Bengals and Bucs squaring off in a late-season NFL 
game. Except I see 293 graphics during every Bucs game about how 
old Tom Brady is,” and in golf this happens .. . not all the time, but 
more often than in any other sport. 

Hovland being Hovland, he was interviewed after the round 
by Tim Barter, who coaches Bland, and he sincerely apologized 
about beating Barter’s pupil. He then said “ka-ching!” as the tour- 
nament director—who clearly had no idea what he was talking 
about—handed him an oversized check. If you don’t like Viktor 
Hovland then I’m not sure what to tell you. His OWGR winning 
percentage, by the way, was at this point better than DJ, JT, Rory, 


73. I will say, the Brady-George Blanda age 45 photos are astonishing. 
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Cantlay, Bryson, Hideki, and Xander. It was lower than Rahm and 
Morikawa.” 

Hovland then compared downing Rory in Dubai to beating his 
teammates in Stillwater with Thai Cafe or Eskimo Joe’s on the line: 
“T do distinctly remember a little match that I had in college. We used 
to do a little Ryder Cup—me and Kristoffer Ventura against Zach 
Bauchou and Sam Stevens. We were basically playing for dinner and 
it was kind of getting dark like this, and it was pretty feisty. We all 
didn’t want to lose, and I remember we were doing stroke play best 
ball and they were down three strokes with three to go. I finished 
birdie, birdie, and then eagle on the last to beat them by a shot and 
they were so mad, and it just brought me so much joy. So I do remem- 


ber that one.” 


Competitiveness—along with a deep and abiding love tor what- 


ever game you play—is the key ingredient to making it like those 


guys have. 


Colin Montgomerie ended January with this incredible quote about 
Hovland and the Whistling Straits Ryder Cup: “Were our top 12 
playing in that Ryder Cup? Possibly not. Were they playing in the right 
groups? Possibly not. Would it have changed the result? Possibly not. 
But it wouldn’t have been a record defeat and that was a shame, so 
we've got to get that back on track in a hurry. We need to find another 
Viktor Hovland and another Jon Rahm and quickly.” 

I, too, need to find a blue-chip stock to stake my future on in a 
world in which every other person is just as incentivized (if not more 


incentivized) to find it before I do. And quickly. 


74. For posterity, these were the winning percentages in career OWGR events for the top 10 
players in the world after Hovland won Dubai: Rahm: 9.8%, Morikawa: 9.0%, Hovland: 8.1%, 
Rory: 8.0%, DJ: 7.8%, JT: 7.1%, Hideki: 6.6%, Bryson: 6.5%, Cantlay: 4.4%, Xander: 3.9%. 


Chapter 3 


The Thin Red Line 
by: Kyle Porter 


Je was our final existence in a LI V-free world. February’s 
Saudi International kicked off not an endless cycle of LIV news 
but rather a hundred miniature cycles that surfaced a blend of data, 
quotes, and rumors. LIV has been, if nothing, quite clever” about 
creating so many little swells instead of trying to manufacture one 


tidal wave to rule them all. 


Let’s start with something less cynical. The DP World Tour— 
whose video production team should be nominated for whatever 
awards online video production teams win—released a Chase the Ace 
video, a mind-bending ride where Shane Lowry and Tommy Fleet- 
wood tried to make a one from 149 yards. I’m not exaggerating when 
I say this: the content is more entertaining than 90 percent of televised 
professional golf. Rory and Tiger’s new league could be just different 
iterations of this concept. Would watch. 

Phil more or less kicked off the LIV festivities with his now-infa- 
mous “obnoxious greed” quote, but don’t let that one obfuscate this 


jewel from his Saudi International presset. 


75. Perhaps unintentionally so? 
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Reporter: “Please tell me a general comment on the Golf 
Saudi activity right now.” 

Phil: “I think as a player we’re very appreciative of the 
support that they have shown in supporting the LET and 
the LPGA ... as well as creating some leverage for players to 
have a leg to stand on and try to make the work environment 
on the PGA Tour, and we’re very appreciative of everything 


they’ve done.” 


In other words... 


Tell me how Golf Saudi is growing the game globally. 
When you think about it, every organization simply exists to 


be leveraged against the next one. 


That was nothing, though, compared to what he told John Huggan 
of Digest. 


“It’s not public knowledge, all that goes on,” Mickelson said. 
“But the players don’t have access to their own media. If the 
Tour wanted to end any threat [from Saudi or anywhere else], 
they could just hand back the media rights to the players. But 
they would rather throw $25 million here and $40 million 
there than give back the roughly $20 billion in digital assets 
they control. Or give up access to the $50-plus million they 


make every year on their own media channel. 


“There are many issues, but that is one of the biggest,” he con- 
tinued. “For me personally, it’s not enough that they are sitting 
on hundreds of millions of digital moments. They also have 
access to my shots, access I do not have. They also charge com- 


panies to use shots I have hit. And when I did The Match— 
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there have been five of them—the Tout forced me to pay them 
$1 million each time. For my own media rights. That type of 


greed is, to me, beyond obnoxious.” 


Honestly, you kind of had me until you got to $20 billion.” Like 
most things with Phil (and Bryson for that matter), 1 would love for 
someone to follow this quote with a very simple, “Could you explain 
to me how that works?” Phil would certainly take a bigger swing at 
answering that than Bryson would, but I’m not sure he’d get any closer 
to the truth. 

The reality of this situation (as anybody who has ever watched tele- 
vised sports is at least tangentially aware of?) is that players wouldn’t 
make any money at all unless the league they were playing in retained 
their media rights. Now, Phil’s point about The Match? I think it’s 
valid. I think it’s both a bad look and also petty from a business stand- 
point for the Tour—which has made a /ot of money off of Phil Mick- 
elson—to charge him for his own media rights for something like 
The Match. Contractually, I understand they’re probably obligated to 
do so for any televised golf competition in the United States,” but they 


can (and should) negotiate out of that. 


“T’m not sure how this is going to play out,” Mickelson con- 
tinued.” “My ultimate loyalty is to the game of golf and what 
it has given me. Iam so appreciative of the life it has provided. 
I don’t know what is going to happen. I don’t know where 
things are headed. But I know I will be criticized. That’s not 
my concern. All that would do is dumb down one of the most 


intricate issues in sports. It would be so naive to not factor in 


76. One fascinating aspect about the entire LIV-PGA Tour fiasco has been that many of us, 
myself included, have been forced to defend an organization (the PGA Tour) that we actu- 
ally believe has a lot of issues and could operate so much better than it does. 

77. You don't understand how contracts work. 

78. Update:lam...and he was. 
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all of the complexities. The media rights are but a small frac- 
tion of everything else. And it is the Tour’s obnoxious greed 


that has really opened the door for opportunities elsewhere.” 


Perhaps it has, but maybe not in the way Phil presented here. First, 
let’s appreciate how Phil—who for everything else that could be said 
about him, might be a savant when it comes to shaping his words and 
his sentences—got out ahead of things here and made himself the 
victim. Like, no matter what happens in this massive industry, and 
Literally nobody knows what’s going to happen, they’te going to make 
me look like the bad guy. That is some world-class PR work. 

Andy Johnson started discussing something interesting this year 
on the Shotgun Start that I was unaware of until 2022, but it has 
informed the way I’ve thought about both LIV and the PGA Tour 
since. Tour executives receive company bonuses based on creating 
both maximum playing opportunities and maximum prize distribu- 
tion for their members. Not, like, playing opportunities in PGA Tour 
events for Rory and JT, but the most starts (and the most money) pos- 
sible for al/ of their members. This makes sense, right? In a member- 
ship organization like the Tour, Rory McIlroy is just one constituent, 
the same as James Hahn.” Obviously their value to the organization 
in real life is nowhere near equivalent, but what does an executive care 
about real life when building a bigger Butterfield Bermuda field gets 
him a nice bonus? 

I’m painting with a broad brush here and using hypotheticals, but 
this conundrum starts to explain why there’s an event nearly every 
single week of the year. If scarcity engenders interest (and I believe it 
does) and you're running the opposite direction of that, then perhaps 
your business model overall could be improved.” So yes, it’s fair to 


say that some form of greed—or perhaps capitalism is a better way 


79. Buddy, we'll get to him. 
80. We'll get to that, too. 
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of saying it—has cracked a door here, but it’s not 
the wide-sweeping conspiracy of Jay Monahan 
laundering NFTs through Tim Finchem’s 
grandchildren’s crypto accounts that Mickel- 
son inferred. 

Every day brought a new reported offer that 
took your breath away. The numbers would have 
been dismissed as fake if not for their source. 
Over $20M for Poulter.?: Over $100M for Phil. 
Same for Bryson. Nothing was announced, and 
it seemed like the money would just keep escalat- 
ing until J.J. Spaun was like, “Well guys, it feels 
irresponsible of me to turn down this $610 


million offer.” 


Phil didn’t stop talking.*? He gave two more 
quotes to Digest in a follow-up at the Saudi. 


“There’s a lot of complexities that are working themselves 
out right now in the sport of golf,” he said. “Because of some 
opportunities that create leverage for the players, we have a 
chance to get a more equitable position. We’re so far behind 
because we don’t have things like player representation and 
collective bargaining. But for the first time in my 30 years [on 
Tour] there’s some leverage. I don’t know where we’re headed. 
There are so many different parts needing to be addressed. 


But I think, in the end, all the things are going to be positive.” 


81. DJ Pie on some of those being offered: Bryson, Reed, Kokrak, a number of pissed off 
Olds. Don't sleep on the fact that this thing could both consolidate many of the Worst 
People You Know AND fail to gain traction while lighting a billion and a half dollars on fire. 
Which would be, objectively, sick. 

82. Although this sentence could have been written at any point in the last 30 years and 
still been true, it was about to stop being true in a big way. 


Normal Sport Vol. II The Thin Red Line 64 


Porath’s response was the only one that mattered: Phil a big union 


guy now? 


“I do read my own press,” Mickelson added. “But I’m not 
emotionally affected by it. I view myself as an object to be dis- 
cussed. So I don’t take criticism personally. If I don’t like what 


someone says about me on social media, I simply block them.” 


I’m not emotionally affected by it, I just instinctually react in a 
subjective way to anything negative.® 

Brooks got after Phil in an Instagram comment, saying, “Dk if I'd 
be using the word greedy if I’m Phil,” which is, looking back on the 
moment now knowing how Brooks’ year unfolded, pretty incredible. 
At the time, it felt like an appropriate jab from a king of his genera- 
tion at somebody who had ceded his throne and was in the process 
of selling out his kingdom. The irony was that the elder’s only recent 
conquest was over the younger. Now? It just feels like two proud 
champions who always had a price." 

To drive this point home—and I feel like it’s an important point 
given how the rest of the year played out!—imagine Steph, Dame, 
and Ja Morant flirting with leaving the NBA (because of its monop- 
olistic behavior®) to go hoop for a Scandinavian start-up league with 
a bunch of other mid-level European basketball players and former 
college stars, only that league is funded by the Finnish government, 
and they did all of this for the sake of forcing their NBA teams to pay 
them more money. I think some of this got a little normalized because 


golf is so global and players do play outside of the PGA Tout at times, 


83. I needed to include the following—which I wrote around this time—somewhere in this 
book, and I suppose this is the place: Imagine Phil's astonishment after he signs with the 
Saudi league only to find out that his gold-tinged calves are not the first to be worshiped in 
that region of the world. 

84. But we'll get to Brooks later on as well. 

85. I'm betting the crooked NBA doesn't allow players to run rampant with their own media 
rights, either. 
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but it is not normal! It’s insane! Imagine the takes if that happened in 
basketball. There aren’t enough fire extinguishers in Connecticut for 
the First Take monologues. Stephen A.’s larynx does not have capacity 
for that scenario. 

I understand that golf is very different and, unlike the NBA sce- 
nario above, playing for big time championships was still theoretically 
a possibility for these golfers. I also understand that in the absence of 
a players association like those other leagues have, there is the possi- 
bility for players to be taken advantage of. Howevah (HOW EVAH)), 
there is built-in leverage for players on the PGA Tour because, you 
know, the players are the Tour. They are the players and the owners. 
Imagine Jerry Jones as the owner and the quarterback.® That’s the 
type of leverage the top players on the PGA Tour have! You’re telling 
me that if Phil, Rahm, Spieth, Cat, Rory, et al. went to Jay Monahan in 
February and said, “Here’s what we want,” he wouldn’t do everything 
in his power to make [literally any demand] happen? Maybe it’s true 
that he wouldn’t, but I find that extraordinarily difficult to believe. 

Who holds the power on the PGA Tour? Is it Jay Monahan and his 
team of executives? Or is it any group of more than, say, three star 
players? Functionally, Phil Mickelson could not fire Jay Monahan, of 
course, but there’s a difference between firing someone and getting 
someone fired. And if you don’t think Phil Mickelson could have used 
his power as one of the 10 best players of all time to have Jay Monahan 
fired then I have a Ryder Cup press conference to show you that dis- 
closes how power actually works. 

Central to all of this is whether you believe Monahan, Finchem, 
and the Tour rejected the change Phil claims he has been trying to 
effect over the last few decades. I don’t know that answer. I wasn’t in 
those rooms or on those calls. Mickelson has implied all year (as we'll 
see later in the book) that he’s been warring with the Tour for fewer 
86. The PGA Tour insists that it paid 55 percent of revenue back to players in 2022. The NFL 


and NBA are closer to 50 percent or just over that number. 
87. This is actually an amusing image. 
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events and more concentrated money to the stars, which might be 
true. His leverage was always in his ability to galvanize other stars and 
superstars in that fight and in his ability to disseminate his message 
through the media. ’m curious about how much effort he put into 
either during the time when he was on the Tour. 

There’s also the question of why Phil (and others) needed LIV for 
leverage. Wasn’t the leverage at hand simply Phil (and others) leaving 
the PGA Tour, and could they not have done that by threatening to 
go play the European Tour? You could argue that Phil couldn’t use the 
Euro Tour as leverage because he didn’t actually want to play there, 
but he more or less admitted to Alan Shipnuck that he didn’t want to 
play at LIV either! 

So all of that begs the question of why Phil chose to leave anyway. 
I don’t know that answer either. Maybe he really did need cash. That’s 
an intriguing “we’re off the record here, right?” theory among those 
of us who cover this stuff. Maybe he was just sick of Silverado and 
Quail Hollow and Torrey. Or maybe, as has been true for the entirety 
of his career, it was a combination of those things meshed together 
and held in place by his overriding desire to stand out, to have the 
spotlight, to feel special. He’s always done that in a lot of different 
ways, but the primary one he always returned to was his golf. He can’t 
do that anymore so perhaps he’s doing it this way instead. 

Phil’s soon-to-be partner in crime, Greg Norman, gave an all-time 


quote at the Saudi International that I’d forgotten. 


“There’s a really interesting analogy. There’s a piece of pie, 
right? So if these institutions you’re talking about, if a piece 
of that pie has disappeared, does the pie get smaller or does 
the pie get bigger? We see the piece of pie that we’re taking, 
the opportunity to see through the lost opportunity, makes 
the pie bigger.” 
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For sure. 


“When you look at Facebook, share price was $3 at one 
time. Now what is it? You’ve got to be able to give the 
ability to sit back and listen and understand the opportuni- 
ties to sit side by side for the sport of golf. Simple as that. 


It’s all about the game. 


“T cannot enforce this enough to anybody, the Times, 
anybody. It’s for the betterment of the game. It’s not for 
the betterment of the administrations or anything else. It’s 
the betterment for the players, the fans, the stakeholders, 


broadcasters, everybody across the board. 


“T would encourage them to sit back and say, ‘Maybe it’s a good 


299 


time to sit down and understand if we can work side by side. 


I hear you, Sharky, and I believe that you want to believe what 
you're saying. I just don’t believe that you actually believe it. 

DJ was asked if the LIV offer to Ian Poulter was similar to his own. 
“No, not similar. (Laughter). It’s just not similar.” 

There was a photo of Phil and Kevin Na playing the Saudi Interna- 
tional together. What Phil was probably telling him was some version of 
the following: “T hit a Pelz 7 there and tried to put some side sauce on it.” 

What I wanted to imagine he was telling him: “They paid me 10M 
tiyals, but Pll stop in New Delhi on the way home to convert it to 
rupees, which should be down a bit by Monday. If I time the flight 
correctly, I think I can short something on the NASDAQ pretty hard 
when I get west of the prime meridian, but what do I know.” 

DJ was photographed dapping up Jared Kushner in Saudi Arabia. 
Hold on to that thought for about seven months. Bryson withdrew 


with hip and wrist injuries. 
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Harold Varner HI hit something like a 100-foot putt to win the 
tournament. The moment and the celebration were objectively 
awesome, although in watching it again, ’'m not sure they feel as 
awesome in retrospect.® 

In honor of Pebble week, here’s a great stat from the Tiger 2000 
U.S. Open there. 


R1: He shot the best score in the field (65) 

R2: He shot the best score in the field (69) 

R3: He shot the second-best score in the field (71) 
R4: He shot the best score in the field (67)® 


In the first round at the Saudi, TK Chantananuwat—who was 
not alive for 12 of Tiger’s 15 majors—beat Bryson, Sergio, Na, and 
Leishman. Later that day, Peter Jacobsen, who was alive before Sports 
Illustrated began, played Spyglass Hill with Ben Rector in a real event 
on the best tour in the world. Only sport.” 

The question You*e stuck in a Groundhog’s Day time loop of your 
best golf day. What does it look like? surfaced on Twitter. Before this 
summer, I would have said, On Twitter during the second nine on 
Sunday at Birkdale in 2017. After this summer, I probably would say 
Elie at 9 p.m. with all my best golf friends and my phone sitting at the 
bottom of the North Sea. 

Spieth hit a shot with one foot about two shoe widths from the 
edge of the cliff on No. 8 at Pebble. It’s hard to overstate just how 


88. DJ Pie: A popular, feel-good winner, winning in an exciting, feel-good way is like... the 
whole fucking point of what they're trying to do with this abhorrent tournament. So I guess 
just keep that in mind. 

89. That will never, ever, ever happen again. 

90. KVV: One of the great, unanswerable questions about Tiger for me has always been: Did 
he win 14 majors in his prime because he pushed his body to the limit, or could he have 
won 19+ majors with a less violent swing, less bulk, staying healthy and leaning more on 
his artistry and brain? 

91. Andy Johnson on PJ: Imagine this happening in any other sport. The Bengals are 
signing former player now analyst 63 year old Cris Collinsworth, for the Super Bowl to play 
wide receiver. 
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insane it was to even try this shot, but maybe the clearest way to 
convey it is that even though the best view is the famous blimp one, 
the craziest view is one from the side where you can’t even see his 
left foot because it goes down toward the edge of the cliff. Many—I 


mean many- 


jokes were made. The entire thing was almost too on 
the nose to properly frame. Of course he went and shot 63 with a putt 
for the course record because honestly that’s kind of the whole deal. 
Phil leverages foreign monarchies against domestic nonprofits to feel 


alive. I just watch Spieth play tournament golf. 


One of the better subtle moments of the saga happened when 
Spieth came running back away from the cliff and Greller had that 
“Tm not sure if I can’t believe I get to do this or if I can’t believe I have 
to do this” grin on his face. Spieth on what Greller told him: “He said, 
‘T just don’t see the point. I don’t think it’s worth it. I just don’t see the 
point.’ Stuff like that.” 

Tm guessing that’s not the first time he’s said that. Probably not the 


first time that week. 


“He said... if that were to happen again he’ll walk up, grab 
my ball, and throw it in the water so that I can’t hit it. He 
said, ‘I should have done that.’ He was like, ‘I just didn’t know 
what to do myself?” I was adamantly telling him, like pretty 
ageressively, “Please don’t get, go across that red line.’ To him. 
And that put him in a tough spot. But if he went across that 


red line he wouldn’t have let me hit it I don’t think.” 


Please don’t go across that red line is the Spieth-Greller relationship 


mission statement. 


One other great Spieth quote on the cliff shot. 
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Reporter: “How do you explain to your wife when you talk 
to her?” 


Spieth: “I’m not really sure what’s going to happen there.” 


I would love to bear witness! 


Spieth: “I just saw the blimp shot from overhead and it really 
bothered me. So I can’t imagine while she was watching that 


live.” 


How confident are you that you could make that swing and fall 
back (like Spieth did) instead of forward? How many times have you 
thinned a 6-iron and tipped even a degree or two in what would be 
the wrong direction? I don’t even think Spieth made a rational choice 
there. I think he was so lost in the game, so caught up in trying to win 
Pebble, such a sociopathic competitor,” that it truly never dawned 
on him to do anything else. That, not the “this is a metaphor for his 
game” rhetoric, is the real takeaway here. 

Two more notes on Pebble. Think about your favorite camera shot 
of Pebble. Probably No. 7 feeding out into the Pacific or maybe the 
run up the left side of No. 18 or maybe even the arrow down the 
mouth of No. 17. Now imagine another sport where these scenes are 
the site of one of the least-attended events by the top members of the 
best league. Pebble as a tournament is broken. You can’t take two top 
25 players to a U.S. Open course annually. You just can’t do it. 

It’s a waste of a venue that could challenge the best on the planet in 
interesting ways, and it’s emblematic of what I discussed earlier about 
how there are too many events spread too thin across the year. It 
would be better to not play Pebble at all rather than to go there every 


year with Spieth, Cantlay, and not much else. It says something about 


92. From Ch. 2: Competitiveness—along with a deep and abiding love for whatever game 
you play—is the key ingredient to making it like those guys have. 
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your product that this is the case, and while I know there are 1,000 
arguments and reasons I’m not thinking of that Pebble should be 
played every year no matter who shows up, I don’t think the current 
reality says what the Tour wishes it would say. 

Imagine Roland Garros drawing exactly none of Rafa, Fed, and 
Djokovic. The Tour could feasibly solve this with the elevated events 
rota™»: or by eliminating (or softening) the am portion of the event, 
and hopefully it does because a soft Pebble field is a blight on the 
Tour’s schedule. 

My other note is that Troy Merritt is the worst-dressed top 200 
player in the history of the sport. Beth L. Freeman will listen to no 
other arguments from any defendants. 

The event ended the only way it could: Tom Hoge flexing on 
Spieth,* who played the 71st hole screaming, “It was flushed, I flushed 
it, the exact shot I wanted to hit!” on a ball that landed in a bunker 
with Greller, bemused, taking it all in, and a Happy Gilmore lookalike 
lingering in the background of the 17th tee. Sure. 

Doug Ferguson relayed a Spieth-Hoge story from the 2018 Sony 
Open that may say more about Spieth than it does about Hoge. It’s 
worth noting the entire thing here given their back-and-forth at 
Pebble in 2022. 


The conversation with Jordan Spieth outside the fitness center 
at the Sony Open ended because Tom Hoge was going into 
the interview room. Hoge, who has never won on the PGA 


Tour, was tied for the lead. 


“Let me tell you about Tom Hoge,” Spieth said. “When he 


gets in contention, he will not back down.” 


93. They didn't, at least not for 2023 (though they still could beyond that). 
94. Spieth at last year’s Open: Beaten in Sandwich. Spieth at this year’s Pebble: Beaten by 
sandwich. 
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And that’s how it played out. Hoge stayed in or around the 
lead the entire final round [of the 2018 Sony Open] until one 
shot that he missed by a fraction on the wrong side of the hole 


led to double bogey. He missed out on a playoff by one shot. 


Told a month later about Spieth’s prediction, Hoge was per- 
plexed. He said they hardly spend any time together. They’ve 
never played together. They live on opposite ends of the Dal- 
las-Fort Worth area. “My only connection with Jordan is I 


taught him how to play craps,” Hoge said. 


Two weeks later in Mexico, Spieth was reminded of the con- 
versation in Hawaii. How would he know what to expect 


from Hoge if he had never played golf with him? 


“Because that’s how he plays craps,” Spieth said. 


I know we say this a lot, but Pebble was truly the full Spieth Expe- 
rience. The “you’re finally taller than 48 inches and get to ride this 
tide by yourself” of weeks. He takes you right up next to the abyss 
moments before spinning you around and showing you the breadth 
of the entire ocean. Anybody can accomplish the former, some can 
achieve the latter. The appeal of Spieth is that so few in history have 
been able to do both—sometimes simultaneously—with such fluidity. 

Andy Johnson recently argued that Spieth is no longer a super- 
star. Statistically, he has an argument, but in the world of entertain- 
ment, superstars are not built on statistics alone. For example, two 
players average 1.0 SG per round for two years. One of them does it 
by beating the field by exactly one stroke every round. The other does 
it by beating the field by six one round and losing to it by five the 


next. Who’s going to draw better? This is reductive, of course, because 


95. I concede: you do still have to win championships to be a superstar. 
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there are a hundred other facets to Spieth’s appeal, but his path to the 
end is certainly one of the most compelling. 

This JRay stat surprised me: Spieth’s runner up at Pebble was his 
16th since 2013. That’s the most of anybody in the world. DJ at that 
point was second with 14. Brooks was third with 12. 

Remember what I mentioned in a previous chapter about how the 
formula for sustained greatness is 1. Outrageous competitiveness and 
2. Unwavering obsession with the game® .. . Spieth’s in-tournament 
antics revealed the former, but his post-tournament quotes spoke to 


the latter. 


“T can’t tell you how many times—maybe had half a dozen 
times—I got to tell Jake,” “Hey, we didn’t even have to pay to 
play Pebble Beach this weekend’ And the weather we had, I 
mean it’s just, you don’t want to leave. We’ve been here since 
Saturday, and as excited as I am for the next couple events, I 


mean I could stay here for months and just play this golf course.” 


It’s difficult to overstate what an abnormality this is on the Tour, 
and it’s yet another thing to love about Spieth, who, unlike many, loves 
golf just as much as you believe he does.” 

Hoge has improved his year-end OWGR position in nine of the last 
11 years. I have no idea how to figure out how rare this is,? but I do 
know that Hoge is an example of the following: arduous endurance 
that results in incremental improvement over long periods of time 
isn’t sexy in golf, but it’s certainly aspirational for any Tour pro as well 
as a terrific life ideology for the rest of us. 

Shortly after Pebble, Bryson popped on Instagram to say, “Everyone 
needs to chill. Yes I hurt myself but not from hitting it far. I slipped 


96. DJ is perhaps the outlier here? 

97. Pro-am partner Jake Owen. 

98. And probably even more than you do. 

99. I'm sure it involves JRay, some index matches, and a barrel of cappuccinos. 
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and fell this week on Tuesday unfortunately. I know people probably 
won't believe me but that is the truth. I will be back stronger and better 
than ever in a few weeks.” 

He might have only been talking about his hip in that Instagram 
post. Remember, he was a WD from the Saudi because of wrist and 
hip issues, however, in the lead up to that event, Bryson himself had 
said that his wrist was hurting from speed training. He only played six 
PGA Tour events the rest of the year. 

Dan Rapaport of Digest had himself a February. He wrote a scintil- 
lating story on Morgan Hoffmann’s insane life in Costa Rica, and he 
dropped this gem about the Cat: Harold Varner’s victory just made me 
think of the time [Varner] told me he sold a boat after a conversation 
he had with Tiger. Why? Tiger told him he wasn’t there yet. “He said 
that a good day to be out on the boat is a better day to be out on the 
golf course practicing.” 

The Phoenix Open field was perhaps a preview of what’s to 
come as it will be one of 13 elevated non-major events in 2023. The 
2022 edition had a 512 field rating, which was its best number in 
the last decade by 100 points and made it the 12th strongest event 
of the year. While it might not rise above the No. 12 spot next year, 
the field as a whole will be even better, and it was pretty great this 
time around. 

Charles Howell HI made his 600th (!!), and close to his last career 
start. Z] tapped his ball off the tee (again!”). Caddies wore fluorescent 
reflective caddie bibs,” the 16th hole fell in love with Harry Higgs, and 
Sean Zak is just out here giving the PGA Tour $20 billion ideas” for 
free: I would pay good money for an ESPN+ Spieth Feed. Every shot, 
all season long. All Spieth.% 


100. Awards will be won. 

101. How is he the only one this happens to? 

102. I believe to honor the title sponsor, Waste Management, which got me good. 

103. An addendum to my Rahm/Hatton idea from earlier. 

104. The real question is how much you would pay to hear a stream of Greller’s thoughts. 
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Michael Phelps and Aaron Rodgers showed up in Phoenix, the latter 
looking like he’d been in Costa Rica longer than Morgan Hoffmann, 
and the former looking like a left-handed reliever from the mid-80s 
who tops out at 82 but can’t be squared up because his arsenal includes 
nine other pitches. 

Brooks shot 66 in Round 1 and insisted that people had seen this 
coming because he’d been playing well for a while. Coming into this 
week, he had zero top 20s in his previous eight events. This is about 
as Brooks as it gets. Making you feel stupid for asking him a ques- 
tion, telling a story that conflicts with reality, and completely prop- 
ping himself up in the process. Perhaps that’s what all athletes (or 
humans?) do,” but it’s certainly been a staple of his career (and would 
be a theme in 2022). 

Chuck Hoffman went full Archduke Franz Ferdinand" on Friday 
evening in Phoenix. For posterity, here’s what he posted on Insta- 


gram. Spelling and grammar corrections my own. 


What a joke USGA, PGA Tour. Today on the 13th hole I hit 
my drive in the water and took a drop on a side of a hill that 
[had] no grass. Dropped twice then placed on a small tuff 
of grass.” Turned around [and] the ball started rolling into 
the water. I was under the impression that the USGA had 
changed that rule. I was wrong. Had to take another penalty 


for doing nothing wrong at all. Did everything by the book. 


It’s still mind blowing that a group of amateurs rule the pro- 
fessional game of golf. I also blame the PGA Tour rules offi- 
cials for putting out a terrible penalty area line where this 


could even happen. No accountability at any level here. No 


105. Or maybe this is just Brooks trying to remind us that he is in fact not a golfer first but 
primarily an athlete. 

106. “Tron Carter. 

107. OK I can't correct tuff of grass. Long live "tuff of grass.” 
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protection for the players at all. You wonder why guys are 
wanting to jump ship and go play on another tour. Players 
need transparency, protection and consistency. We don’t have 


that under the current governing bodies. 


Sorry Jay! We need to do better at all levels of the PGA Tour. 
Including myself who represented the players on the board 
of the Tour. If we don’t, we won’t have a Tour any longer! 


Hopefully there will be a change soon. 


Hoffman then tagged several individuals and organizations, 
including Golf Channel, Golf Digest, ESPN, Riggs and, somewhat 


incredibly .. . the Saudi International. 


Phil responded: “T feel ya.” 
Bryson did, too: “Agree wholeheartedly.” 


Other players weighed in but not in the same way. 


Emiliano Grillo: “Don’t hit it there.” 


Blayne Barber: “Haha, don’t hit it in the water.” 


Is it normal for athletes to be generally unhappy with their league’s 
rules, especially when those rules work against them? Sure. On the other 
hand, is it normal for an athlete who is unhappy with the direction a few 
blades of grass laid down at a sporting event to tag in an another event 
run by the financial arm of an at-times hostile government to protect 
him from a group of rules officials that have proven over and over again 
that they will go to tremendous lengths to cater to the very category of 
golfer in which Hoffman falls? I... don’t think it is.1°° 


108. Porath: Telling the ref of my 9-year-old’s basketball game I'm taking my team to Saudi 
Arabia if he makes that 5 seconds call again. 
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Incredibly, Hoffman was a recent chairman of the Player Advi- 
sory Council? and also a current player director on the PGA Tour 
policy board. He’s on the board that makes PGA Tour decisions!” 
Hoffman is also sponsored by Waste Management, which sponsors 
the Phoenix Open, and memes of him backing up trash trucks (in 
which he had previously posed for photo ops) to clean up his digital 
mess ran rampant into the weekend. 

Looking back now, I don’t believe Hoffman was threatening to 
leave—he’s been one of the few names I actually haven’t heard con- 
nected with LI V—but rather just genuinely wants a rule he thinks is 
silly to change. However, he completely miscalculated the path to try 
and achieve that desired end. Though, given how wild of a miscalcu- 
lation it was, I’m not sure how any reasonable person would think this 


would turn out any differently than it did. 


“If I just griped about a rule no one probably catches it,’ he 
said later in the weekend. “No one says anything. So I put a 
[leave for another tour] jab in there on purpose just so that the 
media would catch it. I think [the policy board] works really 
good, but we have a threat. I mean, that’s real. You can’t hide 


under a tock and say it’s not. 


“There’s no way that . . . it’s ever crossed my mind to go over 
and play for a competitor and .. . if it came across in that 
Instagram post that I have been reached by them, I have not 
been reached by them, it came across wrong. I added that so 
the media would catch it, so I would prove my point on the 


rules side.” 


109. The 16-member PAC advises and consults with the PGA Tour policy board (board of 
directors) and commissioner Jay Monahan on issues affecting the Tour. 

110. I should note that part of his complaint, however, was with the USGA, which makes the 
tules of golf and over which Hoffman holds no influence. 
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Hoffman’s words, however, unintentionally worked against every- 
one who was weighing a jump because it turned public perception 
against those who might leave (ironically via somebody who was 
apparently never considering leaving his post on the Tour). Tron’s 
inspired rant on the weekend of the Phoenix Open was both emblem- 
atic of this and indicative of what the next several months would hold 
for many of us in the media. I don’t agree with all of it, but I think he 
generally hits the right tone. 


There are so many things the PGA Tour does wrong. It is a 
vapid, uncreative, complacent organization rife with incom- 
petent middle managers and non-golfers (ome good people 
sprinkled in, too), outdated regulations, a barely functioning 
app and website, and apathy to the core product. So for these 
clowns" to make the Tour appear to be the likable, positive 
party in this equation is wild. These guys’ messaging makes me 
want to absolutely ride for the Tour, which I never thought P’d 
say. For Charley Hoffman to complain about the laughably pro- 


player rules officials not protecting him is beyond the pale. 


At a Red Sox game in June during the U.S. Open, I sat with Soly 
and compared the way a lot of us view the LIV-PGA Tour clash to an 
Independent voter staring down the last handful of U.S. elections: I’m 
not really in love with this option but if that’s my alternative then what 
choice am I left with? 

This entire incident set off the first round (of many) of Saudi Arabia’s 
government might be bad, but ours isn’t exactly sterling either responses 
from folks either willfully ignorant of or genuinely in the dark about how 
all of this works. 

Governments getting involved with sports and culture in general 


seems like a subpar idea (at best!), and in case it needs to be clarified, 


111. Players possibly leaving for LIV. 
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the PGA Tour—unlike LIV—exists as an independent, standalone 
organization. The United States government has nothing to do with 
the PGA Tour—it’s not the WGC-U.S. Treasury Invitational powered 
by Alan Greenspan!—unless you want to do a deep dive on how the 
Tour should be forced by the government into giving up its tax exempt 
status,¥2 which Vol. [I-A and Vol. I/-B will cover.8 


Mercifully, golf was played. 


Sahith Theegala—who was ranked outside the top 300 in the 
OWGR, lived with his parents at the time and drove six hours to the 
event in his VW—became the story on the weekend. He shot 66-64- 
69 to open the event after getting in on a sponsor invite, and his 


overall disposition was both easy to root for and compelling. 


“Tm still not fully over the fact that ’m playing with these 
guys, right?” said Theegala. 


“Even on the first tee I’m like, ‘Man, ?’'m playing with Xander 
and Brooks? Like, are you kidding me?’ What an opportunity 
though, just to see them up close and they’re great dudes and, 
yeah, pretty crazy. But definitely these last couple rounds and the 
last couple days really gave me a lot of confidence to tell me that, 


hey, I do belong up here.” 


Wide-eyed wonder paired with immense self-confidence is a very 


endearing combination. 


112. I'm listening! 

113. Co-authored by myself and Beth L. Freeman. 

114. But not before Soly got off what he later told me was a tweet that he thinks should 
be in the World Golf Hall of Fame in St. Augustine. It was a photo of Phil on the 72nd at 
Winged Foot, about to go way left off the tee. The caption read, “Phil, two seconds after 
reading your tweet...” IYKYK 
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Sam Ryder made a one on 16 on Saturday. Total pandemonium. Rich 
Lerner swiped my Ryder’s Cups jokes about all the beer receptacles on 
the green, and I thought they might have to have Chuck Hoffman back 
a WM truck up to the hole just to clear the litter. At one point, between 
players, caddies, officials, and volunteers clearing the scene, there were 
23 people on or within a driver’s length of the 16 green. Only sport. 

If you watch the CBS video of Rydetr’s one, the low-key best part 
is the way Colt Knost, who was on the ground with Amanda Renner, 
reacted. It was perhaps the most authentic reaction to a shot I’ve ever 
seen in my life, and Soly summed it up well: A total shocker: The one 
tour event that has leaned into the entertainment aspect of their event 
the most is delivering a super entertaining Saturday product. 

Has any event in the last five years had better back-to-back Saturdays 
than Phoenix? Spieth shot 61 in 2021 and then the Ryder ace in 2022? 
I'm not sure any of the four majors could legitimately claim better back- 
to-back year-over-year third rounds. 

Also, is there a non-winning moment in golf that youd rather 
accomplish than making a one on 16 on Saturday at the Phoenix Open? 
Maybe a one on 17 on Sunday at the Players? Maybe. Bryson driving the 
green at Whistling Straits is up there, but you don’t get the compact, 
decibel-blasting reaction because it’s so far away and everyone is not 
totally sure of exactly what happened. It’s hard to think of a cooler shot 
of moment short of winning a tournament or a major championship 
than what Sam Ryder experienced on Saturday. 

Incredibly, Carlos Ortiz experienced nearly the same on Sunday 
when he made his own one on 16. He followed that with a two on 17, 
playing the 16-17 stretch in three strokes! I couldn’t play those holes in 
three strokes if you put a ball down 15 feet from the cup on both greens! 

Somehow neither Ryder’s one nor Ortiz’s qualified as the craziest 


thing that happened on 16 on the weekend either."* That happened 


115. Porath didn't get his ultimate dream: My kingdom for Billy Ho walking into the 
stadium at the 16th ringing a bell shouting “Hear ye hear ye!” 
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when the Big Rig, aka Harry Higgs, went full Petey Pablo alongside 
Joel Dahmen as both men stripped off their shirts and waved them 
to the sky “like a helicopter.” Imagine telling yourself on Jan. 1 that 
we would get a legit Harry Higgs-Petey Pablo comp before the first 50 
days of the year were over and then trying to figure out what that was 
going to mean. It was quite a moment... and we’ll come back to it at 
the end of this chapter. 

There are several Sunday templates that tend to play out on the 
PGA Tour, and I think perhaps the most compelling one is when the 
leaderboard looks like this. 


1. No. 318 in the Official World Golf Rankings 
2. No. 15 

T3. No. 4 

T3. No. 20 

T5. No. 8 


That’s what Sahith Theegala was staring at on Sunday. He hung 
around all afternoon until a 5-5 finish undid him, and more spe- 
cifically a weird kick on a cutting drive at the 17th pushed his ball 
into the water."° As the volunteer went to mark where it crossed the 
line, a beaver in a motorized boat zipped past in the background. 
Normal stuff. 

Theegala missed the playoff by one, and Scheffler beat Cantlay on 
the third playoff hole for the first win of his PGA Tour career. He shot 
131 on the weekend (62-69) to waltz from one off the cut line into the 
winnet’s circle.” 

This was the beginning of Scheffler’s jaunt from “OK, this guy 


needs to win at some point this year” to “I’m not sure this guy is ever 


116. Andy Johnson with something I agree with: TPC Sawgrass and Scottsdale really nail 
the finish with gettable holes that also present opportunities for disaster. 

117. Soly: Scheffler’s win probability was 1.7% after walking off the 12th green [on Sunday] 
with bogey. 
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going to lose again.” The thing that always surprises me about him is 
how outrageously competitive he is. It’s surprising, I think, because 
he’s so genteel and kind off the course and also looks like he could 
be the dad of a handful of Korn Ferry Tour players. When Justin 
Thomas gets competitive, it’s not surprising because he walks around 
looking like he’s somebody who exudes competitiveness. That’s not 
necessarily the case with Scheffler, although it became clear either at 
the 2021 Ryder Cup, when he chest bumped Bryson despite the fact 
that Bryson said he had a brass chest, or in the middle of this crazy 
four-win run that there might not be anybody more competitive than 
Scottie Scheffler. 

Tron had me howling on Super Bowl Sunday: Big day for the 
small-town tolks in humble, down-on-its-luck Highland Park, Texas. 
Have to think Matt Stattord looked up to Scott Scheffler as they were 
growing up. 

Scottie won the tournament (and the year), but Sahith still won the 
week, The contrast of him, standing with his family, in tears over not 
being able to close out his first win was such a contrast to the “should 
Bryson be paid his $485 billion in crypto or fiat?” conversation from 


the previous two weeks. 


“Yeah, it means a lot [that I gained some fans],” he said. 
“That’s awesome that they feel like ’'m somebody they can 
root for... hopefully I can keep being someone that they can 


root for.” 


Speaking of contrast, the Higgs-Dahmen moment provided a great 
one from the previous week’s Saudi International. Yes, golf in Saudi 
Arabia is generally subdued, and no, not every PGA Tour event is like 
the Phoenix Open. But I couldn’t help but think about how, in the 
aftermath of those two weeks, the PGA Tour came out looking better 


than it ever had just by being. .. itself. 
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Here’s what I wrote for CBS Sports after Phoenix. 


The central theme of the 2015 Pixar movie Inside Out is 
an internal tussle between sadness and joy. These seem- 
ingly conflicting emotions that the movie’s protagonist, an 
11-year-old girl named Riley, is feeling are constantly at war 
with one another, and Riley’s heart serves as their primary 
battleground. The anthropomorphic emotions chirp at one 
another throughout the film until (spoiler alert) they learn 
they must coexist for Riley to thrive as a human being who 


feels the full spectrum of emotions. 


Admittedly, it is strange to compare a Pixar movie to a high- 
level professional golf event, but stick with me because this 
mini (?) inflection point the world of golf is experiencing will 


resonate when it comes to the game’s future. 


In a broken world, it becomes much more difficult to identify 
joy if you completely ignore sadness. The valley of sorrow— 
no matter what form it takes in our personal lives—creates a 
category of joy at the top of the mountain we were previously 
unawate even existed. A golf example: Do you think Tiger 
Woods treasures his 1997 Masters win or his 2019 Masters 


win more? 


I don’t know why I thought of Inside Out during this stretch of 
golf, but perhaps it’s because the existence of LIV gave Phoenix (and 
the Tour more broadly) some juice it wouldn’t have otherwise had. 
If LIV didn’t exist, Phoenix would have been Phoenix, and it would 
have been really good. However, the emergence of LIV made it feel 
like a lot more than just really good. It made it feel important. That’s 


impossible to manufacture, and the Tour was given—I can’t believe 
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I’m saying this about LIV—a bit of a gift. 


There is a soullessness to [a potential Saudi Arabian league] 
that was epitomized by the sparsely attended, almost Truman 
Show-like Saudi International, which Harold Varner HI 
rescued at the end with a wild eagle putt from off the green for 


his second career worldwide win. 


Perhaps this is why the WM Phoenix Open stood out. Its 
best field in the last decade delivered the tournament of the 
year to date. The Phoenix Open had a bit of everything. TPC 
Scottsdale was a fast, firm, fun festival for four straight days. 
Phoenix is always a good tournament, but in light of the last 


few weeks, it popped even more than usual this time around. 


The existence of sadness exacerbates joy. 


Tm not saying LIV is entirely sad and that the Tour is exclusively 
full of joy. That would be a foolish position to take. What I’m saying 
is that in the presence of an opposite emotion or reality, what we once 
may have taken for granted now looks like an extremely attractive 
option, one that turned a lot of folks who were previously indiffer- 
ent to or even critical of the Tour into people who found themselves 


defending it at every turn. 


We have done a bad thing in our capitalistic society where we 
have made personal experience and financial earnings equiv- 
alent with one another. We might not say it, but we believe 
that experiences have a price tag (often an exorbitant one); the 
reality is that they do not. The PGA Tour—despite what a 
handful of players may think—had a hell of a last few weeks. 
Simply by running its normal lineup of Pebble-Phoenix-Riv- 
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iera, it suddenly has a cadre of smart, influential voices abso- 


lutely riding for its future. 


I was one of those riding for it at the time."® To be clear here— 
and because it has come up a Jot on Twitter—I have never received a 
directive from either CBS or the PGA Tour about what my messag- 
ing around LIV or the Tour should be. Nor is the company I work 
for the same company that broadcasts PGA Tour golf. Our dot com 
company, although ideologically aligned, is a separate company from 
the one Jim Nantz works for. Broadly, we haven’t covered LIV super 
closely, but we also don’t cover the European Tour super closely. 

But do I feel fearful of criticizing the PGA Tour either on Twitter 
or a podcast or in this book? No, I don’t. I think (hope?) this book has 
proven that at least a little bit."° One thing that is true is that I wouldn’t 
completely blast the Tour—like I sometimes do with LIV—because of 
my company’s loose relationship with it, but that doesn’t mean the Tour 
is beyond reproach. I think it just seemed that way at times because of 
what we were comparing it to. 

And while I think parts of LIV have been good” and parts of the 
Tour have been not good, if I have to choose between the two, the 
choice is not a difficult one. I have to be honest, though, I didn’t see 
the politicization of golf, as it relates to choosing between LIV and 
the Tour, coming. It’s 2022 so I probably should have, but I didn’t. I 
did not envision being accused of carrying water for the PGA Tour, 
an organization, again, that ’m OK with but don’t have any special 
affection for. I think the PGA Tour is fine, but because of LIV’s exis- 
tence, “fine” now looks like an extreme opinion. So the effect of LIV 


has been good for the Tour’s reputation but perhaps bad for my own. 


118. I think my opinion on LIV and the Tour became more balanced as the year progressed, but 
it was difficult at this point in time to feel anything but completely antagonistic toward LIV. 
119. In a conversation with a Tour executive recently, he noted that he (and the Tour) 
invites critique but rejects agendas. I think that’s very fair. 

120. And should be adopted by the Tour. 
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The Tour has many problems. It should have been funneling its 
stars more money. It needs to not have a tournament every weekend 
for 11 consecutive months. It must lean into its own absurdity a bit 
more. I’m hopeful these aspirations aren’t lost just because people 
are praising it for... simply not being affiliated with a question- 
able government. However, it’s worth saying that experientially the 
Tour is also pretty good, and it has maybe never looked contextually 
better than it did that Phoenix weekend. A close from that piece on 
CBS Sports. 


It’s been a good opening to the year for the best tour in the 
world, and they seem to have leaned into it. That’s probably a 
good thing for golf, and it’s certainly symbolic of that Inside 
Out contrast. The entire concept of the Super Golf League 
has made the PGA Tour seem like an unbelievably attractive 
option, more so than it would appear if the threat of compe- 


tition did not exist at all. 


Star golfers likely have big decisions to make in the coming 


weeks, months, or years. 


Certainly, they could go to the SGL” and become rich beyond 
perhaps their wildest dreams. But after watching Theegala 
weeping on his parents’ shoulders .. . and Higgs and Dahmen 
taking their clothes off during the middle of a sporting event 
... and Scheffler dropping the hammer on Cantlay down the 
stretch on a great course in front of a ginned up audience, 


wouldn’t that desire have waned? 


After seeing the uninspired Saudi International get thumped 


by the Phoenix Open in two very different desert settings 


121. LIV. 
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across consecutive weeks—even with all that (alleged) money 
on the table—it begs the question: How in the world could 


you choose that world over this one? 


Chapter 4 


FIGJAMMED 
by: Kyle Porter 


R iviera week felt like the first time the LIV drama really started 
popping in a more mainstream way. All of a sudden, instead of 
off-the-record texts flying all over the place, you had Rahm hollering 
about fealty’? on Golf Channel, Rory and JT getting after Phil and 
Bryson, and DJ putting out official @albeit apparently unsubstantial) 
statements. It was the first time all of this seemed to get pushed in 


front of the casual golf fan. 


I had some tweets that week that did not age well. I repeatedly 
compared LIV to Fyre Fest, which I felt pretty cheeky about at the 
time even though I knew in the back of my head they could one day 
end up on Freezing Cold Takes (which is where they belong now). 

One point that has been made more widely now nine months after 
the fact that I didn’t have great vision for at the time is how easy 
its been to laugh off nearly everything LIV has undertaken in the 
moment, but then how much of what we laughed at came to fruition. 


That’s to LIV’s credit, even in the face of mockery. 


122. Fealty! 
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Some of it has been worthy of that laughter,!” of course, but I clearly 
did not take all of this as seriously as I should have as it was happen- 
ing. Part of that was because it’s fun to try and dunk on an organi- 
zation that is easy (and which I perhaps have a moral responsibility) 
to dislike, but part of it was because it was so difficult to imagine” a 
rival to the PGA Tour emerging from out of nowhere. I knew it was 
always theoretically possible—especially with the depth of funds of 
the Saudis—but when the following kept playing out over and over 
again in January, February, and March, it just made it tougher and 


tougher to believe. 


Them: Jt’s happening? 

Us: What’s happening? 

Them: You'll see. Gonna be huge. 

Us: When? Who? How huge? 

Them: You cant even imagine. 

Us: Help me imagine! 

Them: Monstrous. Beyond beliet. 

Us: JUST GIVE ME THE NAME OF ONE PLAYER IN 
YOUR LEAGUE! 


Kramer Hickok said during Riv week that 17 golfers had “jumped 
over” to LIV Collin Morikawa spoke for everyone during his 
presser in LA. 

“We've all heard rumors of this date, this date, this date,” said Mori- 


kawa. “What are they waiting for? There still have been no names. We 


23. Calling Hudson Swafford “Swafford Hudson” comes to mind. 

24. As always, imagine this happening in another sport. Imagine how folks would 

respond to Tanzania building something they claimed was going to go heads up with the 
FL. Imagine the takes if that happened! 

25. While I'm here, and because I'm going to forget about this later on, pick a worse name 

han LIV. LIV! El Eye Vee. Nobody who doesn't follow golf on a daily basis has any idea how 

oO pronounce it! It feels like a classic case of a clever idea (let's pick the Roman numerals 

or the perfect golf score) got in the way of how it was actually going to be talked about in 

everyday life. 
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come back to evidence, concrete evidence of what’s going on. It’s an 
unknown. It’s a hidden thing. It’s not enough.” 

According to Alan Shipnuck, they were waiting to get to 20 golfers 
and then they were going to wait until Players week” to announce, but 
then according to something else from Alan Shipnuck later on, all of 
that got blown to smithereens (but we'll get there). 

Dylan Dethier did a sit down with Max Homa, who was the defend- 
ing champion at Riviera and was also about to have the season of his 
life. ’m always fascinated by his outlook on professional golf because 
he seemingly represents both ends of the spectrum at the same time. 
He has been both a prodigy and a castoff, both a young superstar and 
an average Korn Ferry Tour player. He’s seen it all in ways that Rory 
and JT and Michael Thompson and Robert Streb have. He’s a bit of a 


unicorn in professional golf. 


“Eventually you look at the top, the best players in the world, 
and you start being a little more introspective about your 
game,” said Homa. “Minuscule changes. Looking at, ‘How 
do I get a half-shot better?’ And then you start getting less 
into the mechanics and more into, “What am I doing when 
I’m on the golf course that I could shave off here and there?’ 
Over the course of a week you don’t notice but when you look 


back at your season it’s, like, astronomical. 


“The cool part of it for me is that you don’t see the change. 
I think that’s the fun part. After a year if you went back to 
everything you did at the beginning versus the end, you'd see 
the change, but you would never see it in a week. It’s very easy 
any week to make a little putting change and be like, ‘Oh, I 
figured out my putting” But the next week you'll probably 


go back to putting below-average and go chase it again. So I 


126. Petty warz! 
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guess the fun part is that you just put in a program and then 


have some faith.” 


I think I might be addicted to listening to guys talk about their 
process and their outlook in as much detail as humanly possible. Tiger 
is the absolute GOAT at this,” but ’d be completely content listening 
to anybody who’s had success at this level dive into cutting quarter 
strokes and what it takes to become just 15 OWGR spots better. Also, 


that last sentence is good life advice. More from Homa. 


“Tve always struggled with confidence, especially when I 
think about how I’m literally up against the best in the world 
at golf. I always kind of struggle with that and winning makes 
it so much easier to believe. I know what it takes to win, but 
I think the biggest thing for me was that the first time I won, 
I didn’t play the best week of my life and I won. I think that’s 
what I say for a lot of the guys who haven’t won yet: you 
have to be a lot less perfect than you'd think. Before I was 
like, ‘Okay, I have to hit it perfect, I have to chip it great, I 
have to drive it perfect, | have to make every putt.’ But I’ve 
won three different times. And yeah, all three times ?ve done 
something a little bit better than normal but nothing like, 


drastically better.” 


They should put it on the first slide at Korn Ferry Tour initiation camp. 


Dethier also said he saw Hideki go up to Harry Higgs on the range 
at Riv the week after Higgs’ antics on the 16th at Phoenix: Funny 
exchange just now on the first tee at Riviera... Harry Higgs: “You 
know it’s bad when Hideki comes up to you on the range and lifts his 


shitt.” Max Homa: “Look, nudity is a universal language.” 


127. See Trevor Immelman’s quote on him earlier in the book. 
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Patrick Cantlay gave a quote he may someday regret: “I think ’'m 
old-school in the fact that I think money should be doled out accord- 
ing to play, and I don’t like that departure.” 

Rory also talked about money. All the caveats, of course, because 
he has more of it than everyone reading this book combined,” but 
that also means he has the authority to speak about money and its 
effects in a way that might ring hollow from the rest of us (or many 


other tour pros, for that matter). 


“Tve lived it—for the top guys, all that money really isn’t 
going to change their life,’ he said. “I’m in a way better 
financial position than I was a decade ago and my life is no 
different. I still use the same three, four rooms in my house. 
I just don’t see the value in tarnishing a reputation for extra 


millions.” 


Rory said a lot of different things in 2022, but that one is up there 
for me. Money has always been central to modern professional sports, 
but it became the epicenter of any conversation about LIV and golf 
in general in 2022. I became really frustrated shortly after Riv as a 
prevalent stock response to the LIV conversation was, “Well, yeah, of 
course ... you'd take $100M, too, no matter who it’s from or what it’s 
for.” The reason this bummed me out was because folks were acting 
as if money not only is the only governing principle in life but also 
that it’s the way things should be. As if money is this north star for all 
humans and that nothing else could or should possibly ever out-rank 
it in their decision-making rubric. 

This is very strange to me. I certainly value money, and I would 
rather have more of it than less. However, it is not so great a priority 
that it would ever completely obfuscate 15 other aspects of any deci- 


sion-making matrix in my life. For example: If CBS Sports came to 


128. Unless of course he, or Tiger, is reading this book. 
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me and said, “We’ll double your salary if you move to Memphis.” OK, 
bad example. “We'll double your salary if you move to Miami.” I would 
certainly consider it,” but in the end it would mostly be a nonstarter 
for me. Why? There’s not a price you could put on our community, city, 
church life, and friendships we have where we live. It’s not as if I would 
say, Well, $5 million isn*t going to replace those things but $50 million 
could. They are irreplaceable. I used to think everybody had a number 
for everything, but the older I get and the more life I experience, 
the more I realize this is simply not true. Oddly, most who became 
pro-LIV acted not only as if more money could somehow fill the 
void potentially created by what they gave up, but also that this is the 


way the world is supposed to work. 


Buddy, it’s not. 


An increase in salary can certainly be great, but we sometimes act 
as if humans who make money their fifth-most important priority 
would put it at the top if they were just offered more of it. | cannot 
think of a more vapid worldview than that. I do realize ’m speaking 
from a position of immense privilege and relative wealth compared to 
the rest of human history, and I want to acknowledge how much that 
affects my outlook. But, you know, so is literally every golfer who’s 
been rolled out to a dais to discuss this as well. 

Speaking of folks who were rolled out to the dais to talk about what 


money can’t buy, here’s an excerpt from Homa’s Riv presser. 


“We think about it a lot, talk about it a lot. It’s an interesting 


dynamic we’ve got going. I love the PGA Tour. Driving up to 


129. I would also welcome a $1M/year (or whatever) contract from LIV to cover LIV because 
it would be gratifying (and good #content) to shred it live on a podcast or video. 

130. You can't make old friends, and you sure as hell can’t buy them. 

131. And that for some, more money is tantamount to more freedom, mobility, and a better 
future. I don’t want to blow past that in this conversation. 
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this golf course with memories of winning a golf tournament 
[where] Tiger Woods handed me a trophy, they don’t have 


that in a breakaway league.” 


That tinkling sound you hear is Jay Monahan popping champagne 
bottles on the edge of the drawbridge as the moat fills with tiny 
bubbles of alcohol. 


“Money’s cool. People out here, some people play for the 
money, some people play for the love of it, I guess the enjoy- 
ment of the successes. But I can promise you right now that 
the furthest thing from my mind and furthest thing from 
anyone’s question really was ... when I won this golf tour- 
nament, I made the most money I’ve ever made in one lump, 
$1.67 million, and that’s not the part that I remember. That’s 
my take on it. I’m not saying that these leagues couldn’t be 


great, and things may change. 


“My point is everything through this golf tournament that 
has made me get the chills as I talk about it and get the chills 
as I drive up here and think, ‘What the hell” when I see my 
picture on things out on the golf course that I grew up to 
love, I would not be getting that anywhere else. That’s my 


allegiance, I guess.” 


Money’s cool. Chasing experiences is cooler. Achieving them is 


the coolest. 


Tiger talked again but not for long and he didn’t say anything sub- 
stantial as it related to his return. Most predictions at the time (includ- 
ing my own) were that he would return at St. Andrews, which can go 


on my tab at Freezing Cold Takes. 


Normal Sport Vol. II FIGJAMMED 96 


Peter Malnati and Webb Simpson were voted co-chairmen of the 
Player Advisory Council, which led to this from Andy Johnson: How 
do we fend off Saudi Arabia? Empower Peter Malnati who wants 


more benefits for opposite field event winners. 


Then came The Quote, written by Alan Shipnuck about Phil Mick- 
elson. If Chuck Hoffman’s Instagram post from Phoenix was the 
assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, this was the sinking of 


the Lusitania. 


Mickelson told me he had enlisted three other “top players” he 
declined to name and that they paid for attorneys to write the 
SGL’s operating agreement, codifying that the players would 
have control of all the details. He didn’t pretend to be excited 
about hitching his fortunes to Saudi Arabia, admitting the 
SGL was nothing more than what he called “sportswashing” 
by a brutally repressive regime. “They’re scary motherfuckers 
to get involved with,” he said. “We know they killed [Wash- 
ington Post reporter and U.S. resident Jamal] Khashoggi and 
have a horrible record on human rights. They execute people 


over there for being gay. 


Knowing all of this, why would I even consider it? Because 
this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to reshape how the 
PGA Tour operates. They’ve been able to get by with manip- 
ulative, coercive, strong-arm tactics because we, the players, 
had no recourse. As nice a guy as [PGA Tour commissioner 
Jay Monahan] comes across as, unless you have leverage, 
he won’t do what’s right. And the Saudi money has finally 
given us that leverage. I’m not sure I even want [the SGL] 
to succeed, but just the idea of it is allowing us to get things 
done with the [PGA] Tour.” 
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Mickelson would later claim that he was off the record, but that 
doesn’t add up here because of the very first sentence. Would you be 
hesitant to name what other players you had enlisted to help you if 
you truly believed you were off the record? You trust Shipnuck to 
conceal that you called MBS a scary MFer but not with the fact that 
Bryson or some other player helped you write a few bylaws? That 
makes no sense. 

As difficult as it was throughout the year to wrap my mind around 
what was happening on a daily basis, this was a touchstone I returned 
to constantly. It made deconstructing LIV fairly easy. Why? Nobody 
had to make an airtight argument about why the Saudi league might 
be bad because the person who helped create the league did it for 
them. This seemed to get a bit lost as 2022 progressed. The pushback 
against people like me became, Well youre just arguing that because 
youte contractually obligated because you work for CBS Sports 
and you’e in bed with the Tour and you’te scared of change and Jay 
Monahan is Venmoing your burner bank account. Listen, brother, 
Tm not even arguing anything at all. ’m simply quoting your guy, the 
one who started this entire thing. Mickelson, as he has done so often 
over the course of his career, gave everyone else all the ammo they 
would ever need. 

This was as big of a moment behind the scenes as it was in front of 
everyone. According to a recent New Yorker deep dive on LIV and 


the PGA Tour, Phil’s gaffe nearly torpedoed the entire league. 


Another group had been ready to sign. Then Mickelson made 
his comments about the “scary motherfuckers,” and the league, 
suddenly, was on the brink of folding. Sorour told me, “I called 
the boss”—Rumayyan—“I said, ‘Everyone’s walking away. Do 
you want to do it, or not?’ ” Sorour told Rumayyan he had a 


plan: “Get the biggest mediocres,' get the ten that we have, 


132. LOL! 
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get you and I, and let’s go play for twenty-five million dollars.” 
Rumayyan decided to press ahead and announce the launch 


immediately. 


JT and Rory had some things to say about Phil. 


JT: “Seems like a bit of a pretty, you know, egotistical statement. 
I don’t know, he’s done a lot of great things for the PGA Tour, 
it’s a big reason it is where it is, but him and others that are very 
adamant about that, if they’re that passionate, go ahead. I don’t 


think anybody’s stopping them.” 


Rory: “Don’t want to kick someone while he’s down obvious- 
ly, but I thought [his comments] were naive, selfish, egotisti- 
cal, ignorant. Lots of words to describe that interaction he had 
with Shipnuck. It was just very surprising and disappointing, 
sad. I’m sure he’s sitting at home sort of rethinking his position 


and where he goes from here.’ 


The golf—which actually was played!—was just as explicit as every- 


thing else. 


Early in the week at Riv, Rahm SCREAMED, “Puck!” after a 
bogey at 17 and the broadcast went completely silent for 10 seconds. 
It appeared that my guy running the dump button tried to make up 
for missing the bomb by muting the remainder of the event, which 
was hilarious. 

This was the week the clubhouse at Oakland Hills burned. Not 


unlike everything else in golf. 


133. This was one of the great commas of the golf year. 

134. Porath: FIGJAM, except it’s no longer a 50-yard wedge shot but just trying to create 
legal charter docs and playing billion dollar sports organizations and a murderous authori- 
tarian regime off of one another. 
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Pat Reed wore a shirt that looked like some designer couldn’t stop 
saying “Yes.” Pat Perez, yes, he of 3 Aces®® fame, spoke (a lot) about 
Tiger, Phil, LIV, and his life on the Tour. 


“{Phil’s] never missed [Phoenix and Riviera]. ’m surprised 
he didn’t play. I don’t know, I don’t know what Phil’s doing. 
I know Phil’s got a lot of stress in life right now and I don’t 
know what he’s doing, I think the way Tiger’s approaching 
it is phenomenal. I think he understands where he made all 
his money. I think these young kids, I think that’s great that 
they’re backing Tiger. Tiger’s our guy. Tiger and I are three 
months apart. I idolized him my whole life even though 
we're the same age. What he says is pretty much gold. You 
know, I would follow his lead more than anything. If he 
doesn’t want to do it, Rory doesn’t want to do it and if you 
don’t have the top kids doing it, I just don’t know how much 
water it’s going to hold anyway. I don’t know how long it’s 


going to take.” 


Finally, somebody whose takes aged worse than some of mine! 


“They’re not going to follow Phil, they’re not going to follow 
DeChambeau unfortunately.“° You need the young crew right 
now to go do this thing. I don’t know exactly what Phil, why 


he’s got so much hate towards the Tour... 


“You know, the PGA Toutr’s been great. Could they proba- 
bly, you know, throw some more our way? Maybe. Yeah, not 
maybe, but the top players, if I was a top player I would want 


alittle more. The TV contract’s massive. I still think, Pve said 


135. "Joseph LaManga. 
136. Tough scene for an influencer. 
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it forever, why are we out money every week? If ’m one of 
the 125, which I have been for 20 years, why am I not starting 
out with some money? Why do we not get 250 grand out of 
the gates.” [’m all for charity, I do a lot for charity, I help out 
people all the time, but you know. 


“Like last week [in Phoenix], I mean, how is that purse not 
$40 million? You tell me they didn’t make enough money? 
And [ve got to go through all that for two days and leave 
with nothing? That’s kind of unfair really. You know, when 
the guys in baseball or basketball, these guys get worn out, 
they’re making 300 grand that night. I mean, that’s nice. 


“IT see where Phil is, I see where these other guys are, but I 
really think you’re going to need some of the younger guys 
to do it. The fact that Tiger’s against it and Rahm and Mori- 
kawa and Cantlay. I mean, and Rory is a big thing. Rory’s our 
chairman of the Tour. I think it’s phenomenal. We haven’t 
had a top player be the chairman of our PAC forever. Tiger, 
Phil, they were on top, they never did it. ’m glad that Rory’s 
that way. I’m really glad that Tiger says what he says and his 
legacy’s with the Tour. I firmly believe he believes that. And 
they could pay him, whatever, $500 [million] to be part of 
that tour, but I really believe he doesn’t want to be associated 
with that group. That’s kind of how I see it. If Phil is really 
trying to help us out, leverage and get more money for us, 
that would be awesome because Phil has the name to be able 


to do it, he really does. 


137. It was a good point, and the Tour is starting everyone with $500K now. 

138. $300K a night in hoops sounds like a lot, but it’s only $24M a year, which is about half 
of what superstars make. Incredibly, Pat Perez nailed a not-that-easy math equation in the 
middle of a rant about professional golf. 
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“Jay Monahan’s done a phenomenal job” getting our purses 
to go up. We’ve got $12 million events now, $20 million 
events and they’re only going to keep climbing. I heard in 
five years the FedExCup winner is going to win $52 million. 


That’s pretty awesome, and as he should, as he should. 


“Jay and the Tour, from what I understand, is doing a phe- 
nomenal job. They talk about growing the game. I don’t see 
how that group over there is growing the game. The Tour has 
done phenomenal things .. . Phil’s made a fortune. I don’t 
know how much more fortune he needs, but if he is really 
trying to help our Tour, I’d be behind him for that. I just don’t 
know about it. Like I said, I don’t know enough about what 
this guy’s saying or this guy’s saying or what’s going on with 
the tour because I haven’t been approached by anybody, so I 
really have no idea of what the Saudi group is trying to do, 
where they’re going to play, do they have spots. 


“... Pve got no reason to bitch about anything. ’m kind of 


one of those lucky guys that I think I see it the right way.” 


It’s almost like... Pat Perez will say anything he thinks you want 
to hear. 

A lot of people got very angry that I called Adam Scott the worst 
iton player in his group with Morikawa and Spieth. Not sorry [sort 
golfers on Data Golf by approach play over the last two years]... 
because it’s true. 

Tiger visited the CBS booth and Nantz went full Robert Shapiro 


trying to get a return date out of him to no avail. He did say, however, 


139. Pat Perez four months later: [Jay Monahan] doesn’t listen to the players. Somehow 
the Tour they keep talking about, ‘Oh, yeah, we work for you, we work for the players, we 
work for the players. It’s the opposite. Seems like we work for them. We don't have a say in 
anything’ 
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that he has a lot of walks on the beach in front of him before he can 
contend at the highest level again, which is an extremely normal way 
to prepare for sporting championships. JRay pointed out perhaps the 
thing I love very most about Cat: His abiding love for a game that has 
gripped him for four consecutive decades: That Tiger so clearly loves 
golf is one of the most apparent elements of this interview. He remem- 
bets the putter Ian Baker-Finch used when they played together in a 
round 30 years ago. 

Nantz asked him, “Is the speed still there?” Tiger responded, 
“You saw the father-son...” [Kermit, wearing red and black, sipping 
tea meme]. 

DJ and Bryson released statements on Sunday morning of Riv 
week. DJ: “I feel it is now time to put such speculation to rest. I am 
fully committed to the PGA Tour.” Bryson: “While there has been a 
lot of speculation surrounding my support for another tour, I want 
to make it very clear that as long as the best players in the world are 
playing the PGA Tour, so will 1° 4 

Adam Scott wore tan for four straight days, seemingly just because 
he’s Adam Scott and can wear whatever he wants and still be Adam Scott. 

Joaquin Niemann ostensibly won the golf tournament. Who can 
say, teally. The leaderboard says he beat Morikawa and Cam Young by 
two a piece after opening 63-63. The golf, as was true for so much of 
the year, seemed almost incidental to everything else that was happen- 
ing. That’s a shame, albeit one rich with dramatic content. 

Niemann’s win did get me thinking, though, about how unfor- 
tunate it is that we talk 100x more about who won the U.S. Open 
ot PGA in a given year than who won Riviera or Bay Hill. ’m not 


saying all of those events are equivalent, only that the big-time Tour 


140. This was another opportunity, with the release of Bryson’s statement on his various 
social media accounts, to remind everyone that his personal logo is an outline of his face 
with a paperboy cap on his head and that logo is stitched on the hats he wears like one of 
those Inception memes. 

141. Tron: IMO the Saudis should give Kokrak the entire $1.5 billion now. That's the only 
option. 
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events should be discussed with greater reverence than they are. We 
tend to split wins into two categories: majors and non-majors, and we 
sometimes throw all 43 non-majors into the same bucket. That’s the 
Tour’s fault for having 43 non-majors, of course, but ’m hopeful that 
the elevated slate!” will help differentiate between winning Riv and 


winning, well, the Honda. 


Speaking of Freezing Cold Takes, Rory famously declared LIV 


cooked on Sunday evening after the Genesis. 


“Who’s left? Who’s left to gor I mean, there’s no one. It’s 
dead in the water in my opinion. Yeah, I just can’t see any 


reason why anyone would go.” 


As for the Tour? 


“T would say don’t try to fix something that’s not broken. I 
don’t think that the Tour and the system is broken. Are there 
things that could evolve and get better and maybe create 
better fan experiences for people watching at home“? or 
that come to tournaments, different formats, stuff like that? 
Yeah, of course. Thete’s certainly room for all of that, but all 
I would say to the golf fans is the PGA Tour are working on 
that, and there is room for some other things at the top of the 
game that guys can get excited about and that the fans can get 
excited about and maybe switch it up from just regular the 72 


holes week in and week out.” 


While LIV certainly made the Tour the more attractive professional 


golf option (I just wrote an entire section about this very thing), one 


142. It already needs a new name. 
143. 1 think Rory might listen to Hamsterdam. 
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unintended consequence hete is that it also made us forget about all 
of its warts. The Tour has some real fundamental problems—some of 
which were exposed by LIV’s emergence—but in rushing to defend 
the Tour because it’s the obvious side you want to be on here, we 
[raises hand] often seemed to willfully forget all the problems we had 
with it just six months prior. This is perhaps the fog of war, but I 
hope it doesn’t result in the Tour coming out of all of this thinking, 
Yeah, wee nailing it. | don’t think it will because of how much it has 
been forced to change and change usually engenders humility, but I 
certainly think it could emerge from some of this with a newfound 


(and undeserved?) sense of arrogance. 


Phil released his mea culpa (if it can be called that?) the week 


after Riv.“ 


It started: “Although it doesn’t look this way now .. .” which 
is how I imagine most letters, posts, press conferences, inter- 


views, and general interactions from Phil should start. 


“There is the problem of off record comments being shared 
out of context and without my consent, but the bigger issue 
is that I used words I sincerely regret that do not reflect my 
true feelings or intentions. It was reckless, I offended people, 
and I am deeply sorry for my choice of words. ’m beyond 
disappointed and will make every effort to self-reflect and 


learn from this. 


“Golf desperately needs change, and real change is always 
preceded by disruption. I have always known that criticism 
would come with exploring anything new. I still chose to put 
144. Dan Rapaport: One thing a tour player said to me last week about Phil Mickelson, 


anonymously, has stuck with me. “This is nothing new. The world is just starting to see 
what we've known.” 
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myself at the forefront of this to inspite change, taking the 
hits publicly to do the work behind the scenes. My experience 
with LIV Golf Investments has been very positive. I apolo- 
gize for anything I said that was taken out of context. The 
specific people I have worked with are visionaries and have 
only been supportive. More importantly they passionately 
love golf and share my drive to make the game better. They 
have a clear plan to create an updated and positive experi- 
ence for everyone including players, sponsors, networks, and 


fans.” 


In other words... 


I didn’t say this. 
I shouldn’t have said this. 
I’m a martyr for saying this. 


You misinterpreted this, and I’m a hero. 


Here’s how he ended. 


“T have made a lot of mistakes in my life and many have been 
shared with the public. My intent was never to hurt anyone 
and I’m so sorry to the people I have negatively impacted. 
This has always been about supporting the players and the 
game and I appreciate all the people who have given me the 
benefit of the doubt. 


“Despite my belief that some changes have already been made 
within the overall discourse, I know I need to be accountable. 
For the past 31 years I have lived a very public life and I have 
strived to live up to my own expectations, be the role model 


the fans deserve, and be someone that inspires others. I’ve 
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worked to compete at the highest level, be available to media, 
represent my sponsors with integrity, engage with volunteers, 


and sign every autograph for my incredible fans. 


“T have experienced many successful and rewarding moments 
that I will always cherish, but I have often failed myself and 
others too. The past 10 years I have felt the pressure and stress 
slowly affecting me at a deeper level. I know I have not been 
my best and desperately need some time away to prioritize the 


ones I love most and work on being the man I want to be.” 


My biggest takeaway from his apology at the time was that he 
regretted how it came out but did not regret the path that he’d chosen. 
It was fairly obvious—if difficult to internalize—in the moment that 
Phil was done with the PGA Tour and going to LIV whether anyone 


was going with him or not. Here’s what I wrote at the time. 


The most interesting lines of Phil’s statement are... 1. Golf 
desperately needs change, and real change is always pre- 
ceded by disruption. 2. [LIV Golf has] a clear plan to create 
an updated and positive experience for everyone including 
players, sponsors, networks, and fans. Those words—along 
with not mentioning the PGA Tour at all—imply that he 
doesn’t really think this was a bad idea, only that he’s bummed 
it won’t work and/or bummed that he didn’t get everything 
he wanted from the Tour because he said something he 


shouldn’t have. 


Which I think leads me to wonder whether this is just going 
to happen again with different actors and at a different time. 
Is that scenario or the scenario of Phil playing out his Tour 


days at the Fortinet and Farmers more likely? He’s clearly 
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tired of Tour life (understandable) and seemingly wants to 
get his competitive fix at the majors and barnstorm for cash 
during the rest of it. It seems like if he was going to give that 
idea up, he would have said something like, “Sorry, Jay” in 


his statement. 
Shipnuck responded to the was-it-on-or-off-the-record question. 


I got one text from him and his tone was—he was displeased 
g P 

... he tried to go down that road of, “Oh, I thought this was a 
ptivate conversation between you and I? and I shut that down 


t.'© And his heart wasn’t really in it anyway. He knows 


real fas 
the truth, I don’t know what he’s going to say going forward but 
he knows that this was an on-the-record conversation and it was 


for the book and he never asked for any of this to be private. 


You can spin a lot of things but it’s hard to lie face-to-face to the 
person that knows the truth. He can tell what he wants to other 
people, but he and I know what happened and there’s no use 
trying to bullshit me because I was there. And so he didn’t try 
very hard, it was a short pithy text and I wrote back and that’s 


been the sum total [of our interaction] since the story dropped. 


DJ Pie summed it all up pretty well: Gonna get a time machine and 
go back to that boring 2016 PGA Championship and see what I can 
get people to believe: 


* Tiger gets arrested. 
* Tiger wins the Masters. 


¢ Phil wins a major at 51. 


145. Phil, it turns out, called Shipnuck and never asked that what he said be kept off the 
record. 
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* Tiger almost loses a leg. 
¢ Phil tries to start a tour with MBS. 


¢ Rory wins no majors. 


I told him I’d believe all of them before I’d believe he was actually 
at the 2016 PGA. 


Z) was named Ryder Cup captain. I knew it was coming, but that 
didn’t make it easier to accept that if the U.S. wins Rome next year 
that Sam Snead, Seve Ballesteros, Jack Nicklaus, and Zach Johnson 
will be the only golfers to win a major at the Old Course, Augusta, 
and captain a winning Ryder Cup team. ZJ should be easy to like and 
even revere. He won at the two most famous courses on the planet 
with a game that if he was coming out of college right now, we 
wouldn’t predict could pick up a Korn Ferry card at Q-school. But 
the corncob in the Claret Jug and the practice swing taps and the big 
mitts and the raising the roof on the first tee at the Ryder Cup—the 
juxtaposition of him acting, simultaneously, as if he’s never been on 
television before and also as if he can’t get enough of the camera— 
make revering him impossible and even being compelled by him 
rather difficult. 

And of course he gets a road game vs. a post-golden era European 
team and is probably going to break a 30-year drought . . . it’s going to 
be the Ryder Cup version of laying up on every par 5 at Augusta and 
wearing a green jacket at the end of it. 

Greg Norman responded to the brewing LIV-PGA Tour melee 
with a letter to Jay Monahan and the best opening line in the history 


of letters from former No. 1 players to commissioners. 


Surely you jest. And surely your lawyers at the PGA Tour 
must be holding their breath. 
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How epic if it had just ended there. Norman continued though. 


As has been widely reported, you have threatened the players 
on the PGA Tour, all of whom are independent contractors, 
with lifetime bans if they decide to play golf in a league spon- 
sored by anyone other than the Tour. For decades, I have 
fought for the rights of players to enjoy a career in which they 
are fully and properly rewarded for their efforts. They are 
one-in-a-million athletes. Yet for decades, the Tour has put 
its own financial ambitions ahead of the players, and every 


player on the Tour knows it. 


In some sense, he’s right. Again, according to Andy Johnson, some 
Tour executives are bonused on creating maximum playing oppor- 
tunities and maximum prize distribution. But creating more playing 
opportunities will likely lead to a watered-down and less attractive 
product overall, which can paradoxically lead to less revenue and less 


money for players to earn. 

Then Norman dropped this gem. 
The Tour is the Players Tour not your administration’s tour. 
Why do you call the crown jewel in all tournaments outside 
the majors “The Players Championship” and not “The 


Administration’s Championship?” 


Commissioner — this is just the beginning. It certainly is not 
the end. 


The Administration’s Championship! 


No, really, the Administration’s Championship is an all-timer. 
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One interesting aspect of LIV is that its players and executives 
really did make some well-founded points about the Tour that were 
true, but they could not have made them in a less-palatable way. 
This has been Norman’s corner for decades, though. He’s not in it 
to improve the Tour’s product. And if Phil was, then his scary MFers 
quote ended all of that. Here’s the thing: I want to buy into a lot of 
these points, but I don’t want sidling up to the Saudi Arabian gov- 
ernment or engaging in the constant self-aggrandizement to be my 
prerequisites for doing so. 

This is where LIV whiffed over and over. The Tour, as LIV has 
proved, was vulnerable in some important ways, and yet LIV has 
failed at every turn—and in most scenarios, gone out of its way to 


fail—in galvanizing normal golf fans. I wrote this recently about LIV. 


I think part of what frustrates me most is the arrogance that 
almost everyone associated with the organization has when 
it comes to what they’re building. Nearly every prominent 
person (besides DJ?) has talked and acted like what they’re 
doing is a revolution. There’s a way to disrupt a long-estab- 
lished industry with humility that would engender goodwill 
from those who are following and covering, and they have 
run the other way. It’s OK for LIV fans (bots) to say, “Hey, 
this is Year 1, we’re working some stuff out, itll be great at 
some point—here are the things that are already better than 
the Tour.” Instead, all I hear is about how LIV already solved 
all of golf’s problems in three short months. LIV has gotten 
a lot of things right that the PGA Tour either wouldn’t or 
couldn’t act on because of its size. That should be celebrated. 
But it’s tough to celebrate an organization that ran through 
the tunnel thumping its chest when it had yet to even play a 


single game. 
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LIV makes rooting for the PGA Tour (the PGA Tour!) feel easy, 
dutiful, and sometimes even exhilarating. That is so difficult to do! 

In the middle of all of this—the Phil apology, the Norman letter— 
Rory posted this quote on Instagram: Do not spoil what you have by 
desiring what you have not; remember that what you now have was 
once among the things you only hoped for. -Epicurus 

It was posted with a pettiness normally reserved for the NBA off- 
season, not Honda Classic week.'"° Speaking of which, there was (1 
think) a tournament that was played the week after Riv. 

Sepp Straka won it after Daniel Berger kicked it away and Shane 
Lowry couldn’t take advantage. Berger made one putt on Sunday 
longer than 29 inches, and Lowry got hung up in an insane rainstorm 
at the end of the event that lasted about seven minutes. 

Straka is a sweet-swinging Austrian who moved to Valdosta, 
Georgia, as a kid, played at UGA and... travels to tournaments 
with Diet Coke if he knows the event provides Pepsi products. 
He’s absolutely going to beat JT 4 and 2 on Sunday in Rome and 
walk around with a CamelBak of spiked diet soda at the afterparty. 
There won't be enough of Z]’s big mitts to handle the takes when 
that happens. 

Speaking of Berger, since golf restarted in June 2020, the 10 best 


players statistically (most strokes gained per round) are as follows." 


* Jon Rahm 

¢ Patrick Cantlay 

¢ Xander Schauffele 
* Rory McIlroy 

¢ Justin Thomas 

¢ Dustin Johnson 


* Scottie Scheffler 


146. Also, great quote. 
147. As of Nov. 1, 2022. 
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* Daniel Berger 
¢ Viktor Hovland 
* Cam Smith 


How rarely do we think (or talk) about Berger being in that group. 
The reason? The other nine have a combined 42 OWGR victories. He 
has just two. 

@useGolfFACTS went ham on ShotLink because of something 
Data Golf posted.“® Here’s the full three-part rant—all three parts 
are responses to different tweets—with no punctuation or spelling 


corrected.“ 


1. If these “stats” are from PGA Tours’ ShotLink driving 
DIST has been incorrect and sitting at 287yds...for 3 
years. They pick 2 holes on a course And they throw out 
10 percent of what they deem “outliers”. Go to the DP 


world tour stats-avg drive dist. and it’s around 296. 


2. Oh... like skewing their ShotLink data to delineate a 
players streneths/marginalize them in the game, mean- 
while using ShotLink to create stats that prop up their 
“boys” with inflated stats. all to MISINFORM the 
public. That’s been going on for years now, IMO. 


3. The Tour owns and runs ShotLink - I believe? It’s well 
known they control just about everything IMO. Quite a 
shame, but I was speaking with a great statistician a few 
months ago and he said he stopped looking at ShotLink 


data years ago because it was so flawed and inaccurate. 


148. Imagine showing a normal person that sentence and asking them to decipher what 
was being discussed. 
149. The only way to post UGF rants. 
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It reads like someone delivering a satirical political speech mimick- 
ing an agerieved Mike Gundy. 

The Seminole Pro-Member happened. Most of the top 10 players 
in the world played in it, and yet the crooked OWGR once again with- 
held world ranking points from these hard-working professionals. 
How many years must this go on before someone speaks up? 

With the Florida swing underway, Masters nuggets began. Perhaps 
the best one I’ve ever found is as follows: Gary Player holds the record 
tor most Masters played with 52. In his first, he played in the same 
field as Fred McLeod, who was born in 1882. In his last, he played in 
the same field as Ryo Ishikawa, who was born in 1991. Greatest sport. 

It’s not surprising that this is true, but it’s still shocking to see 
written down: The Arnold Palmer Invitational purse was bigger 
than the purse of 452 of the 458 major championships ever played 
at that point. 

Tiger won the PIP and used the occasion to dance on Phil’s brag- 
gadocious tweet from the previous December about how he had won. 
Cat retweeted it with a “whoops,” which was about as out of character 
as it gets for him. I have a lot of questions. Did Steiny take the controls 
for a few minutes? Was Tiger in the middle of a Dean Koontz sus- 
pense novel and went momentarily off the rails? Charlie? Sam? Erica? 
Would watch a longer-than-15-minutes-but-shorter-than-25-minutes 
documentary about this tweet. 

The cheeky paradox trotted out when Tiger won the PIP was 
that he won $8 million for hitting exactly zero shots in PGA Tour 
events. However, Pat Perez, of all people, summed it up well at 


Riviera a few weeks earlier. 


“The PIP program’s kind of a joke,” said Perez. “Give Tiger 


the 40 and say we owe you another zero. They owe Tiger 


150. Also, John Wall got $44 million for zero shots in 2021, too. So I don’t know how unfair 
the PIP is compared to other leagues. 
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$400, $500 million easily. There should be no program. Here 
you go, here’s 50, thanks for being incredible, here’s the 
money we owe you because you brought in hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars to us. Guys like me, to be able to make, you 
know, a couple million dollars a year is unbelievable and it’s 


only because of him.” 


Rory called the PGA Tour “the best structure in sports for a league 
of athletes or members.” You know how Wirecutter feeds you “the 
best__ for the most people” when you're looking for wire- 
less keyboards or miniature lathes or whatever? That’s the PGA Tout. 
It’s the best league for most professional athletes. 

However, it is not the best structure for the top players, Rory 
included. Think about it this way: The Tour sells tickets, ads, televi- 
sion deals, and most everything else on the historical work of Rory, 
Tiger, Phil, Spieth, and JT. CBS and NBC paid the Tour billions of 
dollars based on how certain the future is based on their recent past. 
And yet, none of those guys are guaranteed money in any given year. 
That’s the beauty of a meritocracy, of course, but ’m not sure it’s the 
best business model. Trying to reconcile those two realities is what 
everyone spent most of the year doing, whether they realized it or not. 
This is also what the PIP has been trying to solve as it’s the Tout’s 
attempted version of guaranteeing contracts. 

Can you have both the meritocracy and the guaranteed money? 
And was Phil right about all of this? 

First, I was not convinced of combining meritocracy and guaranteed 
money for most of the year. Even though I didn’t like it, I thought the 
latter was the future and said so somewhat loudly throughout 2022. 
However, the Tour’s compromise is actually a good one and something I 
support. It was so insane for players who were effectively responsible for 
the majority of the revenue to be guaranteed less money than the execu- 


tives who were selling them as a product. Nobody would ever tell George 
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Clooney, Well, weve going to wait to see what those streaming numbers 
are and then we'll get you paid based on that. That would be crazy! And 
yet, that’s more or less what the Tour has been doing. 

The PIP is an imperfect solution because, unless you're Cat, you 
ptobably have to show up to events to find yourself in the top 20 to 
have the relevance to get in the money. But given how complicated the 
Tour’s 501()(6) business is, the PIP is probably as close to guaranteed 
money as the Tour will ever get! and certainly better than nobody 
being guaranteed anything at all. 

On the Phil side of things, I’m still a little confused about—if you 
believe he was right—specifically what he was right about. Phil spent 
a lot of time hollering about NFTs and media rights, and those things 
were just not central to most of what came about as a result of LIV. He 
also said the Tour was sitting on reserves, which was true, although 
how much they had and how easily they mobilized these reserves is 


still a bit murky. 


Here’s what Jay Monahan said later in the year at the Tour 
Championship. 


“The money comes from three sources: One, I would say .. . this 
year that we’te in, the Tour is having its strongest year in history 


of the PGA Tour and is performing well ahead of budget. 


“Secondly, as you’ve heard me talk about before, the Tour 
through the years has been very prudent in managing its 
finances and building reserves and being in a position to be 
able to invest in programs that are going to help the Tour 
grow. That’s what they’re there for, and that’s what we’ll con- 


tinue to use them for. 


151. Depending on how you categorize tournament sponsor money that flows to players 
(ie. RBC and Dustin Johnson or Rocket Mortgage and Rickie Fowler). 
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“T would say additionally our partners, our sponsors, and all of 
our partners who want to get behind and are getting behind the 
direction that we’re going in, want to be a part of the continued 
growth and evolution of the Tour. They recognize that with the 
changes we’re talking about today, the changes that we’ve made 
prior to today, and the direction we’re heading in, we’re going 


to be creating more value. 


“When you create more value, you're going to get more 


income coming into the business.” 


That last part—regarding partners—teads like a hope more than a 
certainty. I don’t think it’s clear that the Tour just logged onto its Bank 
of America account and transferred $100 million over to a handful 
of tournaments and $60 more million into the PIP fund and so on. 
It was a lot more complicated than that, and it remains unclear how 
much of the money they’ve committed to 2023 and beyond has been 
recouped.” 

Was Phil right? I don’t know that. Alan Shipnuck posited at The 
Fire Pit Collective that Phil had been wanting for years for top players 
to be paid more (they are) and for the Tour to consolidate more events 
only featuring its stars (also check). If he campaigned for those things 
as changes in 2022, he didn’t do so loudly. Or maybe I just couldn’t 
hear him because I had the $20 billion number ringing in my ears. 

What I do know is that to win the battle, Phil lost the war. This is 
emblematic of how he operates, of course, and it often benefits him 
at the expense of everyone else. Golf is broken right now. The majors 
are being asked to make decisions about situations they had no hand 


in creating. The Ryder Cup is a complete question mark. And there is 


152. One source insinuated to me that part of the Tour's reserve was actually the Tour 
dipping into its line of credit to help bring about all these changes in 2022. That's fine 
as a wartime option, but it’s neither congruent with what Phil claimed ($800 million in 
reserves) nor sustainable in the long term. 


Normal Sport Vol. II FIGJAMMED 117 


zeto unification across all tours. The PGA Tour is complicit in some 
of that, but Phil is patient zero. He sank the Lusitania. I believe there 
was a way to accomplish 90 percent of what went down without split- 


ting the sport in half. Here’s what Rory said later in the year. 


“As much as I probably don’t want to give Phil any sort of 
credit at all, yeah, there were certain points that he was trying 
to make. But there’s a way to go about them. There’s a way to 
collaborate. There’s a way—you get all the top players in the 
world together and you get them on the same page. You then 
go to the Tour and you suggest ideas and you work together. 
[What Tiger and I did] was pure collaboration. As I said, this 
isn’t some sort of renegade group trying to take some sort 
of power grab of the PGA Tour. This is, ‘Okay, how can we 
make this Tour better for everyone that’s going to play on 
it now and everyone that’s going to play on the PGA Tour 


going forward?’ 


“Were some of these ideas, did they have merit? Of course 


they did. But he just didn’t approach it the right way.” 


Shipnuck wrote this about Phil, too. 


The lingering bitterness toward Mickelson—not just from 
players but also fans and other stakeholders in the game—is 
less about what he did than how he did it, particularly the 
sneakiness. He was conducting stealthy negotiations with 
Monahan while at the same time secretly helping the Saudis 
organize LIV. Acting as a double agent inevitably leaves both 
sides with the gnawing suspicion that the two-timer is only 
out for himself; in McHroy’s formulation, it was “a renegade 


group trying to take some sort of power grab of the PGA 
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Tour.” Rory and Tiger have taken the exact opposite tact of 


Mickelson’s self-serving approach. 


These new guardians of the Tour have solicited consensus 
and fostered solidarity, galvanizing the other players to work 
together for the greater good. (This approach inevitably 
benefits the individuals too). McIlroy and Woods have been 
hailed for their leadership, and their standing in the game has 
only been further solidified. 


It was only 15 months ago that Mickelson, at the age of 51, won 
the PGA Championship in the crowning moment of a legend- 
ary career. As he was enveloped in a delirious crush of fans 
on the final fairway of the Ocean Course, one of golf’s most 
enduringly popular players had never been more beloved. But 
behind the scenes, forces were already in motion that would 
forever cloud his legacy and turn him into a pariah on the 
tour that made him a star. Mickelson has earned a nine-figure 
bonanza from LIV and helped reshape the landscape of pro- 
fessional golf. But it is impossible not to wonder if, in his quiet 


moments, he still believes this fight was worth it. 


For what it’s worth, here’s what Phil said late in the year: “It was 
stated very clearly that nothing was going to happen. Unless there 
was leverage, nothing was going to change. And all players should be 
appreciative of what LIV is doing. The players on LIV for the oppor- 
tunity they are getting. And the PGA Tour for the leverage that was 
provided to get these changes done.” 

Jon Rahm didn’t really disagree: “As players, we have been told [by 
Tour leadership] a million and a half times, ‘You are the PGA Tour’ And 
I think recently might be the first time I feel like they actually care about 
what players think.” 
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As Soly has stated several times, I think the players are just now start- 
ing to understand what kind of power they wield as a galvanized unit. 

OK, after that lengthy detour down LIV Lane, let’s go back to 
Match and the API. And what do you know, here’s more of Rory 
talking about Phil. 


“Phil will be back,” he said. “I think the players want to see 
him back. He’s done such a wonderful job for the game of 
golf, and he’s represented the game of golf very, very well 
for the entirety of his career. We all make mistakes. We all 
say things we want to take back. No one is different in that 
regard. But we should be allowed to make mistakes, and we 
should be allowed to ask for forgiveness and for people to 
forgive us and move on. Hopefully, he comes back at some 
stage, and he will, and people will welcome him back and be 
glad that he is back.” 


We should be allowed to make mistakes, and we should be allowed 
to ask tor forgiveness and for people to forgive us and move on. 
Imagine disliking Rory principally because he’s headlining the PGA 
Tour, and you’ve sold yourself out to all things LIV. 

Rahm fatted a 1-foot putt at Bay Hill, which is another documen- 
tary | would watch. 

Adam Scott on Rory, who he was paired with for the first two 
rounds of the API: “He’s a guy I can watch play and get positive swing 
thoughts for myself. I love watching him swing a golf club. I think 
almost everyone in the world would say that. But he’s a guy I like 
watching play.” 

Rory on Adam Scott: “Anyone could watch Adam Scott swing the 
club all day long. He’s got a nice rhythm.” 

It’s good to know that Rory and Adam Scott talk about each other 


the way everyone else talks about them. 


o. 


Pas 
a 
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A video of Donald Trump calling John Daly emerged. The speaker 
was on, and the content was incredible: “Y’know, [Putin] was a friend 
of mine. I got along great with him. I said, ‘Vladimir, if you do it, we’re 
hitting Moscow.’ And he sort of believed me, 5 percent, 10 percent, 
that’s all you need.” 

Former world leader calling a golfer who posts up outside a Hooters 
during the Masters every year as (perhaps a larger) part of his annual 
revenue to discuss the details of a war. Very, very normal stuff. 

Rory had to wait for a fire truck going between the hedges during 
his back nine at Bay Hill. Sure. The conditions at Bay Hill all week 
were wild. Tour players aren’t exactly amenable to wind and fire, but 
this year seemed particularly egregious. It was nearly impossible to 
hit shots close—just 18 Mutombos on the greens throughout the golf 
course. If you believe that great design should reward great shots 
and punish bad ones, I’m not sure that’s what this was. | think it was 
just an infliction of golf torture because that’s what the conditions 
and the golf course called for. That’s different, for sure, and probably 
preferable to, say, the Rocket Mortgage Classic setup, but ’m not sure 
it identifies the best golfer. 

Gary Woodland went eagle-double on 16 and 17 down the stretch 
to grab the lead and then punt it right back away. Scottie Scheffler 
won by shooting 35 on the back nine with five fairways hit. It was 
a testament to how much he’d improved on and around the greens 
in 2022. At that point, he was more or less hitting the ball the same 
as he had in the previous few years, but he was winning because of 


an improved short game. Of the four best fields in 2022—Kapalua, 


153. Rapaport: Bay Hill becoming one of the hardest courses on tour, particularly on 
Sundays, could have an interesting effect on strength of field. Will the top guys want to 
get their teeth kicked in week before Players? I wonder if some already don't play for this 
reason. They don't have a choice now! 

154. Bacon: My guess for what golfers would shoot if they played Bay Hill in these current 
conditions: Scratch: 88 or higher 7 handicap: 98 or higher 14 handicap: would not finish 
(ran out of balls and/or ran out of sanity). 

155. Soly: Playing a two hole stretch in even par without a birdie, par, or bogey, is legiti- 
mately sick. 
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Phoenix, Riviera, and Bay Hill—Scheffler had won two of them. That 
would continue to be a theme. 
Hov finished T2, which meant that in his last eight starts world- 
wide, he had six top fives, three wins, and $5.5M earned. Seems good. 
The Tour started Players week the way it should always start Players 


week. With a statement that read as follows. 


REMINDER — Every shot will be captured and transmit- 
ted live this week through The Players enhanced coverage on 
PGA Tour Live/ESPN+, Golf Channel and NBC. Producers 
will have ability to mute when needed, however, be mindful 


of what you say and do on the course. 


That Rahm and Hatton weren’t specifically named in this was the 


upset of the year. 


JRay summed up the bridge from API to Players week well, and it 
was a microcosm for golf as a whole. Totally in flux with an unknown 


but also potentially exciting future: 


Interesting transitional week in golf: 

Tiger goes into Hall of Fame 

First Players without Tiger or Phil since 1994 

Ist time in OWGR history entire top-5 is under 30 

10 of the top-12 in the world weren’t alive when Phil won his 
first PGA Tour event (1991) 


I feel the same at the end of the year about the Tout’s biggest event 
as I did after the API: I love it. I love Players week. I don’t really care 
if you categorize it as a major, a non-major, a mega-elevated event, or 
whatever else. The reality is that it’s the best field in golf playing an 


interesting, recognizable course in a unique event with massive career 
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implications. The recognizable part matters a lot because it means 
we have a history with the course, which brings about nostalgia, and 
nostalgia is always a compelling trait in this sport. At the time I noted 
that it’s so rare for all the best players to gather* and so much fun 
when they do. I could not have known, though, just how much fun 
and just how unrecognizable this year’s Players course and conditions 


would be as one of the best weeks of the year began. 


156. That’s not going to be true anymore. 


Chapter 5 


I Am Sam 


by: Claire Rogers 


A: the Players, Jay Monahan sat down for what was—lI don’t 
think it’s a stretch to say this—one of the most anticipated 
press conferences in PGA Tour history. 


“The PGA Tour is moving on. We have too much momen- 
tum and too much to accomplish to be consistently distracted 
by rumors of other golf leagues and their attempts to disrupt 
our players, our partners, and most importantly our fans 


from enjoying the Tour and the game we all love so much.” 


Moving on? I’m sure Jay meant it at the time, but his claim of 
“moving on” from the concern of a competing golf league now reads 
a little bit like someone going through his or her first break up. I have 
no doubt there was intent to move on, but the drama, as it turned out, 


had barely even begun. 


“Yeah, I think that as it relates to Phil, you said it; the ball 


is in his court. 
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“He stepped away on his own accord, and he’s asked for time. 
He’s been given that time. We don’t comment on disciplinary 
matters, potential matters or actual matters. But every player 


is accountable for their actions out here.” 


Phil didn’t tee it up at TPC Sawgrass. Neither did Tiger. But their 
names were the two most talked about during the first half of Players 
week. Just 14 days after Phil announced that he’d be stepping away 
from the game for a bit, the Players Championship began with Mona- 
han’s now infamous press conference, where he fielded question after 
question about Lefty’s status on the PGA Tour and about the PGA 
Tour’s status itself. 

In high school, we knew if someone had been suspended. A kid 
who had cheated on a test, swore at a teacher, or who lashed out 
in some other way would be sent to the principal’s office, and we 
wouldn’t see them for a few days. The smarter students would fake a 
cough upon their return and try to play it off like they were out sick, 
but it was easy to see what was really going on. The same initially 
seemed true here as well. 

I spent more hours than I'd care to admit debating with myself 
whether Phil was suspended by the Tour. When I was waiting in line 
at the grocery store, sitting in traffic, or waiting to board a flight, this 
is where my mind wandered. For months, not knowing bothered me 
to no end. I like to take people at face value, so part of me wanted 
to believe what Monahan said. Then again, he used that “ball is in 
his court” so many times I couldn’t help but wonder if Phil was sus- 
pended and that was the only deflection Monahan could come up 
with. Then in the summer, the LIV-PGA Tour lawsuit confirmed that 


this was indeed the case. 


Here’s what GolfChannel.com said about the matter. 
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According to the lawsuit, which was filed in the Northern 
District of California, Mickelson was suspended by the Tour 
for two months for, among other reasons, “attempting to 
recruit players to join [LIV Golf]” in March. The lawsuit 
claims Mickelson appealed the suspension but was denied. 
On June 20, he applied to be reinstated but was again denied 
for violating the circuit’s policies when he played the first 


LIV Golf event in early June. 


Hither way, it matters very little now compared to how much it felt 
like it mattered in the moment. Picking apart something that hap- 
pened with Phil so many months ago feels like missing the forest for 
the trees. He no longer plays on the PGA Tour and he has made it very 
clear that he is happier playing for LIV Golf. 


Monahan also tried to clear the air regarding LIV before he was 


even asked about it. 


“I believe that our players are committed to the PGA Tour. 
You've heard from players directly with statements that they’ve 
made, interviews that they’ve had, and I also have a pretty 


good sense of every single player and where they stand.” 


Maybe at the time this was true. But let’s go back to the break-up 
analogy. Monahan knows his guys. They’ve been together for years. 
They’ve declared their loyalty to the Tour publicly as well as privately 
to Monahan. He’s being told exactly what he wants to hear. Why 
wouldn’t he believe them? The young, wealthy new league was there, 
but she hadn’t made her move—a move that would beget a thousand 
breakups—on many of the pros yet. The rumors were there, but at 
the point of the Players it still seemed too early to worry about players 


other than Phil walking out. 
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Monahan added one other notable comment. 


“We're back here, and we’re going to have full capacity, full 
crowds, the world’s best players, and we’re going to accelerate 
into our season of championships and continue to grow this 
Tour. And when we do that, all that other stuff doesn’t matter 
because we’re in a position where no one can compete with 


what we have.” 


It sounded great, really great, but it begged the more important question 
. was it true? Monahan walked this back ever so slightly over the 
summer at the Travelers Championship when he threw on an amend- 
ment that more or less said... You know, unless you run a sovereign 


nation that has limitless wealth! 


Tiger Woods was inducted into the World Golf Hall of Fame 
on Wednesday, but not before he and Charlie broke the internet 
by arriving in gym clothes. It’s not difficult to get golf fans wound 
up. Tiger in shades, a backwards hat, and some ill-fitting shorts 
will do it pretty much every time. This time, his mini-me was right 
alongside him. Unfortunately, the two changed into suits before the 
night began. 

To know Tiger is seemingly also to know Charlie. We’ve seen them 
tee it up twice at the PNC Championship together. We’ve seen the 
videos of their crazily similar mannerisms, of Tiger on the bag for 
him at random junior golf events in Florida, and we’ve heard the 
stories about Charlie (and Tiger) hanging out with Justin Thomas at 
the Woods family home. But on Wednesday night in Ponte Vedra, 
the world got to meet 16-year-old Sam Woods as she introduced her 


father. And by getting to know Sam, we got to know Tiger even better. 


157. Monahan also said that the Tour will “grow faster over the next 10 years than we have 
at any other point in our history.” 
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During her speech, Sam recalled Tiger missing an 18-foot putt at 
the 2007 U.S. Open to force a playoff. 


“He then had to rush to the airport, fly from Pittsburgh to 
Orlando, and drive to the Winnie Palmer Hospital. Within 
five minutes of walking into the hospital room, still wearing 
his red golf shirt, on June 18, I was born. He may have lost 


that day, but he won the greatest gift of all.” 


Boom. Step aside, Tiger and Charlie. For the last 16 years, Sam 
has been the hidden gem of the Woods family. Older sisters every- 


where rejoice. 


“Whether it’s on FaceTime or school pickup or violin 
concerts or when we fail to teach our dogs tricks, 
he’s always there, and it’s been at the soccer fields 
and golf tournaments over the years that Charlie and 
I have begun to realize how famous he actually is 
... how can a guy who still FaceTimes his friends to 
discuss Marvel and DC timelines and who goes to Com- 
ic-Con dressed as Batman be one of the greatest golfers 


that ever lived?” 


Is Dad Tiger the best version of them all? Sam makes a com- 
pelling argument. [’m officially more interested in learning what 
he’s like off the course than discussing a putt he made a decade 
ago. We spent years getting to know “serious” Tiger. The one who 
would wake up, run four miles, lift, practice, play 18 holes, prac- 
tice some more, and then go for another run before winding down 
for the day. 

And there Sam was, telling us this is the same guy who goes to 


Comic-Con dressed as Batman? 
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That’s not normal and I can’t wrap my head around it. But I also 
can’t quite wrap my head around the mundane things Tiger does, like 
sitting in the school pickup line or teaching his dogs—who have no 


idea that he’s won 15 major championships—new tricks. 


And then Tiger spoke. He highlighted the fact that he didn’t 
become the best player in the world by himself. The Tiger that kept 
his head down and minded his own business for years finally gave us 
a look behind the curtain. He talked about hard work, junior golf, the 
color of his skin, and the sacrifices his parents made that allowed him 


to excel. 


“One of the things that dad had instilled in me is that he grew 
up in an era, same era as Charlie Sifford and why my son is 
named after Charlie, [where] you had to be twice as good 
to be given half a chance. So that understanding and that 
drive, as Sam said, train hard, fight easy. I made practicing so 
difficult, hurt so much, because I wanted to make sure that 
I was ready come game time. I hit thousands of balls, hands 


bleeding, aching, just so that I could play in a tournament. 


“Playing at some of these golf courses, I was not allowed in 
the clubhouses where all the other juniors were. The color 
of my skin dictated that. As I got older, that drove me even 
mote. So as I was denied access into the clubhouses, that’s 
fine. Put my shoes on here in the parking lot. I asked two 
questions only, that was it. Where was the first tee, and what 


was the course record. Not complicated.” 


Tiger’s life has been far more complex than we give it credit for, but 
if there’s ever been a single sentence that summed up his ethos, Where 


was the first tee, and what was the course record is a ptetty good one. 
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Then Tiger talked about his family. 


“So my family made a tough decision, and at the age of 14 
and a half we took out a second mortgage so I could go out 
and play the AJGA Tour. Mom stayed at home. Dad traveled. 
And I went out and played the AJGA Tour on our second 
mortgage. So without the sacrifices of mom who took me to 
all those junior golf tournaments, and dad, who’s not here, 
but who instilled in me this work ethic to fight for what I 
believe in, chase after my dreams, nothing’s ever going to be 
given to you, everything’s going to be earned. If you don’t go 
out there and put in the work, you don’t go out and put in the 
effort, one, you’re not going to get the results, but two, and 


more importantly, you don’t deserve it. You need to earn it.” 


Td always thought of Earl Woods as the strict army officer father 
who pushed his son in a way most parents wouldn’t. It didn’t occur 
to me just how much the Woods family had to give up in order for 
their son to chase his dream, or just how much those words from Earl 


mean to Tiger. 


“You need to earn it.” 


Tm a big fan of competitive Tiger. I like seeing him arrive at the 
course with a backwards hat and gym bag. I like watching him get 
dialed in on the range with Joe LaCava by his side, and I definitely 
enjoy seeing him take a late-afternoon Sunday walk down the 18th 
fairway in red. But this new version of Tiger allows us to get to know 
the man behind all of those moments as a human instead of a well- 


oiled machine, and for me that’s 10 times better. 


158. Or even how much they affected Tiger's stance on LIV later in the year. 
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Rory’s commentary on Tiger was terrific. 


“{He hasn’t meant] totally everything. I think the game of 
golf is going to outlive us all. There’s certainly players in 
the history of the game that leave their mark more than 
others. Tiger’s left more of a mark on this game, I think, 
than anyone else basically in history, especially since golf has 
become a profession and professional golfers have become 


sort of bigger. 


“T think the fact that he is a person of color and what that brings 
to the table in terms of golf being a more acceptable sport to 
play if you’re from a certain ethnic background, I think that has 
been—that’s left a huge mark on the game. I certainly think 
the game is more diverse because of him. And just his play in 
general and the excitement he created around the game of golf, 
he was, I'd say in his pomp in the early 2000s, he was probably 


the most famous man in the world. 


“We, as his colleagues and peers, we’ve all benefited from that. 
He made golf, professional golf at the highest level a very, very 
attractive thing to be involved in. TV paid more. Sponsors 
paid more. And then all of a sudden, his peers and colleagues 


and other players were getting paid more because of that. 


“T think we all have to be very thankful for Tiger Woods and 
when he came along, and we [are] all very fortunate that we 
played at a time that he was around because we’ve all bene- 


fited from him.” 


The purse at this year’s Players was, at that point, the biggest in golf 
history. The top 10 all earned over $500,000, and the top 36 all made 
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six or seven figures. LIV purses later in 2022 would easily top this 
one, but at the time this felt like a massive deal. 

Weather was another big story at TPC Sawgrass, and it affected 
the tournament from the very beginning. Play was suspended because 
of darkness on Thursday but not before NLU opined that Zalatoris’ 
putting stroke looks like he’s signing his name, Patrick Reed flipped 
off his ball (?), Ian Poulter sprinted to get his round in, Tommy 
Fleetwood (who shot 66 and led) called an official to confirm his ball 
was embedded before picking it up, and our beautiful Gold Boy 
made his first appearance. 

Gold Boy arrived on the scene out of absolutely nowhere, but his 
impact on the week and the world of golf was undeniable. Love him or 
hate him, this completely unnecessary special effect on the broadcast 
brought the world of golf together. Somewhere between Gold Boy using 
a squeegee on the 17th green and sinking the “better than most” putt, I 
fell for him. He had the appeal of Tiger, Arnie, and Anthony Kim com- 
bined, and his presence was stronger than Jack’s at Muirfield Village. 
Gold Boy waltzed off our screens far too soon, but not before earning 
himself a spot in my favorite category on the internet: So niche that 
anyone outside of golf would think we’ve all gone insane. 

Play was stopped on Friday, again because of rain," and the first 
round spilled into Saturday. Spieth chipped off the isthmus onto what 
was briefly considered Spieth Island after the horn blew. That was 
the only notable thing—non-Gold Boy division—that happened on 
Day 2. 

During FPriday’s rain delay, the Tour released a wonderful bit of 
content in which Monahan went up to first-timers at the Players and 


presented them with $8,000 cuff links. He was followed by another 


159. Liberal usage of the word. 

160. What a concept. 

161. This is easy to forget now, but the outlook for the Players was that it could get pushed 
into a Tuesday or even Wednesday (!) finish the following week. 

162. How is this a real thing? 
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executive who broke the news to players and their agents that the 
players would actually have to cover the cost. It’s difficult to watch 
in the way you want content like this to be difficult to watch, but the 
reactions were absolutely sensational." 

Saturday brought the ghastliest weather of the year. Cold tempera- 
tures, ripping winds, and difficulty determining which way they were 
moving. It was beautiful. The 17th was a bloodbath. Brooks lost his 
hat, and the wind on his bleached hair made him look like a backup 
singer for NSY NC. Harry Higgs took his hat off, unbuttoned another 
button on his shirt, and looked like, as @ANTIFAIdo noted, an 
“eighth-year senior who’s taken accounting four times.” JT calmed 
the storm by flighting a nasty 6 iron (!) into the 136-yard (!) hole. 

The 18th was just as eventful. Xander made an eight there right 
before ZJ (again!) accidentally hit his ball on a practice swing. How 
is he the only person this happens to? JT turned around after his 6 
iron into 17 and hit a low cut fairway wood 190 yards into a 30 MPH 
wind. He changed speeds, moved the ball left, moved it back right. 
He hit low cutters and high draws. He even elicited an “I’ve seen 
Phil do this too many times” reaction from Bones when he pulled 
driver at one point. Though JT did not go on to win (or even contend 
for) the tournament, it was a great prelude to his PGA victory and a 
reminder that, perhaps more than any other golfer in the world, he 
has all the shots. 

The scoring average on Saturday ballooned to 76, which only 
means one thing: Ken Duke time. Keegan shot 71 and called it, 
“Probably one of the best rounds of my life.” I have no idea who led 
after Saturday because I have no idea how many rounds anyone had 
finished. One thing of note: NLU noted that if Oosthuizen—who 
was in the mix—ended the week T2, that was the only way the Players 


will ever be considered a major. 


163. If you look closely, these cuff links are memorialized in one of our illustrations. 
164. He unfortunately wasn't in the field. 
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On Sunday, Matt Wolff tossed a club into the water on 18 with the 
informality of somebody throwing away a scone wrapper in a Star- 
bucks trash can. Scott Piercy made a seven on 17, which brought Rory 
back inside the cut. Harold Varner III wore a “THE PLAYERS” 
windbreaker during his round. Normal stuff. The Tour’s TikTok 
account published VR of a giant 40-foot tall Shrek dancing on and 
around the closing stretch at TPC Sawgrass. Sure. Lowry made a one 
on 17. Patton Kizzire nearly hit one on Todd Island. 

At some point there was a cut. Russell Henley started Monday dou- 
ble-albatross. In other words, as NLU noted, he was 1 under through 
two holes without a bogey, par, birdie, or eagle, which is impossible. 
Cam and Anirban started dueling out of nowhere, though the latter 
faltered a bit at the eighth where he hit one so far left off the tee, 
officials had to move picnic tables and humans for him to have a clear 
look at the green on his approach. 

Berger-gate happened. After hitting one in the water on 16, Hovland 
and Dahmen wanted him to drop about 80 yards back of where he was 
trying to drop. His response: “Get a rules official and a camera.” D] shot 
29 on the back. 

It was all an opening act, though, for what Cam did on down the 
stretch. He made one par over his first 13 holes. One. Then after three 
of them consecutively, he stepped to 17 with the tournament on the 
line.*®° He took the Rickie line from 2015 and went right of the right 
pin. Curtains. Vince Carter dot gif. 

Except that it wasn’t. After hitting it in the pine straw up the right 
on 18, Cam punched out straight into the water running up the left 
side. He took a five there, which was barely enough for a one-shot win 
over Anirban. To recap: With $3.6 million and the biggest trophy of 
his career on the line, Cam 1. Went right of the 17 pin, 2. Punched 
a ball out of the woods on 18 and into the water, and 3. One-putted 


eight of his last nine holes to win. 


165. NLU: One of the best moments all year in golf. Want $3.6M? Hit it onto this island. 
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When he was asked what he’d buy with the biggest first prize in golf 
history, he implied that the money actually didn’t matter to him all that 


much, which matched up what we know about him philosophically. 


“T don’t have an answer for that,” he said. “It hasn’t sunk 
in. That’s a lot of money. I’m not sure what ’'m going to do 


with it.” 


It was a nod to his quote from the previous year’s FedEx finale when 


he was asked what he would do with an additional $15 million. 


“T don’t know, I’m pretty set, to be honest,’ he said. “?’m 
good. I’m good with what I’ve got. I don’t know what I’d 
do [with $15 million], to be honest. Maybe some more 


fishing equipment.” 


That line combined with the fact that Smith was reunited 
with his family for the first time in over two years at TPC 
Sawerass had me feeling like this was a win for the 
really good guys. The guys who love the game for 
the tradition and competition more 
than the check that comes with it. 
But as the ancient proverb goes, if 
you give a man fishing equipment, 
he’s set for life until Greg Norman offers him $100 million. 

This Players Championship will be remembered for a lot of things. 
It will be remembered for the 66 Smith put together on Monday 
which included just four pars. It will be remembered for gusty, torren- 
tial conditions that rendered the best players in the world completely 
impotent. It will be remembered as a long, strange, five-day event 
that had pretty much everything you want from a championship golf 


tournament. 
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Personally, ’ll remember Rory watching Peppa Pig and Mickey 
Mouse and Max Homa watching the new Batman movie™ during the 
tain delays, Gold Boy’s theatrics, and Geno Bonnalie’s seven-mile 
bike ride to the golf course while carrying his boss’ massive golf bag. 
Bonnalie, who caddies for Joel Dahmen, live-tweeted the entire thing, 
sharing his triumphs and tribulations throughout. The punch line was 
that when he finally got to the golf course, he realized he’d left his 
credential at home. Thankfully, Dahmen didn’t have to tee it up that 
day anyway, and Geno turned around and rode the whole way home, 


which was somehow more eventful than the first time. 


I assumed the Valspar Championship would be a slower week in 
golf. But before the post-Players letdown could even sink in, LIV 
announced its 2022 schedule and purses. Smith’s $3.6 million check 
was ovetshadowed by what LIV promised. Eight events, four U.S. 
venues and $255 million in prize money. No committed players were 
named, and neither was a T'V partner. It was notable, however, that 
LIV made its biggest announcement of the year right after the PGA 
Tour’s biggest event of the season. It was the first of many moments 
that felt like LIV was trying to steal the Tour’s thunder. It was also 
the first time that this league felt real. Real courses had committed 
to hosting real events. Dates were set in stone. Real (and outrageous 


amounts of) money was about to be on the line. 


Henrik Stenson was named the European Ryder Cup captain. 


“Tt’s a huge honor as you know, and just looking back at, 
you know, being a junior back in Sweden, back in the day, 
watching Seve and Olazabal play in the Ryder Cup. Then 
having that dream of one day playing in the Ryder Cup, and 


166. A Batman-themed week apparently and not the last time Batman would be referenced 
throughout this golf season. 
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I managed to achieve that dream and do it multiple times. 
Then getting the question of leading Team Europe, it’s 
beyond the dreams, really. 


“{P’m] very proud and humble to be given the opportunity and 


I will do my utmost to deliver the result we want in Rome.” 


It was a dream that lasted just 128 days, which, I guess, is long 
by dream standards. 

Rumors surfaced later in the year that Stenson only took the Ryder 
Cup spot as a point of leverage with LIV. He refuted that vociferously: 
“IT can give you a 100 percent honest answer that it was never the 
case,” Stenson told the Daily Mail. “I would be willing to take a lie 
detector test on that.” 

Dustin Johnson, who didn’t tee it up at Innisbrook, dropped out 
of the OWGR top 10 for the first time in seven years. It was shocking 
that DJ, a two-time major champ and somebody with 24 PGA Tour 
wins, would drop out of the top 10 but it was a harbinger of things to 
come. At the time, however, the possibility that six months later he’d 
be trying to earn a single OWGR point and would be hurtling toward 
a spot outside the top 50 never even crossed my mind. 

Five weeks after Joel Dahmen swung his shirt over his head in 
Phoenix, he headed out to watch Davis Riley and Sam Burns face off 
in extra holes on Sunday afternoon at Innisbrook. This time, he wore 
a t-shirt and sipped on a hard seltzer, bearing more resemblance to a 
dad at a college tailgate than a PGA Tour winner. He looked on as 
Burns won the second playoff hole and secured his third PGA Tour 
title. As a result of this third win in 11 months, he passed Bryson, DJ, 
Brooks, and Spieth in the OWGR. 

Burns may have been the least recognizable face at the top of the 
rankings, but he was there. I began to wonder if Burns and Scheffler 


are perhaps just a younger version of JT and Spieth. Good friends 
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and perhaps the former was overlooked for a little too long. Though 
the verdict is still out on that, it started to become clear that Burns 
is going to be on a lot of U.S. teams with all three of those guys in 
the future. 


Match Play week began, and nearly halfway through the season, it 
was notable that Bryson—who was in the field in Austin at an event 
for the first time since January—was ranked behind Michael Gligic, 
Bo Van Pelt, and Dawie van der Walt in the FedEx Cup. 

Before the matches began, we got some big time major cham- 
pionship news. Phil’s name, which had been in the Masters field 
throughout, was suddenly listed under “past champions not playing” 
on the Masters website, and several Masters.com sleuths uncovered 
it. Phil had played in every Masters since the middle of the first 
Clinton administration, and his break from the game suddenly felt 
a lot mote serious. 

Kevin Na wore a sweater that spelled out his sponsor’s acronym 
(WAAC): Win At All Costs!!*’ This notion was unfortunately not a 
harbinger for his Iron Heads throughout the summer, although it may 
double as his new league’s mantra. Bryson’s first shot since the Saudi 
International went 340 yards into a University of Texas Health Austin 
information tent. lan Poulter wore pants that caused David Feherty 
to say, “Somewhere in a Motel 6, the drapes are missing.” Scheffler 
beat Poulter, by the way. At that point, his last six individual match 
play matches included two wins over Poults and two more over Rahm. 

There was an incident with a can of spray paint.“ Thomas Pieters 
faced Tom Hoge in a Wednesday match, and at one point Pieters hit a 
ball through the green and down into a low area on the course. Here’s 


Joel Beall with what took place after that. 


167. linclude the exclamation point because it was included on the sweater. 
168. Guessing LIV doesn't put either of those guys in a Motel 6 these days. 
169. Of course there was. 
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The ball hit and ran through the putting surface, seemingly 
en route to water. However, it did not reach the penalty area, 
instead collecting on top of a sprinkler head resting just 
below the surface of the green. A lucky break, it seemed. Only 


it wasn’t. 


As it turned out, the sprinkler head was technically inside the 
penalty line given the way the grass marked with red paint 
was resting against the sprinkler’s plastic top.“° That meant 
instead of the normal free relief given for a ball resting on a 
sprinkler head, Pieters had to play the ball as it lies or take a 
drop that would include a penalty stroke. 


This line was supposed to have been drawn fully clear of the 
sprinkler head and any grass adjacent to it so that the golf ball of 
any player who was on top of the sprinkler could not possibly also 
be touching the red line. If his ball wasn’t touching a red line, he 
would have gotten a free drop. Obviously a few strands of painted 
grass laid the wrong direction (where have I heard this before?) in 
such a way that they touched a ball that was on a sprinkler, and he was 
not afforded the drop because you don’t get to drop in a penalty area. 
Pieters responded by half-heartedly hitting his shot before kicking his 
ball into the water. 

There’s more. Because of the gaffe, officials decided to redraw the 
red line during the matches. Later in the day, the same thing happened 
to Bryson (who did you expect?) on the same hole, and he was afforded 
relief. Rules official Gary Young did a press conference (really, he did) 


on the entire thing, and it was incredible. 


“When we heard about the original ruling, the way the 


penalty area is marked, the line—and as you look at them out 


170. What a sentence! 
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on the golf course, the line kind of goes around each sprin- 
kler head, keeping it in the general area of the golf course, not 


in the penalty area. 


“When the golf course was marked, the line got a little bit 
closer. Obviously there’s a lot of wind when you're making 
these golf courses.” The line got a little too close to it. The 
official who ruled on it was going based on what he was 
looking at, okay. Obviously the intention was to keep them 
all outside. But when he was looking at it, he ruled on it based 
on the fact that that red line was technically touching both 
the ball and the sprinkler head.” 


“At that time I don’t want to say he ruled incorrectly because 
I think he ruled based on what he was looking at. It then got 
brought to our attention. We talked about it as a committee 
and felt very firmly, two wrongs don’t make a right. We’ve got 


to correct this because clearly it should be outside. 


“As they were down, on their way down there with some paint 
to correct the line, Bryson’s situation came up. He called me 
on the phone and asked—he said, ‘I’ve got the same situa- 
tion. Now that I know the intention was to have it outside the 
penalty area, are you comfortable with me ruling on it that 
way, and I said, “Yes, I want you to rule on it that way because 
we're about to change the marking on it” There was nothing 
we could do to fix the Thomas Pieters situation. It was over 


with. But just to get it right was important.” 


171. The official got gusted! 

172. To recap: A gust of wind hit a shower of paint as it fell to the earth, and because a 
handful of red grass blades that laid against a black and white piece of plastic also touched 
around urethane object, a player was denied a free drop that affected the outcome of a $12 
million golf tournament. Greatest sport. 
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The Bryson ruling happened while the spray paint gang was en 
route to the hole. Imagine not only moving the sideline during the 
middle of an NFL game but making a call based on what the line was 
going to look like instead of what it currently looked like. What a sport. 

At one point in the match between Tyrrell Hatton and Daniel Berger, 
they asked fans where Hatton’s ball landed to get the drop. Through his 
first eight holes on Saturday, Takumi Kanaya had more putts (17) than 
feet of putts made (16). Kevin Kisner’® closed his Round of 16 match 
against Adam Scott 3-3-3-3 to go from three down with four to play to 
an unexpected victory. He beat Zalatoris and Corey Conners in matches 
after that to move on to the finals. 

Scheffler beat Billy Horschel, Seamus Power, and then Dustin 
Johnson early on Sunday in the semifinals to get to the last match.” 
The finale between Scheffler and Kisner featured a very normal 
moment in which Scheffler had to hit a ball out of a bunker toward a 
pin that was about 20 feet away while a 30-foot boat (full of humans 
in swimsuits) floated in the water about 20 feet away on the other side 
of the pin. Somehow, even with the boat drifting back and forth in his 
line of sight, he dunked the shot for par to stay 3 up on Kisner with 
six to play. From then on, a Scheffler win felt inevitable, and cruised 4 
and 3 to move to No. 1 in the world for the first time. It concluded a 
42-day stretch in which he won three times, went from No. 14 in the 
world to No. 1 and made over $147,000 per day. 

Scheffler’s dad hugged him and said, “I love you, Scott. ’m more 
proud of who you are than your golf. You’re a wonderful young man.” 
It was awesome.” Scheffler, in a bit of post-Masters press conference 
foreshadowing, said, “Dll believe [?’m No. 1] when I see it on the 
world rankings tomorrow. I never really got that far in my dreams,” 


before breaking down into tears. 


173. Who said his goal that week was to “be as annoying as possible” to his opponents. 
174. Imagine being the official that had to tell DJ he in fact had 18 more holes for his third 
place match. 

175. Though I'm sure he meant o/d man. 
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If that still-to-come Masters win was the icing on the cake of his 
season, this victory at Austin Country Club was the filling. His break- 
out win in Phoenix proved that Scheffler could win when he was 
counted out. Bay Hill proved that he could win when par protected 
the course, and the Match Play proved that the 25-year-old could beat 
the game’s best players head on. 

Bight months later, I look back on this stretch of weeks from the 
Players through the Match Play with a little more knowledge and a 
lot more context. All the LIV confusion has mostly cleared up—at 
least the parts about events and committed players. The whole week at 
TPC Sawerass felt weird, but now I wonder if that was our last normal 
Players week .. . ever. We can no longer turn on the TV" and see all 
of our favorite players in one place. Golf is a house divided. The Ryder 
Cup will go on without Captain Henrik Stenson, and I’m sure Luke 
Donald will be great. But professional golf now comes with a caveat, 


and for golf fans like me, it just doesn’t feel the same. 


176. Or spend 45 minutes finding our Peacock logins. 


Chapter 6 


Scheff's Bliss 
by: Kyle Porter 


here’s no better way to get juiced for the Masters than by 
watching Spieth three-putt from 2 feet and Rory miss the cut 


after nearly hitting a car on the course" at the Texas Open. 


J.J. Spaun won. Pm not sure much else needs to be said about 
the tournament. One memorable moment around this week was a 
weeping Ben Martin playing the opposite field event in the Domini- 
can Republic. After several emotional minutes without words, here’s 


what he eventually said after finishing T2. 


“That was obviously difficult. Pve won out here before, won on 
the Korn Ferry, runner-up in the U.S. Am, but I guess maybe 
I wanted this one a lot more. I don’t think I’ve ever been this 
emotional about golf, so this is a first, but I guess to me that’s a 
good thing. Means I competed hard and it obviously stung, Hit 
two such good shots into 18 to have such a good opportunity 


and then not capitalize I guess is the most difficult part.” 


177. Soly on Rory gesticulating at the car: [s the price on the paperwork the best your dealer 
can do? What a sport. 
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I suppose a cynic could argue that moments like these might dis- 
appear with a split schedule of elevated and non-elevated events. I 
would argue that a clearer hierarchy for the Ben Martins of the world 
makes these occasions even more meaningful than they already were 
because, in a world where there’s a distinct dichotomy between the 
Rory Tour and the Ben Martin Tour, there’s (hopefully!) more clarity 
around what good golf and strong finishes mean for the Ben Martins 


of the world. 


Many Masters nuggets emerged. A few of my favorites. 


¢ Amateur Stewart Hagestad is playing his fifth major next 
week, which is the same number as the No. 11 golfer in the 
world, Sam Burns. 

* Sandy Lyle has four top 10s in his major career, and two 
of them are wins. Louis Oosthuizen, Lee Westwood and 
Sergio Garcia have 53 top 10s in their major careers, and 
two of them are wins.’® 

* Brooks was the best major golfer over the last six years... 
by 64 strokes over second place. 

¢ Players with five top three finishes in their first eight starts 
at the Masters: Arnold Palmer, Jordan Spieth.!” 

¢ Collin Morikawa was going for his third major by the age of 
25. The only four golfers who have done that in the Masters 
era (since 1934): Tiger, Jack, Rory, Spieth. 

¢ In the 2014, 2015, 2016, 2018 and 2021 Masters, Jordan 
Spieth beat or tied 447 of 453 competitors (98.7%). He has 


one green jacket. 


178. This has to be infuriating for consistently great golfers who have struggled to win 
majors. 

179. A Justin Ray Special. 

180. He has four but for the sake of the argument, let's just say he has one. 
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Tiger flew by private jet to Augusta to get some work in with 
Charlie and JT. The trip, it turns out, was horrific for the environ- 
ment. Not because Tiger flew private but rather because the aggregate 
computing labor needed for everyone following along undoubtedly 
raised temperatures in Wyoming™ by at least two degrees. 

At the time, I thought Tiger was still a longshot to play because it 
would have been atypical of him to show up to an event that he didn’t 


have a chance of winning. Here’s what I said at the time. 


If Tiger Woods plays, it’s a deviation from what we’ve known 
about him historically. What does he always say ... when he 
arrives at an event: ‘I’m here to win.’ Tiger can’t realistically 
believe that he’s at the 2022 Masters to win because he’s had 
so much time off, because of how good everyone else in the 
world is right now. It’s more of a, “Hey, ’m jumping back into 
this and I’m here because I want to play in the Masters, I want 
to be part of the festivities.’ That would be a deviation from 
what we know about him historically, what he’s always said. 
But it’s also worth celebrating because it would be one of the 


great comeback stories of modern sports. 


You can imagine how swimmingly that went. Still, it remains true. 
Everyone kept yelling about the 2019 comeback win, but the reality 
then was that he had played top-20-in-the-world-level golf for three 
straight months leading into that Masters.®* Go look up the numbers. 
They’re nearly identical to Rory’s numbers leading into the 2022 
Masters. Tiger, while one of the absurd athletes in history, isn’t super- 
natural or superheroic. And if you were paying attention in November 
and December, he hinted at the idea that he wanted to play simply 


for the appreciation of playing, which, I should add, is a very normal 


181. Or wherever Google puts its server farms. 
182. Not to mention his run at the end of 2018. 
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cognitive transition for a 45-year-old who struggles to walk and nearly 
lost his leg. It’s a sign, and a rare one for Tiger, that he has some 
balance and perspective in his life that hasn’t always been there. 

Spieth revealed that the first time he played Augusta National he 
had played Pine Valley earlier in the same... day. Normal stuff. Thief 
Dylan Dethier posited that golf tournaments need to honor top-three 
finishes: Maybe the Olympics and F1 have warped my brain but I 
think golf tournaments need podiums. Make them a career stat, too. 
In F1 there’s only 20 guys and they get FIRED UP finishing 3rd. On 
the PGA Tour there are like, 150 pros and it’s win or bust. I will lead 
this movement. Soly and I had discussed something similar after last 
year’s Open Championship.” 

Dude Perfect shot a video with Bryson DeChambeau at Augusta 
National to much harrumphing from the Olds and Semi Olds. My 
take: Yeah man, it wasn’t for you because you already have six screens 
up in your office Thursday—Sunday of Masters week and deleted your 
bank app and every text message you’ve ever sent to your wife to 
make room for the Masters app, which you will keep for four total 
days. My kids, on the other hand, thought it was a thrill. If you had to 
rank the importance of Augusta National and Dude Perfect in their 
lives, the latter would be dozens (perhaps hundreds) of rungs above 
the former. DP’s voice in their lives is not going to change so the only 
reasonable assumption is that DP partnering with ANGC only raises 
the profile of ANGC in the minds of my kids at absolutely no cost to 
ANGC.18 185 


Also of note... 


183. Probably as it relates to Louis Oosthuizen. This idea, by the way, might not be appli- 
cable to all golf events. I don’t know that I need podiums for the 3M Open, but it definitely 
applies to the majors. 

184. Sources: There may have been a list of “you can do this on the property but certainly 
not that” from ANGC that was longer than a Patrick Reed lawsuit. 

185. The only potential cost was losing crusty Olds or Semi Olds like myself, which... LOL. 
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11M views — DP video at ANGC 

10M views 

9M views 

8M views 

7M views — Final round of 2019 Masters 
6M views 

5M views 

4M views — Final round of 1997 Masters 
3M views — Final round of 2001 Masters 


Anna Davis won the ANWA wearing a bucket hat, unzipped jacket, 
and joggers. Her swag makes Tony Finau look like Troy Merritt. She 
was 16, by the way. When I was 16, I was busy sorting Chipper Jones 
baseball cards and trying to figure out how to save up enough money 
to buy those Scottie Pippen shoes with the A-I-R written on the 
side,” many worlds away from winning golf tournaments at Augusta 


National. 


Tiger tweeted that he was heading to Augusta to continue his prep. 
His schedule, as is sometimes the case, owned me for 10 straight days. 
I don’t turn on notifications for anyone or anything, but I nearly made 
my kids help me construct a Starlink satellite’ on my roof to make 


sure I was getting a signal from Team Cat. 


The Tiger-Masters hyperbole began with . .. who else? 


From Sean Martin: Billy Horschel watched Tiger hit balls 


Sunday, and estimates Tiger carried his driver 290. “He looked 


186. Things that remain absurd: Tianlang Guan made the cut at the Masters when he was 
two years younger than Anna Davis. 

187. Up there with the Jordan 11s and the Griffeys with the 24 on the velcro across the top. I 
wanted them all. 

188. No idea how this works and 99 percent sure it’s not even a thing. 
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like the Tiger we saw before the accident, the way the swing 
looked and the speed. For him to hopefully be playing— 
which I think he is—I think we’e all giddy about it.” 


The Town Crier was far from the only one, though. 


Dan Rapaport: Asked Fred Couples what he thought about 
Tiger’s game after playing 18 total holes with him. Namely, 
how it compares to ‘18 and ‘19 practice rounds. Long pause. 


“Honestly, he looks exactly the same. ..it’s a miraculous thing.” 


Tiger showed up wearing FootJoy spikes, which felt like it might 
provoke a congressional hearing. Incredibly, Nike would still win 
the week as the guy who took the Masters wore TW Nike spikes all 
four days. 

The “will he or won’t he” drumbeat continued, and at some point— 
probably on Sunday evening as the Masters moved closer—it began 
to feel preposterous. Here’s what I said about Tiger’s big tease: Tiger 
playing at twilight the Sunday betore the Masters to determine if he’s 
ready is like me strolling into the merch area on Tuesday “just to see 
what they have this year.” Im 100 percent walking out of there with 
two bags. ANGC is magic, and the allure tor him will be too great no 
matter how his body feels. 

Going into 2022, here were the leaders in top 10s at the Masters 


over the last 10 years. 


6 — Rory 
5 — DJ, Spieth, Rose 
4— Rahm, Westwood, Kuchar 
3 — 10 golfers 
189. Imagine telling yourself at the start of the year that somebody literally wearing Tiger 


Woods Nike shoes would wear the green jacket. 
190. What a trio! 
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2-9 golfers 
1 — 32 golfers 
0 — 244 golfers 


Augusta, as always, announced early on Monday morning the various 
lengths it cut its different categories of grass. So normal. Tiger, 14 months 
after nearly losing one of his limbs, played an official practice round with 
JT and it was one of the moments of the week. It looked (and sounded) 
like Woodstock. 

Who could blame anyone there? One of the great thrills of my 
career was walking a practice round with Tiger, Freddie, and Adam 
Scott in a completely empty National back in 2020. Freddie actually 


best summed up Tiger’s genius rising to ANGC’s complexities. 


“Tve played maybe 20 practice rounds with him,” Couples 
told Golf.com. “It’s a blast. The bottom line is I enjoy watch- 
ing him. Just to watch him play. The way he hits it, the way he 


looks around the course, the shots, where he goes.” 


The way he looks around the course... where he goes. Rory expressed 
something similar to me later in the year after he and Tiger played 
Ballybunion together. Tantamount to watching Jimi Hendrix fiddle 
with guitars on a stage before a show or Picasso explore some water- 
color options with his kids. The way he looks around the course (!). 

While we’re here, it’s worth noting the outrageous record Tiger was 


putting on the line by vying to play in this event. 


¢ 21 starts 
¢ 14 top 10s 


191. Imagine telling yourself after the Phil-Stenson 2016 Open that Tiger—who at that time 
was in the middle of two years off—would be walking ANGC six years later with Bones 
following a car crash that nearly took his leg, while Phil would be the reigning PGA Champ 
but would not be there. 
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* 8 top 3s 

* 5 green jackets 

¢ 0 missed cuts 

* 1st all time in scoring average (min. 50 rounds) 
¢ $9.6M earned 


Purthermore (!): He’s faced 1,929 opponents over the course of his 
21 Masters appearances as a pro and lost to just 204 of them. 

Masters press conferences always feel a tinge more important than 
the other three majors. Maybe it’s the press room, which cost 10x 
(100x?) more than my house. Maybe it’s the history that’s happened 
there, first in the quonset hut, then in the building off to the side 
of the first hole, and now in the palatial expanse at the end of the 
practice area that really should be used more than 10 days a year. Or 
perhaps it’s just the one that feels the most like a state of the union 
for golf as a whole. Whatever the case, fun, interesting things always 
emerge and this year was no different. 

Bryson on Phil: “There’s nothing, he’s gone dark, there’s no 
contact.” 

Rahm said he once asked Tiger about playing on Bermuda grass, 
and Tiger responded, “It’s all about feel.” Rahm: “’OK, cool.’ Mean- 
while JT’s getting an entire dissertation from him.” 

Jordan Spieth on being a dad at the Masters: “I remember watching 
Webb with his five or 10 kids out at the Par 3 contest. I think that'll 
be really cool tomorrow.’ 

JT spoke about Spieth’s putting, and I was again transfixed by the 
nerdiness and depth of his analysis: “He’s got the best speed of putter 
I think Pve ever seen. You look at all his putts, especially all of his 


midrange putts, every single one of them goes in with the exact same 


192. Ican only see Zach Johnson's face at Shinnecock when I read this quote. We've lost him. 
193. It wasn't said with animosity, but it wasn't said without animosity either. 

194. Webb, Bubba, and Finau made up the Genesis 1:28 tee time at the Par 3 Contest this year. 
Twelve kids between them? Thirteen? I've lost track. 
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speed. They don’t hit the back of the hole. They’re probably going to 
go anywhere from 6 to 12 inches past the hole. I don’t think people 
realize how hard that is and how good that is to consistently do that 
every single time.” 

Somebody read Hideki’s Champions Dinner menu’ to DJ as he 
hilariously bobbed along for nearly 30 seconds before arriving at the 
end of a monologue: “They’re all things that I enjoy.” 

Spieth, too, had Champions Dinner menu feelings: “I mean, ’m 
going to have seconds of all of it. ’m very excited. I played the Dunlop 
Phoenix in Miyazaki back in 2014, and I might make a lot of people 
mad in the state of Texas, but it’s the best beef I’ve ever had. To be 
serving that tonight on top of miso cod and sushi to start, I’m very, 
very excited. I saw it today. I had no idea what route he was going to 
go, and I’m excited to shake his hand and say thank you at the end of 
the night. I might have to get carted off’ 

It was a day of food takes. I floated my “Chick-fil-A is overrated” 
theory’” and declared that sushi is not that good and many people 
only pretend to like it because it sounds like a cool thing smart, cul- 
tured people should like. Like expensive art or rare books. Both takes 
went about as well as you would expect. 

Rory talked about his admiration for DJ’s discipline: “I played with 
DJ in the first two rounds when he won here in 2020. I think he was 
12 under after two days, and I got off the golf course thinking I don’t 
really feel like he—12 under is a helluva score after two days here, but 
I wasn’t in awe of the way he played. It’s just he did the right things 
and he put it in the right spots . .. he basically did everything that this 


golf course asks of you. 


95. KVV with an all-time take: My only champions dinner take is this one: Everyone there 
should be forced to eat what's on the menu, no one should get to order burgers or fries, if 
someone is afraid to try the sushi, too bad you should have won the tournament last year; if 
you're in your 70s, tough break. 

96. In retrospect, this may have been the most excited any human has been for a meal since Adam 
and Eve tasted the first ripe peach. I hope he took Greller to the dinner to walk off the distance from 
his chair to the buffet line. 

97. It is. 
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“Again, to me it feels like... playing very negatively, playing 
away from trouble, not firing at flagsticks, not being ageres- 
sive. It feels like a negative game plan, but it’s not. It’s just a 
smart game plan. It’s playing the percentages. Look, Sunday, 
if you need to take risks, you take risks" obviously, but for the 
first 54 holes, you just have to stay as disciplined as possible. 
To me, yeah, that goes against my nature a little bit, so it is 


something I have to really work hard on.” 


Then Tiger arrived and declared, “As of right now, I feel like I’m 
gonna play.’ Well, what did you think he was going to do? He was 
asked the obligatory question of whether he could win the Masters 
and responded, “I do.” How did you think he was going to respond? 

To that I would say this. We have two decades of Tiger talking 
about the importance of reps and tournament golf. If he actually 
thought he could win the Masters, he would have shown it by playing 
Riviera, Bay Hill, and the Players. But I also hate fun and optimism. 

Mote intriguing to me was what word Tiger used when he was 
asked how he feels about the last 14 months. Tiger: “Thankful.” 
That’s such a shift from who he used to be, and while I don’t know 
if his gratitude plays out on a day-to-day basis, it’s at least easier to 
envision that happening than it’s ever been. 

Tiger also declared, “I still have the hands to do it,” in the same 
week he hit a range picker on the ANGC practice area.” 

In the Par 3 Contest, Sungjae’s dad hit it to 5 feet on the ninth hole, 
which was really the only highlight because the rest of the day was 
washed out. Wednesday ended with Zach Johnson making faces in 
the background of a Spieth interview on ESPN and Rory giving this 
quote to Marty Smith. 


198. Where was this ideology at St. Andrews? 
199. You've never encountered true bedlam if you've never encountered the reaction to 
Tiger Woods doming a range picker at Augusta National Golf Club during Masters week. 
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“T love Augusta National. I love the Masters. ?ve had won- 
derful times here, and not so wonderful times. But I keep 
coming back every year, and Pll keep coming back as long as 
they'll let me. With a green jacket, without a green jacket. I 


love this place, and that'll never change.” 


KVV wrote a great column on Twitter dot com about Phil’s 
absence, which lingered over the first few days but was mostly unno- 
ticed after the tournament started. It didn’t get published anywhere 


else so hete it is. 


We'll leave the discussion about whether his current fate is 
deserved or if he’s a victim of selective outrage for another 
place and another time. I don’t care (for now). I’ll miss seeing 
him peg it in the place that best illuminates his gifts—and his 
flaws. Think of all the Mickelson Moments the Masters has 


given us, good and bad. 


- The two-inch leap in 2004. 

- Playing two drivers in 2006. 

- A Tiger duel in 2009. 

- Slinging one through trees on 13 in 2010. 

- Hitting into grandstands and making triple in 2012. 
- Almost catching Spieth in 2015. 

- Wearing a long-sleeve shirt in 2018. 

- The insane flop shot into 15 green in 2012. 


Tiger has been more successful here, more disciplined, more 
triumphant. But he’s done that everywhere. This has always 
been Phil’s incubator for magic and mayhem. Long before 
I ever covered a professional golf tournament as a journal- 


ist, I was a fan of watching him chase majors like Charlie 
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Brown trying to kick a football. There was something uplift- 
ing about how, unlike the U.S. Open, his suffering at ANGC 
had a payoff, too. 


Tiger has been surgical at Augusta, but I don’t think he’s ever 
had a nine-hole run quite like Phil did on the back nine in 
2004, when the whole world expected him to choke and he 
kept pouring in putts, hanging on for dear life like a car ona 


curvy mountain road, up on two wheels. 


It’s weird that he’s not in Georgia this week. There has never 
been a year that I didn’t at least entertain the thought that 
he could contend, because his imagination made it possi- 
ble. Tiger has missed the Masters plenty 
with injury, but Phil’s 28-year run is kind 
of stunning. He has lived a strange life in 
many ways, and it seems there ate a few 
twists and revelations still to come. But as 
Rory said, people make mistakes. We ought 
to leave room to embrace them... Plenty of 
past champs have said worse things or done 


worse things, to be honest. 


The first time I went to the Masters, I did what every newbie 
does and made a beeline for Amen Corner. It really is surreal 
if you’ve spent a life thinking of it as golf’s holy ground. But 
I quickly made my way up 13 fairway to see the spot where 
Phil threaded those trees in 2010. The one moment really is 
a microcosm of Phil’s career. It was a little foolish, it proba- 
bly wasn’t necessary, it had potential for disaster, but then he 
pulled it off... and missed the eagle putt. Truly the most Mick- 


elsonian Experience that’s ever been, purposely chasing thrills. 
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That year, there was a volunteer standing in the pine straw. 
She'd placed a picture of Phil, right where he hit that 6-iron 
between two trees, to give a frame of reference to all who 
came to pay tribute. An hour later, I saw her, and the picture 
was gone. Some fans asked why. The green jackets didn’t love 
marking the spot, she said, just like there is no marker in the 
trees for Bubba’s hooked wedge on 10. The tournament is 
bigger than any one moment. She didn’t say it, but I suspected 
the club thought it was tacky to create that kind of shrine. 
But even without a marker, the history doesn’t get erased. He 
stood there once and took a ridiculous, bold, thrilling swing, 
and it (mostly) worked out. I hope we get to see him again, 
chasing similar thrills in his late 50s. For all his absurdities, 


he made this week so fun. 


It’s apparently not a ceremonial first tee shot without the Player 
family stirring the pot a bit. This year it was Gary wearing a shirt with 
the Golf Saudi logo screen printed on the neck. In unrelated news, 
Harry Higgs led early.209 201 202 

Only one round mattered on Thursday, though, and it was played 
by a guy wearing a short-sleeve pink mock neck. After strolling out 
to a “Bobby Jones going for the slam” sized crowd on the first tee, he 
walked in a putt early and the whole world melted.2” 

Tiger shot 71 in the first round. He beat JT by five and was inside 
the top 10 (!) after the first day. In other words, Tiger, after not 
playing competitive golf for over 500 days, beat eight of the top 12 


200. Me: Imagine Higgs asking them to add buttons to the green jacket just so he could take 
them off. 

201. Soly: Imagine the dry cleaning bill after Harry Higgs wears the green jacket around 
shirtless for a year. 

202. Will Knights: “Welcome to the 2023 Champions Dinner, hosted by Harry Higgs. Our 
first course is an array of Jell-O shots paired with a delicacy called blooming onion” 

203. As an aside, and because I know he’s going to have to read this footnote, Bacon 
destroyed the intro on Masters.com. It was a massive moment in golf history—one that you 
knew at the time mattered immensely—and he absolutely nailed every word of it. 
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players in the world over the first 18 holes at the Masters. Here’s what 
I wrote for CBS. 


In executing this masterful performance, Tiger reminded us 
that never before in sport has any man’s will to be so great at 
one thing been this high. His desire to perform and compete 
is double that of men half his age who haven’t accomplished 


10 percent as much. 


To watch Woods conceal an injury that has to be destroying 
him from the inside and gut out a 71 that would have felt 
like a miracle as recently as a month ago is to watch someone 
triumph over all the external forces screaming at him that he 


has done enough. 


It would certainly have been easier for Woods to sit at home 
with his family to watch this Masters and text JT embarrass- 
ing GIFs after his ghastly 76 on Thursday. In showing up, he 
overcame a lot, but in doing so, he also chose the more diffi- 
cult route. Tiger picked the path that included more suffering 
and more frustration and more pain because he’s obsessed 


with the game and with bending it to his will. 


Will Thursday’s 71 tell that story 50 years from now? It’s 
impossible to say. But if you witnessed or watched Woods’ 
round, you'll remember it as one that was bigger than the day 
and the week. It was (another) performance from him that 


yowll simply never forget. 


The part that I was most enamored with, though, came in his 
post-round presser. Tiger was asked, “I realize you only define 


victory one way and that’s winning the tournament, but was this 
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the equivalent of a victory to you, just showing up and being able to 


compete like you did?” 


Tiger: “Yes.” 


This seemed like a perfunctory thing to admit, but for Tiger 
it’s never that simple. It was a complement to his pre-tournament 
acknowledgement that he was thankful for all the folks who had 
helped him get back here and also to have at least a modicum of his 
health. This moment of gratitude and implicit acknowledgement that 
he was not going to win the golf tournament provided a sliver of hope 
that Tiger—who almost certainly will never summit the mountaintop 
again—will be able to do something with consistency in the future 
that’s far more difficult (for him anyway): Exist as a human being. 

I think a lot about the idea of power and how folks can (but rarely 
do) use it to empower those around them. Tiger always, for better or 
worse, put so much on his own shoulders. And yet, nobody in golf 
has the ability to empower others quite like Cat does. And yet, it takes 
a recognition of your own limitations, your own shortcomings, your 
own gratitude toward simply still having a leg before you can begin to 
use your power for good rather than personal gain. This signaled to 
me that that’s possible for Tiger. Perhaps not probable or even likely, 
but possible. 

Sungjae led after Round 1. According to JRay, he was the first 
player not named Spieth age 24 or younger to lead after any Masters 
round since Rory in 2011.74 Cam was second, DJ and Scheffler tied for 
third with Willett and Niemann. 

We decided they should broadcast all four majors on Masters.com. 
Does anything you engage with for just 1 percent of the year compare 
to how good the Masters.com experience is? Part of this is luck, but 


much of it is discipline when it comes to their product and their brand. 


204. Spieth led after eight different rounds from 2014-2018. 
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Part of the reason the Masters thrives is because it doesn’t try to turn 
every single pixel or entity it owns into a revenue stream. Instead, it aims 
first to provide the greatest golf experience you’ve ever had and trusts 
that the money will flow in quiet, unobtrusive ways (which it does). 

Ironically, one of its biggest revenue streams doubles as perhaps 
its greatest marketing vehicle: those merchandise mansions, the most 
irresistible 10,000 square feet of real estate on earth for men ages 
25-39, serve to clothe everyone who enters with just enough (but not 
too many) logos to take back into the world.2° This merch experience 
at ANGC is a Trojan horse that—for the next 12 months—reminds 
everyone else that they someday need to make the pilgrimage. 

Population control on Spieth Island began in earnest on Friday. 
He shot 74-76 to miss his first ever cut at Augusta National. The only 
thing Pll say is that if one MC at Augusta pushes you into a lifeboat 
then you were about as fit for life on Spieth Island as Pat Perez is for 
an ultramarathon.” 

This note from Dethier got me good: Joe LaCava was pouring 
bottled water into Tiger’s Monster bottle today and someone next 
to me audibly gasped. “Did you see that? He’s putting water in the 
Monster bottle!” Obsessed with the idea that Tiger was just mainlin- 


ing Monster all round, every round. 


Marketing, baby. 


Rory said the most relatable thing ’ve ever heard after he was asked 
if being a father makes it easier to forget a bad round: “I'd like to say, 
“Yeah, it’s lovely.’ No, I’m still playing with Poppy and thinking about 


the 6 iron on 11. So Td love to say yes, but no.” 


205. In many ways, ANGC’s most valuable asset is not its acres of land but rather a 1-inch 
yellow, red, and green outline of America. 

206. Soly made this difficult-to-accept point: /t is currently more likely that Danny Willett 
leaves Augusta with more green jackets than Jordan Spieth than It is the other way 
around. Gonna need a minute. 
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Id love to say yes, but no sums up about 60 percent of parenting. 


On Friday, Tiger continued to generate 170+ MPH ball speed (very 
normal for a bionic person) but faltered to 74, Bubba hit perhaps 
the greatest shot that’s ever been hit at Augusta National on 18,207 2 
Bryson got clipped by Larry Mize, who averaged 230 off the tee while 
playing in his final Masters,” and there were six rounds in the 60s but 
seven rounds in the 80s. 

Tiger made the cut (which was remarkable and which he hasn’t 
missed as a pro) but Scheffler led by five over Sungjae, Lowry, Hideki, 
and Charl Schwartzel.”° Despite their discrepancy on the leaderboard, 
the two were strangely intertwined. Here’s what Scheffler said at the 
end of the week: “I play Tiger’s irons. I wear his shoes." I wore his 
shirt this week. Tiger on the golf course is ridiculous ... We’re so glad 
to have him back.” 

It certainly felt over given how Scheffler was playing (the only 
player with two rounds in the 60s) and the fact that he’d won three 
of five events coming into the week. But I long ago vowed to never 
again trust a No. 1-ranked Dallas-residing Longhorn up five on the 
weekend at Augusta National. 

Tony Finau kicked off a cold Saturday at ANGC more appropri- 
ately dressed to run an espresso bar in Brooklyn than to play the third 
round of a major. Billy hurled batons, which is not really notewor- 
thy other than this has become a Round 3 featured groups tradition. 


Harris English, who was not in the field, drove over three hours to 


207. You can go watch it on Masters.com right now, which, again, feels like we're living in 
the future. 

208. Bubba: “Nobody in the world would have tried that shot that I tried. Nobody on the 
planet. We can sit here and they can tell me they would try it. There's nobody that would 
have tried it. Idon't believe they could have pulled it off.” 

209. Garrett Morrison: The ‘par 67” comment might follow Bryson for longer than 
‘Brooksie.” 

210. Not again, Charl. 

211. Two signs of Tiger's greatness: 1. Twelve months after browsing prosthetic legs you 
beat 75 percent of the best players in the world over two rounds at Augusta National. 2. The 
runaway winner and No. 1 player in the world wears your shoes. 
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come watch, which if you’re wondering, is totally atypical of profes- 
sional golfers. Kevin Na five-putted 16, which was the sickest. Tyrrell 
Hatton fired a fake shotgun at the azaleas on No. 13 and possibly at 
the creek as well. Very normal, reasonable stuff. 

The Masters purse increased another $3.5 million to $15 million. 
The winner would get $2.7 million, which was the entire purse when 
Tiger won his first in 1997.27 I feel conflicted about major purses. 
On one hand, make them $0. Nobody is grinding through the NBA 
Playoffs for money. Nobody is running around at the World Series to 
make a buck. That’s what the regular season is for.” Golf is far more 
complicated because its NBA Playoffs and World Series are run by 
completely different organizations than the organization that runs its 
regular season, and those organizations make a lot of money on these 
events. So on the other hand, it seems like the Masters should make 
its purse $90 million because 1. It can afford to and 2. It makes and 
keeps so much revenue based on the work the players put into it. That 
would seemingly cheapen the overall experience, though, which in 
light of LIV’s existence is about the last thing any other organization 
in golf needs to do. So like I said, ’'m extremely conflicted about 
major championship purses. 

Tiger shot 78 on Saturday, ending his mirage of a chance at con- 
tending. Still, Saturday was perhaps the day I was most drawn to 
watching him. He used his driver as a cane for much of the day and 
still hung in with the best players in the world. A cane! At the most 


prestigious tournament on the planet! Here’s what I wrote at the time. 


The most impressive part of Tiger’s week has been how, 
despite immense pain and much opportunity, he’s refused to 


pull the rip cord. In the Trackman era where everybody can 


212. This is why the PIP should be treated as a vehicle for all the back taxes everyone owes 
Tiger. 

213. I know there are playoff bonuses, the point is they don't compare to regular season 
paychecks. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Scheff's Bliss 163 


hit it, his desire to compete, out of pride for himself and the 


game, stands out above all his gifts. 


Scheffler shot a 71 that included near fisticuffs with his Nike vest, 
which he kept taking off to hit shots and putting on to walk to his 
ball. This led to one of the great tweets of our time from @Cliff& 
Wish8: If Scottie SchetHler hangs on tomorrow this green jacket cer- 
emony could be absolutely treacherous. 

The 18th was treacherous enough on Saturday. Scottie pulled his 
drive into the trees, which led to him trekking into the woods to ask an 
official, “Isn’t a pine straw a type of leaf?” which is a normal sporting 
event thing to ask. It also led to a five, which felt very much, as Porath 
pointed out, like the Spieth and Hideki saves on 18 on Saturday evening 
in 2015 and 2021, respectively.“ 

Tiger compared Scottie in ‘22 to Freddie in “92, and the shoe did 
fit. Scheffler lost to just 60 golfers across six tournaments from Feb- 
ruaty 1 through the Masters. That’s remarkable. Perhaps even more 
remarkable is that including this Masters, Scheffler was beaten by just 
58 of 888 competitors over his last seven major championships. 

The Cam-Scottie pairing on Sunday was the first time two top 10 players 
in the world were in a final pairing at a major since Whistling Straits in 
2015 (Spieth, Day) and the first time this happened at the Masters since 
2010 (Phil, Westy). It was fitting, too. Those two guys owned not just the 
first three months of the year but most of the entire season. 

At that point, they ranked No. 1 and No. 2 in each of the follow- 


ing since Jan 1. 


* Strokes gained per round 

¢ OWGER points earned 

¢ PGA Tour wins 

* The Saturday night Masters leaderboard 


214. Soly: Still somehow getting the full Spieth experience. 
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Masters Sunday started how Masters Sunday always starts. With 
Shane Bacon wishing everyone a happy “What if Rory goes out in 
31?!” day.2* Unfortunately for Rory, Horschel and Hatton were paired 
together ahead of him which meant it was impossible for Rory to set 
the course on fire because those two had already done so. 

Hatton, by the way, shot 80 and said, “You can hit good shots here 
and not get any reward for it. It’s unfair at times. I don’t agree with 
that. If you hit a good shot, you should end up near the hole. Not then 
short-sided into a bunker because of the slopes they’ve created and 
stuff. I don’t think it’s a fair test at times, and when you hit good shots 


and you’re not rewarded for it, it shows.” 


That is [checks notes] definitely one way to look at it. 


Bryson was among the patrons watching Tiger, which (is it OK to 
say this about Bryson?) was pretty cool. He told Golf.com, “I came 
out to support the best ever. It’s really cool—I don’t know how many 
chances [’ll get to do something like this.’ 

I walked over to 18 for the end of Tiger’s round, and Fred Ridley 
was already there. It’s the first time I can remember seeing the ANGC 
chairman on No. 18 around lunchtime on a Sunday. That tiny act 
definitely stayed with me. So, too, did Tiger’s performance. He closed 
with another 78 that meant nothing other than it meant everything. 
He had completed the Masters, and he had done so with all the grace 
and dignity he could muster. Here’s what I wrote for CBS Sports after 
his 47th place finish. 


“Never give up. Always chase after your dreams,” Woods 
said this week when he was asked what he hopes people are 


drawing from his Masters performance. “I fight each and 


215. He... honestly should have. 
216. Tiger and Rahm were paired together so there is also a tiny (and hilarious) chance that 
he was talking about the latter and not the former. 
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every day. Each and every day is a challenge. Each and every 
day presents its own different challenges for all of us. I wake 


up and start the fight all over again.” 


That was harder to see when he was 24 and hitting every 
shot you could imagine on command because, though his 
mind and his ability to bend reality in his direction helped 
him achieve many of those 82 wins, they were not preemi- 
nent. When you hit it farther than anyone has ever seen, while 
displaying the touch of Seve Ballesteros and the art of Lee 


Trevino, who’s paying attention to anything else? 


Now that the physical gifts are diminished and his body won’t 
let him hit all the shots that made him a five-time champion of 


this tournament, the insistence that he can still be great is clearer. 


This is not dissimilar from what we saw from Phil Mickelson 
last year. I watched him hit flop shots by himself the Tuesday 
before the Masters in a tucked away corner of Augusta 
National. A man who had nothing to grind for other than his 
love of the game and his appetite for greatness was grinding 


anyway. A month later, he won the PGA Championship. 


I don’t know that Tiger has another major championship win 
in him, and if his body doesn’t improve from here, he almost 
certainly does not. However, Woods proved this week that 


he’s going to keep showing up. 


Because when you strip everything else away from Tiger 
Woods—the fame, the hype, the wins and the myriad 
trouble he’s gotten himself into—you’re left with a man 


who is obsessed with one thing, 
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Tiger Woods does not crave winning as much as he burns 
to compete. When he shows up on Tuesday proclaiming he 
can win a sixth green jacket, what he really means is that he 


believes he can compete for one. 


Por Tiger, as evidenced throughout the course of his career, 
competing and winning have been mostly synonymous. The 
problem for Woods is they won’t be going forward because 


his battered body will start to split those realities apart. 


What we saw at Augusta National this week is perhaps the 
rarest thing in sports: An all-time champion who would 
rather be back in the arena—even at 50 percent capacity— 


than outside of it admiring all that he’s accomplished. 


As the monstrous gallery stood and screamed at the 72nd 
hole on Sunday while the leaders went off the first tee just 
behind them all, their great champion—maybe the greatest 
champion—dragged himself to an ignominious ending, at 


least on the leaderboard. 


Nobody was looking at Tiger Woods’ score because nobody 
cated what it said. Instead, they were delighted—just as he 
was—that Tiger Woods, after 14 months of hell and no 
reprieve in sight, was able to enter the arena one more time 


to do what he’s done better than anyone in history: compete. 


Tiger also referred to Stew Cink as “The Kitchen” and committed 
to play St. Andrews in July.2” He also noted that he was “thankful” 
for the 239th time that week. “I keep saying it, but I am. I really am. 


I truly am.” 


217. Which, yes, that was always going to happen. 
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Then his business partner took over. Out in 32, Rory chipped in at 10, 


299 


and 10 years of “Rory comin” tweets started to converge on themselves. 
He played the next three in 4-3-3 and despite vowing to myself that I 
wouldn’t get emotionally swept up in Rory shooting something stupid 
on Sunday to land his white whale, the next thing I knew I found myself 
power walking to the 14th green.*® It was Spieth in 2018 redux. This 
... this can’t actually happen, right? It didn’t, but for a few seconds it 
did feel like it could. Statistically, I would say it was tantamount to what 
took place at the Presidents Cup this year. There was never a real chance 
the U.S. was going to be had by Tom Kim and Co., but for a moment or 
two or maybe even three, it wasn’t that difficult to talk yourself into it. 
Two notes. One, I watched Rory’s wife take her phone out of her 
purse on 16. Not illegally—it had an ANGC sticker on it signaling that 
she had been approved to do so—and buddy, is there any greater sign 
that you’ve made it in life than being allowed to take your phone on 
the course on Sunday at the Masters? Two, the ending, we need to talk 
about it. It was the best. At the time, I was slightly dubious that—like 
many others said—this 64 unlocked something for Rory. I thought it 
was a fairly straightforward “Rory is playing with freedom on Sunday 
because he went into the day a touchdown and two-point conversion 
down to the No. 1 player in the world” round.’” In retrospect, it seems 
like that was wrong. He had as many wins (3) as he had finishes outside 
the top eight (3) over his next 14 events. His jazz hands celebration, 
it seemed, was emblematic of more than just shooting 64 in the final 


round of the Masters.22° 


218. Ihave spent a lot of time thinking about why Rory (and Spieth) draw these reactions 
out of so many people. Why some golfers are stars and others are transcendent. There are 
many answers I could posit at another time in another, perhaps more Rory-centric book, 
but I do know that Rory possesses something that fans want to be delirious about, and we 
nearly got the zenith of that on Masters Sunday 2022. 

219. A JRay special here on Rory after this Masters: Since the beginning of 2015, Rory 
Mcllroy is now +35 in the first round of majors. He is 68-under the rest of the week. 

220. For what it’s worth, Rory gained more strokes (14.4) at the Masters in 2022 than Tiger 
did (12.1) in 2019. Golf history and personal legacy often hinges more on uncontrollable 
external circumstances than we're sometimes willing to admit. 
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It also affirmed what Dethier and I have been talking about for the 
last year. Yes, we should give disproportionate attention to the winners 
of golf tournaments, but we should give some sort of acknowledge- 
ment and accolade to those who finish in the top three. When we 
think about the 2022 Masters, we will mostly think of Scottie’s scalpel 
and the precision with which he used it, but we will also consider 
Rory’s impossible holed-out bunker shot at the 72nd and perhaps the 
worst celebration in golf history (which is saying something!). That 
should be publicly and formally recognized in ways that it’s not.” 

A Soly take: This Rory pertormance is a good example of how it’s 
only going to get harder and harder for him to win one. He’s likely 
going to beat the entire field except for a new superstar who ts playing 
in his third Masters. The talent pool just keeps getting deeper. 

lagree,andI have been on the “there are going to be guys who win one 
ot two majors that we’lllook back onand think, ‘Huh, really, that’s all...” 
for a while now. That’s why the majors feel so monumental. Four is 
the perfect number for 15 superstars to try and win every year. After 
the PGA I asked who, from the following group, will end his career 
with the most majors: Rory, Brooks, Spieth, Morikawa, |T, DJ, Rahm, 
Scheffler, Bryson. 

Rory is probably the safe answer, but when I put it out on Twitter, 
Morikawa was the most popular one. I’m out on that, partly because 
that beginning-of-his-career run makes it feel like hell win 10 of 
them. Same thing happened to Rory (and Spieth to an extent). There 
will be some regression to the mean with Morikawa. The right answer, 


though, I think is Spieth.?” 


Anyway, enough about Jordan, let’s get back to Scottie. 


221. Jordan Spieth has nine podiums since 2015, by the way. Brooks, DJ, and... Louis have 
seven. The next closest are Xander and Justin Rose with four. 

222. Nobody consistently contends at even one of the four, much less two, with as much 
aplomb as he does at The Open and the Masters. 
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He never faltered, never fell apart, at least not when it mattered. A five 
on 10 provided some serious (and nightmarish) Spieth flashbacks, but he 
played the next seven in 1 under and caused Soly to float the following 
(which I agree with): If you’re up by five on 16 you should have to do the 
skip-off-the-water shot. 

OK, he faltered once. For several seconds. Four putts at the last 
when he could have taken six and still won was a fitting way for Scottie 
to close out one of the great 10-week stretches in golf history.” Why 
was it fitting? Well, Scottie is no conquering hero Alexander the Great 
facsimile like the Cat was. He’s not a killer as a person. He’s compet- 
itive and talented beyond belief, yes, but he’s also low-key and some- 
times downright goofy. The first 274 shots represented the former, the 
last four the latter. A dichotomy to fit the personality. 

I wasn’t prepared for what may have been the quote of the year. It 
came out of nowhere as we gathered underneath the press center to listen 
to what I figured to be a very gracious but also not incredibly compelling 


winnet’s presser. 


I was wrong, 


“You know, last night was pretty easy,” he said. “I was tired. 
We went and got some food. I spilled my dinner in the car on 
the way home, and that was extraordinarily frustrating. You 
can see Meredith is still laughing at me. She thought it was the 
funniest thing ever; I didn’t think it was so funny at the time. 


Last night was fine. 


“This morning was a totally different story. I cried like a baby 
this morning. I was so stressed out. I didn’t know what to do. 


I was sitting there telling Meredith, ‘I don’t think I’m ready 


223. Scottie Scheffler 10 weeks ago: 0 wins in 70 PGA Tour starts, $8.7M career earnings, 
ranked No. 14 in the world. Scottie Scheffler after the Masters: 4 wins in 76 PGA Tour starts, 
$17.6M career earnings, ranked No. 1 in the world, Masters champion. 
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for this. ’m not ready, I don’t feel like ’m ready for this kind 


of stuff, and I just felt overwhelmed.” 


Wait ... what?! The stoic, hard-headed, “I’m not going to react to 
anything unless Bryson and his brass chest are running and leaping at 
me” No. 1 player in the world “cried like a baby” at his rental house on 
Sunday morning because he couldn’t bear the weight of the moment? 


The entire room shifted after that sentence. 


“She told me, ‘Who ate you to say that you are not ready?’ 
Who am I to say that I know what’s best for my life? And so 
what we talked about is that God is in control and that the 
Lord is leading me; and if today is my time, it’s my time. And 
if I shot 82 today, you know, somehow I was going to use it 


for His glory. Gosh, it was a long morning. It was long.” 


He continued with what turned into one of the pressers of the year. 


“T think because it’s the Masters. I dreamed of having a 
chance to play in this golf tournament. I teared up the first 
time I got my invitation in the mail. We were fortunate 
enough to play here in college, and I love this place. I love 


this golf course. 


“You know, if you’re going to choose a golf tournament to 
win, this would be the tournament I would want to win. You 
don’t know how many chances you're going to get. And so 
having a chance, you know, I think I had a five-shot lead on 
Priday and then a three-shot lead going into today, I don’t 
know if you get better opportunities than that. You don’t 


want to waste them. 
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“The human condition is to make things bigger than they 
really are. And years from now I would say people may not 
remember me as a champion, and that’s fine. But in the 


moment, you think it’s a lot bigger deal than it really is.” 


Here’s what I wrote for CBS Sports that night. 


The tears had already been spent that morning at the rental 
house the Schefflers were sharing with Sam Burns and his 
wife, Caroline. As Scheffler struggled to face the monu- 
mental task of fending off Smith, McIlroy and the rest of 
the best field in the world— at a course that has reduced 
even bigger talents to ashes in its history of Sundays—he 


said his wife’s words were a balm. 


The big Texan who never seems too high or too low on 
the golf course couldn’t even handle the thought of what 
the day could hold. That is the magic of Augusta National. 
You think you have its keys; then, they add another lock. It 
is mystical. More than the sum of its parts portend that it 
will be. 


Think about it this way: The No. 1 player in the world, who 
had beaten everybody he looked at for two straight months, 
was terrified to drive down Magnolia Lane on Sunday after- 
noon. Fear of failure is a uniquely human condition. One 
might say it’s a feature, not a bug. We don’t want to let down 
those who believe in us. We don’t want the world to remem- 


ber us for what we couldn’t do. 


Fear of success, though, is far more terrifying. When you fear 


success, what you really fear is either folks looking at you in 
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disbelief “Wait, that guy?”’) or the reality of your success not 
fulfilling your soul. Scheffler seems to have enough humility 
to handle the former, but his wife needed to counsel him on 


the latter. 


“My identity isn’t a golf score,” said Scheffler. “Like Meredith 
told me this morning, ‘If you win this golf tournament today, 
if you lose this golf tournament by 10 shots, if you never win 
another golf tournament again .. . I’m still going to love you, 
you're still going to be the same person. Jesus loves you, and 
nothing changes.’ All ’m trying to do is glorify God and 


that’s why I’m here and that’s why I’m in position.” 


As a Christian, I would like to note one misconception about 
Christianity here. It’s a tension that is difficult to reconcile but that 
Scottie illustrated and voiced really well. It can be presumed that not 
cating about a silly thing like golf is critical to one’s faith in God. 
That’s not true. What is true is that not placing a silly thing like golf 
as paramount in one’s life is an indication of maturing faith. But not 
cating about the very thing God designed you to be the very best at? 
No. Of course that can be over torqued and taken too far the other 
direction to the point that you care too much. Scottie makes balancing 
it look a lot easier than it actually is. It takes a lot of humility, which he 
has more of than a 25-year-old, much less any 25-year-old who’s No. 


1 in the world, should.2¥ 


“I always wanted to be out here, and I never expected it. I 
never expected to be sitting where I am now. You know, you 
don’t expect things to come to you in this life. You just do the 
best that you can and with the hand you're dealt and just go 


from there. I never really thought I was that good at golf, so 


224. Maybe he really is 45? 
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I just kept practicing and kept working hard, and that’s just 
what I’m going to keep doing.” 


Here’s one final thing I wrote about him on Sunday. 


Scottie is a great champ, and his willingness to let us into 
the window of anxiety he was feeling was meaningful. He’s 
a pretty reserved, subdued guy so that insight felt both stun- 
ning and also relatable given the moment. This is not the 


Cinderella story it’s sometimes purported to be. He’s great. 


He transcends numbers though. In a world where not all shots 
are equal, there’s no SG for meeting the moment. He reminds 
me of Manu Ginobili a bit. Won’t always look great, won’t win 
a dunk contest, but in an “I have to have a bucket right now” 
draft, he’d go near the top. The word he uses all the time is 
“compete.” He says he loves more than anything to compete. 
He loves being in the final pairing on Sunday, loves being in 


the last match at match play. Loves the thrill of the arena. 


I think that’s rarer in golf than we would like to believe. It’s 
also why the contrast of weeping on Sunday morning to thriving 
down the stretch and clearly wanting the rock when the oxygen 
gets thin on Sunday afternoon at ANGC was such an extraordi- 


nary juxtaposition. 


One endearing feature of so many young Masters winners is their 
disbelief that they never have to qualify for the Masters again. Scottie: 
“T just can’t believe that I can come back for a lifetime and get to enjoy 
this golf course.” 

Scottie’s dominance of March and April could have been painted 


in 100 ways, but here’s one that stood out to me: The gap in OWGR 
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points between No. 1 Scottie Scheffler and No. 10 Sam Burns after 
the Masters was the same as the gap between Burns and No. 781 
Nathan Kimsey. CBS announced that the final round—in a complete 
blowout!—was the most-watched golf telecast on any network since 
the final round of the 2019 Masters. 

Greg Norman said that he wanted to “let the Masters go off” before 
announcing who had joined LIV, which showed extraordinary gener- 
osity. Then LIV announced that it would begin inviting amateurs. If 
I’m being honest, I still don’t really understand the financial agreement 
there. Ah yes, it looks as if Bryce Young made $1.2 million in NIL money 
last year which ts just $26 million less than Alabama’s third-best golfer. 


The sleepy RBC got a jolt when Spieth started flirting with the lead 
while also missing 18-inch putts. The Golden Child made two eagles 
in his first five holes on Sunday”® but seemed to have put himself in 
too deep of a hole going into the final round to truly contend. Then an 
Faster miracle happened, and the entire field came back to him, When 
he stood on the 18th tee box at 12 under, Data Golf said he had a 0.8 
percent chance of winning. Next thing you knew, he and Cantlay were 
racing golf carts back to the same tee for a playoff. 

Greller forgot his bib for the playoff, which placed him among the 
many that preceded him who denied knowing the name of their leader 
of many years on Easter weekend. It didn’t matter. Spieth won with 
a par at the first hole anyway. His wife, Annie, came sprinting from 
the gallery, carrying their newborn like Leonard Fournette toting the 
rock on a Sunday in October. 

The entire tournament was a bit bizarre, but it was the type of 


moment needed for a post-Masters haze.” Also, everyone on Golf 


225. Also this, the Spiethiest of facts, emerged: Jordan Spieth is § under over his last nine 
holes played and hasn’t made a single birdie over that stretch. 

226. It was also the first time I realized that Spieth (226) had played more PGA Tour events 
at that point than Rory (210). The former had won 13 of 226 and the latter 20 of 210. Both 
are historically great percentages, but Spieth’s number gives some context to how insane 
Rory’s actually is. 
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Twitter pointed out that not only has Spieth won on each of the last 
two Easter Sundays but he’s also already won the 2023 Masters on 
Easter Sunday, we just haven’t realized it yet.”’ 

Spieth said afterward that he “won this golf tournament without a 
putter,’ which was true. He started the second round in 32nd place, 
lost three strokes to the field with his putter over the next 54 holes 

. .and somehow won the event.” His SG per round number (2.9) 
wins a PGA Tour event only about 5 percent of the time.” So this 
was not the dominant performance we’ve sometimes seen in the past 
from Spieth at tournaments like this one. It was a gift on a holiday 
known for them. One that was exciting, but hardly a harbinger of 


things to come. 


He was also asked how close he felt to being at the top of his game. 


“Close but far. I wouldn’t say far. I would say tee to green, 
if you take my last three events, it’s as good as it’s ever been. 
Structurally, I still am trying to feel 150 percent of what ’m 
doing in a rehearsal that’s not—it’s feel versus real. It’s not 


actually doing it.” 
... Sure, sure. 


The most normal sport thing that happened during the RBC 
Heritage, I should note, was that Dylan Frittelli hit a ball into a tree 
and it hung, suspended, from the moss dangling in an area close to 
the fairway. He straddled the line his ball was on and tomahawked 


it out of the tree and back into play. Somehow he went on to make 


227. I'm looking forward to Spieth talking Scheffler into serving unleavened bread and 
wine at the champions dinner. 

228. JRay: It was the worst SG putting number by a player in a PGA Tour win since Sean 
OHair in 2009 at Quail Hollow. 

229. For reference: Phil gained 6.6 strokes per round at the 2016 Open and lost. 
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par. Except that he received a two-stroke penalty shortly after. 
According to Rule 10.1c, you can’t make a stroke while standing 
across or on the line of play, which, sure, everybody knows that. 

It was announced that Josh Allen,#° Aaron Rodgers, Tom Brady, 
and Patrick Mahomes would play in the next iteration of The Match. 
This was fine news, but even better news would have been an 
announcement by the PGA Tour that it would stage a flag football 
game between its top players as a response. Louis Oosthuizen running 
corner post routes, JT executing bubble screens, Spieth rolling out (to 
his left!) to try and hit Rahm on a drag route, and Finau Mossing 
everybody in sight while Hatton hollers about how his spike lengths 
aren't sufficient for the type of turf being used in the game. Would 
watch. Would pay to watch. 

Jack Nicklaus publicly stated that Tiger told him at the Champions 
Dinner, “Why in the world would I wait a year to play if I know I’m 
gonna hurt both years? Why don’t I just get back and start playing and 
just suck it up?” 

Jay Haas played the Zurich Classic with his son, Bill. Jay last made 
the cut at a PGA Tour event when Morikawa was in third grade. 
Whatever you think about it—whether it’s good or bad—it’s undeni- 
able that this is unique to golf and something that just can’t happen 
in any other sport.” As SMartin pointed out, Sam Snead (who was 
born in 1912!) was in the field when Jay Haas made his PGA Tour 
debut. Morikawa and Hovland, who Team Haas tied in Round 1, 
wete born in 1997. ’Team Haas made the cut and finished 136, which 
was amazing. 

John Daly II signed a NIL deal with Hooters and gave this 
unbelievable quote: “I have seen my father’s great relationship with 
Hooters over the years, and I am proud to continue my family’s 
association with this iconic brand.” 

230. Who my nine-year-old calls “The Pirate” every time he’s on TV because “that’s what he 


looks like.” 
231. This put the 65+ count in 2022 PGA Tour events at two. 
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I’ve always said the most iconic brands in golf are Titleist, Rolex, 
Callaway, the R&A, and Hooters. 

Robert Garrigus became the first player to request a release to play 
in the LIV Golf Invitational in London, and then we didn’t hear his 
name again for the rest of the year. Tantamount to the folks on the 
Nifia, Pinta, and Santa Maria sending some poor stowaway in a life- 
boat a mile ahead of the big boats to see if shore was approachable 
before taking credit for being the first ones to find America. 

D) handwriting-gate emerged after Paulina posted a note addressed 
to her and signed by him that looked like it had been penned by a high 
school sophomore between geography and precalc.” Turns out the florist 
transcribed D]’s words: J Jove you to the moon and back. XO, Dustin. 

Xander and Cantlay won the Zurich but didn’t recetve OWGR 
points (which is crooked considering how many top players played in 
it!). It was Xandet’s fifth PGA Tour victory.” 

Tiger took the Air Cat I to Tulsa to get some prep work at Southern 
Hills. What we couldn’t have known at the time is that @useGo- 
IfFACTS would memorialize this moment by later claiming Tiger 
received an unfair advantage because he was given a yardage book to 
navigate the golf course and Patrick Reed, it seems, was not.” 

I was later told that Reed was offered everything Southern Hills 
had at its disposal when he was there but that it did not in fact have 
PGA Championship yardage books to give anyone. Anyway, Reed 
apparently had a long conversation during PGA week with Cary 
Cozby, who serves as director of golf at Southern Hills, apologizing 


for the tweet sent, ostensibly, by his wife. 


232. Ihave never written a dumber sentence. 

233. Somehow he had six OWGR wins at the time. 

234. @useGolfFACTS: J wonder what it’s like to have the director of golf at Southern Hills 
give you ALL the course notes you need for the upcoming PGA Championship. Do all 
players get this treatment, PGA? For Tiger Woods this is just embarrassing that PGA posted 
this photo and it’s very telling. Patrick Reed showed up the week prior to playing Southern 
Hills... they told him they didn’t have any yardage books that he could buy/use to play his 
practice rounds before the major. This isn’t about Tiger Woods or Patrick Reed—this is 
about fair treatment. 
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Jon Rahm won the Mexico Open, I think? Data Golf tells me it 
happened, and his name is on the top of the page. Tron had a good 
take on it: Rahm needs to go play Canada and hold all the North 
American Opens at once! 

During Wells Fargo week, Brandon Matthews—who might be the 
longest professional golfer in the world—said his stock 6 iron goes 
218, 5 iron is 231, and 4 iron is 246. Sure. 

Jamie Weir interviewed Lee Westwood. It was a roller coaster. 
Here’s part of the transcript of what Westy said about committing to 
the first LIV event. 


“Tt’s an opportunity to play in a big tournament against some 
of the best players in the world in England. I love playing 
in England in front of the home fans. We’ve played Euro- 
pean Tour events in Saudi Arabia. I’ve had releases from the 
PGA Tour saying I can go and play in Saudi Arabia. It’s been 
no problem to them in previous years. Formula 1 race there, 
Newcastle is partly owned by people from Saudi Arabia. 
There’s been boxing fights there. I think there’s been snooker 
and darts there as well. Golf’s not the first sport to have links 
with Saudi Arabia, but it seems to be coming under more 
scrutiny than anywhere else. Whether you think that’s right 


or not is the individual’s opinion. 


“T think Saudi Arabia, they know they’ve got issues. Lots of 
countries around the world have issues. I think they’re trying 
to improve. They’re trying to do it through sport, which a 
lot of countries do. I think they’re doing it a lot quicker than 
some countries are trying to do it, and that maybe worries 
or scares people because people don’t like change, do they? 


They like continuity, things to stay the same.” 
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I actually don’t believe LIV is urgently or specifically trying to 
sportswash for MBS or Saudi Arabia’s reputation like I did at the time 
this came out,” although Westy makes it so easy to see why one 
would. It’s such a tell by him (or anyone who said something similar) 
that he has a price and he doesn’t really care about what that price 
could cost other people. Apparently, the onus is on the rest of us, 
though, for not being able to deal with how quickly Saudi Arabia is 
trying to change. 

The PGL came out with a slightly unhinged letter at this time as it 
began to see its future squeezed out by LIV and the Tour. Almost all of 
the PGL communication has been poorly written, poorly timed, and 
generally presented as not very thoughtful, which is strange because 
I’ve envisioned the PGL as perhaps the most thoughtful group out of 
all of them! 

The letter stated that the PGL is “not just for the feted few but all 
of golf” and then gave PGA Tour members two options. 


1. Own 50 percent of PGL and make $20M each with a 
further $1B value to be shared between members of the 
KFT and DP World Tours. 

2. Do nothing and leave LIV to generate that value, while 
the two oldest tours contemplate a full merger that would 


serve neither membership. 


It stated that the PGL could operate under the PGA Tour’s existing 
umbrella and no releases would be required to play PGL events but 
that the Tour’s policy board has refused to discuss their proposals. 
Then it kind of threw Rory under the bus??*° 


235. Is that a broad goal of the Saudi Arabian Public Investment Fund? Sure, maybe. Even 
so, I'm less convinced than I was at the beginning of the year as I think their goal is more 
centrally on diversification than sportswashing or culturewashing. But is it one of the 
tenets of LIV as an organization? No, I don't believe that. That doesn’t make LIV good, but it 
has slightly reframed how I've thought about it. 

236. Doesn't seem like the lamb you want to be sacrificing in this game. 
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Rory Mclroy recently messaged, “We had Allen and 
Company present to the board in Orlando about the PGL 
proposal. They don’t think $10B by 2030 is feasible at all. 
They said you'd need to create 20 Ryder Cups a year from 
now until then to get to that number.” In the corporate 
finance world, this is technically known as “bullshit” But 
then again, Allen and Co. has never spoken to us, nor had 
access to the information it would require in order to produce 


an accurate valuation. 


The PGL’s inability to get off the ground—especially when it pro- 
posed the very ideas that P’'ve been a proponent of like teams, fewer 
events, equity for players, etc.—highlights a couple of things. The first 
is how much money it takes to get anything off the ground (report- 
edly just shy of $800M for LIV in 2022). I don’t know that the PGL 
was living in that world. The second is, frustratingly (?), how little 
the Tour seemed invested in reshaping its product. The third is that 
timing is everything, and it’s easy to envision the PGL succeeding in 
a parallel universe in which LIV didn’t grab nearly every detail of the 
PGL and turn it into its own. 

Rory turned 33 at the Wells Fargo Championship. He’s still on 
four majors. When Tiger turned 33, he had 14. When Phil turned 
33, he had zero. Tiger won one after his 33rd birthday, and it took a 
miracle for him to do so. Phil won six (!). Where does Rory fall on 
that spectrum? 

I thought Webb’s comments on Rory were interesting and note- 
worthy. They echoed a lot of other players throughout the year 


who said similar things. 


“He’s proven himself on the golf course, I think he’s proven 
himself off the golf course. He’s a leader I think for us in a 


lot of ways. Very articulate. And he’s been a global player for 
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along time, so I think his opinions matter. Him being on the 
board now, I think he brings a lot to the table. He’s certainly 
a guy who | think has been fun to listen to because he’s not 
just going to give you the right answers, he’s going to give you 
what he thinks. That’s really good I think for a leader for us 
players to have that.” 


The problem with giving people what you think is that when your 
opinion evolves—like it almost always does for mature, reasonable 
people—a previous statement can make you look foolish. Rory 
manages this fairly well, but it’s something he’s exposing himself to 


that, say, Brooks is not. 


Shipnuck reported in his book and on the Fire Pit Collective that 
Phil had gambling debts of $40M from 2010-2014 and that his split 
with Bones was also largely over money. He also made note of a T-Rex 
skull that Phil once got as a birthday present which led me to do some 
digging. Phil told Digest in 2009 that he got the skull as a present in 
2008. 


“It’s the coolest thing Pve ever gotten. My kids and I some- 
times will just sit in my office and talk about what the world 
was like 68 million years ago. Amanda, our oldest daughter 
[born the day after the 1999 U.S. Open], wanted to be a pale- 
ontologist for a long time. Even before we got the dinosaur 


head. Our kids are really into that stuff, like outer space. 


“T don’t know [what it’s worth]. It was a birthday present. 
We’ve had four or five people bid on it, but it’s not for sale. 
Talk about giving something to the man who has everything. 
I was really surprised, just like I was when Amy gave me the 


meteorite. That’s from Argentina, a crash from the 1930s, I 
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believe. I got that from Amy last Christmas. It weighs about 
300 pounds and is the size of a basketball. I also have a small 
one that friends gave to me. It’s about the size of a softball. 


There are more meteorites around than dinosaurs.” 


Normal stuff. 


Sergio lost his mind at the Wells Fargo. Nothing new for Sergio, 
except that this time some new information surfaced in the middle of 
his rant. Amid waist-high weeds and grass as he looked for a lost golf 
ball, he was heard spouting the following. 


“T can’t wait to leave this tour.”?*” 
“Can’t wait to get outta here.” 
“Just a couple more weeks until I don’t have to deal with you 


[rules official] any more.”* 


What became clear over time and is quite obvious now is that 
everyone who defected to LIV was sold a bill of goods. This was, 
coincidentally, summed up in the now-infamous text exchange 
between Sergio and Norman that got disclosed in the LIV-PGA Tour 
lawsuit late in the year. In it, Norman stated, “They cannot ban you 
for one day let alone life,’ and Sergio responded, “Thanks, Sharky!!!” 
Whether they were sold OWGR points, mobility between tours, no 
major championship pushback, or simply the lavish lifestyle LIV has 
delivered on, they were all sold something. 

This is not surprising, of course. It’s how any startup operates, but 
it does make me wonder if, when some of these promises start going 
poorly (you can start with the OWGR stuff), then how will that LIV 


237. Soly: Sergio: ‘I can't wait to leave this tour.” Also Sergio: $54,302,770 career earnings on 
this tour. 

238. Porath: Do these guys think... checks notes... the Saudis are going to be pushovers 
and more accommodating of their every shit ft compared to their player-run organization? 
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vibe start to look and will the text messages and press conferences be 
as jovial as they have been over the past six months? 

Humorously, it turned out that Sergio was correct about his dis- 
puted ruling. 

Sunday at the Wells Fargo started early as Thorbjorn Olesen won 
the British Masters by one after playing the last two holes in 3 under. It 
led to a tweet from Porath that is one of the deeper cuts I can remem- 
ber. If you have a full understanding of this tweet and its context, you 
might be a sicko: Nothing tugs at the heartstrings more than a miracle 
Piss Bear win during Mother’s Day brunch. 

Homa held off Cam Young, Matty Fitz, Keegan, and Rory to win 
his fourth PGA Tour event and his second Wells Fargo. The only part 
crazier than him going from making two of 17 cuts in 2017 to a lock 
for the 2022 Presidents Cup team is how unsurprising it is now that 
he wins regularly on the PGA Tour. This win meant that Homa, since 
the start of 2021, had more worldwide wins at the time than Rory, 
Rahm, Spieth, JT, Bryson, DJ, Xander, and Brooks. 

He was asked about what a win on Mother’s Day meant to him 
after announcing that his wife was pregnant: “Perspective is running 
rampant.’ 

Then, more seriously, he spoke about his story of failure after 


winning his fourth tournament. 


“Tt would be cool if I was Rory McIlroy and didn’t do that, 
but yeah, for me it’s something I carry with me that I think 
is... it’s powerful. I feel like other guys don’t have that and 
that’s good for them, I’m glad they don’t. But I saw $18,000 
in a year out here. I saw feeling very, very small, having lit- 
erally no hope as to getting a top 10 let alone making a cut 


that season. 


239. Dethier: Max Homa’ ability to go from funny relatable Twitter guy to stone-cold killer 
Is absurd. He and Durant may be the only two people on this website with actual talent. 
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“I carry that because I’ve seen it and... you come out in 
the lead and I’m three strokes up and I’m one stroke up, it 
just doesn’t faze me as much as I feel like it could because I 
know what bad is, and my bad today was going to be making 
a boatload of money and moving along to the PGA Cham- 
pionship in two weeks with a good chance to win if I keep 
playing like this. I think that’s something I carry close to my 
chest because I think it’s something that as much as nobody 
will want to have it, it’s nice to have if you get through that 


tough time.” 


That’s actual perspective. 


Here’s what I wrote for CBS Sports after the win. 


Even in an age of myriad likable stars, Homa is easy to root 
for. Is that what he is now? A star? A superstar. Perhaps, 
although the next step for him is proving it at a major cham- 
pionship (where his best finish is a T40 at the 2021 Open 
Championship). Perhaps there, too, it’s a matter of faking it 
until he makes it, of believing it even when he doesn’t feel it, 
of shedding the imposter syndrome that plagues so many in 


their professions. 


Whether that happens in the future remains to be seen, of 
course, but a transformation seemed to take place in the wake 
of his fourth victory on Sunday over McIlroy and Co. at TPC 
Potomac. Homa is not the most popular player as in the most 
known by the most people. Not even close, really. However, 
he might be the most /iked by the people that do know about 
him. And in the years in which that has been the case, a 


curious thing has happened. 
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Max Homa is no longer only (arguably) the most beloved 


golfer in the world. He’s also now one of the best. 


The Wells Fargo was followed by K.H. Lee going back-to-back at 
the Nelson”? while the following was said about Spieth’s final round: 
“After nearly hitting a tree and maybe ricocheting into a penalty area, 
Jordan Spieth walks off the 7th with a par.” 

K.H. wore a cowboy hat in victory, but Spieth went to Southern 
Hills looking for the Slam having been defeated by one golfer since 
the Masters. 

Greg Norman said both of these things within a few days of each 


other during Nelson week. 


1. “Ido not answer to Saudi Arabia. I do not answer to MBS.” 


2. “This whole thing about Saudi Arabia and Khashoggi and 
human rights; talk about it, but also talk about the good 
that the country is doing in changing its culture. Look, 
we've all made mistakes and you just want to learn by those 


mistakes and how you can correct them going forward.” 


If No. 1 was actually true then you wouldn’t need to say or justify No. 2. 


The Tour, surprisingly (at least to me), denied waivers to play in the 
first LIV event in London. I believed the Tour would allow players 
to play LIV events until they either hit their three-waiver max or ran 
into a domestic LIV event. Either of those would have been an easy 
(and less-litigious) denial, but they went hard at LIV early “because 
granting such a release would significantly and unreasonably harm the 
PGA Tour and [Tour] sponsors.” 


240. Only Snead, Nicklaus, Watson, and K.H. have ever done so! 
241. The first line on his Hall of Fame bio. 
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The Tour was heavy-handed here when I’m not sure it needed to 


be. That would be a theme. There are probably a thousand reasons 


for it that ’m not thinking of, but the Tour’s deci- to 
later ban players who teed it up at LIV seemed 

essary to me. Why not just raise the minimum number 
of tournaments players needed to play if their home 


and function- 


them? 


tour was elsewhere from 15 to 18 or whatever 
ally ban players instead of actually banning 

I got in a “this is not the first time a man known for 
blowing up his calves has been denied a waiver to Cross 
the Red Sea” joke about Phil, 
responded more seriously. 

“The Tout’s 


is anti-golfer, 


but Norman 


action 


anti-fan, and 
anti-competi- 
tive,” said Norman. “But no matter what obstacles the PGA Tour puts 
in our way, we will not be stopped. We will continue to give players 
options that promote the great game of golf globally.” 

Maybe the Tour is anti-golfer, anti-fan, and anti-competitive, or 
maybe it is just protecting its product. Again, could the Tour have done 
so in a less aggressive way that I think would have made more sense 
according to its bylaws? Yes, but players were never going to be allowed 
to play in more than three non-Tour events according to the rules that, 
you know, they signed up fot. 

If your response to this is, Well they should be allowed to play 
wherever they want whenever they want because theyre indepen- 
dent contractors, consider the Tour’s position. The Tour has to sell a 
product to CBS and NBC, and it has to have a structure in place that 


isn’t something like, “Well, we think our top guys are mostly going 


242. Are guys going to go play 14 LIV events AND 18 PGA Tour events? Unless Sungjae 
leaves for LIV, I'm pretty dubious of that happening. 
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to play the PGA Tour and be on your networks but really, who can 
say? They’re independent contractors, they do what they want.” And 
if they’re unable to tell networks with some degree of certainty how 
much top players will be playing then the money isn’t there and the 
entire thing falls apart. 

Also, while we’re here, it sounds sexy to say that you hate monop- 
olies and think they should be broken up, but that’s not what anyone 
actually wants when it comes to sports. Imagine saying that about 
the NFL. You know, I think it’s a monopoly, these guys should be 
allowed to go play in various football leagues around the world. 
No, you want the best players in the same league playing as often 
as possible. Especially in individual sports. This is what the Tour 
is trying to get at with its rules about minimum tournaments for 
players who call another tour their home tour and also their three- 
waiver rule for members of the PGA Tour. It’s also why Tiger sat 
everybody down in Delaware and they all agreed to play the same 
events in 2023 and beyond. Interestingly, the Tour never had the 
power to tell them to do that, so the players had to use their sig- 
nificant power to decide to do so on their own, which, you know, 
a lot of people have been saying that the players have been more 
powerful all along. 

Phil Mickelson withdrew from the PGA Championship on a Friday 
afternoon, and somehow his result from the 2022 PGA was more 
surprising than his result from 2021. I don’t know how that’s possi- 
ble, but I thought Dethier summed it up well: It’s bad news that Phil 
Mickelson isn’t playing in the PGA Championship. No matter what 
else you think about the PGA Tour, LIV, Phil or anything else, it’s a 
bummer that he won't be there to detend the defining win of his late 
careet. Nobody wins here. 

That’s a touchstone for me. No matter which side you’re on, the 


fracturing of golf and the disruption of it all just flat out sucks. Is 
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that LIV’s faultr** Is that the Tour’s fault? Is it Mickelson’s fault? Is 
it some amalgamation of all of those? In the end, it doesn’t matter. 
What matters is that 2022 was the year that professional golf got a 
stick of dynamite put in its core and saw itself blasted to a thousand 
pieces. Each individual piece may have its backers and enthusiasts, but 
to pull all the way out and look at it on the whole, there’s not much to 


cheer about. 


243. I'm not sure it’s totally LIV’s fault. I think some sort of fracturing might happen no 
matter what business served as the disruptor. 
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Chapter 7 


Shock 
by: Joel Beall 


QO: swing separated Mito Pereira from history, only history 


hurled an inside fastball and jammed him something fierce. 
There are scholars who argue Pereira was electrocuted by an unseen 
force on his final drive at Southern Hills, which could explain why 
the Colombian—whose passes at the ball for four days in Tulsa had 
been so refined and savage and unafraid, like a bear taking a swipe at a 
picnic basket—suddenly looked like he was swinging a sledgehammer 
in a straitjacket. Others chalk it up to the inexperience of Young 
Mito, for major championships are similar to bull riding: in order to 
stay on, one has to experience falling off. Older members of the golf 
cognoscenti think the fate suffered by Pereira, while cruel, was not 
divine intervention but the pressures inherent to meritocracy. There 
is a reason trophies (the ones of consequence, at least) are awarded not 
after 71 or 70 or 54 holes, but 72. 


But whatever sent his ball and his hopes into that creek does not 
matter. What matters is Pereira’s hacked-off swing served as a mark 


of demarcation. In a game that already traffics in the absurd and in 
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the midst of a remarkably weird year, Pereira’s foul ball** at the PGA 
Championship took 2022 from the unusual into the surreal. 

The months of May and June brought about a wild PGA finish but 
also a schism, one that had hovered on the horizon for the better part 
of two years. Yet when it arrived it still somehow took everyone by 
surprise. DJ made an all-time Irish goodbye after the PGA while Phil 
returned from his sabbatical**° looking like he had watched Top Gun: 
Maverick a dozen times. Bryson said he couldn’t risk going to LIV 
then did anyway. A finish in Canada was seen as a massive referendum 
on Saudi Arabia’s take on golf. A fan became a hero for drinking Mich 
Ultra. Jack Nicklaus Companies sued Jack Nicklaus. Tyrrell Hatton 
whined about courses ... well, Hatton always does that because some 
devices are impervious to space and time. 

Make no mistake, the keg powder for all of this was laid well before 
the PGA, which narrowly preceded LIV’s big, industry-shifting roster 
announcement at the end of May. But like the Stamp Act or Timothy 
Olyphant passing on the role of Dominic Toretto, the biggest explo- 
sions can start with the smallest of wicks. For golf, the spark was lit 
by an ill-timed hack from a little-known tour rookie in Tulsa. That 
was the moment the 2022 golf year seemingly shifted, and it remains 
unclear how long this fire will burn. 

Let it be said that Mito, who needed four for a win, five for a playoff 
and left with six, was magnanimous and accountable in defeat. After 
several media interviews, he was greeted by a group of Latin American 
golfers led by Joaquin Niemann and Abe Ancer. At first glance they 
were there to congratulate Mito for what he almost did and what he 
had done, to lift his spirits, to let them know they were there. A nice 
moment, except for the fact that Netflix cameras were not-so-coinci- 


dentally filming the exchange for an upcoming docuseries, raising the 


244. Our apologies to Mito for reminding him of this swing no less than five times in two 
paragraphs. 

245. And by sabbatical we mean suspension. 

246. Not a good sign that Mich Ultra Man got more airtime this year than Brooksie. 
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perhaps unfair question whether the Latin players were there on their 
own accord or cajoled. It made for a scene just as dispiriting as Mito’s 
72nd hole crash, because realities—surreal or otherwise—should not 
be fabricated. 


SRK ARK ARR OK KK 


We should have known the end of the PGA Championship would 
open this window into the seventh circle of hell. This is the tour- 
nament that allowed John Daly to play in a cart, penalized DJ for 
hitting out of a bunker where people were standing, had a long-drive 
contest protested by Bubba, and facilitated a dance from Rich Beem 
that forever closed the “are golfers athletes?” debate. Honestly we’re 
lucky one of Southern Hills’ bunkers didn’t turn into a sinkhole. 

This is not to say I disdain the PGA. Quite the opposite; over the 
past decade it has shed its black sheep stigma of the Big Four. For the 
longest time, this wasn’t the case: part of this tournament’s identity 
was that it really didn’t have one, to the point where the PGA needed 
to remind golf that “This Is Major.” Not great, because the moment 
you atgue why you matter is the moment you prove the opposite. 

Yet its recent roll call of winners has been strong and its compe- 
titions closely contested. The PGA no longer has an existential crisis 
regarding what the tournament’s supposed to be and how it’s sup- 
posed to achieve this idea. The new May date has improved its overall 
perception while balancing out the rest of the golf calendar, and with 
Gil Hanse recently restoring Southern Hills” there was hope the 
streak would continue. 

But again, the PGA has a penchant for oddities. Like, you know, its 
defending champ deciding not to defend his title. 

Three days before PGA week, in a 5:18 p.m. Friday news dump that 
put Tiger injury updates to shame, the PGA of America announced 


Phil dropped out of the tournament. Despite still being on a months- 


247. Transforming a pretty good ballpark into a certified gem. 
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long sabbatical,” it was a surprise; just weeks before Phil’s agent said 
he was registered for the PGA, and the PGA of America’s statement 
indicated the decision was Phil’s and Phil’s alone. Maybe he knew his 
game was rusty, or perhaps his new handlers were using his absence 
and subsequent return to hype their own debut. The opinion that 
doesn’t jive was that Phil was worried about his reception. Should 
there be any doubt about that, one only needs to remember the warm 
embrace Phil received in Detroit in 2021 after he feuded with the 
media and threatened never to return to the city following the reve- 
lation of his long-ago ties to a mobster. Or the Sunday at Shinnecock 
in 2018, the day after he hit a moving ball in an act of petulance, 
defiance, and defeat. Or the welcomes after insider trading scandals 
... and throwing two Ryder Cup captains under the bus . . . and the 
number of other gaffes—including a prescient 2019 moment when he 
told fans, “You do you, I’m gonna do me,” regarding his first dalliance 
with the Saudis .. . well, you get the gist. 

Phil’s PGA absence was a reckoning of his own making, but that 
doesn’t make it any less somber. “Unfortunate; sad,” Rory said a few 
days later. “This should be a celebration, right? He won a major cham- 
pionship at 50 years old. It was possibly his last big, big moment in the 
game of golf. I think he should be here this week and celebrating what 
a monumental achievement he achieved last year. It’s unfortunate. It’s 
sad. Yeah, I don’t know what else I can say.’ 

One of the beautiful upshots of Phil’s win in Kiawah was earning 
a victory lap that had no end. That lap was now over, a reminder that 
“forever” is only found in fairytales. 

Mondays are generally quiet at major championships. Rickie 
Fowler is mostly a reserved guy. So it stands to reason Monday of 
PGA week was kicked off by Rick conceding he was weighing a jump 
to LIV. 

248. Which, again, was not a sabbatical. 


249. Which was slightly more eloquent than Brooks’ Phil take: “Not here. There's not really 
much else I can say.’ 
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“Yeah, I have,’ Fowler said when asked if he’s received an offer 
from LIV Golf. “To be straightforward with you guys, I haven’t nec- 
essatily made a decision one way or the other. ’ve mentioned in the 
past, do I currently think that the PGA Tour is the best place to play? 
I do. Do I think it can be better? Yes. So I think it’s an interesting 
position. Obviously there’s the LIV and Premier [Golf League], as 
well. These tours or leagues or whatever—however you want to clas- 
sify or call them—they wouldn’t really be coming up if they didn’t 
see that there was more opportunity out there. I’ve always looked at 
competition being a good thing. It’s the driving force of our game. 
You know, being able to have games with guys at home, that’s how I 
always grew up, is competing. I think competition ultimately makes 
people better, whether it’s business, sport. So it’s interesting, that’s 
for sure.” 

Fowler didn’t leave for LIV. That he was part of the players summit 
in Delaware later in the summer signals he doesn’t intend on bounc- 
ing. But for context, this was two weeks away from LIV announcing 
its inaugural field, and at the time most of the game’s marquee names 
had publicly distanced themselves from the Saudi-backed group. 
Fowler’s admission was a coup of sorts for LIV. It signaled this league 
could be more than just has-beens and never-wases.”° It signaled 
that if one of the Tour’s supposed good guys didn’t see Saudi Ara- 
bia’s human rights record as an obstacle, it was doubtful others would 
either. It signaled that if Rickie Fowler—arguably the posterboy for 
the stardom and riches the Tour could (and did) bestow—believed 
the Tour wasn’t providing enough opportunities, there may be serious 
cracks in the foundation. 

Oh yeah, Tiger. He was back. But just to underline how big of a 
shadow Phil’s absence cast, half of Tiger’s pre-tourney press confer- 


ence focused on the man who wasn’t there. 


250. Or maybe it was a concession from Fowler, who was mired in year three of his slump, 
that he was now among this golf purgatory. 
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Tiger said he hadn’t reached out to Phil since the fallout, but took 


a mostly measured approach on the subject. 


“You know, [Phil] has his opinion on where he sees the game 
of golf going. I have my viewpoint on how I see the game 
of golf, and I’ve supported the Tour and my foundation has 
run events on the Tour for a number of years. I just think 
that what Jack [Nicklaus] and Arnold [Palmer] have done 
in starting the Tour and breaking away from the PGA of 
America and creating our tour in ‘68 or “69, somewhere in 
there, I just think there’s a legacy to that. ’ve been playing 
out here for a couple of years over decades, and I think there’s 
a legacy to it. I still think that the Tour has so much to offer, 
so much opportunity ... I understand different viewpoints, 
but I believe in legacies; I believe in major championships; I 
believe in big events, comparisons to historical figures of the 
past. There’s plenty of money out here. The Tour is growing. 
But it’s just like any other sport. It’s like tennis. You have to 
go out there and earn it. You’ve got to go out there and play 
for it. We have the opportunity to go ahead and do it. It’s just 


not guaranteed up front.” 


Tiger has often been accused of being assiduously vanilla with 
the media (for understandable reasons). That’s not totally true; if 
there’s a question that piques his golf curiosity or inner nerdom, he'll 
respond with vigor. But, yes, he mostly plays it safe, often working 
the clock by taking a lot of time to say very little. Still, given their 
past—and that their détente in recent years was breathlessly exagger- 
ated—Tiger could have swung and swung hard on Phil to universal 
acclaim and countless “Tiger DESTROYS Phil...” headlines, and 
instead Tiger held back. Calling it grace may be a step too far, but 


it’s in the vicinity. 
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One last Phil tidbit. At the PGA champions dinner the reigning 
winner gives a present to those in attendance. Phil, as noted above, 
was not on property, so more than a few eyebrows were raised when 
the gift was... a firepit. Alas, a PGA official confirmed this was 
not Phil having a sense of humor or a dagger in his direction but 
apparently a complement to a running theme of outdoor gifts from 
previous winners. At least that’s what they want you to think. 

Beergate. Don’t want to talk about it, but need to talk about it, 
if only to show future generations that as the sport teetered near a 
rupture that would tear it in two, a considerable amount of oxygen 
was dedicated to a remarkably stupid controversy. 

The PGA, believing it was running a trendy nightclub on the 
moon, had the audacity to charge $19 for beer, seltzers, and cock- 
tails”? at its concession stands at Southern Hills. The brass defended 
those costs as similar to stadium prices, JT ripped the organization for 
price gouging fans, Brooks used it as a chance to hawk his sponsor, 
and Lowry—who’s taken care of a pint or two in his time—said the 
prices wouldn’t stop him from having himself a day. 

And if youre thinking, “Wait, that’s it?” congrats, because you just 
digested three days’ worth of unnecessary pre-PGA content in one graph. 

Bryson, who underwent a procedure on his hamate bone in his 
left hand following the Masters that was believed to keep him out 
until the U.S. Open, showed up at Southern Hills in an attempt to 
play. For a guy who supposedly isn’t in love with the game, it felt like 
the effort—and his effort at Augusta, where doctors told him not to 
play—said the opposite. Ultimately he could not start and withdrew 
from the competition, and the oddest part is how little people seemed 
to notice. For two years Bryson was a paradigm shifter; now, with 
almost half of 2022 in the books, the player who had mattered so 


much suddenly seemed to matter .. . not at all. 


251. More on things they want you to think later in this chapter... 
252. Wine was a steal though at $13. 
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Tiger, Rory, and Spieth were paired together for the first two 
rounds. Small rant: Superpairings are the worst. One or two groups 
suck all the attention, meaning the rest of the field—even at majors— 
is left to perform in front of empty bleachers and a muted audience. 
Worse, the pull of these marquee attractions is so strong that fans on 
site are fighting one another to catch a glimpse, and the glimpses they 
do get are rarely unblocked. And because so much hype and atten- 
tion follows the stars in question, the superpairings tend to canni- 
balize those in them, chewing them up and spitting them out before 
the action really heats up. To those clamoring for a rebuttal, know 
this: The Masters—the tournament that’s the epitome of a well-oiled 
machine—shies away from featured threesomes. So the real question 
is, why do you think you’re smarter than Augusta National? 

Something that was mostly ignored in the moment—but boy does 


it hit different now—from D]’s Wednesday’s presser. 


Q. “In terms of you being someone the Saudi group was very 
interested in and you made your statements and everything 
like that in February, ’m curious now as a player, there’s 
been some talk about golf being at a very critical crossroads, 
how do you see it shaking out?” 

DJ: “I mean, I think golf is in a good spot, and I think what 
they’re doing is—could potentially be good for the game of 
golf. ’m excited to see what happens here in a few weeks.” 
Q. “Excited meaning?” 

DJ: “Pll be watching.” 


Other pre-tournament notes: Brooks was late to the course one 
day because he locked himself out of his car. Morikawa had an all- 
time mid-sentence save when he discussed how he learns from other 
players. “Yeah, I’m kind of like a silent hunter. I don’t really go and 
ask and just like chirp and bother these guys,” Morikawa said. “I kind 
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of just watch from afar, which sounds really creepy when I say it. But 
that’s what I do.” Got to admit, “Silent Hunter” has a nice ring to it. 
Jack Nicklaus, in an interview with Michael Bamberger, said he turned 
down $100 million to be the face of LIV Golf. “To do the job prob- 
ably similar to the one that Greg [Norman] is doing,” Jack explained. 
“T turned it down. Once verbally, once in writing. I said, “Guys, I have 
to stay with the PGA Tour. I helped start the PGA Tour.” 

It’s tough to beat Wednesday evening strolls at majors. The course 
is almost empty of players and spectators and yet that peace is fused 
with a sense of frenetic energy of what will ensue. Those walks are 
good for story ideation, aligning to the right mindset for the rest of 
the week, or merely enjoying the surroundings and how lucky one is 
to be in such a place at such a time. 

And the big takeaway from a Wednesday evening trek at South- 
ern Hills was that we don’t talk enough about the handsomeness of 
Thomas Pieters. 

If youre looking for something deeper, sorry. That’s it. Just needed 
to acknowledge that is one good-lookin’ cat. 

Shane Ryan of Golf Digest wrote one of the stories of the year 
about the plight of PGA club professionals. I mention this not only 
because it’s worth your time, but to share a small insight into his 
twisted brilliance. When we greeted each other in Tulsa I made the 
mistake of joking that the PGA purposefully put decaffeinated coffee 
in the media center to “cool the takes.” I say “mistake” because Shane 
proceeded to spend the rest of his week conjuring other conspiracy 


theories related to the tournament, such as... 


- The “John Daly” in the field was actually Phil in disguise. 
- Every player’s birth name was Cameron. Every player in 
the field. 


- Bubba was not aware this was a major.” 


253. Possibly true. 
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- The beer prices were a false flag to distract from a bigger 


story... the holes were accidentally too small. 


SRK ARK AR ROK KK 


Do you lean into the excitement of life or fear the ephemeral, 
knowing what happened today may be gone tomorrow? 

However you answer that question is how you felt about Rory’s 
opening 65, good enough for a one-shot Thursday lead. There were 
those who said, “Hold the phone,” and others like them who were 
intrigued but pointed out the distance between Thursday and Sunday 
evening, and that is fine. That is the logical, sensible perspective, 
although it is the boring and empty route of fandom, so obsessed 
with averting heartache that it fails to recognize true bliss is earned in 
encountering the peaks and valleys of the ride. Then there is the other 
end of the spectrum, a group that recognizes the pitfalls that come 
with hope but jumps anyway, for life is too short to be reserved. They 
remembered what Rory did on Masters weekend and saw him take his 
Thursday major skeletons and throw them in the trash. Rather than 
fighting an uphill battle, he now had the ground advantage. And yes, 
while 54 holes remained, it sure felt like an advantage he would hold. 

Normally the second answer is the right answer. Even in defeat, 
it is the right answer. But at Southern Hills, that second answer, the 
second crowd, turned somewhat sinister. 

Tam breaking format and fastforwarding a bit. Because it’s not that 
Rory followed with a 71, which, while five shots back of the 36-hole 
lead, kept him in the top five. Or that he handed in a 74 on Saturday 
that placed him miles out of contention before a patented back-door 
68 on Sunday to finish eighth. It wasn’t that he didn’t win or that 
what should have been the story of the week—him contending for 
major No. 5—receded by Saturday afternoon. No, it was the expecta- 


tion, specifically of the galleries that followed Rory those final three 
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days, and how it slowly morphed from something propping him up to 
something weighing him down. 

We know that’s what expectations are, weights on the shoulders of 
kings. This wasn’t that. This expectation went from encouraging and 
supportive on Friday to a palpable sense of betrayal and aggravation 
and disgust on Saturday to the briefest of hopes on Sunday—after 
Rory made four consecutive birdies on the front—that turned into 
borderline derision Sunday afternoon when the run stopped. It wasn’t 
mean, cruel, or combative; the crowds were still very much pro-Rory 
crowds and they wanted to see history. But when it was clear the magic 
had run out—that their excitement from Thursday was unfounded, 
that their jumps did not reach the other side—there was a stream of 
indictment flowing through the galleries that weekend, an observa- 
tion they didn’t want to make but had to: Classic Rory. And day by 
day, Rory—owner of the Rory Bounce, in which he walks in success 
like a school kid told not to run around the pool—began bouncing 
not to make the next birdie but rather to get off the course as quickly 
as possible. 

Now, it can be unfair to make aspersions about someone’s charac- 
ter or fortitude based on a couple holes of golf. Perhaps more so than 
anyone of his generation, every Rory appearance is extrapolated into 
something greater than a round or tournament. What’s with Rory 
and Thursdays? Why can’t Rory close? What’s wrong with Rory? 
Is Rory back? Will he ever be back? Where is he even coming back 
from? Sometimes guys just have bad performances, end of story. 
But with how the Masters ended and how this PGA started and the 
fear that this cycle of false hope was now perpetual .. . this felt like 
something mote. 

Rory has often been discussed as someone who plays with a joy 
that is unencumbered by conjecture and assumption and responsi- 
bility. On that weekend however, especially Saturday, Rory carried 


himself like he knew things were going sideways but had no 
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idea how to get level, realizing those unanswered questions that 
follow him would continue to do so and only amplify. There were 
grumbles after Rory avoided talking to the media on Saturday or 
Sunday. Personally, I don’t blame the guy. He wants to play unbur- 


dened; unfortunately aspirations can’t be wished into existence. 


OK, no more Tarantino time tricks, back to Thursday. 


Tom Hoge continued his streak of playing brilliant golf without 
having a single shot of his Thursday 66 televised. It was a score 
matched by Will Zalatoris. Watching Zalatoris was revealing, and not 
just in a “Oh, hey, so does this guy miss an iron shot or no?” fashion. 
Throughout the week the importance of short game was preached, 
that those that could not work around the short stuff would not be 
working the weekend. Instead the opposite proved to be true: The 
greens were contoured with so little room to fit pins that, like most 
weeks on Tour, it would be tee-to-green performance that would be 
paramount. And because those greens were so contoured, putting 
well with any real consistency proved to be a problem for the field. 
Advantage, Zalatoris. 

Sixteen of the top 20 players on the board played in the morning 
wave, a byproduct of the wind picking up in the afternoon. The low 
man in the second wave: JT with a 67. “I think it’s because I focus a lot 
more on what I’m trying to do in terms of the shot I’m trying to hit, 
the trajectory, the distance, and think less about golf swing,” Thomas 
said when asked why he plays well in poor conditions. 

Scheffler reached a 665-yard par 5 in two and sank the eagle putt, 
although the highlights ended there as the Masters champion carded 
an uneven 71. Also ending were Spieth’s Slam ambitions. After losing 
to just one player in his previous two starts, at a course seemingly 
tailored to his game and playing in the gettable morning conditions, 


Spieth stumbled to a 2-over 72. Nothing too dramatic (at least by 
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Spieth standards) to report; simply one of those days that even the 
best players have, featuring poor breaks and out-of-syne swings and 
putts that say the cup has posted a “Sorry, we’re closed” sign.” A run 
at the Wanamaker would have to wait another year. 

PGA club professional Jesse Mueller** holed out for eagle on his 
first approach of the day. John Daly hovered around the lead for 13 
holes, finished with 72, and was seen at a casino afterwards. Shane 
Ryan was convinced this event—being contested at Southern Hills— 


was in fact not even in Tulsa and that all the fans were crisis actors. 


As for Tiger, he got testy at a cameraman for being too close on 
his first hole Thursday. Then he promptly stuck his approach to 3 feet 
and made birdie and everyone handled it with the measure you would 
expect, which is to say none at all. A birdie at his fifth did not quell 
matters; at the 15th (the supergroup started on the back) a fan was 
already trying to figure out what Tiger’s St. Andrews odds were. 

The good times stopped there; Tiger made seven bogeys over 
his final 13 holes to finish with a 74. The early scoring obscured the 
obvious to the audience at Southern Hills (and likely at home). There 
were instances where Tiger looked OK, where his gait had vitality and 
purpose and his swing was compact and smooth. There were plenty 
of other times, however, where he looked very much like the man 
who experienced the things he had experienced over the previous 15 
months. He also employed a curious strategy of hitting iron after iron 
off the tee, leaving him miles back of Rory and Spieth, a game plan 


Tiger even admitted might have been outdated. 


“The game is played very differently now, and it’s very ageres- 

sive. We were talking about it today, Joey and I, the days of 

the Lee Janzens and the Scott Simpsons and the Faldos of the 
254. Or perhaps Shane Ryan was right about the undersized cups... 


255. In the media center we joked that Mueller was signing with LIV. We almost gave a 
PGA official a heart attack. 
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world, playing that kind of golf is gone,” Tiger said. “You go 
out there and hit driver a lot, and if you have a hot week, you 
have a hot week and you're up there. The game is just differ- 
ent. It’s much more aggressive now, and I know that. But I 


was playing to my spots.” 


Which was fine! That he was even there was a miracle. But it was a 
round that seemingly foretold Friday would be a round of ceremony, 


not competition. 


Priday proved how wrong that assumption was. 


SRK ARK RR OK KK 


Bubba shot 63 (with two bogeys!) on Friday, tying the course and 
championship record. It could have been 62 had his 22-footer at the 
final hole rolled a few more inches. It was a performance that invoked 
a favorite what-if, which is how many more wins Bubba would have if 
there were more venues that called on creativity and artistry over the 
paint-by-numbers approach that litter pro golf’s schedule. The score 
earned Bubba a spot in Saturday’s penultimate pairing, but a 73-75 
weekend led to a'T30 finish. 

Aaron Wise was knocked out by an errant drive from Cam Smith 
and somehow still managed to par the hole. “I was surprised my ball 
wasn’t in the fairway, and the next thing you know, there’s a little bit 
of ringing in my head and I was down on the fairway,” Wise said. This 
a day after ESPN personality Sage Steele was taken out by a tee shot 
from Jon Rahm.” 

Tyrrell Hatton, who earlier in the year remarked how unfair Augusta 


National can be, was also not a fan of Southern Hills’ slower greens. 


256. Shane Ryan didn't voice any conspiracy theories after these multiple beanings, but I'm 
sure whatever half-baked idea he had cooking in his head was spectacular. 
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“T wouldn’t say it’s an advantage,” Hatton said after a Friday 68. “I 
mean, we’re playing a major championship, not a monthly medal. You 
know, they’re bubbling all over the place. It’s so hard to hole putts. So 
you can hit a great putt and they just don’t look like going in, which is 
hard to accept when we’re playing in a major championship.” Weeks 
later, at the RBC Canadian Open, Hatton was caught yelling, “That 
golf shot was about as good as this hole. Ab-so-lute-ly awful.” Give 
him this: he is democratic in his indignation. 

Zalatoris followed Thursday’s 66 with a Priday 65 for a one-shot 
lead. Asked why he plays so lights-out in majors, Z had this response: 
“Tve kind of had an attitude with the majors, especially since the 
Masters, where I wanted to enjoy the experience as much as I could. 
I don’t want to leave anything—looking back 20 years from now, I 
don’t want to regret my attitude or anything like that. So I just make 
sure that after really every single shot I hit, it’s... I don’t want to say 
life or death, but make sure ’m fully committed to everything that I 
do because we only get four of them a year.” That seems like a dude 
who’s going to be in these dances for a long, long time. 

Mito was one back of Zalatoris with a 68-64 and JT—again getting 
the short end of the weather draw—posted his second 67. Scheffler, 
who had finished T8 or better in five of the last seven majors, missed 
the weekend. So did DJ (for the third time in six majors starts) and 
Cantlay, whose major record—or lack thereof—is becoming more 
alarming by the year.” 

The idea that Tiger acknowledged he was able to win that “last” 
major in 2019—and the failure, or perhaps refusal, of fans to grasp 
that concession—was explored earlier in this book and will be revis- 
ited when we turn to Scotland. It’s a concept I don’t necessarily dis- 
agree with, to an extent, particularly when it comes to our side of the 


equation. Because Tiger had previously proved he could be the player 


257. In 20 major starts as a pro, he has just one top-five finish... and it came when he 
finished six shots back of Brooks at the 2019 PGA. 
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again that he once was, there is an unrelenting anticipation that this 
is how it will always be. Tiger’s down, Tiger may be out, wait, Tiger’s 
backl, repeat. It is a dynamic that should not be perpetual, for that is 
not how time works, but sports fans tend to live in a timeless vacuum, 
and when those planes collide the reality can be harsh. 

Conversely, maybe fans don’t accept it because their man hasn’t, 
either. 

Tiger can say he grabbed his last major, and time will tell if that’s 
true. It seems true. But Friday at Southern Hills showed this Tiger, 
who had to limp and claw and scrape just to make it around the prop- 
erty, is still chasing a demon only he can see. 

A double at the par-3 11th in Round 2 seemed to end his week, and 
with each labored step and huff it seemed like an open weekend may be 
the most humane result. Except no one told Tiger he was being put down. 
He played the final seven in 2 under and needed just seven putts on his 
final six. He was 12 back but not out, reaching Saturday at the PGA. 

Perhaps it was pride, not wanting an MC next to his name, but 
that is more of a symbolic victory and Tiger has no appetite for that. 
Because of his upbringing, maybe there’s honor in playing through 
pain. In truth his want to keep going that Friday is distilled to this 
simple premise: “You can’t win the tournament if you miss the cut,” 
Tiger said. But even legends have to adhere to the limitations of man, 
which is why Tiger bowed out after Saturday, his body telling him 
it couldn’t reach the end even though those who watched him can 
testify he passed the finish line long ago. 

It is not fair to expect the Tiger of old is returning, and some fans 
don’t. They just want to say they saw him, to pay their respects, even 
if what they are watching can be tough to watch. But others are there 
because of the hope Tiger forever emits, and if Tiger—whether he 


admits it or not—still harbors those hopes, why can’t they? 


SRK ARK ARK OK KK 
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There are only 16 major rounds a year. Each should have consid- 
erable juice. But sometimes, the spout runs dry. Saturday at Southern 
Hills was one of those days. It didn’t help that Tiger and Rory went 
south. Same with JT (more on this in a second). Webb was the only 
player to shoot better than 3 under (65). The top six players on the 
leaderboard at the end of the day had a total of two PGA Tour wins, 
and one of those was a Barbasol Championship. 

The day wasn’t a total loss. Finau showed up in a pullover that came 
straight out of Tulsa’s botanical garden gift shop. I only mention that 
to reheat my theory that Nike’s head of design had a parent that forced 
them into golf as a child when all they wanted to do was study fashion, 
so they dedicated their lives to making golfers dress as ridiculous as 
possible as some sort of unsettled, deep-seated retribution. 

Hatton had company in Patton Kizzire, who let it rip on Instagram 
after a 78. “Pitiful golf on a pitiful setup on an overrated golf course.” 
If these guys hated Southern Hills, I can’t imagine what their thoughts 
would have been on Bedminster. 

Mito grabbed a three-stroke lead on Saturday with a 69. Matt Fitz- 
patrick played his way into the final pairing with a 67. Zalatoris made 
five bogeys but still managed a 73, earning him a spot with former 
Wake teammate Cam Young, who fired a 67. But the real stories were 
Rory (which we covered) and JT (74). 

Por the majority of golfers, winning a major makes you a made 
man. You’ve scaled the mountain, and whatever happens after doesn’t 
supersede the climb. However, there are a select few that are held to 
a different standard. That one mountain isn’t enough. Their talents 
beget more summits to reach, and failing to add to that total is seen 
as squandered potential. The standards are vicious but that is the deal 
with stardom. 

JT is blessed with that curse. No, he was not plagued with the same 
whispers that have been the bane of Rory’s existence . .. but there were 


whispers, and they were growing. He got his 2017 PGA, along with 
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a victory at the 2021 Players, but since his triumph at Quail Hollow, 
JT had just one top-five finish at a major, a fourth place at the 2020 
Masters where he was eight shots back of DJ’s victory. It was a ratio 
comically out of whack with what he routinely does on Tour, with the 
output of his fellow superstars, and with what we thought he could do. 

And Thomas is that, a superstar. Arguably more than that. Forty 
weeks of the year, JT is the sport’s alpha, a fusion of giddiness and 
swageget, exuding a persona that is best described as mild annoyance 
at what stands between him and his goals. He is both a throwback, 
adhering to the tenets of shotmaking and vision and around-the- 
green dexterity, while conforming to the modern game’s demands of 
power and aggression. Bones said he came out of retirement to take 
JT’s bag because JT has “all the shots,” and that might have been an 
understatement. 

But what makes a bad man bad is standing firm in a storm, and 
during the four weeks that matter the most, Thomas—more often 
than not—seemed to get blown away. Those twirls were tamed, the 
vision was limited, the strut shortened. Why that kept happening was 
a point of wonder, and consternation. 

Twenty-four hours later, JT silenced those whispers, and silenced 


them with vigor. 


SRK ARK A KOK KK 


There was a Rory run, then a halt. JT hit a shank. Zalatoris air- 
mailed a green by 20 yards and found a bush that turned into a drop 
on a cart path.*® Young could not make a sustained push. Fitzpat- 
rick made four bogeys in his first 11 holes. After an all-world bogey 
from that bush, Zalatoris looked like a passenger asked to fly a plane 
without help from the control tower. He stayed in the mix thanks to 


Mito, who was holding on for dear life well before the final hole. JT 


258. Ed. note: Normal. 
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made a 60-something-foot curling birdie at the 11th to put the field 
on notice but a missed 18-foot birdie at the last seemingly ended his 
chances. Everyone kept waiting for something to happen, and until 
the final hole, nothing ever did. 

Part of that could be correlated to the setup. Kerry Haigh, the 
PGA’s chief championships officer, is in charge of the tournament 
layout and might be the best at what he does. There is no integrity 
of par nonsense with him, circling a winning score aspiration and 
doing whatever it takes to get there. He sees what a course gives him 
and goes with it. He let Bethpage be a beast, allowed the nuances of 
Harding Park to speak for themselves, and was fine with the field 
burning Bellerive to the ground. But Sunday’s setup didn’t seem to 
allow for much variance, and instead of the usual manic rhythms that 
have been inherent to PGA Championships over the past decade, this 
tournament plodded to the sunset. 

Then Mito parred the very birdiable 17th and proceeded to slice 
a fade that should have been a draw, and suddenly the tournament 
that trudged through Sunday was now in a playoff that didn’t even 
include the man who led through the 71st hole. Zalatoris missed an 
eagle chance to go up one at the 16th and failed to get up-and-down 
for birdie at the 17th. JT did what needed to be done, making birdie 
off a layup at the 16th and driving the green with one of the great tee 
shots of the year at the 17th for a two-putt bird. Both found the green 
at 18. Zalatoris went first from miles away. It was a good lag when 
he needed an indelible moment. Thomas made a good lag when he 
needed a lag. Thomas, the victor. 

At 29, JT has two majors, a Players, and 15 career Tour wins. From 
a chump to the champ in 24 hours, from a wasted week at a winnable 
major to an all-time trajectory. These are the extreme ways players 


of Thomas’ stature are judged, and that’s what fans and media do, 


259. Rewatching the final round, it's jaw-dropping how many putts Willy Z hit that looked 
good until they weren't. Ed. note: He’s now five putts from having three majors. 
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calibrate and recalibrate legacies before they are written. The 2022 
PGA Championship wasn’t an instant classic, and was overshadowed 
by what was to come at Brookline and St. Andrews, yet it was a lesson 


in letting the wine breathe, so to speak, before casting a verdict.2° 


“T just think it’s just so hard to win,” JT said afterwards, 
showing a tare display of emotion. “Like, it is. I legitimately 
think it’s harder to win now than it was when I first came out 
on Tour just for the sake of the depth of the Tour. I clearly 
haven’t won the amount of times that a lot of guys—not a lot; 
a handful of guys have this year. But I feel like I’ve played just 
as well as anybody on Tour this year. I just haven’t had the tro- 
phies to show, and I’d fallen in the World Ranking, and that 
just kind of shows how strong it was or how strong the game 
of golf is. I think it’s easy to start letting some doubt creep in 
and just kind of like, ‘All right, what’s going to happen, when 
is it going to happen, is it going to happen.” 


One final note from Tulsa: It’s tradition that the winning caddie 
gets to keep the 18th flag as a souvenir. For years Phil would grab 
the flag from his victories and gift them to his grandfather rather 
than letting his man Bones take the pennants home. When Phil 
and Bones broke up, according to Alan Shipnuck’s recently-released 
biography, Phil sent Bones the flags with Phil’s name written com- 
ically large on them, to the point Bones couldn’t hang them in his 
house. Now working with JT, Bones finally earned what was long 


overdue. 


SRK ARK A KOK KK 


260. Not that anyone on Golf Twitter cast a verdict before the 2022 PGA Championship was 
over or anything. 
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There was a three-week interstitial between the PGA and U.S. 
Open, but that interstitial has become a series of flashbulb memories. 
Colonial was a total blur. I remember the fan—who looked a hell of a 
lot like caddie Paul Tesori—that went viral for holding a Mich Ultra 
can while everyone else held their phones during a Tiger shot at the 
PGA and earned a Mich Ultra sponsorship and merchandise.” People 
lost their minds at back-to-back Spieth-Greller hot-mic convos, both 
of the “I don’t see it, Jordan” variety, only for Spieth to hit shots that 
defied science and gravity and sanity. HVIII held the Colonial lead on 
Saturday until a triple-double-triple sequence, and Burns beat Schef- 
fler in a playoff for his third win of the season. No offense to the fine 
folks in Fort Worth, but our focus at the time was elsewhete. 

From the moment JT raised the Wanamaker it appeared LIV was 
on the precipice of announcing its roster. For months it seemed LIV 
would be nothing more than Phil and some washed-up Euro Ryder 
Cuppers. Now, with LIV set to reveal its lineup—a date LIV inter- 
nally changed roughly 13 times in a span of five days—that list was 
getting more formidable by the day and harkened back to the rumors 
that swirled at Riviera. On May 31, LIV announced its first 42 players 
in its 48-player field. And yes, there were past-their-prime names like 
Sergio, Westwood, Kaymer, McDowell, and Poulter, and the sight of 
Gooch” was a surprise”... but the list was highlighted by a damn 
big fish. 


“Dustin’s been contemplating this for the past two years and 


decided it was in his and his family’s best interest to pursue 


261. For his birthday my buddy John received a Cameo from Mich Ultra Guy. Judging by 
his kitchen backsplash, Mich Ultra Guy is doing real well. 

262. Solid of a player as he is, the ensuing months nakedly illustrated Gooch wasn't 

the sharpest tool in the shed. Which is fine, except he was allegedly his high school's 
valedictorian. The only explanation is Gooch was homeschooled. Ed. note: As a former 
homeschooler and also a former Oklahoma State student, this is hurtful and an affront not 
only to my homeschool career but also to the organization who made my post-high school 
education possible. Joel's language will be dealt with internally at our organization. 

263. Amazingly, as we came to find out, it was also a surprise to him. 
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it,’ agent David Winkle said. “He’s never had any issue with 
the PGA Tour and is grateful for all it’s given him but in the 


end felt this was too compelling to pass up.” 


Look, everyone saw through DJ’s hilariously insincere “loyalty” 
statement in February and the DJ-to-LIV gossip in the preceding days 
was rampant. Yet many continued to see it as just that, gossip. This 
move was a shock and anyone who says differently isn’t telling the 
truth. DJ was staring down 40 and he hadn’t been the same player 
since the fall of 2020, but he was still a top 12 player just months 
removed from almost single-handedly bodybagging the Euros next to 
Lake Michigan. DJ’s departure brought instant validity to LIV while 
showing the promise that more marquee names could follow. 

Moreover, in an unintended twist, DJ was an ideal frontman. 
Even before he personally firebombed the entire organization, Phil 
could never be the spokesperson he envisioned himself to be. For all 
his verbal gymnastics and carnival barking, Phil lacks authenticity. 
Anyone who paid attention always knew whatever he was selling was 
always himself. Attempting to fill that role right after proving that 
exact thing with his now-infamous comments to Alan Shipnuck was 
a nonstarter. Besides, no amount of silver-tongue sorcery can justify 
being a part of that operation, because . . . well, what that operation 
stands for is unjustifiable. 

DJ? Won’t even bother to explain the matrix and entanglements 
and morality with his decision. It is his decision, their decision, that’s 
all, and the less that’s said, the better. 

From the Tour’s vantage point, this wasn’t their doomsday sce- 
nario. The LIV list included just four players in the top 50: DJ, Oost- 
huizen, Na, and Gooch. There were a ton of rank-and-file names 
filling out the other 42. Your Branden Graces, Hudson Swaffords, 
and Matt Jonses. There were those on the sport’s periphery, those 


where a Google search was needed to double-check they were real 
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names. Conversely, the Tour was well aware there were a number of 
other players rumored to jump, waiting for the U.S. Open and Open 
Championship to pass before making their exits, and D] just made the 
expanse from one side to the other that much shorter. The inclusion 
of Chase Koepka, whose world rank had a question mark next to it, 
raised the question if he might be part of a package deal. 

How it would work, how it would look remained unknown. LIV 
always felt more like a hypothesis on a whiteboard than an actuality. 
But that May 31 announcement was the first time LIV made the tran- 
sition from concept to concrete. 

Of course, in a heavy-handed ploy for spectacle, Phil was not among 
the initial 42, as LIV announced the final six would be revealed the 
following week. What would an exhibition be without a dramatic 
entrance from golf’s preeminent showman?” 

We should note there was another iteration of “The Match,” this 
time featuring Tom Brady and Aaron Rodgers against Josh Allen and 
Patrick Mahomes. I’m told by people who watched that it was the most 
fun and enjoyable event of the series, which is great! If these made- 
for-T'V matches open the funnel for golf fans, awesome. But the idea 
of watching four-handicap quarterbacks trying to sink putts in front 
of waterfalls in the middle of the desert felt a little empty the day after 
civil war had broken out in professional golf. Like, imagine Kevin 
Durant leaving the NBA to start a new basketball league funded by 
the Venezuelan government and the following day there was a tele- 
vised H-O-R-S-E game between Spieth, JT, Homa, and Cantlay.” 

The Memorial is the Midwest’s version of the Masters. It’s that 


rare event outside of the majors and Players that is supposed to matter. 


264. Imagine telling yourself a week before this that the face of LIV would be somebody 
who has blown multiple majors in heartbreaking (and oftentimes absurd) fashion, has 
won the Masters, and may have been suspended by the Tour at one point, but also that Phil 
wouldn't be in the field. 

265. Actually I'd watch the hell out of that. Ed. note: Imagine the shots Spieth would 
attempt! 

266. My apologies to the John Deere. 
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And this year, no one gave a shit.” 

That’s not an opinion, by the way. A friend who works at a rival 
company texted on Saturday of Memorial and said their top 25 traffic 
stories for the week were all LIV-related. Our numbers weren't far 
off, and weeks later at the U.S. Open I heard similar tales from nearly 
every single outlet. Muirfield Village and its milkshake propaganda”® 
took a backseat to things like... 


¢ Explaining why DJ did it. 

* DJ losing sponsors. 

¢ What would happen to GMac’s Lake Nona restaurant in 
PVBp 

* Whether this made D) a heel.” 

* Did LIV sign Westy, Poulter, Sergio, and Kaymer because 
it thought the year was 2012? 

* Na resigning from the Tour. 

¢ Did DJ know he had defected? 

¢ Was Oosthuizen cajoled to play because he found a tourna- 
ment he hadn’t finished 2nd in yet? 

¢* With DJ gone would what really happened at the 2017 
Masters come out? 

¢ IfU.S. Am champ James Piot knew he was jeopardizing his 
career to go to LIV. 


267. Give it to LIV. Announcing the 48-player roster the week of Jack's tournament after 
Jack turned them down is, objectively, sick. 
268. For the life of me I don't know why the Memorial folks make a big deal out of this. It’s 
not like they're serving Ohio favorites like Graeter’s or Jeni's; it’s literally just Haagen-Dazs! 
According to sources). As always, let Rory be the voice of reason: “I guess I don't want to 
get in trouble here, but like I—like the milkshakes are good. I've had milkshakes that are 
just as good elsewhere.” 
269. DJ, despite all of his baggage, was always viewed as a good guy by fans and this felt 
ike a betrayal of that perception. Whenever a sports figure runs afoul, someone always 
raises the obvious point that fans have no idea what a player is really like as a person. 
With DJ, it felt like he told us who we was from the get-go, as a person and golfer, and 
hat character never truly evolved... and yet fans (and media) instead chose a different 
persona for him. 
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¢ If Piot had a career to jeopardize. 
* Seriously, did DJ know he had defected? 


A tournament was played in Columbus, which Billy Horschel won 
by four shots. For those looking for an overview, Hideki was disqual- 
ified for the use of a non-conforming 3-wood that had some paint on 
the face.2” Bryson returned for the first time since the Masters, missed 
the cut and said he wasn’t going to LIV.2" And Horschel, as he was 
walking up the 18th on Sunday, unfurled a scroll with the names of 
the LIV defectors, decreeing the shamed were forever banned from 
Ponte Vedra Beach.?” 

There was a 22-patron sky bar, suspended 100 feet above St. 
George’s Golf and Country Club via crane at the RBC Canadian 
Open, and that was by far the most normal thing in golf that week. 
LIV Golf was officially here with its debut event, and it was somehow 
as bad as envisioned for both sides. 

LIV’s first press conference in London opened up with a reporter 
being moved from the media center for not being “polite.” The circuit 
unveiled team logos that were stolen from Madden’s create-a-fran- 
chise mode with names that were brainstormed by five-year-olds. Phil 
returned from hibernation looking like he was ready to join Hulk 
Hogan and Kevin Nash in nWo. Piot, who had turned professional, 
was listed as an amateur while Hudson Swafford was listed as Swaf- 
ford Hudson.2” A draft party board accidentally revealed “Patrick 
Reed” days before he officially signed with LIV, and a commercial 
aired showing Bubba and Wolff amid rumors they, too, would be 


joining. The broadcast team was so over-the-top in its propaganda 


270. Official: “I... closed my arm and rubbed my fingernail across. One way I could feel it, 
but the next way I couldn't. Even though it was done with a whiteout-like substance, it was 
thick enough you could pick up on where it was on the face.” Incredible. 

271. Spoiler alert... 

272. This didn't happen. Would have been sweet, though. However, he did call Jack Nick- 
laus “Big Man” which was nearly as hilarious. 

273. At least he wasn't listed as Harris English. 
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that it bordered on performance art. A sponsorless Phil wore an 
ANGC vest. Players were taken to their starting holes by London 
cabs. The golf was spiritless, without context, boring, and hard to 
follow. All this noise, all the promises of disruption ... for something 
that, frankly, sucked. Since its inception in November, LIV Golf had 
been incapable of taking a step forward without tripping over its own 
two feet, and its inaugural tournament did nothing to dissuade us 
from believing that that trend would continue. 

And yet, the event was held. It existed. The presentation (announc- 
ers excluded) was better than expected. Even the most hardened critic 
would concede that problems are inherent to getting an endeavor like 
this off the ground. If one could put aside a tiny little thing like human 
rights atrocities aside, LIV looked like a professional sporting league. 

Within only one tournament, LIV Golf had already secured the 
services of DJ, Phil, and Bryson, three of the top seven players in the 
Tour’s own popularity rankings, and if Bubba followed” that would 
give LIV four of the top 10. The USGA allowed LIV players to enter 
the U.S. Open, answering one of the (then) biggest question marks 
facing the defectors. Sunshine Tour player Hennie Du Plessis took 
home over $2 million while Peter Uihlein—a star amateur who has 
struggled at the game’s top levels—won $1.5 million; surely more 
players of higher talents saw this and thought, “Yeah, I’d like some of 
that.” And make no mistake, more players were coming. 

Por all that LIV wasn’t, it showed just enough of what it could be, 
and that—at least for the Tour—was the problem. 

Halfway across the world, the Tour didn’t exactly provide a thun- 
derous rebuttal. Commissioner Jay Monahan suspended LIV players 
after they teed off in their opening round, but at that point a number of 
the LIV members had already resigned.” During the Sunday broad- 
cast, Monahan came into the CBS booth, but rather than laying the 


274. And he did. 
275. A true "You can't fire me, I quit” situation. 
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hammer down, he came off as hurt, defensive, and scorned. For years, 
those around golf had heard the diplomatic Monahan had a tougher 
side to him, that he could drop the gloves when called upon, a side 
often referred to as “Hockey Jay.” In Canada it looked like Monahan 
had been blindsided into the glass.” 

If there was a saving grace it was the product on the grass, which 
featured a final round duel between Rory, JT, and Finau. The golf was 
good on the front, not so much on the back, but it remained entertain- 
ing throughout and ended with a Rory victory, an outcome that the 
Tour desperately needed. For Rory it was his 21st career tour victory, 
one more than... Norman. “This is a day Pll remember for a long, 
long time,” Rory said on TV. “Twenty-first PGA Tour win, one more 
than someone else. That gave me a little bit of extra incentive today, 
and happy to get it done.” He added later in his press conference, “I 
alluded to it, I had extra motivation of what’s going on across the 
pond. The guy that’s spearheading that tour has 20 wins on the PGA 
Tour and I was tied with him and I wanted to get one ahead of him. 
And I did. So that was really cool for me, just a little sense of pride 
on that one.” 

It was an outcome the Tour couldn’t draw up if they tried, and 
because everyone loves Rory and because Norman is Norman, Rory 
went viral for “owning” the LIV Golf CEO. That is all well and good, 
I guess. Though from my perspective, nothing felt good at that par- 
ticular moment. 

A schism was upon golf. Attention would be divided between a 
dark-rooted entity that didn’t know what it was doing and failed to 
offer much in way of competition but was able to corral big names 
with bigger names coming, against the traditional power that was a 
true meritocracy yet was losing the very stars it needed to keep the 
lights on. There was anger at the players who jumped for not seeing or 
276. This might be harsh. But that position pays that sort of money to handle these types 


of situations, and when the performance falls short of what's called for, criticism is war- 
ranted. 
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cating about the consequences of their actions, that were willing to be 
puppets for a regime in a misguided effort to improve its image. There 
was anger at the Tour, whose stasis and lack of creativity made a rival 
league appealing in the first place. There was anger that this sport had 
turned into a reality TV show. 

Norman had tried his best to sell the lie that LIV Golf was additive 
to the sport. In its first week it proved the opposite, creating a diluted 
product. The battle for professional golf had begun, and the casualties 
it had already inflicted were dwarfed only by the future chaos that it 


promised. 


PLAYER 


THOMAS 


ZALATORIS 


PEREIRA 


YOUNG 


FITZPATRICK 


FLEETWOOD 


KIRK 


MCILROY 


ANCER 


HOGE 


STRAKA 


TOTAL 


Rl 


67 


66 


68 


71 


68 


71 


68 
65 


67 


66 


71 


Chapter 8 


The Meek Shall Inherit 
by: Kyle Porter 


T he United States Open Presented by the Spike Marks that Cost 
Jose Maria Olazabal a Shot to Cover Up Justin Leonard’s Putt 
at the 1999 Ryder Cup began with a Northern Irishman winning the 
Canadian Open and telling his pal and third-place finisher, JT, “Let’s 
do this all again next week. That’s what I said to him.” Unfortunately, 


that’s not exactly how it went. 


How it went is that the USGA rolled Phil out to the dais on 
the first day of the week, and buddy, watching that was one of the 
stranger experiences I’ve had in golf. He seemed halfhearted, sullen, 
and nearly lobotomized in his responses to questions he normally 
would have Bryce Harpered to right center. One of the great talkers 
in golf history reduced to a shadow. Though it was difficult to watch, 
it also produced what I thought was the best column I wrote all year 
for CBS Sports. 


Lefty didn’t even appear to believe what he was saying. He 


put a price on his pride as a competitor and an athlete, and 
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somebody bought it for the purpose of wielding his name, 
image and likeness for their own ambitions. If these are the 
media rights that so rankled Mickelson, let’s hope he priced 
them high enough. 


Mickelson walked to the microphone with the hangdog 
look of a man who traded something he didn’t want to lose 
for something he’ll never be able to keep. Gone was the 
bravado that has become as much a part of who he is as 
any shot shape or on-course strategy he’s deployed over the 
years. This moment in time was bereft of a man who has 


always desired to be at the center of the golf universe. 


Lesser champions than Lefty might appear less shameful 
over their decisions because they never had it in them to be 


the once-proud contender Mickelson has proven to be. 


There are several lessons to be learned here. Though someone’s 
services can be bought and sold, you can’t commercialize the 


inner being, The emotions of the heart do not deal in economics. 


Mickelson is reportedly once again “private jet” rich, but the 
price he paid to get there was exorbitant. What’s been missed 
along the way as the LIV Golf-PGA Tour war has played 
out in recent days is this: Though there are plenty of things 
money can buy, there are many more important things it 
cannot. The problem for Mickelson? The richer one becomes 
and the more idols one’s heart creates, the harder it is to tell 


the difference. 


Three notes on potential U.S. Open winners emerged. The first 


was that Brooks Koepka had lost to four golfers in his last four U.S. 
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Opens. He’d beaten or tied 616 of 620 competitors. I doubt there’s ever 
been another four-year 0.6 percent losing percentage by a U.S. Open 
competitor. The second was that Scheffler was trying to join Hogan, 
Jack, Arnie, Tiger, and Spieth as the only golfers since World War I to 
win the Masters and the U.S. Open in the same year. Though one of 
those names is not like the other ones, it’s still a hell of a list.2”” The last 
was that Rory was trying to join Nelson, Phil, Trevino, Arnie, Snead, 
Sarazen, Watson, Player, Hogan, Hagen, Tiger, and Jack as the only 
golfers ever with 20 PGA Tour wins and five majors (which would be 
three more than someone else). 

JT had a sidebar on wealth that crushed: “There’s no amount of 
money that you could get that if you don’t love or enjoy what you’re 
actually doing, the amount of money you have doesn’t—you're still 
going to be miserable. You're still not going to enjoy it. Although you 
might be miserable in a bigger house or nicer car, that doesn’t neces- 
sarily mean that your life is going to be any better. I think what’s very 
important for juniors and everybody growing up is you’ve got to be 
passionate about it and play for the right reasons and just want to get 
better and strive for that and keep working at it.” 

Rory wore Nike shoes with a lobster on one and the word “Lobstah” 
on the other. If you think I didn’t have “Consider the Lobster” as my 
“Rory wins the U.S. Open” headline prepped for Sunday evening on 
Monday morning then you would be wrong. 

TaylorMade had its staffers—even the ones from the UK—carry 
U.S. Open bags adorned with two lanterns and the start date of the 
American Revolution. Which, extremely normal stuff. 

Rahm and JT got steep on LIV?” during a week which, it could be 


argued, represented the crossroads of ite, angst, and conjecture about 


277. Obviously Hogan accomplished his feat before the majors were the majors. The other 
four are a Mt. Rushmore of modern golf. 

278. Good take here from Sean Zak: One of my favorite differences between LIV and PGA 
Tour supporters. Their eloquence. Rahm, Rory, JT all able to go long, with deep explana- 
tions. Mickelson, Poulter, Westwood all guarded, quick to shut ideas down, deflecting. 
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what the future was going to be. Perhaps there have been more heated 
weeks as it relates to LIV, but the U.S. Open seemed to represent the 
inner core. Between the long lead time into that week, the rumor 
mongering about who was leaving, as well as the fact that they’d just 
pulled off their first event, there wasn’t a seven-day stretch this year 
that felt more tense than that one. After the U.S. Open, it seemed 
like top players and even media started to step back a bit and evaluate 
the entire landscape. Takes were more measured, opinions were less 
contentious. That week at Brookline, though? All gas, no brakes. 

It’s also impossible to overstate just how en vogue it was to discuss 
LIV at these events. It often felt throughout the year like fans pushed 
back pretty hard about how the crooked media was cooking up fabricated 
storylines just to stir the pot. If anything, what took place online under- 
sold the frequency with which players, agents, caddies, and officials at 
majors and the PGA Tout discussed LIV and what it meant for the future 


of golf. It was the only topic of conversation. 


Anyway, here are the highlights from those two. 


Rahm: “I do see the appeal that other people see toward LIV 
Golf. I do see some of the—TIl put this delicately—points 
of arguments they can make toward why they prefer it. To be 
honest, part of the format is not really appealing to me. Shotgun 


three days to me is not a golf tournament, no cut. It’s that simple. 


“T want to play against the best in the world in a format that’s 
been going on for hundreds of years. That’s what I want to see. 
Yeah, money is great, but when [wife] Kelley and I—this first 
thing happened, we started talking about it, and we’te like, will 
out lifestyle change if I got $400 million? No, it will not change 


one bit.2”9 


279. So Rahm was offered $400 million. 
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“Truth be told, I could retire right now with what ?ve made 
and live a very happy life and not play golf again. So I’ve 
never really played the game of golf for monetary reasons. I 
play for the love of the game, and I want to play against the 
best in the world. Pve always been interested in history and 


legacy, and right now the PGA Tour has that.” 


I want to jump in here with two points. The first is that this is 
a very privileged position, even among pros, to be in. Very few 
pros don’t have to worry about money. Although, to be fair, many 
of them are the same ones who either jumped over to LIV or 
strongly considered it. The second is that I’m glad Rahm brought 
up the fact that he can retire right now. It’s always bothered me 
when analysts or broadcasters say that college athletes play for 
the love of the game. No they don’t. They play because at the end 
of college they could get drafted and make millions of dollars. 
Kevin Durant, Patrick Mahomes, Jon Rahm—those guys actually 
do play for a love of the game because they could exist and live life 
and be richer than 99.9 percent of all humans ever even if they all 


retired tomorrow. 


“There’s meaning when you win the Memorial Champion- 
ship,” added Rahm. “There’s meaning when you win Arnold 
Palmer’s event at Bay Hill. There’s a meaning when you win, 
LA, Torrey, some of the historic venues. That to me matters 
a lot, right. After winning this past U.S. Open, only me and 
Tiger have won at Torrey Pines, and it’s a golf course that 
we like, making putts on the 18th hole. That’s a memory I’m 


going to have forever that not many people can say. 


“My heart is with the PGA Tour. That’s all I can say.” 


Normal Sport Vol. II The Meek Shall Inherit 225 


JT: “T tossed and turned and lost a lot of sleep last week think- 
ing about what could potentially happen. I grew up my entire 
life wanting to play the PGA Tour, wanting to break records, 
make history, play Presidents Cups, play Ryder Cups. The 
fact that things like that could potentially get hurt because 
of some of the people that are leaving, and if more go, it’s 
just sad. There’s really no other way to say it. It just makes me 
sad, because like I said, ’ve grown up my entire life wanting 
to do that, and I don’t want to do anything else. The people 
that have gone, like I said, they have the decision that they’re 
entitled to make. Not necessarily that I agree with it one way 


ot the other, but everything has got a price, I guess.” 


Brooks was emotional, too, but in a very Brooksian way. His 
response was less thoughtful and sad and more combative and aggres- 
sive. As if, you know, he knew something was about to go down and 


didn’t want to talk about it yet. 


“There’s been no other option to this point, so where else are 
you going to gor? [LIV only existed] as of last week. That’s 
it. I wasn’t playing last week. Pm here. Pm here at the U.S. 
Open. I’m ready to play the U.S. Open, and I think it kind of 
sucks, too, you are all throwing this black cloud over the U.S. 
Open. It’s one of my favorite events. I don’t know why you 


guys keep doing that. 


“T haven’t given it that much—I haven’t given it that much 
thought. I don’t understand. ’m trying to focus on the U.S. 
Open, man. I legitimately don’t get it. I’m tired of the con- 
versations. Pm tired of all this stuff. Like I said, yall are 


throwing a black cloud on the U.S. Open. I think that sucks. 


280. An unequivocal endorsement of the PGA Tour! 
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I actually do feel bad for [the USGA] for once because it’s a 
shitty situation. We’re here to play, and you are talking about 


an event that happened last week.” 


It was slightly difficult to contextualize all of this in the moment, and 
part of me wondered if Brooks was right. Maybe we shouldn’t have been 
talking so much about LIV during the U.S. Open. The entire thing was 
difficult to square because I believe deeply that, as KVV pointed out in 
the moment, that U.S. Open week was maybe the most consequential 
week in the last 30 years for a major sports league.” 

Sometimes the LIV-PGA Tour kerfuffle got normalized because 
many of us—those of us covering it and those of you interested enough 
in golf to buy a book which paints Jordan Spieth as an Evel Knievel 
action figure—were so close to it, but it’s important to remember how 
paramount this year was for the future of an entire sport. It’s kind of 
about LIV and the PGA Tour, but it’s more about how many times an 
already-tiny industry can split in two before it’s unable to flourish or 
even sustain itself in a post-Tiger era. That hasn’t happened yet, but 
a professional sport devoid of a clear hierarchy of leagues is always 
teetering on the edge.” 

Soly and I went to a Red Sox game before the tournament started 
and talked JT and Smylie into dabbing from the first row on top of 
the Green Monster. Very normal stuff. We ended the evening in dead 
center field with Jamie Weir, having watched about three total at-bats, 
wondering if we were all going to be sitting together on the same 
week in a few years in a restaurant in the Middle East preparing to 


cover the $400B Saudi Arabian Open with Phil serving as honor- 


281. ANTIFAldo had a great take: To tell yourself that the Saudi Golf League lives and dies 
on its own merit excuses everyone involved for joining it and excuses everyone at home 
for watching it, for how could you feel bad about watching a natural evolution of the game 
towards a new era? 

282. Soccer, I would say, is a bit different because you have to look at it as contained within 
specific countries. So though there is not a clear hierarchy globally, there is one within 
Spain, England, and so on. 


a) 
{ 
or 
0 
ae 
1) 
q 
O 


Normal Sport Vol. II The Meek Shall Inherit 228 


ary starter, two-round competitor, and weekend broadcaster, while 
Bryson threatened to scrape the top of the dome that was built over 
the $40B MBS National golf course. 

The golf finally began, and I tried to center myself on the reality 
(at least for now) that while money can buy a lot, it absolutely cannot 
manufacture the intoxication that four days of major championship 
golf on a menacing course in a terrific city brings to the table. There 
is simply nothing like it. 

Fifty-seven-year-old Fran Quinn who got through local and sec- 
tional qualifying—with his 23-year-old son, Owen, on the bag—led 
eatly. What a sport. That someone at that age can legitimately qualify 
into the same championship as somebody who has probably made 
around $1B in his career and once drank a $40,000 bottle of wine out 
of a 150-year-old jug is part of the beauty of this game, and at least part 
of the reason so many pushed back against the guaranteed contracts 
and lack of access and mobility across tours that LIV represented. 

I realized in Round 1 that Hideki is for sure the worst dressed 
great player of the last 20 years.” Shane Lowry wore a Celtics logo 
on the back of his shirt.” Phil played his first six holes in 5 over. At 
one point he made a five when he was putting for two from 15 feet 
on a par 3. Tom Hoge hit an iron shot over a turkey in the fairway 
at Brookline. Normal stuff. Phil went on to shoot 78,7%° and the LIV 
boys shot a combined LHI over par. 

Rory went full Sergio on a bunker in the first round and then went 
on to shoot 67%’ to trail the lead by one. He was particularly angsty 


throughout, though, even en route to his post-round presser. I asked 


283. Although Adam Scott made a few spirited runs at his throne this year. 

284. Can't think of a better way to get a Boston crowd on an Irishman’s side. 

285. Soly with a banger: The bad news for Phil: He's +5 thru six holes and on his way out of 
town. The good news for Phil: The tour he plays on doesn’t require good golf at all. 

286. Soly with another banger: What they told you was that we get $54 million for shooting 
54, What they didn’t tell you is that you get $78 million for shooting 78. 

287. JRay: Rory Mcllroy: 29th career major championship round of 67 or lower. Most 
rounds of 67 or lower in major championships since 1995. Tiger Woods, 48 Phil Mickelson, 
37 Rory Mcllroy, 29 Ernie Els, 25. 
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him after his round why he thought this one could be different from 
some of the other ones, namely the PGA Championship where he’d 
just looked like 2014 Rory in Round 1 but faded as the week went on. 
He didn’t skip a beat when he said he had more confidence and belief 
in his game than he’d had in a long time. I, like so many in attendance 
(and perhaps even Rory himself), wanted to believe that was true. 
Here’s what I wrote for CBS Sports after his 67 that seemed like 
it came from a place of desire to marry his words throughout the last 
few months with the only action that makes them meaningful. He 
Heismaned that notion, but as extrinsically motivated as he’s always 


been, it was impossible not to make the connection. 


... After the round, McIlroy deferred his role as the preemi- 


nent statesman of a game that’s a century and a half old. 


“T’m just being me,” he said. “I’m living my life. ’m doing 
what I think is right and trying to play the best golf that I 
possibly can. I wasn’t asked to be put here. I wasn’t trying to 


be in this position. ’m just being me.” 


The problem for McIlroy is that he’s perhaps the greatest 
driver in the history of the sport, and he might be an even 
better talker. His game gives his words gravity, and gravity 


rules the world. 


As the U.S. Open finds its footing, though, it will be nice to 
shelve the talk of brouhahas and scuttlebutt between orga- 
nizations that are fighting an inequitable yet inevitable war. 
Even McIlroy, when asked whether he wants to win this tour- 
nament as a means for consolidating power to turn the tide 
of his sport even more, instead turned the spotlight from the 


future to the past and now the present. 
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He did what we should all be doing—at least for the next 
three days—by reminding everyone of the historical mag- 
nitude of the major championship that’s now underway and 
could soon be within his grasp. A major championship that, 
based on the unintended consequences of the dilution of 


regular season golf, now means more than ever before. 


“Not really,’ McIlroy said when asked if, as the heart of the 
sport off the course, he was inspired to make a statement on 
it. “It’s been eight years since I won a major, and I just want 


to get my hands on one again.” 
g vy g 


Joel Dahmen also shot 67, and gave one of my favorite quotes of 
the week: “I’m very competitive, and I believe in myself, and I hate 
losing, But it’s also... . for me the most fun is when you’re playing with 
the best players. ’ve gotten to play with Spieth in the final round close 
to the lead twice this year, and in that moment, like, I love that stuff. 
I love being in that situation. I love being nervous. I love my hands 
shaking. That’s why we play the game.” 

Things you can’t buy are now at a premium, and I, too, value what 
makes players’ hands shake above pretty much everything else. It’s 
something that’s not for sale because the more you pay guys and the 
more they earn, the less nervous they'll be about the money you throw 
at them. What was Rory’s quote after the FedEx Cup this year about 
why he thrives in big money events? “I think out of anyone in the 
field, I care the least about the money.’ You want to watch Rory’s 
hands shake? Put him on 12 at Augusta on Easter Sunday next year 
with a two-stroke lead and JT and Morikawa roaring ahead of him. 
Or give him Spieth in a singles match in Rome when it’s 13-13 late. 

The beauty of life is that the stuff we can’t purchase normally 
matters the most to us, and it’s the same stuff that cannot be diluted. 


My wife is one of one. My set of friends is one of one. Rory’s green 
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jacket is one of one (at least to him). It’s a miscalculation for anyone to 
presume that money—which is abundant—will pull us away from our 
desires because the most compelling thing in the world is not more 
money but anything we value that is scarce. 

MJ Daffue—who had 781 followers on Twitter at the time—led 
eatly on Friday. Next thing you know, he was hitting a ball off an 
endless runway of gray carpet around a tree and a merchandise tent 
while trying to hang on to a two-stroke lead against Rory and Fitzy. 
Life comes at you fast. 

It was announced early on Friday that “water was applied to 
putting greens as needed to maintain turf health. They will be 
reviewed between the morning and afternoon waves and will be 


; 4 22 
sytinged if necessary. 


The putting greens will be syringed if necessary. Do I even need to 


say it? 


Harold Varner announced that he was staying on the PGA Tour: 
“T’m obviously not going,” Varner told SL.com. “I’ve spoken with Jay, 
I’ve spoken with a lot of people I look up to and it just wasn’t worth it 
to me for what it was worth. That’s pretty simple.’ 

Rory made a six early but squeaked out a 69 to stay in the mix. The 
problem was that he was joined by Scheffler, Rahm, and a co-leading 
Morikawa, who kept claiming that he could no longer hit a fade. Of 
course the last time Morikawa told us he couldn’t do something with 
his irons—get them through the turf at the 2021 Scottish Open—he 
went on to win The Open Championship. So proceed with caution. 

Fitzpatrick, who was just quietly sneaking around all week, shot a 70 
and fell out of the top 10 going into the weekend. An afterthought at 
that point. Still, the first tiny sign we had that this was perhaps a Fitzy 
288. Imagine Steph shooting from the third row of the stands straight over Mike Breen 


with a beer vendor in his ear. 
289. He left less than four months later. 
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week was on Friday when he started out-MPHing DJ on par 5s. I have 
to confess, I never saw it coming. Apparently nobody else did either. 

Cam Young closed 5-3-8-5-3-1-3-4-4 to shoot 1 over on his back 
nine. He missed the cut by one, but that second nine will go in Shane 
Bacon’s psycho scorecard Hall of Fame someday. Stew Hagestad 
made the cut. Phil Mickelson—who beat just six of 15 amateurs in 
the field—did not. 

Morikawa and Dahmen constituted the final pairing on Saturday 
afternoon. Styles make fights, and though neither would win this one, 
their twosome was a good reminder of how bizarre even the highest 
level of professional golf is when it comes to both games and person- 
alities. Morikawa opined about focusing on Round 3 and not running 


out of steam. Dahmen’s plans were a bit different. 


“Ben Rector is in town. We’re going to go to his concert. 
[pause] It will be difficult to go to this one and not have 100 


beers like we typically do at concerts.” 


Saturday began with the U.S. Open starter bellowing, “From Lou- 
isville, Kentucky—Justin Thompson.” Let’s have a day. Thompson 
later saw his drive come to rest about 6 inches from a drain and was 
denied relief. His response: “That’s what pisses me off is that so many 
other people would lie about being able to hit that.” 

The third round was a bloodbath. There were only seven rounds in 
the 60s, and two of them were shot by the two guys who would play 
together last on Sunday for the trophy, Zalatoris and Fitz. Sean Zak 
made the great point that Saturday at the Players, Masters, PGA, and 
U.S. Open were all either cold and windy or just plain windy, and all 


four were hard as hell. 


290. Sean Zak: Financial analysts everywhere rejoice, laying out their quarter-zips for a big 
weekend. 

291. Will Knights: Joel Dahmen may be the first player in the final group of a major to crack 
a beer during a weekend round. Gotta calm the nerves. 
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Rory shot a 73 that ended with him walking to the dais with a look 
more befitting of someone who just endured nine and a half hours of 


Zoom work meetings than someone contending at a golf tournament. 


“Yeah, it was one of the toughest days on a golf course I’ve 
had in a long time. I just needed to grind it out, and I did on 
the back nine,” he said. “You know, to play that back nine at 
even par today was a really good effort, I thought. Just kept 
myself in the tournament. That’s all I was trying to do. Just 


keep hanging around.” 


It wasn’t his best round, but there was one notable moment. 
He went way left off the tee on No. 13 and, as KVV noted, was 
“mulling ripping a 4 iron into Narnia.” Harry talked him out of it, 
though, and he made a fist-pumping-this-might-be-happening par. 
After he took a line on 14 tee that the FCC apparently banned NBC 
from showing, Harry looked at a couple of us and said something 
along the lines of, “What the fuck was he thinking on 13 trying to 
hit out of there?” 

Rory after his round: “He said to me, ‘Look, just go here. Don’t 
even think about it.’ For once I listened, and it paid off, and I was able 
to make a good par.” 

New Englander Keegan Bradley shot 69 to get himself in the mix 
and walked up the last with the entite crowd chanting his name. So 
often with major championships we try to fast forward ourselves to 
the end—to the good stuff—and we miss a dozen moments like this 
along the way. Moments that mean everything to the guys who have 


poured themselves into creating them.” 


292. Dylan Dethier had a good take: Nobody makes golf look harder and easier than Rory 
Mcllroy. 

293. That's at least part of the reason for this book. To try and pause to acknowledge the 
insane but also the meaningful details of an entire golf year. 
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“Tve been asked about it a ton since I finished, and honestly, 
it was one of the most amazing moments of my entire life. I 
got to feel what it feels like to play in Fenway, to play in the 
Garden, to play in Gillette Stadium. I felt like a Boston player 
there. That was a moment [ll never forget the rest of my life, 
and I appreciate the fans giving me that, and I hope to have 


them cheer again tomorrow.” 


Keegan is not known as someone who’s particularly easy to 
root for, but his willingness to be vulnerable and open up about 
his hopes and dreams as a kid, about getting a Fenway or Garden 
moment, that’s something I think everyone who watches sports can 
connect with. 

At one point, Justin Leonard put on one of those 1999 Ryder Cup 
shirts that look like they were part of a create-your-own-shirt kit my 


daughter might buy at Target.” 
Several players got philosophically steep after their rounds. 


Rahm after shooting 71: “I’m very content. ’m not going to 
lie. It’s infuriating in a sense to finish that way with how good 


I played those holes .. .” 


Im very content... It’s infuriating... is basically the entire U.S. 


Open experience. 


Zalatoris after 67: “A lot of golfers will attest that when we’re 
playing poorly, we think we’re playing worse [than we actually 


are]. When we’re playing well, we think we’re Tiger.” 


294. KVV with a great idea: I’ve always thought it would be an incredible moment if, for one 
session, a US team came out in these again. Imagine Justin Thomas in this shirt, shotgun- 
ning beers and doing chest bumps. A true “They're so bad they're good” situation. 
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Scheffler after 71: “My wife asked me last night when I got 
home, “What were three emotions you felt today?’ This was 
last night. I was like, ‘Well, I played golf today, so I was happy 
and sad.’ And so basically every time I play golf from here 
on out, ’m going to be happy and sad. It’s just the nature of 
the game. I think the U.S. Open is very taxing, mentally and 
physically. I think that’s all part of what makes this tourna- 


ment so fun.” 


Sunday began the only way final rounds of the U.S. Open should 
begin, with an incensed Grayson Murray distributing golf clubs all 
over the back nine. 

Dan Rapaport had a take I support: Offtcial motion to add The 
Country Club to the U.S. Open rotation. The history, the golf 
course, the Boston fans. Just an ideal place to hold a golf tourna- 
ment. Garrett Morrison of The Fried Egg, however, took a slightly 


different stance. 


It didn’t have the air of danger that hung over Oakland Hill 
1951 or Winged Foot 1974 or Shinnecock Hills 2018. The 
Country Club had been set up too carefully, too competently, 
to tilt off its axis. As the greens firmed up, they turned a 
lighter hue of green but never brown. And the pins were in 


sane spots. 


“T didn’t think [the pins] were overly difficult,’ Denny McCa- 
rthy said. “I thought they were fair. Nothing, like, crazy on 
slopes.” The scoring average was 73.53, substantially higher 
than it had been on Thursday and Friday, but nowhere near 
the 75.33 Shinnecock produced on Saturday four years ago. 
No one shot in the 80s. 
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“Tt’s great,’ Justin Thomas told the press afterwards. “I said to 
[caddie Jim ‘Bones’ Mackay] walking up 18, “This is how a USS. 
Open should be.”’ 


In the era of the Sensible U.S. Open Setup, this is likely as 
extreme as things will get. The players will be challenged but 
not infuriated, the course will be demanding but not mon- 
strous, and the fans will be entertained but not whipped into 


a frenzy. 


It’s probably a better championship now than it was before, 


but it’s not quite as fun. 


Speaking of fun, on Saturday night KVV and I spent most of dinner 
trying to talk ourselves into Rory, who was just three back and playing 
some of his best golf of the year. KVV (of course!) went full 1999 Ben 
Crenshaw to close out the night, which had all of us rolling and hoping 
for something special on Sunday. 

When I put this on Twitter, one of the responses was as follows: 
Back in 1999 I think some golf journalists at least pretended to cate 
(maybe some actually did care) about objectivity and not just being 
tans who happen to get paid to write about golt. Those were the days. 

This is a fair position to take, and if you’re looking for the purest 
form of objectivity, ’m certainly not your guy. However, I do want 
to note that nobody you read or follow is objective. They might hide 
their subjectivity better than some of us, but to me that always seemed, 
while perhaps journalistically admirable, a disingenuous way to cover 
sports. I like that NLU has in their Twitter bio that they’re fanalysts. 
I think that’s an appropriate way to frame what most of us do. Does 
it go too far in one direction sometimes? Absolutely. But ’m hopeful 
that part of the reason anything I write or say resonates is because 


sometimes you’te rooting for the exact same things I am, and I can 
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maybe provide some words or even contextualize whatever it is you’re 
feeling about a certain player or tournament. 

One of my favorite parts of major championship Sundays is when 
they wheel out the trophy to the first tee. It’s such an absurd move 
(imagine putting the Larry O’Brien trophy on the scorer’s table as 
Game 6 tips off!) that is unique to golf and totally adds to the hoopla 
coming down the stretch. 

For a while, it looked as if Scheffler was going to win back-to-back 
majors. He got it to 6 under with only Fitzpatrick within striking 
distance but faded to the finish, playing his last 12 in 1 over. 

Zalatoris had a wild day. He wore a shirt with silhouettes of Francis 
Ouimet and Ouimet’s caddie, Eddie Lowery—imagine Matt Stafford 
wearing Vince Lombardi silhouettes on his gameday pants!—and 
bogeyed two of his first three. Some real “he’s going to get dropped 
from coverage like Charley Hoffman at the 2015 Masters” vibes, but 
he righted the ship and started walking in putts from all over the yard. 
He was two clear with six left. 

The tournament shifted after a long wait on the 15th tee. Zalatoris 
and Fitzpatrick were tied at 5 under, but they walked to 16 with Fitz up 
two after the three of his life from the right rough on the long par 4. 
Zalatoris ripped one in the bunker from nearly the same tuff of grass 
on 15 and made a tournament-crushing five. Still, he had chances over 
the last three. But after making just eight pars over the first 17 holes, 
a ninth at the last dashed his playoff dream and left him three strokes 
from having won the last two majors. 

Fitzpatrick asserted himself over the final seven holes, playing 
them in 2 under while hitting a dizzying array of shots with the 


highest degree of difficulty imaginable. It’s hard to quantify just how 


295. Which, a win on Father's Day would have been fitting for him because I'm not sure any 
25-year-old has ever looked or sounded more like a dad than Scottie Scheffler. A sampling 
from around that time. He told Sean Zak: “The week after the Masters I went to Home Depot 
and got some lawn equipment and just cleaned the backyard for four straight days.” A 
dad's dream. 
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much these four days flipped me on Fitzy. He’s always been a good 
player—you don’t win a U.S. Amateur and make two Ryder Cup teams 
unless you’te a good player—but his refreshed skill set means he can 
be a top-five player in the world and a major winner—which he now 
is—perhaps multiple times over. I realized during the final round at 
Brookline that no matter how he closed down the stretch, he was my 
leading candidate for “player ’'ve changed my mind about the most 
in 2022.” 

His bunker shot at the last will get all the montages, but it was 
that up and down from 225 (!) at the 15th that won him the golf 
tournament. 

Fitzpatrick is the most disarming golfer, perhaps the most disarm- 
ing professional athlete in the world. That he is somehow two years 
older than Scottie Scheffler is up there with Spieth’s single green jacket 
as the most vexing fact in golf history. 

Maybe it’s the Skechers, maybe it’s the braces,?° maybe it’s just the 
fact that he’s looked 17 for the last 11 years in a row, but the moniker 
“killer” never enters my mind when he steps to the tee. More like, 
I wonder which local qualifier this consultant got through into the 
event. What a remarkable story this ts! 

And yet Fitzpatrick the player is nasty. Again, the comprehensive 
game has always been there, but he’s added 7 MPH over the last four 
years” and turned his only liability into his greatest weapon. This 
is impossible to do unless 1. You’re cheating (he’s not) or 2. You’re a 
maniac and tyrannical worker (he is). He deserves more credit for all 
of this than he gets.” 

The 72nd was a party. Fitz hugged his entire family, but reserved 
the tears for his dad. Here’s what I wrote that evening for CBS Sports. 


296. Claire Rogers on Fitzpatrick's win: J needed a U.S. Open champion who wore braces 
and Skechers to look up to back when I was in Sth grade. Would've helped my self esteem 
alot. 

297. According to PGATour.com. 

298. According to Data Golf, Fitzpatrick’s SG number has improved in each of the last 11 
years. That is unheard of in golf. 
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Fitzpatrick was rendered mute throughout. I stood to the side 
as his family, friends and team hugged and kissed him, and the 
sound he made was more ofa hiss than anything else. For some- 
body who was so collected in battle, the moment completely 


overwhelmed him.22 


Fitzpatrick’s Billy Foster used to caddie for Lee Westwood, and 
earlier in the week he had said, “If Matt Fitzpatrick putted for Lee 
Westwood, he might have 6 or 7 majors,” which is low-key a burn 
at both guys, equivalent to Tiger’s Morikawa-Furyk comp from the 
previous December. 

Foster has spent three decades in the game but never won a major. His 
kiss of the flag on 18 at Brookline—while it didn’t receive as much run— 
was this year’s version of Hideki’s caddie bowing at the 2021 Masters. 

Rory, who finished T5, showed up to embrace his friend and 
former teammate and told him, “I’m so happy for you.” Similarly, 
Dan Rapaport reported that Will Zalatoris went up to Fitzpatrick’s 
parents and said, “If I had to lose to anyone, I’m happy it was your 
son.” A U.S. Open week that started with the worst pieces of pro- 


fessional golf ended with the absolute best. 
Here’s what I wrote for CBS Sports that evening. 


It’s difficult to explain to the uninitiated how playing for 
a $3.15 million first prize is somehow the purest form of 
sport. Being among the final few pairings on the back nine 
in contention on major championship Sundays, though, is 
probably the position where money is thought about least. 
Boston’s gloomy gray backdrop made the scene feel as raw 
as it appeared. 
299. He collected himself enough later on to, as Dan Rapaport pointed out, watch his name 


get engraved on the U.S. Open trophy while holding the U.S. Am trophy, which marked the 
first time in 2022 that a new category was added to the #TourSauce glossary. 
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Golf of late has felt so manipulated and choreographed. This 


felt impromptu and wild. 


It felt like it mattered. 


It was fitting, too, that during a year in which players have 
been trying to game the system to figure out how they can 
work less and earn more, it was a player who worked perhaps 
the most on his game who thrived at Brookline. Fitzpatrick 


has transformed his body and his game. The numbers don’t lie. 


Fitzpatrick proudly paraded the U.S. Open trophy all over 
the property as he popped from interview to interview 
Sunday evening. His answers were mostly benign and repet- 
itive. One comment stood out, though. It served as a perfect 
volley back to the players who spent the early portion of the 
week defending the business decisions they made in joining 
LIV Golf and potentially giving up the opportunity to play 


in future major championships. 


It was fitting and also a bit ironic that the meekest man in golf 
won in the most contentious week of the year. Fitz is neither a chest 
thumper nor a self-aggrandizer. In that sense, it was a reminder that, 
in the Year of the Individual, the game is still about the game, and it 
cannot ever be eclipsed. 

In defeat, Zalatoris became the first player to notch six top 10s in 
his first nine major starts in the last six decades.° 

He gave a hilarious quote afterward: “I honestly don’t know what to 
take from this yet. I was pretty pleased just because ’m known for my 


ball-striking. I’m sure all the Instagram morons ate going to say it has 


300. A JRay special: Antonio Cerda, who sounds like a middle reliever for the Royals, was 
the last player to do It. 
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something to do with my left wrist flexion coming down, but I promise 
you, it’s got nothing to do with it. I think just keep doing what we’re 
doing. This one stings for sure, but I know that we’re going to get this.” 

Instagram morons talking left wrist flexion! Pros, they overvalue 
critical social media comments about something most people know 
nothing about just like the rest of us! 

Joel Dahmen notched a heartwarming T10. Rory, a heartbreak- 
ing 'T5. Expectations, baby. Shane Ryan wrote an amazing parodical 
breakup letter for Digest to the four-time major winner. You should 
stop reading this and go read the entire thing, but I wanted to post at 


least a bit of it here for posterity. 


How many years have I made excuses? How many times have 
I told everyone, “yeah, he hasn’t won a major in a while, but 
look at all those yellow top-10 finishes on Wikipedia? You just 
don’t understand him like I do.” 


My parents said I was a fool. “Why waste your time with him?” 
they said. “Find yourself someone young and exciting, like 
Collin Morikawa, or maybe a nice stable gentleman like Zach 
Johnson. Did you know he’s going to be Ryder Cup captain? 
And he goes to church!” 


Sure, I still feel the flames. At times. The Players Championship. 
A couple Tour Championships. The Match Play. We had some 
good times in Dubai. The HSBC. The Wells Fargo. The CJ 
Cup, I guess? And yeah, even last week, when you defended the 
honor of PGA Tour by winning the Canadian Open and plant- 
ing a flag for the good guys. Even then, the fire was burning, 
and it’s hard to get a metaphorical fire going in Canada. Or a 


real one. Too much snow, I’m told. 


301. There was a LOT of good writing just after the U.S. Open. 
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But a man gets worn down. Hope dissipates, belief wanes. 
And who are we now, really? If I’m honest with myself, ’m 
someone who has wasted almost a decade of my life waiting 
for a transformation. And you’re someone who used to win 


majors. Used to. 


God, it’s hard to write those words. I know why people stay 
together—it’s because of time invested, it’s because of fear of 
the unknown, it’s because of the deadening force of habit. But 
it’s also because there was something genuine there, once upon 
a time. Remember how mad Phil Mickelson got at Valhalla, 
when you basically forced your way into teeing off in the dark- 
ness? That was one of the best days of my life. Then, a few 
months later at the Ryder Cup, you taunted him about the FBI. 
You never piss off Phil Mickelson anymore, Rory. It’s a small 
thing, but sometimes the small things are what keep us going. 
I’m not saying you need to piss off Phil Mickelson all the time, 


but would once or twice a year really kill your?” 


After the U.S. Open, Zalatoris took the 2022 Aggregate Major™ 
lead at 13 under. Rory was 11 under, Fitz was 6 under, and nobody else 


was better than even par. 
My Rory take was a bit less humorous than Shane’s. 
What is it going to be like if McHroy wins another major? I 


thought about that a lot this week, and he hinted at it Friday 


evening when he intimated that he’s playing almost another 


302. In Patrick Reed’s lawsuit of Shane Ryan, his lawyer said, “Let it be known that anyone 
who emulates Shane Ryan and the other defendants in these two lawsuits, in order to 
make a cheap profit and harm Mr. Reed, his family, and colleagues, will be held account- 
able under the letter of the law.’ With apologies to Mr. Klayman and Mr. Reed, all I've been 
trying to do for the last few years is emulate Shane Ryan. 


Normal Sport Vol. II The Meek Shall Inherit 


243 


career altogether than the one that launched Rory Inc. He 
said after the second round of the U.S. Open that winning 
another major at this point would almost be like winning his 
first, and you know the emotion that will come if he grabs a 


fifth will make his Ryder Cup tears look like he was laughing. 


Will it ever come, though? This week was confusing. He’s 
been flushing it for months and had one of the truly great 
putting weeks of his life. Still, he didn’t win. It’s easy to lose 
the faith or point to mental blockades as the reason for his 
drought. Perhaps this is true; perhaps it is not. It’s difficult to 
know. Perhaps major variance tilted in his direction so much 
early in his career that we became confused about his profile 
as a golfer. Perhaps he did, too. Perhaps he just needs to hit 


short irons for the next 30 days. 


What I do know is this: McIlroy remains unparalleled theater. 
I said Thursday after Rory shot a 67 that his play gives his 
sport-shaping words gravity, and gravity rules the world. 
The opposite is true, too. His words give his game depth and 
make him the easiest player in the world to cheer for. There 
are so few athletes who contain the crossroads of preeminent 


humanity, genuine thoughtfulness and generational talent. 


Many have asked, “Why do I keep coming back when I 
already know what’s going to happen and that it’s not going 
to be anything I desire?” There’s nobody like him, though. 
Maybe not in all of sports. There are more thoughtful pros, 
perhaps, and certainly better talents. But there are not more 
thoughtful and more talented athletes. The real question is 
not why we keep coming back for more but rather, “How 


could you note” 
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Porath articulated for The Fried Egg why major championships are 
irreplaceable. It was the lesson of the week given how the year had 


gone to that point. 


What we were left with was as challenging and tense an atmo- 
sphere as you could create, and the best players with the best 
skills did their thing. That is something rare but present and 
replicable in golf — stakes, anxiety, and tension that can 
make the absolute best on the planet sick. Zalatoris, the heart- 
breaking loser of the PGA Championship playoff a month 
ago and quickly becoming a fixture on these majors leader- 
boards, said Saturday night that something was different, had 
changed. “The PGA gave me a lot of belief and confidence 
that I belong in this situation,” he said. “There’s a difference 
in thinking it and then actually being in the situation and 


believing it.” 


The USGA shared an interview on Sunday with Curtis 
Strange, who won the U.S. Open here in 1988 for his break- 
through major title. Strange, who is one of the great redasses 
and hardened pros in the game’s history, is in tears with his 
wife in the video while narrating it, “I guess you’re never quite 
sure you can do it until you actually do it.” Scottie Scheffler 
said he woke up sick the Sunday of the Masters, crying and 
telling his wife, “I don’t think I am ready for this. I don’t feel 
like I am ready for this kind of stuff’? Shane Lowry said he 
started his final round at the 2019 Open, saying, “I didn’t even 
know going out this morning if I was good enough” before 
repeatedly telling his caddie throughout the final round “how 
nervous I was, how scared I was, how much I didn’t want to 


mess it up.” 
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The years change, but this element remains. 


The LIV vs. the PGA Tour battle is about to come roaring 
right back as the buzz of a U.S. Open weekend fades. Pro 
golf needs improvement, even if some of that is borne from 
an insecurity that will always have some hucksters trying to 
change or “grow” a game that we should accept some might 
just find boring! It’s not bad to want something more for pro 
golf, so long as you realize what we have now, at the most 


significant moments, is already quite good. 


The 2022 U.S. Open was a great major, but great majors are the 
rule, not the exception to it. Scheffler said something on Saturday 
night that I thought about for a while. “Hopefully this won’t be my 
last U.S. Open, but, you know, you never know. Can’t take anything 


for granted in this life...” 


It’s because of this, because there are so few majors, that they 
mean so much. Four is the perfect number, and this ideology is the 
opposite of LIV. We are a culture of excess. That we spent all year 
yelling about how folks with $50 million now have $150 million 
should underscore this reality. So the few moments in which we are 
reminded that it is less, not more, that provides meaning and value 


are actually quite refreshing. 


The modern categorization of the four major championships was a 
little goofy, a lot arbitrary, and perhaps not how everyone would draw 
it up now. However, the important part is that it stuck. The canon is 


closed, and you can only add to it from the interior. 


That truth currently serves as professional golf’s fortress, what 


holds it all in place. LIV has come for the entire city—remember: “I 
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will create my own majors for my players”—and its largesse, inten- 
tionally or not, has devalued nearly everything in golf. Not the major 


championships, though, for it’s impossible to put a price on history. 


Four events remain. The only question is how long they can stand. 
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Chapter 9 


Grains of Sand 


by: Kyle Porter 


he whiplash brought on by going from a kid in Skechers and 
braces holding the U.S. Am trophy in one hand and the U.S. 


Open trophy in the other to the following tweet from Soly, which 
aptly described the week following Brookline was .. . well, it was 
jarring: If Bryson got $145,000,000 then Brooks is absolutely getting 
$145,000,001. 


Thus began LIV Golf in the United States and perhaps the wildest, 
most newsworthy non-major two-week stretch of the year. 

As the Tour headed for its usual post-U.S. Open venue in Hartford, 
LIV began to set up shop at Pumpkin Ridge just northwest of Portland 
for the following week’s event. Koepka, at the beginning of the week, 
withdrew from the former event* and entered himself in the latter. It 
led to an all-time comment from KVV, which, when Elon ostensibly 
drives our beloved website into the ground for making ridiculous golf 
jokes, should be a first ballot HOF tweet: Few performances have 


ever been less sincere than Koepka’s “How dare you, I haven’t even 
= 


303. As well as the entire Tour. 
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thought about this” routine at the US Open last week. Jena was mote 
convincing and committed to a tole in the Sharknado movie. 

Several people dropped the “Brooks was here” screenshot from 
Shawshank, and the phrase “Brooks and Bryson, PGA Tout rivals” 
took on a different meaning in the summer of 2022 than it had in the 


summer of 2021. 


Suddenly there were no villains left.2™ 


Golfweek’s Eamon Lynch lit Brooks up for his decision. 


Somewhere over the last few days—since back when he was 
telling friends that he was emphatically out on the LIV Golf 
series—Brooks Koepka found a metaphorical horse’s head 
in his bed, an offer he couldn’t refuse from the Saudi dis- 
memberment enthusiasts behind the breakaway circuit. Since 
Koepka does not suffer fools gladly and has been vocally con- 
temptuous of LIV Golf’s leading figures—Greg Norman, 
Phil Mickelson and Golf Saudi CEO Majed Al Sorour—we 
must assume the offer was sufficiently high for him to sleep 


soundly. 


For those who know Koepka well, one brief moment at last 
week’s U.S. Open offered early and irrefutable evidence that 
he had cast his lot with LIV Golf. He walked up to Mickelson 
on the range to offer him a fist bump and exchange a few 
words. That will not be the only time he finds himself doing 
something that would until very recently have been found 
unpalatable. The Saudis expect loyalty among team members, 
whether golfers or murder squads in faraway consulates. 

304. ANTIFAIdo: J guess I'l have to become a full-time fan of a different sport, one that 


isn’t scandal-plagued, flooded with realignment talk, increasingly all about the money, or 
morally-compromised. Something wholesome, like college football. 
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Beyond now having to labor at the beck and call of people 
he dislikes (with good reason, to be fair), the decision to join 
LIV Golf represents a humiliation for Koepka, though he 
will be loath to admit it. He has always fancied himself more 
an athlete than a golfer, but this is an admission that he’s 
neither, that he’s just an entertainer doomed to play exhibi- 
tions against the washed-up veterans and no-name young- 


sters that he’s long considered unfit to sniff his jockstrap. 


The PGA Tour was a bit on tilt. This was the week in which players 
were told that the top 50 players in the FedEx Cup would play in big 
money international events in the fall, a proposition that at the time 
seemed like a half-baked idea rather than a fully-formed plan. 

In some ways, the Tour’s hands were tied. Keith Mitchell pointed 
this out on the No Laying Up pod later in the year, but the even- 
tual idea of top players all playing the same tournament to wage war 
against LIV was something only ... the top players could come up 
with. Imagine Monahan going to those guys at any point before 2022 
and spelling out that idea. Yeah I know part of our appeal is that 
you get to choose your schedule, but actually you guys all are now 
requited to be at these 13 events. Brooks would have made what he 
said to that R&A rules official at 

the 2015 Open*® look tepid by 
comparison. 

Several moments, including 
this week in Hartford, exposed 
Monahan. Or, perhaps more 

appropriately, exposed the impo- 
tence of the PGA Tour commis- 


sioner position. That’s not a Monahan-specific critique, it speaks more 


305. R&A official: “I am a sir, and you will refer to me as such when addressing me.” Koepka: 
“I don't give a fuck who you are. I'm not playing until my ball stops oscillating.” 
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to the fact that—especially with Kokrak now gone—Tour players 
hold all the cards. 

As Lynch pointed out, this was when players began to take the LIV 
movement more personally, and this was voiced by players for the 


remainder of the year. 


The meeting had two sobering moments for some of the assem- 
bled players whose peripheral awareness is perhaps not what it 
should be. Monahan was asked who would pay the lawyers if and 
when the suspended Saudi-linked players or their benefactors lit- 
igate. You will, came the answer. The commissioner explained 
that the Tour is an association, a collective of members, and that 
a suit launched by one player against the Tour is a suit launched 


against (and defended by) every player. 


JT put it succinctly on the NLU pod later in the year: “It hurts 
our tour, and it hurts us. If any of those guys that left to go play the 
other tour sue the Tour, they’re suing me. They’re suing Rory. They’re 
suing Tiger. They’re suing every single one of us that they’ve looked 
in the face, looked in the eyes, and played rounds of golf with, played 
on Cup teams with, shared moments with. They’re suing us. To me, 
that’s where a little bit of the betrayal and upsetting and sad feelings 


come from.” 


There was a guilty pleasure to all the free agency-like movement 
in—as Porath pointed out on the Shotgun Start—a way that is not 
dissimilar to the NBA offseason. We were doing forensic work on 
players’ social accounts, and LIV was overpaying for splashy names 
who are no longer the players they used to be. Nobody was safe 
from the rumor mill. Not Jordan Spieth, not Jon Rahm, not even 
Collin Morikawa. 
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“Just your No. 11 money winner on PIP here to say good 
morning to everyone!” Morikawa wrote on Twitter. “Last 
week at my press conference, I said the media loves creating 
drama. Sure enough, I woke up this morning to everyone 
thinking ’m next. Not to say I told you so but... I told you 
so. To state for the record, once again, you all are absolutely 
wrong. I’ve said it since February at Riviera that I’m here 
to stay on the PGA Tour and nothing has changed. Now if 


you'll excuse me, I have some cereal to pour in my milk.” 


JT had the only response that matters: “You going milk first is 
more of a concern than you going anywhere .. .” 

Part of me delighted in the drama,* and I wondered if it couldn’t 
be engendered in a different and perhaps more palatable way. I was 
pretty vocal throughout the year about how much I enjoyed the team 
aspect LIV created. While I think they overstated the monetary value 
of teams—perhaps by standard deviations—and didn’t necessarily 
make the team portion of their events clear, I find the idea to be 
incredibly compelling both as a business concept®” and from a fan 
interest standpoint. 

Team play provides an additional revenue stream for a league 
without interrupting the old one. If the PGA Tour was to implement, 
say, team play in the same manner as LIV, it would be an add-on 
and completely secondary to the individual stroke play. This is true 
of F1 (told you we'd bring this all the way back to F1), and while 
the Constructors’ Championship is certainly not the main event, it 
is something that can be sponsored. You’re telling me Titleist and 
Nike and Rolex and Callaway wouldn’t put their stuff all over a team 


as a marketing play? How much would it benefit TaylorMade to say, 


306. According to [gestures at all traffic and download numbers], everyone else did, too. 
307. A report came out that tossed out a $1 billion valuation for LIV teams. That's probably 
overstating it, but there are potential PGA Tour teams that would immediately be worth 
nine figures. 
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We had the No. 1 team on the PGA Tour last year, and they all play 
our gear? That would be invaluable to a company like that, and when 
something is invaluable, monetary value is inherently created. 

LIV’s team aspect also intrigued me from a fan standpoint. Was it 
enthralling in the same way major championship golf is enthralling? 
Of course not, but it was a nice sidebar to the individual play, which 
is all it needs to be. This hit me when I was watching LIV with my 
eight-year-old son, and he said he wished he could watch a team with 
Rory, Spieth, JT, and Scheffler all on it. 

The unintended benefit, to bring this back to the present, is that 
this would create more offseason drama than we currently have. The 
4 Aces dumping Talor Gooch to the Nibbies and picking up Peter 
Uihlein got mocked, as it should have, for a variety of reasons. But 
imagine if stuff like that happened for real with actual players and 
teams that weren’t labeled by a random name generator? Team Titleist 
trades Will Zalatoris to Team Nike for Tony Finau, Pierceson Coody, 
and 150 pairs of Air Griffey 1s. Hell yes I’m in on that. 

Half the fun of F1 (perhaps more) is All The Other Stuff. All the 
off-the-track shenanigans. The politicking, the underhanded dealings, 
and the sheer theater of it all. It’s an individual sport that has elements 
of a team sport, and golf is set up perfectly for it. Even better, you get 
four weeks a year in golf that provide a purity F1 doesn’t possess. LIV 
doesn’t have enough names to make any of this interesting—and it 
has enough Other Stuff that overshadows Nibbies trades anyway— 
but buddy, the PGA Tour does and that it continues to punt on the 
PGL, which tried to capitalize on this very thing, is something that 
remains incredibly frustrating.°°° 

The Tour also proposed a calendar year schedule, that the FedEx 


Cup Playoffs would be limited to the top 70 and purse increases to, on 


308. I am pitching extraordinarily reductive scenarios, and I know that all of this—maybe 
most of all because the Tour is a 501(c)(6) organization—is far more complicated than Iam 
making it. 
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average, $20 million at eight additional events*® (which would even- 
tually become the elevated event schedule later in the year). This felt 
exasperating at the time because it seemed the Tour’s response to a 
threat in 2022 was the same as it was in 1999: That it would create 
limited field, no-cut tournaments for big money. Obviously this is not 
how it played out—the elevated schedule is neither limited field nor 
no cut—but information was limited at the time, and it seemed as if 


they were running their 25-year-old playbook. 


Here’s what I said on the First Cut podcast at the time. 


Shrink the schedule, don’t make it bigger, shrink it. Make it 
15 events or 12 events or whatever. Make those huge money. 
Make them teams. Essentially create LIV, but put it on top 
of your historic venues like Riviera and Bay Hill and these 
places that add to the depth of what the PGA Tour says it’s 
about. Part of the problem here is how many events do we 
get all the best players in the world in the same place? Meg 
Adkins of The Fried Egg was tweeting about this. She was 
like, This is a weird business model in that the NBA would 
never create something where the stars only played a quarter 


of the events and they were rarely all together. 


Meg really helped me understand that point about other sports, 
and | think it’s so important and indeed was central to the Tiger- 
Rory Delaware meeting later in the year. It would be so strange 
if another sport spread its stars out as much as the PGA Tour 
does. I understand the reasons, but from a business perspective, 


it’s bananas. 


309. Tournament of Champions, Riviera, Bay Hill, Players, Match Play, Memorial, and the 
first two playoff events were the ones tabbed here. Eventually, Phoenix, RBC Heritage, 
Wells Fargo, and Travelers were added. Throw the Tour Championship in, and that’s 13 
events with a total of ~$250 million in prize money. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Grains of Sand 255 


Monahan spoke existentially at his press conference as well: “If this 
is an arms race, and if the only weapons here are dollar bills, the PGA 
Tour can’t compete with a foreign monarchy that is spending billions 
of dollars in an attempt to buy the game of golf.” 

This was and is true. The PGA Tour is a roughly $1.5 billion busi- 
ness, which the PIF may or may not have made from Saudi Arabia’s 
state-oil company, Aramco, in the time it took you to read this sen- 
tence. However, the Tour had everything else on its side. History, 
a clear-cut path to the major championships and, most importantly, 
a much larger collection of the best players in the world. Though it 
didn’t feel like it at the time, with LIV snatching a new player every 
week, the Tour was (and mostly is) still in a pretty good spot. 

This was a big “Phil was right!” week, which I addressed earlier in 
the book but will briefly revisit here. 


1. Phil pointed a shotgun at a pond and hit a couple of fish. 
Congratulations. Now a tiny sport, by sporting stan- 
dards, has a broken infrastructure because he pulled the 
eject button on the Tour. Bragging about being right in 
that scenario is like one country declaring war on the 
other just to prove that it was hiding nuclear weapons. 


Good job there, the next five years should be fun.*® 


2. Here’s something from Soly during Travelers week: One 
more time. Phil said that the Tour was sitting on $500M 
in reserve. In reality, that number was around $300M 
BEFORE the Tout had to dip into it during the pandem- 
ic." The truth in what Phil said: The Tour has a reserve. 


The not so true: The tour has $800M in reserve. I should 


310. Tron said this well: And we've stated all along [that this would get the Tour off its ass] 
for the last two-plus years that they've been under threat. The tour was complacent and 
hubristic—they're now being forced to evolve. Doesn't mean we need to like LIV 

311. Monahan said at the Players that the reserve was down to $225 million. 
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reiterate that I was told by one source that part of this 
reserve is a line of credit so ’m not sure Jay Monahan is 
Scrooge McDucking his way across the moat to get to 
his office. 


3. Because I don’t know where else to address this: Every- 
one started talking about Jay Monahan’s salary at this 
point in the year. I don’t know what it is as of 2022, but 
it was recently reported that—including long-term bene- 
fits—it was around $15 million. I could not possibly care 
less that the leader of an organization making $1.5 billion 
in revenue makes $15 million a year. What I do actually 
cate about, and what I think players should care about, is 
that Monahan is guaranteed $15 million more than any 
of the people who are actually responsible for generating 
that $1.5 billion. Again, it’s difficult to guarantee money 
as a 501(¢)(6), but at least the Tour is attempting to do so 
with the PIP and other methods throughout the year.” 


4. The Tour’s new TV deal with ESPN, NBC, and CBS began 
in, you guessed it... 2022. Here’s Digest with the details. 


While financial terms of the deal were not released, the New 
York Times and Variety report an increase of at least 60 
percent from media companies over the previous deal, which 
was claimed to be valued at $400 million per year. Sports 
Business Journal reported in December that the pending deal 
could be worth as much as $700 million per year, which over 
the course of the contract could mean an increase in revenue 


of as much as $2.7 billion. 


312. The Tour projected that $150 million in 2022 would exchange hands between 
corporate sponsors/marketing partners and players. Facilitating these deals is a good 
backdoor way to get your top players paid. 
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Monahan laid out potential PGA Tour growth at the 2020 Players, 
two years before LIV began: “I see us getting [the Players purse] to 
$25 million, and I see that certainly through the term, if not earlier in 
the term. I think when you look at the [FedEx] Cup, when we were 
here in 2018 we were at $35 [million], we move it to $70 [million]... 
there’s a day in the not-too-distant future where that Cup will be 
worth significantly more, perhaps $100 million or more. That’s not a 
commitment, but that’s, generally speaking, the kind of growth that I 
expected for us to see for our athletes.” 

All of this was willfully ignored because... NF'Ts and stuff, man. 
And while it’s undeniable that the Tour got its ass in gear more swiftly 
than it would have if LIV did not exist, that Phil apparently wanted the 
Tour to operate with zero emergency funds so he could continue pur- 
chasing dinosaur heads and floating his coffee distribution company 
until that Series A hit was shrugged off by LIV stans. 

Non-stats were apparently not happy about the changes the Tour 
made either. Here’s Dan Rapaport: Getting some texts now: “How the 
hell ate KFT guys going to get any access?” “The Tour is not just 15 
guys.” Really tough to please both parties. And while some of that was 
pure confusion over the information floating around at the time, some 
of it was also OK. The Tour was partly in the mess that it was in because 
of its unwillingness or structural inability to recognize that the Tour 
product actually is just 15 guys. Disproportionately rewarding top stars 
(in both meritocratic and non-meritocratic money) became vital to the 
Tout’s future and indeed is vital to the future of all sports leagues. 

LIV announced the signing of Brooks during Monahan’s big 
presser, which was petty as hell, and a move I actually kind of 
respected. Rory gave his now-famous “duplicitous” remark as the 


national anthem played in the background. Here it is in all its glory. 


“But am I surprised [about Brooks]? Yes, because of what 


he said previously. I think that’s why I’m surprised at a lot 
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of these guys because they say one thing and then they do 
another, and I don’t understand that. I don’t know if that’s 
for legal reasons or if they can’t—I have no idea. But it’s 
pretty duplicitous on their part to say one thing and then do 
another thing.” 


Talor Gooch tweeted the “You're welcome” GIF after the purse 
increases to that average of $20 million at the eight elevated events 
were announced, which, we’ll get to him. Scheffler gave a much more 
refreshing quote when he said, “I don’t know how much money I’ve 
made this year, but it’s definitely more than I deserve for whacking a 


little golf ball around.” 


Max Homa gave maybe my favorite quote of the entire year on the 


NLU pod. 


You can buy a tour for sure, but you can’t buy my goals and 
my dreams. I think a lot of guys do have that. I think that is 
the power of these top guys right now. I hope it stays just self 
ishly for myself. The funny part is if all this goes to shit and 
the LIV tour works, I make a lot more money. In my current 


mindset, that’s the downside. 


I love playing the tournament at Riviera, I love playing API 
presented by MasterCard®" at Bay Hill. I love those tour- 
naments, they mean a lot to me. I enjoyed watching them 
growing up. I enjoy playing in them now. That’s why I want 


the Tour to succeed mostly because I enjoy a lot of that. 


There’s this arcument now that it’s playing for money or 
g playing y 


playing for trophies. I call bullshit because we play for a lot 


313. LOL 
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of fucking money also. I don’t know if there’s an amount of 
money at this moment that would get me to quit the PGA 
Tour and I would not get to play the Presidents Cup. That’s 
what wakes me up in the morning. That’s why I practice when 
it’s 110 out here in Arizona. That is what gets me, and I don’t 
think that I’m alone there. I think that is the beauty of profes- 
sional golf. For a lot of guys on Tour, I think they’re aligned 


in that. 


Money’s cool. Chasing experiences is cooler. Achieving them is the 


coolest. 


DJ Pie’s take on the Tour’s changes at Travelers, which were incom- 
plete changes compared to what we actually got but still mostly stand 


as of the printing of this book, was good. 


The wraparound season was the cause of so many of the 
problems. A true January-August season changes a ton and 
feels like it gets the Tour back much closer to its core. Rather 
than this insulting, unsustainable idea that people need to 
cate about 47 events (making nothing but the majors mean 
anything), they seem to be refocusing on making their best 
events better, which makes almost everyone happier and lets 


casual fans know where to dive in. 


Also the reward for a great year is now a true offseason, one 
where you don’t wake up at Riv No. 162 in the FEC. Plus 
fewer FEC events means the stakes at every event get higher, 
which might make for better fields, which might make for 
more churn at the bottom. Continuing to make the ELE- 
VATED events “can’t miss” seems like a great step too. Look 


at Riv’s evolution the last 5-10 years from a prestige/field 
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standpoint. Clearly, they’re trying to line up one big center- 


piece event a month for the whole season, which is sweet. 


Guys in that 71-200 range will still be field-fillers and will 
still make a good amount of money, but taking those FEC 
points out of the fall events seems like it makes the bottom 
way more competitive, which is long overdue. Churn, baby, 
churn! And for the sickos that want it (and depending on the 
details), the plan for the fall actually sounds sweet. Hopefully 
we get some young guys in there to feed on Nos. 71-200 and 


build momentum and context for the following season. 


And if you don’t wanna watch: By all means. Will this stop 
100% of players from going to LIV? Absolutely not. We’re 
doomed for a fractured landscape. But I think it addresses 
a lot of the top guys’ complaints and makes the Tour much 
more top heavy, especially as TV money and purses continue 


to increase the next 8-9 years. 


In less depressing news that week, a 64-year-old Sandy Lyle tried to 
play his way into The Open. SMartin: Sandy Lyle is 64. He’s played in 
The Open more than 40 times. His exemption into The Open ended 
when he turned 60, so what is he doing? He’s entered into Final Qual- 
itying tor St. Andrews. What a testament to him and the importance 
of an Open at the Old Course. 

Keith“ Pelley banned LIV players from playing on the European 
Tour. Jason Kokrak was disqualified from the Travelers after not 
recording a score on his last hole (sick). Rory made seven birdies in 
Round 1 at Hartford and didn’t shoot in the 60s (also sick). The Slime 
Cup happened. Nosferatu pointed out that the Slime Cup would have 
an OWGER strength of field of 104 while LIV Portland would have a 


314. Scott. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Grains of Sand 261 


strength of field of 126. The best players in the world deserve OWGR 
points, and this Nickelodeon erasure will not stand!*" 

At one point during the Travelers Rory had 15 birdies and one 
bogey but was only 6 under. Normal stuff. Webb nearly hit every 
fairway and every green one round. According to JRay, this has 
only happened twice in 72,000 rounds since the beginning of the 
2020-21 season. 

Amateur Michael Thorbjornsen—who said his tole model was 
Rose Zhang (which is awesome)—legitimately contended and would 
have been the first amateur since Phil in 1991 (!) to win a PGA Tour 
event. He shot 68-65-66-66, finished solo fourth and beat Rory, Cant- 
lay, Scheffler, and Finau before saying he left a few shots out there in 
his final round. If the game didn’t scream “future major winner,’ the 
sauce certainly does. His solo fourth was the first time this century 
an amateur has finished in the top 10 at a regular PGA Tour event 
(non-major) with a strength of field of at least 400. 

For a while, it looked as if Sahith was going to get his first trophy. 
He got it to 19 under, which put him one ahead of Xander while 
standing on the 72nd tee box. After pulling his drive into a bunker, 
he tried to reach the green with his second. Pll let Justin Ray recap 
what happened: ShotLink says Theegala’s second shot at 18 went 4 
inches, which ts cruelly specitic. He made a six, Xander made a three 
and Xander won his first individual PGA Tour event since .. . Collin 
Morikawa was eight events away from turning pro. It would kick-start 
a special summer from Xander that got unfortunately blown out to 
sea by LIV and St. Andrews. 

It’s worth pausing and noting just how good Xander was following 
his MC at the Masters. His next 11 events looked like this: 1-T5-T13- 
T18-T14-1-1-T15-T57-T3-4. Ten top 20s in 11 events and three wins 


315. It should be noted that the following week's John Deere Classic strength of field was 
54, which ranked it as the 68th-best tournament in the world in 2022 (as of this printing), 
right between the Steyn City Championship and the The 38th Shinhan Donghae Open. 

316. Who came up 57 yards short in the water with one of his shots on a par 3 on Sunday! 
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(Zurich, Travelers, and Scottish Open). I’ve gotten on him in the 
past, but his game, at least statistically, is fairly flawless. Perhaps more 
importantly, it looks the exact same year over year over year. He always 
gains 0.4-0.5 strokes putting. He always gains 0.2-0.3 strokes around 
the greens. He always gains 0.6-0.9 strokes on approach. He always 
gains 0.5-0.8 with the driver. He always gains 1.8-2.2 strokes overall. 
Nothing on the Tour is automatic, but Xander’s numbers are about as 
close as it gets. 

We need to talk about the KPMG Women’s PGA. In Gee Chun 
went 75-75 on the weekend to win, which is kind of incredible when 
you consider a 75-75 start would have meant a missed cut. Instead, she 
shot one of the great rounds in golf history in Round 1 with a 64 in 
which she gained 11.4 strokes (!!) on the field.” 

The story, though, was unfortunately Lexi. She made four bogeys in 
her last seven holes and putted like she’d been watching Will Zalatoris 
give Luke List lessons on YouTube for the last five months. She missed 
15 putts on the back nine and at one point was greenside in two on a 
pat-5 with a two-stroke lead on Chun before making a six to Chun’s four 
and walking off tied. It was both difficult to watch and impossible not 
to. If you think Spieth trying to steer one home in the elements is good 
theater,” this was Hamilton on Broadway. 

Matthew Wolff signed with LIV. So did fellow former Oklahoma 
Stater*? Hugenio Chacarra, which was far more interesting. Chacarra 
was, at the time, the No. 2 amateur in the world, and that felt like 
a much bigger issue for the PGA Tour than losing, say, Kevin Na, 
Paul Casey, or Full House Kokrak. The Tour, as I argued throughout 
the year—a drum that Andy Johnson also beat for months—could 


do a better job of ushering in top talent. LIV is going to have an 


317. According to Data Golf, there has only been one better non-adjusted SG round on the 
PGA Tour since 2004: Jim Furyk’s 58 at the Travelers in which he gained 12.09 strokes on 
the field. 

318. And it is! 

319. Low-key a lot of Oklahoma State guys at LIV. 
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extremely difficult time contextualizing even the best young players it 
gets. However, if it collects enough young stars, one of them is going 
to eventually win a major championship (truly the only foolproof way 
to make a star). That’s going to be a problem for the PGA Tour, espe- 
cially if LIV offers a more accelerated path to its big leagues (not to 
mention more guaranteed money). 

The Tour—as many have pointed out—is made up of players who 
are disincentivized to create any sort of path to the top because, you 
know, it would put the very players who are voting on such a thing out 
of a job. You think Jim Herman wants to fast-track some Vanderbilt 
star who rolls out of bed hitting 320-yard cuts? 

Imagine this in other sports. Russell Wilson votes in favor of rules 
that make it difficult tor Joe Burrow to make it to NFL and thus Joe 
Burrow toils in the Canadian League for four years. I know Ja Morant 
is absolutely destroying folks in the G League right now, but you'll 
have to wait until next January to see him, and even then it will only 
be twice a month. 

To give the Tour credit (?), its best players have figured out how 
to get to the Tour in a hurry. Spieth, Rahm, Morikawa, and Hovland 
all got their Tour cards quickly. And you could argue that those who 
labored on the KFT benefitted from doing so. I get that. But how 
easily could Spieth not have earned his card? Remember, he nearly 
went to Chile for a KFT event instead of to the Puerto Rico Open 
where he finished second and began his ascent to No. 1 in the OWGR. 


“If he goes to Chile and gets his card locked up, now he’s on 
the Web.com Tour the rest of the year,” Greller told SMartin 
about that decision. ““There’s no John Deere. No second-place 


finish at East Lake. No Presidents Cup. It looks a lot different.” 


The Tour can’t afford to leave potential Spieths hanging out there 
when part of the equation is that they’re being held at bay by Scott 


Normal Sport Vol. II Grains of Sand 


264 


Piercy, Tyler Duncan, and Scott Brown. The Tour has moved on that 


front, which can be applauded. Here’s GolfChannel.com on a pro- 


posal that went through just before this book was published. 


Tour members were notified Monday via their monthly green 
sheet that two proposals have been sent to the Tour’s policy 
board for approval. One proposition would see the No. 
1 player in the PGA Tour U’s Velocity Global Ranking at 
the conclusion of the NCAA Championship receive a PGA 
Tour card. Another would offer Tour status, post-nationals, 
to underclassmen who meet certain elite benchmarks at the 


amateur and college levels. 


The policy board is set to review the two proposals in early 
November. If approved, the first change would go into 
effect immediately, meaning that the No. 1 player in the final 
ranking following the 2023 NCAA Championship will have 
PGA Tour status from June 2023 through the end of the 
2022-23 season. 


Currently, the No. 1 guy is Texas Tech senior Ludvig Aberg, 
who is also the No. 2-ranked player in the World Amateur 
Golf Ranking.°” 


The second change, dubbed PGA Tour Accelerated, would 
benefit only the superstar amateur who achieves high marks 
in several areas, including amateur wins, PGA Tour and 
major performance, collegiate awards and career-best WAGR 
rank. The Tour’s memo noted that only three college players 


since 2010 would have satisfied this criteria. 


320. In other words, Chacarra wouldn't have been choosing between LIV and KFT status. 
He would have been choosing between LIV and a Tour card, which is a much more difficult 


decision. 
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This is a good start, and I think—given the right circumstances 
and caveats—it could be expanded in the future to possibly include 
the top five college players or something like that. 

Speaking of top five college players who could have benefitted 
from a program like that, Pierceson Coody turned down a “multi-mil- 
lion-dollar offer” from LIV and won the Live and Work in Maine 
Open*” on the KFT. “I might be sitting on my couch with millions in 
my bank account watching my friends play on the PGA Tour, and that 
would have been devastating,” he told Golf.com. Coody didn’t end up 
getting his Tour card because he finished 34th on the money list (top 
25 make it), but that was partially because he didn’t get on the KPT 
until he was done at Texas. He played his first KFT event in June and 
only 11 events overall. There’s a solution to that—maybe it’s pro-rated 
points, maybe it’s, like Andy has suggested, greater mobility between 
the KFT and PGA Tour throughout the year instead of waiting until 
the next year. I don’t know the exact way to go about it, but it’s some- 
thing the Tour needs to focus on. 

LIV consumed every waking moment for me at this time. There 
were two reasons I think this was the case, and I wrote about them 


just ahead of the Pumpkin Ridge event. 


1. [LIV] represents the biggest tectonic shift in the sport in 
... ever? Certainly since ’ve been covering the game. It 
could affect how pro golf exists in 2070 (when Bryson is 
entering the back half of his career). 

2. There are innumerable facets you can look [at]. LIV has 
professional, economical, political, cultural and moral 
implications, and how you view it says something about 


how you view the world. That’s fascinating (!!) and not 


321. MLB gets thrown back as a rebuttal regarding players who toil in obscurity for a long 
time. The difference there, I would say, is that you're moving from one type of baseball 
(metal bats) to a different type (wood bats). Golf is more uniform across the board. 

322. Very normal name for a golf tournament. 
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something studying leaderboards or SG can provide. It’s 
also a sea change with hundreds (thousands?) of ripple 
effects that I didn’t totally see coming—at least not in 


this industry-altering way—six or even three months ago. 


LIV Portland began like the previous week began, with Soly 
ripping a 4-iton 235 around a corner. This time, his target was the 
2018 Masters champ, who showed up at LIV Portland with L-I-V all 
ovet his lid: Reed finally got a hat deal. 

There was no draft in Portland, which at the time felt like a sur- 
prise but looking back indicated that LIV was, as it became apparent 
throughout the year, making it up as it went. To be clear, this is fine. 
Tm pro start-ups and in favor of making it up as you go. It’s not a bad 
thing, and the fact that they were able to even get this thing off the 
ground with all the details and nuance that goes into starting a league 
that includes the organization, production, and broadcasting of events 
like this was pretty amazing. Yeah but they have money! Sure, and the 
Lakers have Anthony Davis, LeBron, and Russell Westbrook. You 
can’t just roll the balls out and expect magic to happen without effort 
or a plan. 

The PGA Tour and Euro Tour announced their Really Strate- 
gic Alliance, which included a 13-year deal in which the PGA Tour 
increased its stake in Euro Tour Productions from 15 percent to 40 
percent and the Euro side guaranteed growth in annual prize money 
for the next five years. 

The biggest news, however, was that the top 10 in the Race to Dubai 
who were not already qualified would receive PGA Tour cards for the 
following year. This was a tacit acknowledgement that the Euro Tour 


was now a feeder tour into the PGA Tour and not the destination it 


323. Or at least they did at the time of this writing. 

324. Does this mean the PGA Tour now presides over or owns part of the... Ryder Cup? 
325. Also announced: Five additional PGA Tour cards through the KFT regular season 
money list and five more through PGA Tour Q-school. 
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once was in the 80s, 90s, and early 2000s. This is sad to me because 
I think the Euro Tour has always had so much soul. In many ways 
it has always been the mom-and-pop store that you’d rather shop at 
than the conglomerate down the street. On the other hand, Pve been 
pushing for a true global tour for years now, and it seems like we’ve 
mostly arrived at that position. It provides clarity to the hierarchy of 
golf, which is a good thing, but I think it probably cheapens the Ryder 
Cup, if only slightly, and certainly weakens golf as a global game. 

The PGA Tour—if it’s going to be king—needs to do a better job 
of taking the game international. With access now to seemingly any 
of the Euro Tour tournaments, it would be pretty awesome to see the 
elevated events bounce from the RBC Heritage over to the Irish Open 
ot French Open or some tournament like that. There are a thousand 
reasons this wouldn’t happen—some I’m aware of, many I’m not— 
but I do think the Tour has some responsibility to do what it did this 
year in bolstering the Scottish Open and at least attempt to push the 
game actoss the globe.** Does this align with its business directives 
and incentives? I don’t know. What I do know is that the 3M and John 
Deere don’t need to be replacing the Spanish Open and Wentworth as 
the preeminent destinations in the world of golf. 

The most interesting LIV press conferences of the year took place 
in Portland.*”’ *° The triumvirate of Brooks, Reed, and Perez was rolled 
out together. The result was astounding. 

Pat Perez, who had previously been adamant about staying on the 
PGA Tour, discussed the reasoning behind his decision to join LIV: 
“Por me it’s real simple. ’m 46. I’ve played 515 events. ’ve been on 
the road since 1998. P've been on the road longer than Matt Wolff has 
been alive. I have an almost four-year-old. I missed my son’s birth last 


year. August 18, I get a call my wife’s going into labor. I’m in Jersey. 


326. It has done a good job of this in Asia, it should be pointed out. 

327. Claire Rogers: LIV press conferences give me the same feeling I had watching the 
‘Scott's Tots” episode of The Office. 

328. Dylan Dethier: J can’t shake the feeling that LIV is the Michael Scott Paper Company. 
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I’m getting ready to start the FedEx playoffs. ’m 116 on the list. I 
can’t leave. I can’t miss it. I can’t get back. I can’t get there and back 
without spending 150 grand on a private flight. ’m not doing that. So 
I had to suck on it and I had to miss my son’s birth. And, you know, 
fortunately I made the cut and I moved up my status by playing all 
right, but it still sucked.” 

I... don’t know that I even need to say anything here. I think 
that paragraph tells you everything you need to know about a variety 


of things. 


Koepka: “You guys will never believe me, but we never even 


had the conversation [about LIV] until after the U.S. Open.” 


He’s right about one thing! 


Several players—including Reed and Koepka—noted how much 
they were looking forward to not playing as much. Brooks: “Having 
more breaks, having .. . more time at home to make sure ’m 100 
percent before I go play an event. I don’t feel like ’'m forced to play 
right away.” 

It remains unclear whether Brooks knows that he transitioned 
from the tour that allows you to make your own schedule—the tour 
where you needed to play 15 events to retain your voting membership 
but where there was no minimum required to keep your card—to the 
tour that tells you where to be and when to be there at least 14 weeks 
out of the year in addition to all the major championships you’re going 


to play. 


ANGC member Jimmy Dunne had a great quote on this in June. 


“T spoke to one player that has not gone but may,’ Dunne told 


SI.com. “He was down in Florida and was thinking about it. 
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The head (LIV) guy called him... “You gotta come over 
today, so-and-so is only going to be here from 1 to 5” The 
guy says ‘I can’t’ “You don’t understand. We’re telling you to 


come now.” 


Two weeks prior, Brooks stood at the mic at Brookline and said the 
following: “I can come out here and play as [few] weeks as I want. I 
choose my own schedule regardless [of] what tour I play. I can come 
out here—I haven't played. ve played, what, Match Play, Augusta, 
PGA, and this one, so I can play as little as I want.’**° 

Listen, I understand and respect the idea of creating a better 
work-life balance. Reed mentioned having to watch his kids grow up 
through FaceTime, which sucks. However, I also want to point out 
that nobody was forcing these guys to play 30 weeks out of the year. 
Reed played 31 events in the 2018-19 season, and you might say, Well 
he had to get them FedEx Cup points, which is true except that seven 
of those weeks were on the European Tour, including the KLM Open 
and the Hong Kong Open. So while I identify with the work-life 
balance struggle and want to have some empathy here for these guys, 
after Reed jetted off to the International Series Singapore event on the 
Asian Tour and the Cazoo Open de France following LIV Portland 
... Pm just not sure I can totally believe everything that they’re saying.*° 

Reed added: “Seeing how miraculously the purses went skytrock- 
eting back up on the PGA Tour. It just shows that they obviously 
believe this is not only a true threat but a great tour if they’re copying 
what we’re doing.” He said the thing that could have stopped him 
from making the leap was if the Tour and Jay Monahan “listened to 
the players for once.” 

Again, as always, I would love to see a player—any player—break 
down the detailed financial situation of the Tour, where its money is 
329. Not anymore! 


330. 1 know there are OWGR points involved at those events, but there aren't thatmany. 
The winner in Singapore got 7.3 OWGR points, which is like finishing T7 at the Wyndham. 
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coming from and how it is being used.*" As for listening to the players 
for once, there’s certainly something there because even players who 
stayed on the PGA Tour (Jon Rahm comes to mind) voiced this idea. 
However ... I would say that if youre complaining about everything 
then you're really complaining about nothing. When you’re hollering 
about right pins and about how shotgun starts need to be used at TPC 
Sawerass then I’m not positive a reduced fall slate and an increased 


purse at Riv are going to hold as much weight as they should. 
Then came the 9/11 questions. 


This trio was asked if they have any concerns that they are being 


supported by a country with a really bad human rights record. 


Perez: “No.” 

Q. “Could you explain, please?” 

Perez: “I don’t have any concerns.” 

Koepka: “We’re playing golf.” 

Perez: “I’m playing golf. This group has provided me an 
opportunity to play golf and have a different schedule, and 
that’s my only concern. So, yeah, I mean, I understand the 
topics you’te trying to bring up, and they’re horrible events, but 
I’m here to play golf. That’s my deal. ’ve got an opportunity to 
play golf, and that’s it.” 

Koepka: “Pretty much spot on what Pat said. Same thing. 
I mean, we're here to play golf. We’re excited about it. We’re 
going to go out there, go put on the best show we can put on, 


and hopefully one of us is up here on Saturday with a win.” 


331. Keith Mitchell to Golf Digest later in the year: “I asked [a player director] all these ques- 
tions. He told me he walked into being a board member thinking the Tour was holding out 
on us. Two and a half years later, he left knowing the Tour does everything in their power 
to grow the business to make us more money. I'm not in the board meetings. None of those 
guys over at LIV are in the board meetings. I can promise you they didn’t call the board of 
the PGA Tour.” 
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I refuse to get into a did-they-or-didn’t-they debate about 9/11 and 
Saudi Arabia. I think the Jamal Khashoggi stuff, while horrific and 
despicable, is also distant enough from LIV that most players can and 
will rationalize and justify it. When we talk about elite athletes, we 
have to remember that we’re most often talking about individuals who 
ate (necessarily) selfish and have mostly never been told “no” in their 
entire lives. To expect them to become moral bastions of truth and 
justice from out of nowhere is probably too much. What I will say 
is that if one end of the spectrum is playing for a league started by 
Osama Bin Laden in 2003 and the other end of the spectrum is the 
PGA Tour, then LIV nabbed the players who are most willing to inch 
toward the former end of the spectrum for an excessive amount of 
money. If most golfers don’t really care about the Khashoggi atrocity 
or what MBS is doing on a day to day basis, the players that signed 
with LIV really don’t cate. 

Bryson*” said something about this that 


bothered me: ” Hopefully people will see 
the good that [Saudi Arabia] are doing 
and what they are trying to accomplish 
rather than looking at the bad that’s 
happened before. I think moving on 
from that is important.” I hear you, 
and I’m all about forgiveness and grace. 
HOWEVAH, it seems like we’re all kind 

of ignoring the fact that these are the exact same 
people who have always been in control. If a new 
group had taken over the Saudi government after MBS 


and started this league, you could talk me into it. New rulers, 


332. Who said he tried multiple times to get on the Player Advisory Council on the PGA 
Tour but was not successful. [feigns disbelief] 

333. He wasn't the only one. Garrett Morrison: Kaymer, Westwood, and Garcia have all 
adopted the line that ‘golf is a force for good,” which is different from saying, ‘Im a golfer, 
not a politician.” They are acknowledging that LIV has a purpose beyond sports. Which 
means theyll keep getting asked about that purpose. 
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new era, new landscape. Sure. So it doesn’t come down to forgiveness 
and grace for me. It comes down to trust. What if Jamal Khashogegi 
happens again while these guys are being paid out of a fund controlled 
by MBS in a league run by his boy, Yasir Al-Rumayyan? Then what? 
How’s that going to go when they’re not afforded four years’ of dis- 
tance between them and the incident? Going to LIV is a big political 
risk,2 which is exactly why they’re being paid the amount of money 
they’re being paid. 

There was a kerfuffle about whether tournament purses were in 
addition to player salaries or drawn against their salaries. The modera- 
tor noted, “The prize purses are in addition to. There is no draw at LIV 
Golf on any finances.” This was later disputed by LIV’s own lawyers. 
So who can say. My guess is that some of the contracts (Brooks, DJ, 
etc.) are in addition to and some of the others (Perez, Na, Varner) are 
drawn against. That’s speculation, but I can’t imagine Brooks and DJ 
signing up for a draw against their salaries. 

Brooks was especially frisky at this presser, even by his own stan- 
dards. During LIV Portland week, a chef’s kiss quote from him at 
the 2022 Honda resurfaced: “I think... everyone talks about money. 
They’ve got enough of it. I don’t see it backing down; they can just 
double up and they'll figure it out. They'll get their guys. Somebody 
will sell out and go to it.” 

It’s no big secret that Brooks loves money, maybe even more than 
he loves trophies. He would deny (and has denied) that, but I was 
struck by his demeanor and disposition at the dais that day. Here’s 


what I wrote about it. 


Deep down it has to destroy Koepka, to be called to the dais 

with two guys he doesn’t believe are even in his universe and 

pretend like they’re chummy and can’t wait to barnstorm the 
334. Not to mention the professional risk of not receiving OWGR points and not playing 


major championships in the future. 
335. If I'm being honest, I think this was the single best thing I wrote in 2022. 
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globe together in this exhibition league. Brooks is different 
than most of the rest of these guys. D]’s a mega talent who ran 
into some majors.**° Reed picked one off with the week of his 
life. Koepka is a champion — one of the greatest in the history 
of the sport.%*” A Phil of his era. And the throughline with 
Phil and Koepka is very clear: shame. These are men who 
always claimed (and actually believed!) that being a champion 
was all that mattered, and part of them can’t believe their 
pride actually had a price. Brooks knows what he did and 
he knows why he did it. And it can’t be easy to reconcile the 
person who would make this choice with the person you’ve 


always purported yourself to be. 


I want to acknowledge that there’s a flip side to all the arguments 
Tve made throughout this chapter. You could go through them, one 
by one, pull stuff out, turn it around and fire something at 98 on 
the corner with a little movement. The question I have about that, 
though, is less specific and more philosophic. The question I have 
if that’s your stance is this: Do you want to align yourself with Rory, 
Spieth, Scheffler, and Rahm or Norman, DJ, Brooks, Reed, and Pat 
Perez? It’s too simplistic and possibly even imprudent to make this 
about a Good Tour and a Bad Tour, but the reality is that you do at 
some point have to consider the people you're aligning yourself with 
in this endeavor. Unless of course you don’t want to take a side and 
would just say that there’s enough room for everyone to thrive, to 
which I would again point you to all the current boxing podcasts, 
shows, and writers in our industry. 

At the pre-Portland party Pat Perez wore a shirt with $100 bills on 
it, which brought to mind the famous Maya Angelou quote: “When 


336. Wish I could re-word that. DJ is more than a mega-talent, and he’s a great champ. My 
point was that he’s not a killer like Brooks is (or was). 
337. Prove me wrong. 
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people show you who they are, believe them the first time.’ A great 
photo of Norman and @useGolfFACTS also surfaced, which I cap- 
tioned: “... and you said the crown prince is expecting my call about 
right pins?” 

The anti-media narrative began this week as it related to LIV. I 
didn’t see it coming—because I apparently didn’t pay attention to 
[gestures at last six years]—but a faction of folks started riding for 
LIV exclusively because many of us who do this for a living were 
against it. Again, no problem with start-ups or disruption, I simply 
don’t want the sport I cover to be divided and conquered tour by tour. 
KVV said it better than me: “J didnt want to like LIV Golf, but the 
media gave me no choice” is the most cornball reasoning evet. 

Fred Couples unleashed was not something I was expecting coming 
into 2022. And yet, he gave a quote about LIV that I haven’t stopped 
thinking about. 


“These guys—you’ve seen their interviews, right?”’ Couples 
told Golf.com. “Have you ever seen Phil look so stupid in his 


life? They know it’s a joke.” 


“T heard of all people Perez was a little confrontational,’ he 
added. “He’s a grain of sand in this Tour. He should be soft 


and kind, but he’s, like, raising his voice. I’m done with it. 


A grain of sand is equal parts hilarious, a (possibly unintentional) 
subtle reference, a not-so-subtle jab, and if that wasn’t enough, the 
perfect way to describe so many of those who left for LIV, Perez 


perhaps most of all. 


338. The first and last time Maya Angelou and Pat Perez will be written about in the same 
sentence. 

339. Shane Ryan: Perez has ONE top 10 finish in a major, ONE top 10 in a WGC, has won 
three times on Tour in 20 years, two of them in the fall, and has made $28 million just from 
golf. What a ridiculous whiner. 
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Some 9/11 survivors and families flew from New York to protest 
the Portland LIV event. One quote from the rally via Dan Rapaport: 
“Every tournament you’re gonna have to deal with us, more people, 
our stories. We’re not going away.” 

Golf happened, I guess. Jerry Foltz, whose love for LIV made 
Ohio State superfan Big Nut’s*° zeal for the Buckeyes look pedestrian 
by comparison, told us: “Patrick Reed told me his wife Justine said to 
him she’d never seen his teeth this often. He’s smiling ear to ear, and 
that’s refreshing. They all say to a person it’s the way it’s supposed to 
be. They feel treated like royalty, and they are to us.” 

They teel treated like royalty, and they are to us. A sentence that 
would be rejected by the North Korea Times-Union! 

He added: “We understand that the merchandise tent—which was 
stocked extremely well—is already running low for the day.” 

Part of why I took umbrage with LIV this year was because of how 
often its players, officials, and broadcasters acted as if it was the new 
standard by which all other tours should be judged. It’s OK to just 


... be a start-up. Here’s what I wrote. 


Nearly every prominent person (besides DJ?) has talked and 
acted like what they’re doing is a revolution. There’s a way 
to disrupt a long-established industry with humility that 
would engender goodwill from those who are following and 
covering, and they have run the other way. It’s OK to not 
go around spouting about how you have four TV contracts 
in the hopper when you don’t because it’s meaningful that 


you’ve gotten on TV at all! 


It’s OK to just try to start a new tour without taking swipes 
at the one that built the stars you’re luring. It’s OK for LIV 


fans (bots) to say “Hey, this is Year 1, we’re working some 


340. You know who I'm talking about. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Grains of Sand 277 


stuff out, it'll be great at some point — here are the things that 
ate already better than the [PGA] Tout.” Instead, all I hear is 
about how LIV already solved all of golf’s problems in three 
short months. LIV has gotten a lot of things right that the 
PGA Tour either wouldn’t or couldn’t act on because of its 


size. That should be celebrated. 


But it’s tough to celebrate an organization that ran through 
the tunnel thumping its chest when it had yet to even play a 


single game. 


Bryson’s social media entourage was encouraged by LIV to shoot 
and share content, according to Dan Rapaport. Let me know how that 
goes when the media rights aren’t going straight to YouTube.com. It 
came out that Gooch was only planning on playing the LIV London 
event but got stuck in the league because “I didn’t think they were 
going to truly suspend us.” I think maybe the 4 Aces label was one 
card off. 

A “Let’s Go Branden!” chant ended the festivities in Portland as 
Branden Grace won his first LIV event, and then Gooch somehow 
obfuscated his previous quotes with an even more staggering one in 


front of his team, which had taken the $5 million first prize. 


“IT haven’t played a Ryder Cup or a Presidents Cup,” said 
Gooch, “but I can’t imagine there’s a whole hell of a lot of 


difference.” 


I wanted to give him the benefit of the doubt for being caught 
up in the moment and feeling the pressure of the golf world—surely 
including several of his friends—closing in around him in previous 
weeks, but damn man. You can’t imagine there’s a difference between 


700 people yelling at Branden Grace on the 18th hole next to a corn 
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field and 10,000 folks chanting Rory’s name as it echoes up and down 
Le Golf National?" 

JT on Instagram: “Pve seen some funny stuff online, but this is 
one of the better ones.” He then addressed it in full at the Scottish 
Open the following week: “Yeah, you can’t compare those. There’s no 
event on Tour that’s like the Ryder Cup or the Presidents Cup. Until 
you stand on the first tee in France and there’s 10,000 people there, 
and I feel like I wouldn’t even be able to get a golf ball on a tee I’m so 
nervous and my hands are shaking so bad. Yeah, I probably wouldn’t 
comment on saying that one is like the other because it’s not.” 

Reed (who knows better!) sort of doubled down on it, too: “.. . It 
felt like I was playing a team event back in Ryder Cups, Presidents 
Cups, and events like that where everyone is just all in.” 

Tm sorry to belabor all of this, but it goes back to what I said previ- 
ously about an entity thumping its chest up and down the sideline and 


making up its own story as it goes. Here’s what I wrote. 


He compared an event that is barely 100 holes old to an insti- 
tution that’s almost 100 years old. That’s obviously comical 
and blatantly ridiculous (and also infuriating!), but . . . it’s also 
emblematic of a league attempting to create its own reality. If 
Gooch says Portland is like the Ryder Cup, and [checks notes] 
Sergio, Reed, DJ, Poulter, and Westwood go along with it and 


don’t refute it, then... 1 mean... you know... maybe it is! 


That’s an affront to everyone who has worked to build the 

actual Ryder Cup, but the cost of doing business, it seems, 

is pretending like whatever came before this didn’t mean a 

single thing. Though both are technically exhibitions, the 

financial arrangement tells you what you need to know. LIV 
341. Claire Rogers the next day: The person in front of me in line at Starbucks just paid for 


my coffee! I haven't played a Ryder Cup or a Presidents Cup, but I can’t imagine there's a 
whole hell of a lot of difference. 
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had to sign $500 million over to a handful of guys just to 
make its product palatable enough to participate in, while the 


Ryder Cup doesn’t pay its players anything at all. 


Scottish Open week started with video of Spieth playing golf with 
a goat* and Cat showing up at Adare Manor in a helicopter with his 
hat on backwards, shades on forward, and a coffee in his hand. Thus 
began a wonderful two weeks in Europe. 

LIV golfers were permitted to play the Scottish Open via court 
ruling. Graeme McDowell gave a long and interesting interview to 
the Irish Independent in which you could basically watch him try to 
justify and reconcile out loud everything that had happened. There 
were some fascinating quotes. 

First we have to back up to a quote he gave at LIV London about 
the Saudis. Here it is. 


“If Saudi Arabia wanted to use the game of golf as a way 
for them to get to where they want to be and they have the 
resources to accelerate that experience, I think we are proud 
to help them on that journey using the game of golf and the 
abilities that we have to help grow the sport and take them to 


where they want to be.” 
Now to the Irish Independent addressing what he said in London. 


“The hardest thing for me the last three or four weeks is the 
negative fallout and being linked to comments, where all 
you'te trying to do is say the right things and do the right 
thing for a golf organization that [is] giving us a phenomenal 


opportunity,” said McDowell. 


342. Sometimes in this profession, the jokes write themselves. 
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Never has the sowing-reaping meme been mote appropriate. 


“{The PGA Tour and European Tour] obviously don’t believe 
in their product well enough to be able to give the players 
the choice because they feel like if they do give the players 
the choice they are going to lose 48 of the best players in the 


world straight away.” 


Again, I actually agree with McDowell here. Banning players felt so 
unnecessary, especially for the PGA Tour when you could simply raise 
the minimum number of events necessary to keep your card when 
your “home tour” (i.e. LIV) is a different tour.°** The European side 
is a little more complicated because their minimums are low so that, 
you know, Rahm and Rory are still considered Euro Tour members 
and can still play in the Ryder Cup even though they rarely play in 


Euro events. 


“Tt’s about [being] kind of sick of finishing 150th in the FedEx 
and banging my head against the wall on the PGA Tour. It’s 
hard. It’s hard every week. You know, I paid my dues. I’ve 
done the right things for 20 years of my life, and now I want 


to go and make some money in a fantastic opportunity.” 


Buddy, that says it all. Across the board. For individuals, for all 
three tours and for the situation as a whole. ’m not sure there was a 
single sentence uttered this entire year that better encapsulated the 


entire thing. 


343. The Upton Sinclair line, “It is difficult to get a man to understand something when his 
salary depends upon his not understanding it” also came to mind. 

344. I realize this would allow Phil and DJ to play in any event because they're life 
members. That's a small short-term price to pay for what I believe would be a better lon- 
ger-term outcome. 
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Tiger spoke during the JP McManus Pro-Am with a foretaste of 


what was coming at St. Andrews the following week. 


“This is a pretty historic Open that we are going to be playing,” 
he said. “I’m lucky enough to be part of the past champions 
that have won there, and want to play there again, and I don’t 
know when they are ever going to go back while I’m still able 
to play at a high level, and I want to be able to give it at least 


one more run at a high level.” 


Spieth when asked if he looked forward to St. Andrews more than 
other Open venues: “I think The Open at St. Andrews is arguably the 
best golf tournament we play.” 

I was struck this summer by how seriously Tiger (and others) took 
an Open at St. Andrews. It became clear that if he could only play one 
event in 2022, that would have been the one. As somebody who grew 
up playing baseball and loving college football and basketball, my love 
for golf and its history is newer than a lot of my peers. Because of this 
there are times when I still find myself surprised by certain details or 
desires pros have. Not often, but sometimes. And while I certainly 
understand the importance of the Old Course and its place in the game, 
this summer—eetting to visit it, hearing guys talk about it, and seeing 
Tiger’s reverence for the course and the town—changed my view of 
both the tournament and the town in ways that are not insignificant. 

It also made me realize, with the position golf was in at the time 
and a wild summer culminating at St. Andrews, that the 150th Open 
was going to be the most important major of the last 20 years. ’m not 
positive that’s how it played out,** but that was certainly the feeling 
going in. 

The other thing that became clear is something McDowell alluded 


to in his long interview. It appeared as if the famous Irish racehorse 


345. If Rory had won, that’s likely how it would be remembered, though. 
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owner, JP McManus, who also owns Adare Manor, which is where 
this year’s JP McManus Pro-Am was held,*° did indeed sit the boys 
down and give them a chat. 

While Rory didn’t necessarily contradict anything he said previ- 
ously about LIV, he did appear more open-minded than before in an 


interview with the BBC later that week. 


“Yeah it’s unfortunate, it’s messy, I wish it hadn’t gotten that 
messy, and in hindsight I think there were probably steps that 
were missed that wouldn’t have made it that messy,” McIlroy 
said. “I think in the long term it will make the game better, 
but right now there’s just this disruption happening, and with 
disruption comes change and forced change, and I think this 
has just forced the tours’ hands a little bit and they have to 
adapt and change, and I think that’s what they’re going to 
have to try and do.” 


The big one, though, was what he said about the Saudi money. 


“T think [there will have to be peace talks between the three 
tours],” he said. “I think that needs to happen. Look, there’s 
so much chat about where the money’s coming from and 
Saudi and everything else, look they sponsor so many other 
things and they’re all over sport. I understand people’s reser- 
vations with everything, but at the same time, if these people 
are serious about investing billions of dollars into golf, I think 


ultimately that’s a good thing.” 


The implication here was that if you believe that Saudi money is 
inevitable then you might as well get it inside the existing infrastruc- 


ture like F1 and other sports have. This didn’t really go against any- 


346. And site of the 2027 Ryder Cup. 
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thing Rory had previously said, but it was an admission that caring 
deeply about money that is purportedly dirty is perhaps a lost cause 


when in fact there is so much of it. 


Tasked him about it a few days later in a one-on-one interview. 


“T don’t think it shifted in terms of the internal dialogue that 
we’ve had going on for a while. ’m not going to get into the 
nitty gritty details of what’s going on behind the scenes. In 
my opinion... there’s no room in the golf world for LIV 
Golf. Let’s put it that way. I don’t agree with what LIV is 
doing. If LIV went away tomorrow, I’d be super happy. My 


stance hasn’t softened on that. 


“My stance on where the money is coming from is where I’ve 
sort of softened because I just look at every other sport and I 
see the money that’s going in there and I can see what bene- 
fits that has. It’s hard because, ultimately, do you want more 
money being invested into the PGA Tour? I think, yes, that 
would be great. And if these guys are willing to do that and 
scrap the whole LIV thing... 


“My stance hasn’t softened on LIV, per se. I don’t agree 
with what they’re doing in the sport. My stance has maybe 
softened on the investment side of things or in terms of 
‘Is there a way [to] play ball and invest in the wider golf 
ecosystem where this can benefit everyone instead of just 
benefiting 48 guys?’ And that’s sort of my whole thing on 
it. | don’t know if that will ever happen, but that’s basically 
what I was trying to say in those comments in that BBC 


interview a few days ago. 
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“T said [I didn’t like where the money was coming from] right 
before COVID. I said that Bay Hill in 2020, so two and a 
half years ago. It’s changed because 1 see—golf may be dif- 
ferent—but I see the money that’s going into Formula 1, for 
example, or [into] European soccer or a world heavyweight 
title fight is just about to be in Saudi Arabia in a few weeks. 
They’re investing heavily in sport, and I think our sport 
would benefit from that investment as long as it’s done the 
right way. I don’t want them to own golf like they’re trying to 
do, but if they can sort of come and play nicely in the whole 


ecosystem, I think it could be a good thing.” 


Mixed feelings here. You can broadly accept the downhill momen- 
tum of Saudi investments—which are everywhere—without con- 
doning the leadership in charge of spending that money and without 
hitching your wagon to MBS’s inner circle.**’ And while it did feel like 
a bit of a shift in disposition, the inevitability of Saudi money, specif- 
ically in golf, had become clear at that point. I think what Rory was 
effectively saying was if there are only two choices—and I believe this 
is what McManus or perhaps others pointed out to everyone—and 
they are 1. Accept Saudi money within the existing golf landscape 
because the Saudis are desperate to be in golf and want to diversify 
their country’s assets or 2. LIV, then the decision is obvious. 

It might also be too late. Here’s what the New Yorker reported 


in October. 


[Majed Al Sorour] told me recently that he’d approached the 
PGA Tour’s commissioner, Jay Monahan. “What I said to 
him is I have a budget of over a billion dollars that Pd like to 


invest in the Tour,” he said. “I got no response.” (Tour offi- 


347. There is an important and distinct difference between riding in an Uber and pursuing 
a $100 million contract signed by Yasir. 
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cials deny that they were approached with such an offer.)** 
Eventually, the PIF agreed to help bankroll the new Premier 
Golf League, which would have star-laden fields, three-round 
tournaments, shotgun starts (in which all the players start at 
the same time, on different holes), and, most radically, a team 
format. When that fell through, in 2021, the Saudis decided 
to go it alone. “It is, for all intents and purposes, the same 


format that we devised,” the PGL’s founder has said. 


The Saudis’ budget, however, was notably bigger. MBS isn’t 
known to play golf (he prefers Call of Duty and pickup bas- 
ketball), but a person who has communicated with him told 
me that an investment so large would typically require the 
board’s sign-off, and MBS chairs the board. 


At the JP McManus, a video of Tiger and Rahm getting steep on 
how Rahm hits a draw emerged, and Garrett Morrison had the idea of 
the year: Not to be hyperbolic, but the only thing that can vanquish 
LIV is a Golf Channel show featuring Tiger walking up and down the 
range at vatious men’s and women’s tour events and casually pepper- 


ing players with questions about highly specitic elements of the cratt. 


Speaking of things I would pay to listen to or watch, Monty talked 
about the Old Course at length in an interview with Golf Monthly. 


“Tt’s the most iconic golfing sight in the world, you can throw 
your Pebble Beaches into a cocked hat, this is it. It’s the Home 
of Golf and, when you see the signs for St Andrews and being 
a Scot and so proud of what they have there, you can get emo- 


tional over driving into the town. 


348. This could be, no hyperbole, the most consequential parenthetical in golf history. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Grains of Sand 286 


“It’s a fabulous town; the university, the shops, the golfing 
tradition, the West Sands beach, the history of the place. You 
see the Old Course Hotel on the left and then you drive past 
the clubhouse and the 18th—how many courses finish into 


the town? It’s so special, it’s the best of the best.” 


A cocked hat! 


Billy Ho blew his trumpet, unfurled his scroll, and began making 
decrees all over Scotland.* His soliloquy on LIV and the PGA 
Tour slapped. 


“Leave us alone, honestly. They keep talking about PGA 
Tour doesn’t listen to them .. . the last week’s events I’ve 
been really frustrated by because there are a lot of guys that 
are hypocrites that are not telling the truth and lying about 
some things that I just can’t stand to sit here anymore and be 


diplomatic anymore about it as | have been in the past. 


“... At the same time I am one of the 200 plus members of 
the PGA Tour, Iam the PGA Tour. So when you take shots at 
the PGA Tour... you’re not just taking shots at them. You’re 
taking shots at us. To say that they don’t listen is a complete 
farce, it really is. If they listen to everything 200-plus players 
on the PGA Tour said, our tour would be a complete mess. 


We wouldn’t have a tour. 


“So it’s ridiculous to hear some of the comments these guys 
make, saying, “Well, this allows me to play less tournaments. 


I play 30, 35 weeks a year.’ No one’s forced you to play that 


349. He went so hard on LIV and a variety of other topics that Porath joked he might be 
prime minister by the end of the month. 
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many events... I haven’t seen [my family] for the last three 
weeks: U.S. Open, didn’t see them in Germany, I stayed over 
here in London for a week, ’m staying over this week and 
I’m staying for next week, so five weeks. That’s what my wife 
and I decided, when we laid our schedule out, it just worked 
that way. I made that decision to not see my wife and kids for 
five weeks. Am I crying about it? No. I understand. I’m living 
my dream trying to play golf professionally and support my 


family financially.” 


The schedule excuse was always a smokescreen. Just one more 
talking point in a bucket of them that attempted to, if not completely 
obscure some of the actual reasons players went to LIV, then at least 
muddy the waters enough that you might consider a few of them to 
be legitimate. 

Rory and Tiger played Ballybunion together in some low-key 
Open prep. I asked Rory about it later, and his description of the day 


was tertific. 


“Tiger in the heat of battle and Tiger just messing around at 
Ballybunion is two completely different people. Going back to 
even his love for the game, his love of the intricacies of how to 
play the game of golf. The way he sees shots, the way he gets 
lost in the detail of how to play golf. Whenever you're talking 
about that and he’s explaining it, it goes back to what I said 
about loving the game. He doesn’t just love golf, but he loves 
the details of how to play certain shots and get better. He’s so 
into that stuff. I think that’s what’s so cool. Twenty-five years 


into his career, he still loves that part of the game.” 


Some people play professional sports because they’re talented in a 


specific industry and it’s a hell of a way to make a living. Others are 
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preternaturally gifted in such a way that winning—even at the highest 
level—comes easily, and winning is an addictive thrill that can never 
be sated. The rarest category, however, is the group that plays because 
it’s the natural overflow of a deep delight in the process of becoming 
great for the sake of becoming great. Tiger always said the right things 
in pressers and interviews, and I do believe winning is an inimitable 
rush that always leaves you wanting more. However, I believe even 
more deeply that winning was always a byproduct of Tiget’s real goal, 
which was to become the greatest golf version of himself that he could 
possibly become. To see, even from afar, a genius*° receive all these 
inputs from guys like Rory and Rahm and Trevino in conversations 
about the swing, ball flight windows, and trajectories, internalize 
them, and perhaps change his output 1% or 2% is to watch something 
that I believe is even more profound than we ever believed. 

Golf Channel aired an Open documentary that reminded us that 
Bobby Jones had a seven-year run where he won 13 majors and 23 
of 52 tournaments overall. Normal. Rahm opened the Scottish by 
screaming, “How are we supposed to play this hole thenr! Every other 
shot we hit spins out of the world, and that one is straight down after 
the pin!” Perfect. Then Morikawa’s ball landed on top of Matt Fitz- 
patrick’s marker on one of the greens, which is a very normal thing to 
happen. I asked the question, “What is a golfrelated tweet (or two or 
three) that you recall on a regular basis that still makes you laugh?” on 
Twitter, and buddy, go find that thread. 


The Scottish Open was a bit of a revelation in that it showcased 
how the PGA Tour and Euro Tour could join forces to create a 
banger. The Euro Tour has interesting venues and courses, the 
PGA Tour has the players. If they don’t join up to take advantage of 
those two truths over the next 13 years then what is the point of a 


strategic alliance? 


350. Not Bryson’s version of a genius, but a true genius. 
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Homa played 18 at North Berwick after making the cut on Friday at 
the Scottish Open. Listen, ’m not accusing him of anything because 
its not like he needs this, but if you want an army of Golf Twitter 
behind you, go play North Berwick on the same day you played a 


professional golf tournament. Galvanized for life. 


The R&A told Norman not to come to St. Andrews. 


In response to enquiries regarding the R&A Celebration of 
Champions field and the Champions’ dinner, we can confirm 
that we contacted Greg Norman to advise him that we decided 
not to invite him to attend on this occasion. The 150th Open 
is an extremely important milestone for golf, and we want to 
ensure that the focus remains on celebrating the championship 
and its heritage. Unfortunately, we do not believe that would 
be the case if Greg were to attend. We hope that when circum- 


stances allow Greg will be able to attend again in the future. 


Tiger and JT played the Old Course** on Saturday before The 
Open with a gagele of tourists and locals following them around. 
Golf venues often reflect their philosophies. Augusta is revered for its 
private nature and early practice rounds or even nooks on the course, 
like the 13th tee, often mirror this truth. It’s special for us because 
we can only daydream about what’s taking place, and indeed part of 
its allure is that it’s a place we'll never get to play. Conversely, the Old 
Course—which anyone can play—is as communal as any of this gets. 
When Tiger plays six holes on a Saturday evening before the most 


meaningful Open of the last decade, it feels like everyone is playing 


351. Tiger to JT after another practice round that week: “See you tomorrow for the past 
winners event. Oh no I forgot you've never won here.” Skull emojis. 

352. SMartin: J ove this fact. I feel like it really contextualizes how historic St. Andrews is. 
The Old Course didn’t earn its moniker until St. Andrews’ New Course was completed. . . 
in 1895. JRay: Golf was played on the links of St Andrews 200 years before electricity was 
discovered. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Grains of Sand 290 


six holes with him. So when you hear about this spiritual tie to the 
links of yesteryear, an aspect of it is that we all want to feel like we’re 
part of something. Scotland’s culture of golf allows for that to happen 
in ways that simply never would in other parts of the world. 

I watched Tiger’s Chronicles of a Champion Golfer on the flight 
over to Scotland, and this quote stood out: “St. Andrews [in 2000] 
was a different level of ball-striking. I hit it so much better than I did 
at Pebble.” You know, the year he won Pebble by 15. 

Xander won the Scottish over Kurt Kitayama, Tom Kim, Fleet- 
wood, and Cantlay. That represented two straight for him, and it 
revived this quote from Homa on the Get a Grip podcast from the 


previous summer after the U.S. Open. 


“That kid is so freaking good. I was reading comments about 
how he doesn’t close. Well, Rahm hadn’t closed either. I just 
wish people were a little more patient. I know that’s not going to 
happen, but he is good at every part of the game of golf. By good I 
mean really, really good. ’'m obviously biased because I’m a friend 
of his and a huge fan of his but, in my opinion, there will be a 
time when he’s going to win one of these things [majors], and he’s 
going to be the guy, similar to Rahm, where it could get scary for 
a bit with how many he might be able to win. I’m talking majors or 
PGA Tour events. Both... he’s that guy. When he starts winning 
these things, it could just start coming multiple times a year and 
you wouldn’t even be shocked when he does it because it just looks 


so simple. I just wanted to give him a shoutout, he’s really good.” 


Rory and St. Andrews.** Let’s talk. Here’s what I wrote in the lead 
up to the 150th. 


353. One Twitter follower pointed this out, by the way, and I can't stop thinking about it: 
It's weird to think about the potential Rory Slam in 2010-11... T3 at St. Andrews despite the 
awful draw bias. Missed a good birdie chance on the 72nd hole at the PGA to join a playoff. 
Led by four after 54 at Augusta. Then won by eight at the U.S. Open. 
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The epicenter of this Open. The eye of its storm. McIlroy has 
been the fulcrum upon which golf has hinged for months. 
He has been the most vocal ambassador for what the sport 
should look like. He has been golf’s wisest voice. He has also 
(as always) been the adult in the room. This doesn’t mean he’s 
been perfect, nor does it mean he’s without fault, but Rory 
has been an ambassador for those who still believe golf’s 


championships are meaningful. 


It would be the perfect ending to the summer if the player 
who has stood at the front of the line to fight for the future of 
golf was rewarded with a championship that has eluded him 
for nearly a decade. The only player who deserves a major is 
the one who plays the best in any given week, but there would 
be a lot of folks in a lot of corners of the golf world who 
would enjoy seeing this happen. Consider The Open’s mantra 
for this 150th edition of its grand old tournament at the Auld 
Grey Toon: “Everything has led to this.’ You could say the 


same about golf’s most important star. 


I don’t do this very often, but I knew I wanted to try and get him for 
a chat before an insane week to set the most famous stage in golf. I’m 
always impressed that the person in golf whose time is the most valu- 
able (non-Tiger division), is almost always amenable to giving it away 
(both on and off the record). That is perhaps not the most important 


thing, but in my world it’s certainly meaningful and appreciated. 


We talked about a lot of different topics. Books we’re reading, 
Federer and Nadal, his comments on LIV from the JP McManus, 
how he maintains a love for the game, his round with Cat at Bal- 
lybunion, and how external he stays during events. What I really 


wanted, though, is to know how often he’d thought about crossing 
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that bridge on Sunday three clear of the world. Whether he’d consid- 
ered the symbolism of an Open win at the Old Course (of all places) 
during a summer in which he'd been warring to find and pull the 
thread of golf all the way from where it started into the future of 


where it could go. 


“No, I haven’t actually thought that far ahead, which is unlike 
me,” he said. “I mean, look, it would be incredible. It’s all to 
do with the context. Whenever you say that, it’s like, ‘Oh, ’d 
join Seve with five.” The whole thing, where it puts you in 
history and who does it put you alongside. That’s the really 
cool thing about golf. That’s what I’ve always dreamed about. 
That’s what Pve always thought about. ‘Oh, where would this 
put me in relation to the greats that have played the gamer’ 
Not just with everything else that’s going on in the world of 
golf because that will pass and OK it might not be forgotten, 
but it won’t be as big of a deal as whoever won the Open 
Championship. They’re the real meaningful things in profes- 


sional golf. 


“T think Jack [Nicklaus] said back in the day, “To be remem- 
bered in this game, you have to win an Open at St. Andrews,’ 
Hopefully, if I never do that, hopefully, ?’'m still remembered, 
but it would certainly put me on a different plane, which 


would be really cool.” 


And then, as you know, it nearly did. 


Chapter 10 


Young and Old 
by: Joel Beall 


|: was Sunday morning and we huddled in reverent silence at what 
stood before us and what we believed lay ahead. A small company 
of scribes—in their quarter-zips and khakis and coffees forever 
attached to their right hands—gathered to walk the cobblestone 
streets of St. Andrews before the final round of the 150th Open 
Championship. If there are rites of passage for golf writers, this is 
surely one of them. The town’s cemetery that harbors the graves of 
Old and Young Tom Morris was the destination, yet this adventure 
was subconsciously circuitous and prone to detours. Pilgrimages by 
their nature encourage a meandering pace, and few places epitomize 
this sort of laissez-faire navigation like St. Andrews. You’re not going 


the right direction unless you get lost along the way. 


The group seemed to be reveling in the fleeting serenity of this 
town at the end of a golf year exhaustingly bereft of peace. Perhaps it 
was the unspoken acknowledgement of each other’s camaraderie and 
friendship; while golf is a singular endeavor, the best version of it is 
as a communal pursuit. Or maybe it was because when you're in the 


midst of something special that is coming to an end you do all you 
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can to savor what is left. In the middle of conversation, reflection, and 
traversing toward the cemetery, the group found itself in the ruins 
of a church that broke ground in 1158 and closed 200 years before 
America was founded. The rolling hills of this countryside and the 
choppy waters of the bay served as backdrop. It was overcast in the 
way you hope this place of the world will be when you visit, with a 
calm and steady wind off the sea making this July day feel like golf’s 
version of a football tailgate. It was perfect. 

There was no need for a map because a worn path in the uncut grass 
guided us exactly where we needed to go. Suddenly there we were, at the 
foot of the final resting stop for the Morris family. I’m not sure how long 
we stood in that reverent silence, but it ended when one of out crew read 


the epitaph inscribed on the white stone marker of Young Tom. 


Deeply regretted by numerous friends and all golters 
He thrice in succession won the champion’s belt 


And held it without rivalry... 


Then the scribe paused, ever so briefly, but a pause that had the 
power to connect the past to the future that this Sunday promised to 


the masses and the man they had come to see. 


...and yet without envy 
His many amiable qualities 


Being no less acknowledged than his golfing achievements. 


This can sound blasphemous, contextualizing the proceedings of 
a sport within the confines of the spiritual. But Alister MacKenzie 
wrote that golf and religion are two of the things the Scottish take 


seriously. Sometimes they are one and the same. 


SRK ARK ARK OK KK 
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How can you not be romantic about an Open at St. Andrews? The 
convergence of course and town and tournament and history is both 
overpowering and palliative; to not wax poetic is to not have a soul. 
That sounds trite and mawkish, pompous and cliché, and those asper- 
sions are not without merit: On Monday evening a delirious gentleman 
was overheard yelling into his phone, “I saw myself on those greens. 
I was pulled into a dimension where . . .” before trailing off. That 
doesn’t make the cheesiness any less true. Let’s be real, the game was 
in desperate need of some romance. Save for those who were champi- 
ons of chaos, consequences be damned, the plight of professional golf 
had, by this point in the summer of 2022, become a drag... But given 
those consequences, it was a plight that couldn’t be ignored. 

While that existential crisis warranted focus, so did the more positive 
side of the pro game, and at the 150th celebration of this championship, 
golf was soaking in good vibes. “It’s hard to believe it’s more historic, 
but it really is. It does feel like that,’ Tiger said early in the week. “This 
does feel like it’s the biggest Open Championship we’ve ever had.” 

An overabundance of storylines didn’t hurt. There was 
Tiger, who dispelled any notions he was on site as a cetemo- 
nial figure by investing a shocking amount of effort and prac- 
tice in this event. At Augusta National and Southern Hills, he 
limited pre-week wear to conserve as much energy as he could. 
That he was going all out gestured either that he was feeling 
better... or perhaps that he knew this was his last shot at the Old. 

There was Spieth, who was this close to completing the third leg 
of the Grand Slam in 2015 before the Road Hole intervened. There 
was Zalatoris, looking to turn silver at the PGA and U.S. Open into 
gold in the year’s final major. Scheffler, attempting to seal an all-time 
heater season; JT, on the precipice of jumping from the very, very 


good to the generationally great. 


354. On the other hand, there’s a chance this guy may have had a stroke. Or one too many 
Tennent's. 
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Then there was Rory, who was sidelined during the 2015 Open due 
to a soccer injury.*° During his Tuesday press conference, Rory, the 
consensus favorite to capture the Claret Jug but a player whose total of 
four majors has remained at four for some time, called this Open his 
Holy Grail. “Not a lot of people ate going to get that opportunity to 
achieve that, but that’s what winning an Open at St. Andrews is,” Rory 
said. “It’s one of the highest achievements that you can have in golf.” 

One didn’t need to squint to see the symmetry between this cham- 
pionship’s sesquicentennial anniversary—and all it had to endure to 
reach this point—and Mcllroy’s righteous war against the schism that 
threatens the game. Or maybe the equivalence was more surface level; 
after all, Bobby Jones stated a golfer’s career is not complete without 
a victory at St. Andrews. Personally, the grail quest resonated deeply 
enough to explain the incontrovertible love and respect he engenders 
from so many. For the better part of a decade, McIlroy has been on 
a crusade, battling the expectations of who he once was against the 
hope of what he could be again. 

There was the joy of watching players during practice rounds 
trying to find answers to questions they’re normally not asked.* In 
an exceedingly paint-by-numbers game, the Old Course requests— 
maybe the best phrase is requires—one to draw outside the lines. 
Precision and power take a backseat to vision, artistry, and feel. They 
knew the sport over there is played on the ground; in the same breath, 
the ait cannot be ignored. The challenge is in deducing when the wind 
is friend or foe or, sometimes, both. They marveled at the obstacles 
in their path, the 112 bunkers they had to avoid, the mounds that 
could ricochet their balls into trouble or safety, the loop where they 
could go low or could be ejected, the hotel they must somehow hit 
over or around. They tried to strategize for a course that has a habit of 
blowing strategy straight into the North Sea. 

355. For the newly-initiated: That is not a typo. 


356. The most obvious sign that a major championship is being held is when players have 
to cram for a test that’s uncomfortable to take. 
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While every major has storylines and each rota course has its idio- 
syncrasies and wind, bunkers and moon surfaces, what made this 
Open at St. Andrews special, anniversary aside, sounds generic and 
overly simplistic: It’s just different, man. 

You see it on the village streets where those in ties and coats pass 
those in swimsuits heading to the beach who pass those carrying golf 
bags, and somehow everyone is appropriately dressed. Or how the 
course spills into town, and no matter what bar you duck into, you’re 
likely to see somebody you recognize. It’s the easy access to countless 
links in the area, all of which seem to have an open spot for the weary 
hacker looking to chase the sun. It’s the amphitheater of the 18th, 
whose buildings and grandstands that engulf the hole can be seen 
from almost every vantage point of the course. They shine brighter 
than any lighthouse ever could. 

Everyone is happy, no matter if it’s their first time or 50th to this 
sacred ground. The Old Course doesn’t get old because good things 
never do. 

Two tidbits on players and practice. The first: If anyone tweets or 
writes or says, “[Player X] looked great in his practice trek today,” 
go ahead and place that observation in the garbage. EVERYONE 
looks great in practice. It’s impossible not to. The second: Practice 
is a good barometer of a player’s true passion for what they do. 
The dirty little secret of professional golf is that a not-insignifi- 
cant amount of guys treat golf as their occupation rather than their 
obsession. Passion is not a prerequisite for performance; DJ and 
Brooks are proof of concept. However, it’s reasonable that fans— 
especially these fans—would want to see how the players in whom 
they invest their time and rooting interest feel about the game and 
the course that they share with one another. So to see the likes of 
Spieth and JT and Homa (whose popularity overshadows his grind) 
build their rounds in a manner of conflicting ideologies—curious, 


sober, meditative, stumped, combative, and playful—is both cool 
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and also, inasmuch as this word can be used between pros and 


amateurs, relatable. 


From this reporter’s notebook: Marty Sleeps is not fucking around. 


That would be Martin Slumbers, chief executive of the R&A. He 
was there to discuss the shindig he and his governing body were 
tasked with presenting, but eventually it was expected he would 
answer questions about LIV Golf. The PGA of America and USGA 
had similar inquiries at their majors, and both did their best to side- 
step the minefield with buzzwords and vagueness. Slumbers did not 
wait for questions, instead using his opening remarks to take a flame- 


thrower to the minefield. 


“Professional golfers are entitled to choose where they want 
to play and to accept the prize money that’s offered to them. 
I have absolutely no problem with that at all,’ Slumbers said. 
“But there is no such thing as a free lunch. I believe the 
model we have seen at Centurion and at Pumpkin Ridge is 
not in the best long-term interest of the sport as a whole and 
is entirely driven by money. We believe it undermines the 
merit-based nature and the spirit of open competition that 


makes golf so special.” 


Which, okay, damn. Only Marty was just getting warmed up, tying 
a proverbial headband like he was Rambo*’ about to take down an 


entire squadron of fools. 


“IT would also like to say that in my opinion the continued 
commentary that this is about growing the game is just not 


credible and, if anything, is harming the perception of our 


357. Not to be confused with Rahmbo. 
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sport that we are working so hard to improve. We believe the 
game needs to focus on increasing participation, achieving 
greater diversity and making sure that golf is truly open to 
all rather than this narrow debate involving a small number 


of players.” 


Followed by: “Looking ahead to The Open next year, we have 
been asked quite frequently about banning players. Let me be 
very clear that’s not on our agenda,” Slumbers said. “But what 
is on our agenda is that we will review our exemptions and 
qualifications criteria for The Open. And whilst we do that 
every year, we absolutely reserve the right to make changes 
as out Open championships committee deems appropriate. 
Players have to earn their place in The Open, and that is fun- 


damental to its ethos and its unique global appeal.” 


Now, they may just be words, and they don’t mean much if not 
backed up by action,*® but Slumbers’ position was refreshing to 
see, especially after wishy-washy responses from other governing 
bodies. Those organizations saw it too; sources from both the PGA 
of America and the USGA asserted later that day that their leaders 
wanted to say more but were advised by counsel not to do so given the 
litigious battles envisioned to be coming down the tracks, which I do 
not doubt. It also ignores the notion that Slumbers (likely) had similar 
legal voices in his ear. It is disheartening when forces of good mute 
their convictions for fear of what could come. It is endearing when 
forces of good speak up, willing to face the consequences because the 


cost of silence is too great. 


358. To be fair there was action: Greg Norman was told he was not welcome at the tour- 
nament'’s myriad 150th celebrations. Norman also asked for an exemption into the field, 
despite not playing in an Open since 2009 and seemingly unaware that past champions 
are no longer invited to play after age 60. When told no, Norman made himself to be a 
martyr. It's almost like Norman may not be that great of a guy. 
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For what it’s worth, Tiger expressed a similar sentiment but was a 
tad bit more measured. “What these players are doing for guaranteed 
money, what is the incentive to practicer” Tiger said. “What is the 
incentive to go out there and earn it in the dirt? You're just getting 
paid a lot of money up front and playing a few events and playing 54 
holes. They’re playing blaring music and have all these atmospheres 
that are different. I can understand 54 holes is almost like a mandate 
when you get to the senior tour. The guys are a little bit older and a 
little more banged up. But when you’re at this young age and some 
of these kids—they really are kids who have gone from amateur golf 
into that organization—72-hole tests are part of it. We used to have 
36-hole playoffs for major championships. That’s how it used to be, 
18-hole U.S. Open playoffs .. . It would be sad to see some of these 
young kids never get a chance to experience it and experience what 
we've got a chance to experience and walk these hallowed grounds 
and play in these championships.” 

Critics could argue it’s easy for Tiger the billionaire to disregard 
money. Maybe that’s not wrong. The counter: When Tiger allows the 
occasional view into his inner sanctum, the view has repeatedly been 
of a man willing to make a Faustian bargain, trading all he’s accu- 
mulated for a chance to work again in a way he is unable to work any 
longer. When Woods speaks of LIV, he speaks as a competitor, and 
as one of the great competitors of all time it offends him to his core. 

Somewhat related note: No LIV players were on the pre-week 
ptess conference schedule, none received a marquee pairing, and most 
received groupings with competitors well below their stature.* As the 
tournament progressed they were mostly kept off the broadcasts. The 
R&A did their best to make these folks not feel welcome. It was remi- 
niscent of the “Seinfeld” episode where George Constanza’s company, 


unable to fire him, did everything in their power to get him to quit. 


359. Phil Mickelson was paired with Lucas Herbert and Kurt Kitayama. Bryson DeCham- 
beau got John Daly and Cameron Tringale. 
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Completely unrelated (albeit lighter) note: cameras caught Spieth 
having the damndest time eating an ice cream cone before finally 
dispatching it to his agent and promptly getting torched on Twitter. 
Dude can’t eat dessert without turning it into a spectacle. Begin- 
ning to think Spieth’s blindfolded highwire act without a net is not 
his way of golf but his way of life. Does he spread the wrong fertil- 
izer in his backyard to purposefully kill the grass? Does he refuse to 
use Waze and just haphazardly drive around the DFW metroplex? 
Does he accidentally drop off gifts for his friends and family to a 
church on Christmas Eve, not realizing his mistake until Christmas 
morning, but in the process change the lives of those in need while 
discovering the real gift of the holidays is having people to share 
the season with? 

While we’re here, it is unclear why the Scottish and English are 
absolutely housing ice cream on 55 degree days, but I respect the hell 


out of it. 


A personal aside. Scottish golf is one of the few things in life that 
lives up to and sometimes even surpasses the hype. A prior trip to 
Scotland was arguably the best 10-day stretch in this reporter’s life 

. until this year’s journey when I went over four days ahead of 
The Open to crisscross the country with clubs in tow. The golf was 
good—North Berwick, Brora, Crail, and Cruden Bay to name a few. 
The company, somehow better. When you reach a certain age, family 
matters, career responsibilities, other adult nonsense throw friend- 
ships on the backburner. Making new friends is almost unfeasible. 
This week proved that rare chance to foster new relationships and 
work on old ones. This might seem an insular point. I pass it along 
because it was a takeaway echoed by many. If you haven’t been to 
Scotland, go. Just be sure to go with friends or be open to making new 


ones while you’re there. 
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Bridgestone parted ways with Bryson. The Wall Street Journal 
reported the Department of Justice is investigating the Tour for 
anticompetitive behavior. Rory won a bet after a TV commenta- 
tor said the Ulsterman wouldn’t sink a 15-foot practice putt on the 
Road Hole.*° LIV applied for OWGR points, a process that takes 
one to two years.*" In town to receive honorary citizenship from St. 
Andrews, Jack Nicklaus said he’s not worried about players going 
low at the Old Course. Scheffler told the media he doesn’t read what 


they write.* 


SRK RK ARK OK RK 


Tan Poulter, in the fourth group off Thursday morning, was booed 
on the first tee. It wasn’t the entire grandstands, but it was more than 
one voice, and if you’ve been to a golf tournament one voice can 
reverberate through the quiet like thunder. Poulter proceeded to hit 
a duck-hook so bad it almost went OB, a borderline impossibility on 
the widest fairway in the game. After the round and for the rest of the 
week, Poulter insisted he didn’t hear the boos. “I actually thought I 
had a great reception on the 1st tee, to be honest,” Poulter insisted. “All 
T heard was clapping.” Asked again about the boos, Poulter remarked, 
“Oh, my gosh, I have heard not one heckle. In three weeks, ve heard 
nothing.” When pressed on the matter, Poulter said he heard nothing 
negative. “You lot can write whatever you like about being heckled 
and booing. You’ve walked 18 holes. Did you hear one comment? You 
can write whatever you like.” It was funny if you can overlook the 
inherent sadness of it all, a once-beloved Ryder Cup hero denying 


reality because he can’t stomach the truth. 


360. Uh... foreshadowing? 

361. Unless the MENA Tour gets involved? 

362. With Scheffler, I don't doubt this. HOWEVER, it does bring to mind a certain nameless 
big hitter I saw at Kiawah who said something similar to the media. Only an hour later I 
saw him reading an article about himself on GolfChannel.com on the range. 
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Speaking of that very thing, it’s time to talk about Phil. Let the 
record show the six-time major winner wore a t-shirt (!) under an 
unzipped pullover, a look that sent at least four R&A members into 
cardiac arrest. The comedy ended there. 

When Mickelson returned from his sabbatical at the U.S. Open, 
one would be hard pressed to explain to those not following closely 
that this was the puppeteer of golf’s civil war. There was a catcall or 
two, but for most of Mickelson’s two-day jaunt around Brookline he 
tipped his cap down, raised his thumb up and fans yelled his name 
like nothing had changed because, to them, nothing had. Except one 
(other) dirty secret of professional golf is that most who attend majors 
are casual observers. They think Mickelson’s only sin was saying the 
quiet part out loud, or they may not even know he spent the past three 
months in hiding. They know him as the lovable goof who wears 
aviators and dances in button-down shirts, a persona that LIV Golf 
banked on** when bringing Mickelson into the fold. 

But that was America, and this was Scotland, where the fans are 
more in tune with the havoc Mickelson has wrought and only give 
forgiveness when it has been requested. Unlike Poulter, Mickelson 
was not greeted with boos or personal digs. His punishment was more 
severe. The man who thrives on an undercurrent of attention was 
met with ageressive indifference. It wasn’t total silence—the crowds 
still acknowledged good shots when they were hit. But the mark of 
Mickelson and his galleries has always been the electricity that follows 
during the interstitials. At St. Andrews, Mickelson could not get the 
socket cover off the wall. 

This is not to rag on his quick exit (72-77). He’s 52, and his game 
was lost well before his reputation went, too. It’s just that, without that 
intimacy and connection with the crowd, Mickelson floated like a ghost, 
knowing he was no longer of this world yet equally unable to leave it. 


This, for him anyway, must be worse than not showing up at all. 


363.1 do mean banked on. 
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Ernie Els was 4 under through 15 holes but he stumbled home 
with a bogey-double-par . . . Tiger hit his opening tee shot in a divot 
en route to a double. He made the turn in 41, finished with 78. His 
putting stats were bad so everyone blamed the putter, and the pace of 
play was worse, so that was chalked up to hampering his ability to stay 
loose. In truth, the issue was Tiger’s irons. His approaches tended to 
float when they needed to dart, leaving him scrambling in conditions 
favorable for attack. “I didn’t really feel like I hit it that bad, but I 
ended up in bad spots. Or just had some weird things happen,” Tiger 
said. “And just the way it goes. Links is like that. And this golf course 
is like that. And as I said, I had my chances to turn it around and get 
it rolling the right way and I didn’t do it.” 

Without a miracle Friday, it started to feel like this could be his 
goodbye to St. Andrews ... Rory had no intentions of a free weekend 
with a 66. Cameron Smith wasn’t far behind with a 67, and amateur 
Barclay Brown posted a 68. At every major there is a case like Brown, 
an unknown that emerges on Thursday and is forgotten by Friday. I 
wish these stories would get more attention from both press and fans. 
There is a desire to discuss the marquee names, which is understand- 
able, and underlines the idea that the professional game is powered by 
and revolves around a finite number of planets. But tales like Brown’s 
are a reminder that golf is a big universe, where even the smallest 


stars—if only for a moment—can burn bright. 


The Round 1 lead belonged to Cam Young (64). Young relayed a 
story from his initial visit to the Old Course when, as a 13-year-old, he 
needed to request permission to play from the back tees. According to 
Young, more than a few members trickled out of the R&A clubhouse 
to see who this confident young lad was. “I’m glad I didn’t know; ’m 
sure I would have been nervous out of my mind,” Young said. “But I 
think there’s a picture of me hitting there with a bunch of those guys 


watching. That’s really my first memory of here.” It’s a sweet, innocent 
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story, albeit one that was quickly usurped by a question at the end of 


his media session. 


Reporter: “Cameron, a Fordham prep school in the Bronx 
isn’t especially known for producing professional golfers, 
maybe more basketball players. Can you talk a little bit about 
maybe an improbable journey from the streets of New York 
somewhat to—eranted, you went to Wake Forest—but to the 


links of St. Andrews? It doesn’t happen every day.” 


It’s hard to convey the collective incredulity and palpable shock 
in the media center.*** Yes, Young is new to the scene. His backstory 
is also well known by now, at least in golf circles. He grew up at 
one of the most exclusive country clubs located in one of the nicest 
villages in one of the wealthiest counties in the United States. In 
short, the man did not craft his game by chipping off the blacktop 
at Rucker Park. 


“I think ‘the streets of New York’ is probably a stretch,” 
Young said with a laugh. “Fordham Prep is on Fordham Uni- 
versity campus. It’s beautiful. And I lived at Sleepy Hollow 
Country Club, where my dad is the head pro. I lived on the 
lower course out there. I took the train to school, but I also 
took the train back home to go practice. It might sound a 
little improbable, but ve been around golf my whole life. 
That’s just kind of what I do.” 


Got to feel for Cam. He had no idea this thing was about to become 
a thing. 
Alex Noren, who was the first alternate, decided to leave Scotland 


for California to play in the Tour’s alternate event, the Barracuda 
play 


364. One way to do it: BABAR 
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Championship. Very similar to the mass exodus of backup guards 
who, before the NBA Finals start, trade in the chance for a ring to 
play in the EuroLeague for a week. Noren said he thought he wasn’t 
going to get into the Open field and wanted to play somewhere. Had 
the Swede stayed, he would have received the call Thursday morning 
as Justin Rose and Erik van Rooyen both WD. Fiscally, it worked out: 
Noren came in second at the Barracuda, netting him over $400,000. 
But with his Tour card already locked up for the following season and 
understanding how few shots he had left at a Claret Jug,*° the idea that 
a player of his stature would leave St. Andrews to fly halfway around 
the globe to play in the BARRACUDA CHAMPIONSHIP. . . what 
the hell, you know? 


SOK ARK AK KOK KK 


Haotong Li’s approach shot at the first on Friday hit the burn’s wall 
and ricocheted some 80 yards back in Li’s direction. Li proceeded to 
hit his third into the burn and made triple. No word on how long he 
spent on the driving range that night. A day after cold-topping his tee 
shot on the 18th, JT hit a solid drive, causing Shane Lowry to remark, 
“Most improved.” Without missing a beat Thomas replied, “Shut the 
fuck up,” to raucous laughter. Genuinely cool to see major champi- 
onship golf resembling Thursday night men’s league golf. Defend- 
ing champ Collin Morikawa missed the cut by one. As did Brooks 
Koepka. After finishing T7 or better in 13 of 18 major appearances 
from the 2016 PGA Championship to the 2021 Open, Koepka placed 
no better than 55th in four major starts in 2022.% 

Sergio Garcia bounced back from an opening 75 with a 66 to 
make the weekend. But the Spaniard, owner of a short fuse in good 


times, wanted no part of LIV-related questioning, even bristling at a 


365. He does own two top 10s at the championship. 
366. More on this later. 
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softball regarding a galvanized mentality of fortitude for the defec- 
tors: “I don’t care what they say. I don’t even read. I don’t know how 
to read anymore.” There are a lot of ways to interpret this quote, 
but none better than this gem from @ESpiethies on Twitter: D]’s 
influence is even stronger than we thought. Two days later, after a 
T68 finish, Garcia was asked how he enjoyed the week. “Not very 
much,” Garcia said. 

Cam Smith set the 36-hole Open record at St. Andrews, authoring 
a Friday 64 to match an opening 67 for a two-shot lead. Through 16 
holes it appeared 62 was in play, only his drive found the heather at 17 
and his approach was 25 yards short, leaving a mean up-and-down to 
save par that would test his touch as much as it would test his nerve. 
From 75 feet he rolled his ball across brownish ground that suppos- 
edly had grass atop it. The ball finished rolling 8 feet from the cup, 
and he cleaned up what remained for par. Watching the moment live, 
the following found its way into the notebook: Cam Smith is going to 
be a problem. 

As the Aussie explained, the firm-and-fast grounds that were kissed 
by incessant winds reminded him of the conditions often found in the 
Sandbelt. “I think we’re all brought up to be smart golfers, hit away 
from the pin sometimes. And that really serves us well, I think, in 
big tournaments and when the conditions get tough... I think you 
have to play smart golf. You have to play away from the pin around 
here. I think a lot of Sandbelt golfers like that, using slopes to your 
advantage, sometimes having a big curling putt is your best option.” 

In second was Young at 11 under, with Rory (66-68) and Hovland 
(68-66) in a tie for third. In fifth was Dustin Johnson. The last time 
the Open was held at St. Andrews DJ led at the halfway mark. He ulti- 
mately finished T49. Johnson hasn’t rued that missed chance. Mostly 
because he doesn’t recall it. ““Io be honest, I don’t even remember the 
third round from seven years ago,’ Johnson said. “I’ve played a lot 


of golf since then, and that was a long time ago. Obviously any time 
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playing in a major and playing golf courses, you learn stuff about your- 
self. But that was quite a while ago. I’m sorry, I really don’t remember.” 

DJ’s reception by the crowds, against what his LIV comrades faced, 
was somewhat interesting. Johnson was never beloved by galleries—at 
least to the extent enjoyed by the Tigers and Rorys and Spieths— 
but fans generally pulled for him. At the Old Course, he was treated 
well... except, there always seemed to be an initial positive response 
that soon receded as the crowds realized, Oh, right, LIV. When asked 
how he blocks out the noise, Johnson replied, “It doesn’t bother me 
because obviously, everyone has their own opinion and I have mine, 


and the only one I care about is mine.’ 


It wasn’t the hat tip. Not the roars that carried him from the 17th 
green to his march up the Valley of Sin, nor the nod from Rory who 
was standing on the first hole. Tiger did something he rarely does, 
which is cry. And as poignant as the sight was, that wasn’t it, either. 
The indelible moment from Tiger’s possible farewell to St. Andrews 
came from his legs, which never stopped for The Stop. 

Only a chosen few are awarded The Stop. It is both earned and con- 
ferred, and it’s always cashed in at Swilcan Bridge. The legend makes 
his way over the stone crossing, stops, perches his leg up on the bridge’s 
ledge, turns away from the green and toward the fans to his right and 
behind him, and then back toward the green and to the people craning 
their necks from pubs and hotel windows to say they saw it...and waves. 
Everyone knows The Stop is coming and somehow it, like Tony Gwynn 
on a 2-0 count, manages to hit without fail. The Stops of yesteryear are 
run annually on Open broadcasts and pictures of The Stop are plastered 


in bathrooms in clubs across the world, because The Stop matters. 


367. DJ's mostly received a pass for bouncing to LIV, at least compared to other guys. 

That he didn't burn bridges on the way out helped, but with the general public I think it's 
because he was up front that he did it for the general wealth his move brings to his family. 
Of course that overlooks that the betterment of his family comes at the cost of a regime 
that has destroyed a lot of other families. Guess it’s better than “I’m just here to grow the 
game,” though. 
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Tiger did not stop. 


For the better part of two decades he kept the public at arm’s 
length. He was the biggest draw in the sport since he told the world 
“Hello,” but he wasn’t venerated like Arnie or revered like Jack. His 
play emitted a magnetism so strong that fans often fused the per- 
formance with the performer. Woods was more than fine with that 
dynamic. As a result, Tiger was something of a blank canvas. How 
he was discussed and covered and followed could create a dazzling 
work of art... and yet the art was a mere interpretation, more of a 
reflection of the artist and not the subject. One of the more endear- 
ing developments of Woods’ later years, starting with his 2018 come- 
back that continues to evolve, is the lowering of his guard, ever so 
slightly. A recognition that fans don’t want a piece of him but rather 
they want to feel that they are with him, good times and bad. His 
exterior is not as defensive; still vigilant but softened. Maybe the fans 
have changed too, more appreciative of the person they only saw as 
a player. When he is discussed and covered and followed, the canvas 
... well, it probably remains an interpretation, but at least it’s a more 
informed interpretation. 

Through 35 holes Woods was 9 over par. That meant nothing, the 
score irrelevant to those on property, who carried Woods with unwaver- 
ing support from hole to hole and shot by shot. For his part Woods was 
defiant, searching for something, anything. For most of Friday he looked 
like a Spartan at Thermopylae, refusing to surrender though his fate 
had already been sealed. But after making it through The Loop, Woods 
acknowledged the inevitable and turned his attention to those that were 


there to go the distance with him, and he knew what that required. 


But when he came to the 18th, when the love found another octave 
and his playing partners Homa and Matt Fitzpatrick hung back to give 
Woods his goodbye, Woods seemed . . . surprised? 
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“As I was walking off the tee, I felt the guys stop, and I 
looked around. ‘Where the hell is Joey?’ He stopped back 
there, so I gave him the club,” Woods explained. “That’s 
when I started to realize, ‘Hey...’ “That’s when I started 
thinking about, “The next time it comes around here, I might 


not be around.” 


And yet, knowing what was ahead, Woods glided over the most 
famous bridge in golf, stride unbroken. He did raise his hat to the 
heavens, perhaps to thank the thousands there and the millions at 
home. In truth, it was probably done to cover his bases. As Tiger’s past 


has proved, the future is not guaranteed. 


“Pye been lucky enough and fortunate enough to have won 
this twice here. And it felt very emotional, just because I just 
don’t know what my health is going to be like,” Woods said. 
“And I feel like I will be able to play future British Opens, but 
I don’t know if Pll be able to play long enough that when it 


comes back around here, will I still be playing?” 


That has been a recurring theme over the past six months for 
Woods, a concession that this might be it. Though these concessions 
have become more common, they are said almost to prepare fans for 
the day it truly is over. It is a point fans have mostly failed to digest, or 
maybe they don’t want to. Deep down, I’m not sure if Woods has fully 
embraced it, either. He is not a man that dabbles in half measures. 
Those concessions may be coming from Woods’ brain, but they have 
not made their way to his fire and his heart. 

Which brings us back to The Stop. Although it is always touching 
for many reasons, its base is rooted in finality. Woods is cognizant of 
the finish line, now more than ever. But he’s always been a student and 


historian. He is well aware of The Stop. What it means, to himself and 
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to others. He will eventually stop. Only he knows when it will come. 
At the 150th Open, Tiger Woods kept walking. 


It was Friday night and the town was tuned to the same frequency, 
which was golf and golf only. That doesn’t happen at other majors. Golf 
might be the catalyst for the gathering, but eventually the discussion 
turns towards another sport or politics or culture. Even at the Masters: 
as its footprint and impact have grown, it has brought those that aren’t 
there for the tournament to be seen as much as anything else. 

No pretenders here. Everyone—legitimately, everyone—had the 
disposition of a kid locked in a toy store overnight, so overwhelmed 
by their surroundings and their luck that they’re not quite sure what 
to do with themselves. 

The conversation was pure and rich and full. Everyone at the table, 
no matter their station, had something to bring.*® The recurring 
theme was Rory. If he could win, what his win would mean, whether 
he would barbecue a shark on the 18th green. On the move from 
one bar to the next, our group spotted some well-watered fans stum- 
bling down a side street, arms over each other’s shoulders, crooning, 
“Rorrrrr-y, Rory, Rory ... RORRRR-Y!” It compensated for its lack in 
harmony with spirited inflection. 

Walking back at a time not suitable for a 35-year-old, there was 
a short run-in with a young lad who looked like he went 12 rounds 
with a thorn bush and lost. Checking to make sure he was alright, he 
responded, “Uh huh.” He then mustered, “I may never leave.” No 


explanation needed. 


SRK ARK AR ROK KK 


“This is all ridiculous, isn’t it?” Scott Herald asked over the phone 


on Saturday afternoon. “It hasn’t set in’ What hadn’t set in is what 


368. Even if what was brought was, “If Spieth could just go out in 28...” 
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occurred just hours before: The 35-year-old club pro got to play in the 
Open Championship at the Old Course in St. Andrews, the course and 
the town he calls home. 

An odd number of players made the cut meaning a ceremonial 
martker was needed and what better choice than Herald, who works as 
the instructor at the St. Andrews Links. He once held tour pro aspi- 
rations and attempted to local qualify for The Open, but his bid came 
up short. With his office turned into part of the event’s infrastruc- 
ture, he believed he would have the week off. Instead Herald received 
the heads up from R&A officials that he should stick around for the 
weekend, and around 10 p.m. local time Friday, Herald got the word: 
He was officially—albeit unofficially—in The Open. 

Which, look, I get the usage of markers is normal . . . but it’s very 
abnormal, right? Imagine the Dodgers asking someone working in 
the front office if he or she could be their bullpen catcher during 
the World Series. Or Nick Saban grabbing an 18-year-old from the 
student section, giving the kid a clipboard and appointing him the 
get-back coach during the Iron Bowl.*° 

Herald was paited with Richard Mansell for an 8:35 a.m. tee time. 
Shortly before they went off, as he stood on the first tee and glanced at 
the grandstands to his right and to his left and at the hole he was about 
to play, Herald had the briefest moments of clarity. “I thought, ‘Oh 


299 


God, we’re here,” Herald said. Now, a marker is inherently incon- 
spicuous. Only news began to spread that a local boy was inside the 
ropes. By the 14th hole, the crowd began to grow bigger and bigger. 
They were there for Herald, and they let him know. “T’'ll take that to 
my grave,” Herald said about the closing holes. “From about [the 14th] 
until 18, the crowd was beginning to swell. As we were coming to the 
village, I heard more and more shouts. I had no idea where they were 
coming from. It’s hard to pick out, just a mass of people. But I could 


feel it, I could.” 


369. Which, now that I think about it, JT would make a damn good pick for that role. 
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The Old Course is his workplace, true, but the magic is there, 
always and forever. He says that to say this: His walk up the 18th, in 
The Open, in which he was showered with cheers and shouts of his 
name and feelings of love... Herald searches for the right words to 
describe it but gives up, knowing he can’t do it justice. 

When asked how he’ll celebrate Herald said, “Probably popping 
a bottle or two of beer, I imagine.” Sounds about right. Toasts are 
always in order when dreams come true. 

DJ semi-topped a drive at the 18th on Saturday. “Oh Jesus,” 
Johnson said. The ball still went 282 yards. Lowry dunked back-to- 
back 40-yard eagle shots at the 9th and 10th, and the crowd reacted 
like Lowry had told them their tabs are on him. Fitzpatrick sounded 
off on St. Andrews. “Pll be honest, I’m not really a fan,” the U.S. Open 
winner said of the course. “It’s difficult to ... I just feel like sometimes 
I’ve heard it on commentary all week, you can hit good shots and get 
bad bounces and you can hit bad shots and get good bounces. And 
like I say, I felt like for the first seven holes I didn’t really miss a shot 
and I’m walking off seventh green plus one. It’s tough to take. It’s 
tough to stay patient. | managed to make a few putts coming in. That 
always makes you feel a little bit better.” Later that evening over beers 
someone said Fitz is the reason why Top Gun: Maverick sits at 99 
percent on Rotten Tomatoes instead of a perfect score. 

Bryson went 7 under through 15 holes, four-putted the 16th for 
a double, hit a drive so left at the 17th he reloaded (Only to get TIO 
relief), then found the road and managed to save par. Give him this, 
he’s never not entertaining, Early-week rumors that Henrik Stenson 
was going back on his Ryder Cup word gained steam, with the Swede 
expected to jump to LIV in the coming days. After two days of getting 
pushed around, the Road Hole finally pushed back. Kevin Kisner said 
it was playing like a par 5, and the stats showed he wasn’t too far off: 
a 4.63 scoring average thanks to 44 bogeys and four doubles or worse 


among the 83 players that passed through in Round 3. 
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The Camerons, Smith and Young, finally came out on the business 
end of the Old Course, a 73 for Smith and 71 for Young placing them 
in a tie for third, four shots back of the co-leaders. One of those 
leaders was Viktor Hovland, arguably the most likable man in pro- 
fessional golf. After he turned in a bogey-free 66 the 24-year-old was 


asked if he’s surprised he’s about where he’s at. 


“T was thinking, ‘What the hell am I doing here?’”’ Hovland 
said with laughter. “Yeah, I mean, it’s pretty crazy from where 
I grew up and so far away from playing the PGA Tour, Euro- 
pean Tour, for that matter major championships. Just to be 
here is very special, but to have a chance to win one is—yeah, 
I have to pinch myself, but that doesn’t mean I’m going to 


hold back tomorrow.” 


Hovland’s youthful visage and unfailing courtesy and golden-te- 
triever disposition belie a stone-cold vigor. You don’t reach the heights 
Hovland has without it. He needed that vigor for Sunday, as it seemed 


he was the only person in the way of what everyone wanted to see. 


It happened at the 10th. 


McIlroy holed out a bunker shot for eagle, a shot that sent shock- 
waves through St. Andrews and a shot so absurd that Scheffler looked 
back from the 11th tee and laughed. McIlroy had turned the Home 
of Golf into a home game, and from the second that 2 on 10 disap- 
peared, his opponents had to try and win the Claret Jug in front of a 
crowd that didn’t want to see them do it. It’s not that the reception to 
the rest of the field was cold, but the galleries were treating everyone 
else as minor annoyances, obstacles to a history they wanted to see 
achieved, and with their claps and yells and hearts, they were doing 


whatever they could to bring that history to life. When asked if it 
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was clear who the rooting interest was, Scheffler politely pointed out 
the obvious. “They’re chanting his name out there,” Scheffler said on 
Saturday. “How can you not root for Rory?” McIlroy finished with a 
66 to share the lead with Hovland.*° 

A Rory win seemed predestined. Every Open winner at St. Andrews 
had been within four shots of the lead after 54 holes, meaning this 
rodeo was down to four: McHroy, Hovland, Young and Smith. This 
would be Hovland’s first time in the throes of a major, and the majors 
are notoriously unkind to the inexperienced. The Camerons were 
four shots back. Rory seemed in total command of his game and the 
crowds. All week, from his hotel room at the Rusacks that overlooked 
the Old Course’s final hole, Rory would stare at the famous yellow 
leaderboard and he’d imagine the leaderboard nodding back. He was 
18 holes away from his Holy Grail and the only thing standing in his 


way was himself. 


“T just have to just stick to my game plan, stick to the process,” 
Rory said. “The more people bring up the result, the more 
I’m just going to harp on about process and sticking to my 
game plan, because that’s the only thing I can do, and P’ve 
done that well for the last three days. And it’s put me in this 


position. I just need to do it for one more day.” 


SRK ARK ARK OK KK 


From the notebook ... 


Around 5 p.m. Sunday: Some real Stewie Cink vibes from 
Smith, 


370. How Hovland managed a 66 in the face of Rory-mania remains absurd. Only possible 
answer was that Hovland’s hearing is shot from listening to all that death metal. 
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5:21 p.m. circled and underlined: Cam thinks this coronation 


is for him. 


Time unclear: Cam knows, he KNOWS. The crowd knows. 
Does Rory know? Followed by: Someone tell Rory to knock 


otf the four-corner oftense and start running the floor. 


At a time somewhere between a McIlroy miss and a Smith 
make: Smith is stone-cold. Also a psychopath. Rory needs a 
little psychopath in him. 


‘Time doesn’t matter because time is a function of a universe 
that follows laws and science and God and whatever universe 


we're in follows only a North Star of chaos: Ballgame. Cam. 


SRK ARK ARR OK KK 


Rory didn’t do what needed to be done. In the moment, his putting 
was to blame; that he failed to one-putt a single green seemed to fit 
the bill. Upon further review, his irons were just as culpable. Part of 
this might have been by design, Rory playing it safe to keep the big 
numbers at bay. Part of it was his second shots were off. He didn’t 
drop a putt because he was always just outside the makeable range. 

Then there was Smith, who made the turn in 34 and birdied the 
first five holes of the back to take the lead. Still, it came down to 
the Road Hole for both men. Playing in the group ahead of McIlroy, 
Smith’s approach at the 17th came up 20 yards short of the bunker. He 
would have to pitch to the right part of the green and hope to convert 
a 20-footer for par... Except Smith pulled his flatstick and putted 
through the bunker’s edge and pulled it off, leaving 8 feet for four. 
What should have been the nerviest stroke of his life was cleaned up 


with an ease normal humans are not supposed to possess over such a 
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length at such a moment. With Smith on the birdie-able closing hole, 
Rory needed to get his approach at 17 close to keep his hopes and the 
hopes of so many alive. He answered, leaving a 15-footer to tie things 
up. Rory’s birdie attempt looked like it was going right. For most of 
its ride it looked like it was going to be right. As it neared the hole it 
stayed left. Rory looked aggrieved. He looked pained. He looked. . . 
he looked like he had made four when he needed three. 

Smith birdied the final hole for a 64. McIlroy made par; he and 
Hovland were the only players in the top 14 who failed to shoot in the 
60s on Sunday. 

Still, this championship wasn’t handed to Smith. He intercepted it 
with a closing 30, and his par on the 17th was grit personified. It may 
not have been the finish those in town wanted, but it was a finish that 
turned Smith from a damn fine player into a tour-de-force star. 

Or should have, at least. Before the sport had the chance to wonder 
what this said about Smith and where he was going and what it all meant, 
he was asked about his interest in LIV Golf during his press conference. 
“T just won the British Open, and you're asking about that. I think that’s 
pretty not that good,” Smith said in response, a remark so awkward that 
he was pressed about his intentions with the breakaway circuit. “I don’t 
know, mate,” Smith replied. “My team around me worries about all that 
stuff. ’m here to win golf tournaments.” 

Word spread that Smith’s agent had signed him to LIV Golf earlier 
in the week. 

Por posterity, McIlroy did not finish in second. That honor belongs 
to Cam Young, who turned in a final-round 65 punctuated by an eagle 
at the final hole. 

The expanse between where he stood compared to where he came 
from was not lost on the Bronx Bomber. As a child he pictured this 
moment, putting toward sewer lids with balls made of discarded 
newspapers, and he would often get in trouble with his mother for 


attaching stolen street posts to fallen tree limbs for makeshift clubs, 
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doing his best to flight those rolled-up newspapers over and under 
and through the passing subway cars. Cam’s father would take him 
to his room, ostensibly to be punished, yet the father would then 
regale young Cam with stories of Francis Ouimet, instilling in the 
boy’s embryonic subconscious that one did not need to come from 
means to rise to the game’s highest of heights. When he would hear 
these tales Cam would look out his window, past the fire escape and 
myriad clotheslines between the river houses, and gaze into the skies. 
“Someday, Papa, I will be as bright as the stars above.” The father 
did not have the heart to tell the boy those were not stars but light 
pollution, because dreams are to be chased, not dashed. 

Now, with a T3 at the PGA Championship and silver medal at 
the Open, the boy’s dreams—and the hopes of his golf-starved bur- 
rough—were beginning to take flight. 


SRR ARK AR KOK KK 


There are hundreds of gravestones in the cemetery of St. Andrews 
Cathedral. Most lack the dactylic stanza that was bestowed to Young 
Tom, their stones marked only by a date of birth and date of death and 
a dash in between. All those years, all those experiences, somehow 
packed into a symbol. It was humbling and pierced with a slight 
sadness, and those pangs remained Sunday night, as the gloaming 
consumed St. Andrews to send this week into the past. Years from 
now this Open will be told by its result, but this result did not seem 
to encapsulate what had happened, what had been believed, what had 


been seen, and what had been felt. 


When examining this Open, few of Rory’s shots came to mind, at 
least not initially. What endured was the rapport between him and the 
galleries. He was already one of the game’s most popular figures. At 


St. Andrews, Rory turned them from spectators into something more. 
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He made them feel that they weren’t just watching history but were a 
part of it. He not just entertained but galvanized those that followed, 
and they in turn returned the favor. That energy, that bond ... even if 
the conduit is sports, there’s something special about people coming 


together to believe in something bigger than themselves. 


Earlier, I noted Tiger’s magnetism. Rory possesses a similar grav- 
itational pull, but the pull could not be more different. Tiger’s play 
willed us toward him through absolute force. Rory ... we were pulled 
toward Rory because, unlike Tiger, he allowed us in. He wanted us in. 
And what we saw is not some god or legend but a man who at times is 


so human that it hurts. On that Sunday night I wrote, 


That’s what McIlroy has done, over and over, but best encap- 
sulated at the 2019 Open at Royal Portrush, when he came 
undone after a valiant Friday charge in front of his country- 
men to make the cut came up short, and at the 2021 Ryder 
Cup, when he was brought to tears discussing his team’s belief 
in him when he didn’t have his best. Wins and defeats happen 
at every tournament, most of which are forgotten by history. 
Emotional concessions like Rory’s resonate louder and longer 
than any result could, because, while the majority of us will 
never know what it’s like to be that good at sport, pain and 


heartache are universal truths.°7! 


There is undoubtedly a sect that sees and hears the Rory adulation 
and chalks it up to some New Age, everyone-gets-a-participation-rib- 
bon philosophy. Admittedly, there are times when the Cult of Rory 
noise is deafening, when the game gives him passes that others of his 
stature are not afforded. Only that is a results-oriented perspective, 


and the older you get the more you realize results are secondary. The 


371. Ed. note: Whew. 
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sense of victory is fleeting, nothing more than empty calories. Bor- 
rowing from Mcllroy’s parlance, it’s not about ultimately attaining the 
grail; the secret lies in the quest itself. It is there where moments are 
made. I’m not sure anyone of this generation creates as many moments 


as Rory McHroy. 


The truth is the 2022 Open will be just a date forgotten by history, 
and most of its competitors will be marked by a dash. Ultimately, the 
dash doesn’t matter because life and its experiences and moments 
cannot be packed into a dash. Future generations won’t know or care 
what happened, but those who watched and felt this Open know it 
was something that cannot be forgotten. 

Of course, there are those whose impact is so great that a dash 
wont do. Driving to the airport Monday morning, Young Tom’s 


epitaph echoed as the Auld Grey Toon disappeared from sight... 


His many amiable qualities 


Being no less acknowledged than his golfing achievements. 


Cam Smith won the 2022 Open, but he was not its champ. 


LEADERS 


Chapter 11 


Change and Hope 
by: Joel Beall 


E« the beer cans were sweating on a toasty Saturday in the 


pastoral hills of New Jersey. A congresswoman stood on the 
porch of a makeshift suite and led the crowd in their chant, “FOUR 
MORE YEARS!” Standing next to her was the former President of 
the United States, basking in the adulation in a red hat and white shirt, 
acknowledging the request of his supporters with a raised fist. Another 
political chant ensued, this one insulting the current President of the 
United States, which brought laughs and smiles to the former POTUS 
and current congresswoman and the general collection of parvenus 
huddled in the suite. It was a scene not dissimilar to the campaign 
rallies that have engulfed the man at the center of all this attention for 


the better part of the past decade. 


Only this was not billed as a political gathering but a golf tour- 
nament, and should there be any doubt—and during this particular 
week, doubt was rampant—there was a tee box adjacent to the make- 
shift suite where player after player would turnstile through, tempo- 


rarily interrupting the rally as they attempted to hold their approaches 
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on a green some 200 yards away. The crowd would quiet, the golfers 
would swing, the golfers would depart, the rally would ensue. 

They were loud, give them that. Louder than their numbers suggest, 
perhaps taking their cue from the banners draped across the property 
which proclaimed, “GOLF BUT LOUDER.” But amid the perpetual 
buzz there were moments of calm, and cutting through that silence 
another voice could be heard. This howl came from the 18th green at 
the Bedminster course, no more than 60 yards from where the crowd 
gathered, and it belonged to a PA announcer who sounded like he 
had Red Bull coursing through his veins. The announcer sounded 
like most stadium hype men—“Get on your feet!” and “Is everyone 
having a good time?!” and “Who wants a free t-shirt?!”’—but what- 


ever he said was always punctuated by the same ending. 


“Welcome again to LIV Golf! The FUTURE of golf... 
IS HERE!” 


Three weeks later, two dozen of the best golfers in the world met at 
the Hotel duPont in downtown Wilmington, a location, oddly enough, 
where the current President of the United States launched his polit- 
ical candidacy 50 years ago. For months these players, still affiliated 
with the PGA Tour, had been discussing what they could do to both 
solidify their league while staving off the LIV threat, especially as 
their opponent was gaining formidability by the week. The leaders of 
the group—in consultation with outside advisors and Tour leadership 
to varying degrees—felt they had the answer, one that called for a 
systematic overhaul of their tour’s current infrastructure. Parts of the 
plan were still conceptual, but the foundation was there and it was the 
response they and the Tour desperately needed. 

It was supposed to be a secret meeting but meetings of such gravity 
never remain secret, at least not for very long, and soon fans were 


tracking the private jet of a certain 46-year-old Jupiter restauranter 
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from Florida to Philadelphia.*? The gathering happened on Tuesday 
of BMW Championship week, and though outwardly the group 
abided by an oath of omerta, by the weekend No Laying Up pieced 
together a comprehensive report of the meeting, detailing who was in 
attendance, what took place, and most importantly what the hope was 
going forward. Days later at the Tour Championship, commissioner 
Jay Monahan announced dramatic and sweeping changes to the Tour 
and its schedule to incentivize the game’s top talent to remain, with 


those changes to be implemented immediately. 


The future of golf was here. 


SRK ARK AR KOK KK 


The weeks after majors are usually quiet, and the roadmap of the 
golf calendar in the PGA-to-May era is supposed to allow for a coffee 
break of sorts between the Open and the playoffs. At least for the 
diehards; general fans tend to view this period as an exit ramp to the 
beginning of football and the second half of the baseball season. This 
yeat afforded no such recess. 

Just hours after Cam Smith had christened the Claret Jug with Birra 
Moretti, news spread that LIV had another high-profile signee, this 
latest acquisition not a player but a personality in NBC Sports analyst 
David Feherty. In the industry it was a move that had all the accoutre- 
ments of other LIV jumpers. Now in his 60s, Feherty had lost some 
heat on his fastball, and a cursory glance on Twitter (tough crowd, 
that Twitter) revealed his schtick had blown past its expiration date. 
However, unlike many of LIV’s past-theit-prime players, there remained 
an audience for Feherty. Hell, it’s not a stretch to think Feherty (outside 
of Nantz) is the game’s most popular media broadcaster to the average 
372. If you ever worry that spending so much time and energy and emotion on a game is 


no way to go through life, remember that there are folks who channel that same time and 
energy and emotion into tracking private jets, and you'll feel better about yourself. 
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viewer. Ironically the colorful Feherty, long seen as an iconoclast to 
golf commentary’s stiff, self-referential approach, conferred a degree of 
professionalism to a booth in need of exactly that. 

The exodus to LIV didn’t end there. Two days later on Wednesday, 
July 20, LIV announced that Jason Kokrak was all-in. So too was... 
Charles Howell III? [checks notes] Yes, Charles Howell III. Rounding 
out the trio was Henrik Stenson. The former Open champ, you may 
recall, had to promise he wouldn’t leave for the start-up league when 
taking the reins as European Ryder Cup captain, which is why the 
response from Team Europe was swift: “In light of decisions made by 
Henrik in relation to his personal circumstances, it has become clear 
that he will not be able to fulfill certain contractual obligations to 
Ryder Cup Europe that he had committed to prior to his announce- 
ment as captain on Tuesday March 15, 2022, and it is therefore not 
possible for him to continue in the role of captain.” In a lengthy note 
he put on social media that can best be described by the “I ain’t reading 
all that/I’m happy for u tho/Or sorry that happened” meme, Stenson 
accepted the decision while deflecting blame and feigning ignorance. 
There’s a lot to unpack from that U-Haul, which we'll get to shortly. 

Finally, in an act that was either wildly petty or brazenly obtuse, 
LIV announced the Chainsmokers would perform at its Trump Bed- 
minster event.°7 

In non-LIV matters: Rory fans, battling a mean case of spiritual 
malaise in the days following The Open, did not see their disposi- 
tions improve when a video of Rory from the 2014 Dunhill Links 
resurfaced. The clip showed Rory attempting the same circumvent- 
ing-the-Road-Hole-bunker putt that Cam pulled off to aplomb, only 
the Ulsterman’s ball found the sand. It wasn’t so much rubbing salt in 
the wound as reopening the wound, pouring a gallon of bleach over the 
cut, and stitching it back up with barbed wire. In slightly more upbeat 


news, the World Golf Hall of Fame announced it was moving to Pine- 


373. Alas, they ultimately canceled and were rebooked for Trump Doral. 
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hurst in 2024, which is where it originated in the 70s before moving to 
St. Augustine in the late 90s. “Upbeat” because Halls are supposed to 
be destination sites, and the St. Augustine setup wasn’t that. Hopefully 
the new confines give it the gravitas and juice it deserves. 

Oh yes, there was a PGA Tour event, too. The 3M Open wasn’t 
the easiest of sells; according to Data Golf, it had the worst strength 
of field (discounting alternate events) on Tour in 2022, a byproduct of 
that mean Edinburgh-to-Minneapolis commute. The tournament was 
not without highlights. Former tennis player, Minnesota native, and 
plus-three handicap Mardy Fish received a sponsor exemption and 
posted 81-74. There’s a vocal contingent opposed to these celebrity 
spots, that see them as cheap stunts and an affront to the competitive 
spirit of the professional game. Which I get and somewhat agree with 
but . . . listen man, there’s only so much outrage I can muster, and 
it’s not going to be on the Tony Romo types shooting 76s at low-key 
tournaments. If anything the Tour should lean into these exemptions 
more often. It’s golf’s answer to the “there should be a normal person 
competing in each event to show how ridiculous these athletes are” 


idea that manifests during every Olympics. 


Former Ryder Cupper Jeff Overton played in his first Tour round 
in five-and-a-half years, an absence caused by a life-threatening infec- 
tion after an injection for a herniated disc went wrong. What should 
have been a routine procedure left Overton bedridden and in need of 


an in-home nurse. 


“You're struggling for your life, and you’re just wanting to 
get through to where you're somewhat OK,” Overton said 
after his opening-round 77. “Then after a year or two goes 
by, you’re just, like, ‘I may never get to do my dream again’ 
That was hard. You’te seeing different doctors, like, ‘Am I 


going to make a full recovery?’ But here we are. And it was 
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definitely emotional, definitely teared up a couple times out 
there.” Overton said he didn’t pick up a club for two years 
and didn’t start swinging his driver again until six months 
prior to his 3M start. With that context, his 77-73 total was 
one hell of a start. “You’ve got to start somewhere, for sure,” 


Overton said. “I’m just excited to be here.” 


I'd be remiss if I failed to mention that Hideki dumped an entire 
sleeve of balls at TPC Sod Farm’s par-5 18th and somehow salvaged 
a quadruple 9 on the hole only to withdraw at the end of the day. Or 
that Scott Piercy took a four-shot lead into Sunday despite playing the 
third round in mostly one shoe. Piercy developed a blister on his heel 
and couldn’t get treatment in time when returning from a weather 
delay, so he walked the course with his right shoe in his hand, only 
putting it on when hitting shots. This performance should have been 
dubbed the “Shoe Game” but wasn’t because 1. It was the 3M Open 
and 2. It was Piercy, a player known for sharing homophobic and 
deep-state conspiracy theories on Instagram in 2020 who is, uh, not 
beloved behind the scenes. 

Piercy, after increasing his lead to five, imploded, playing the final 
11 holes 7 over. Filling the void was Finau. Big Tone made four birdies 
in a six-hole stretch on the back to take the lead, then survived a seri- 
ously airmailed tee shot on the par-3 17th that banked off the grand- 
stands and avoided water. Finau did hit into the water on the 18th but 


saved bogey to close out a comfortable three-shot win. 


“T was just chasing all day, that’s all I remember. Really all 
week,” Finau said after a closing 67. “I made some really crucial 
putts when I really needed them. Then a little bit of some 
heroics on the stretch on 17 and 18. A crazy bounce on 17. I 
called bank in the air, so I think that cancels everything out, 


but I did get a great bounce there and I took advantage of that.” 
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Finau has long been the proof of concept that an upper echelon 
player isn’t defined by wins alone. The game is too good and too deep 
for that to be the standard. In that same breath, Finau’s talents begged 
for more victories than his career total of two. Because this came 
against a weak field in the shadow of the Open it’s easy to reject this 
as validation of that talent and where it might take him. But that’s 
what it was, validation, and any misgivings to that were dismissed 
when Finau went back-to-back the following week in Detroit. With 
Finau, no one has ever doubted his ceiling was high, it was more of 
a question whether he had the ladder to reach those heights. The 3M 
Open and subsequent Rocket Mortgage Classic are far from elevated 
stature, yet they showed that Finau does have a ladder in tow, and is 


ready to make the climb. 


Suppose I should have added a SPOILER ALERT to that previous 
paragraph, because Finau would capture the Rocket Mortgage Classic 
the following week. However, that is the extent of my RMC coverage. 
This is not to slight the tournament that in the past few years has given 
us Bryson apologizing to Donald Ross for the Beef Boy’s newfound 
distance, Bryson berating a cameraman, Bryson’s caddie ditching him 
on the eve of the tournament, and Phil threatening never to return 
after a local newspaper reported on Lefty’s gambling ties to a dead 


mobster. It’s just that in my neck of the woods, the circus was in town. 


SRK ARK ARR OK KK 


We have to start somewhere, so let’s start with the comedians. 
To LIV’s, uh, credit I suppose, each week they trot out a handful of 
players to face the media knowing there will be questions asked to 
which there ate no answers. The dynamic was no different at LIV’s 
third event, held in Bedminster, N.J. Against the outcry regarding 


Saudi Arabia’s connections to the 9/11 terrorist attacks (two of which 
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happened down the road at the World Trade Center), Stenson offered 
his sympathies to victims’ families early in the week but nothing 
more. When asked about the lack of gay rights in Saudi Arabia, Paul 
Casey, a former UNICEF ambassador, said he didn’t know enough to 
comment. Not exactly the normal back-and-forth seen at the Travel- 
ers Championship. So when things get awkward and contentious and 
cold, a LIV emcee will direct the next question to a group of pseudo 
comics who have been credentialed as media to cut the tension. Here 


are some of those very real questions. 


To Stenson: “You have won Swedish golfer of the year five 
times. Because of that, do you think you could help get IKEA 
as a sponsor for LIV, and could you give me some free fur- 


niture?” 


To Poulter: “This question is for lan. How many strokes do 


you gain per round by wearing plaid pants, and can you break 
80 in khakis?” 


To Westy: “I notice that your wife is caddying for you some- 
times. If you have a bad round, are you sleeping on the couch 


ot do you have to get a separate hotel room?” 


On the surface, this may not seem to matter. To some it probably 
doesn’t. Yet it’s worth noting because to an intensified degree, this was 
a week, and an operation, driven by a riptide of orchestration.” 

Untenable a proposition as it may be, let’s suspend the ethical and 


moral entanglements of LIV Golf, if only for a second, in order to 


374. For what it’s worth these were not the same people who asked Cam Young about 
growing up on the mean streets of the Bronx. 

375. One thing from the early-week press conferences that didn't fit in the above but would 
hate for it to go unsaid: CH3 contending his move to LIV was not about money, a remark 
that caused a poor cameraman sitting in front of me to almost swallow his toothpick. 
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evaluate what was presented at Bedminster. For all the noise and angst 
and division this entity has generated, little of its conversation has 
been on the product. And that’s important, because eventually the 
drama will abate and the disruption will become normalized. At some 
point, LIV Golf will no longer be able to ride its hype and hoopla. At 
some point, LIV Golf’s product needs to speak for itself. 

I say product, and that’s a clear delineation from “golf.” Because 
after a week with LIV, it’s uncertain if golf is the product being sold 
or if LIV is merely a vehicle for something else.?” 

For the consumer, there are attractions to the in-person LIV expe- 
rience, none more so than player intimacy and access. There weren’t 
many fans in Bedminster; depending on who you ask, this was 1. 
By design, the organizers only wanted a limited crowd on site, 2. A 
consequence of the opposition to the LIV and its backers, or 3. A 
sign that word about a new professional golf league hasn’t reached 
the masses. Even on the weekend, when the crowds multiplied Fri- 
day’s turnout, the amount of fans that followed LIV’s big names like 
Bryson, Brooks, DJ, and Phil looked like a gallery watching rank-and- 
file players on the PGA Tout. 

Whatever the reason, the sheer lack of people around 99 percent 
of the property meant that those in attendance got a front row, unob- 
structed seat for any and every player on (almost) every hole and shot. 
The sounds, from player-caddie conversations to the ambrosial clack of a 
pured 7-iron, had a clarity that is lost among bigger crowds and that most 
television mics fail to capture. You could not just see a player’s reaction of 
frustration, delight, or apathy, or watch their wheels turn when trying to 
solve the problem that stood before him .. . but you could also feel it. The 
rope lines hugged fairways and greens—there were no real marshals to 
speak of—the only governor between fan and player was that unspoken 
angel-in-the-middle agreement, and for the most part fans abided by this 


contract. Even when it was violated, players didn’t seem to mind. 


376. Again, putting aside the whole sportswashing catalyst. 
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About that. Most professional golfers are inward-facing, which is 
fine. However, at times this can make fans feel like voyeurs, and the 
desire to watch someone go to work competes with the feeling that 
this person would prefer if you’d avert your eyes elsewhere, or even 
just leave him or her alone altogether. At LIV Bedminster I witnessed 
more personal, positive player-fan interactions than I have at any golf 
event over the past decade, and a lot of these connections came from 
players who aren’t exactly known as fan-friendly personalities. I lost 
count of the number of times Bryson dished out fist-bumps or stopped 
for photos or traded banter with those that followed him. On the ninth 
hole on Saturday, he stopped for a considerable amount of time to chat 
with a man confined to a wheelchair before departing to the 10th, 
and given there wasn’t a cameraman or photographer in sight, I feel 
confident in relaying this wasn’t for show. It wasn’t just Bryson, either. 
Every player seemed to be on his best behavior—with fans, with staff, 
with each other. Above I used the word “orchestration.” That term can 
be loaded and sometimes the negative connotation is warranted. Here, 
T’m not so sure. Maybe there was a mandate for players to go out of 
their way toward fans, or perhaps it was the ease that comes with guar- 
anteed paydays and signing bonuses that rival the GDP of some coun- 
tries. Whether those interactions were authentic or contrived doesn’t 
matter to most fans. They’re just appreciative they got a moment. 

Attending is cheap; most concession prices are half that of Tour 
stops, and tickets could be had for a couple bucks on secondary market 
sellers. The fan zone was replete with all the amusements you’d want 
for kids and non-golf spouses and friends attending the proceedings. 
The music that blares throughout the course during play, well, most 
people actually seemed to dig it. It was unexpectedly cathartic. In 
the current sports landscape the common fan is often pushed aside 
as sports leagues kowtow to corporate sponsors. At Bedminster, the 


common fan felt heard.?” 


377. Ed. note: Ironic considering, you know, Golf But Louder. 
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The problem—and this is a pretty damn big problem—is that while 
LIV nailed the stylings and spangles of a professional league, it doesn’t 
have the substance. If the draw is the competition, well, the compe- 
tition falls woefully short. Watching a handful of in-their-prime stars 
go against 40-odd names that qualify as has-beens or never-wases is 
not entertaining to the avid fan. And while more marquee players will 
eventually defect, that dynamic will mostly remain. The team compo- 
nent, which is what LIV believes will give it staying power, was lost 
on fans at Bedminster. There are breadcrumbs being laid to make 
these clubs regionally-centric with sponsors attached, and when that 
day comes to pass maybe the team angle will have some juice. But as 
constituted, fans had no idea which teams were which let alone who 
was actually on those teams. No one seemed attached to an outcome 
because it was unclear what was on the line. 

Hell, most did not seem interested in what was going on inside 
the ropes, period. Maybe that was because they did not recognize 
most of the players at the event, sure, but overall the vibe didn’t 
feel like a golf tournament, more like the early hours of a music fes- 
tival: There are performers on stage and they te jamming away, yet 
the crowd isn’t hanging on every note, content to let those sounds 
serve as background noise to conversation. Or to put it another 
way, it felt like half the crowd went out for a nature walk and just 
happened upon men playing golf. I hate to lean into this common 
criticism of LIV but have to because it was true at Bedminster: it 
felt like an exhibition. 

You know what? That’s OK. A good number of folks at sporting 
events are only there for social purposes, and as mentioned above 
LIV understands how to cater to that contingent. Let diehard golf 
fans watch true competition on other circuits, let those looking for 
something to do on the weekend come watch whatever is being played 
for out here. This might not be professional golf, but it is golf, and if 


someone finds it worth their time, have at it. 
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Except... those ethical and moral complexities can only be sus- 
pended for so long. Kinda hard to keep that at bay when there are 
multiple protests of 9/11 families, indignant that golfers are willing 
to be pawns for a country with connections to the terrorist attacks 
that took their loved ones. Or when someone as well-traveled and 
well-read as Casey can’t answer a question about the persecution of 
the LGBTQ community in a place he’s already condemned.** Or 
that what single-handedly spurred this league into existence is not for 
the better of sport but to better the plight and standing of a regime. 
Or when players insist they’re not politicians to inquiries that have 
nothing to do with politics but rather with basic human rights. 

Every sports league and every big business has its ethical storm 
clouds. Each requires a concession of sorts from us, how much of the 
proverbial storm we’re willing to weather against our conscience. It 
sucks to articulate but it’s the truth; with clear eyes on what’s what, 
it’s impossible to stay dry. But LIV... fuck man, this is a category 5 
hurricane of entanglement. Forget staying dry; you’re drenched before 
you walk out the door. 

Should any objection remain about that entanglement—that golf is 
not necessarily the product but potentially a vessel for something else— 
the rebuttal was on full display at Bedminster, as the presence of former 
President Donald Trump turned the three-day event into a campaign 
rally. The Trump-LIV relationship is unapologetically straightforward: 
The Saudis see Trump as a conduit of political influence, possibly to the 
future presidency; Trump, after being iced out by the R&A, PGA of 
America, and PGA Tour, has a golf entity not only willing to visit his 


properties but paying him ridiculous amounts of money to do so. 


378. “It just didn't sit well with me,’ Casey said in March 2019 when declining to play in 
the Saudi International. “I've not talked too much about it and I'm not sure I want to, but 
certainly signing a deal and being paid to be down there... I would be a hypocrite if I did 
that. Anybody who says sport isn't political, that’s rubbish. Sport is very political. I’m glad 
I took a stance, more so if it highlights the issues within the region, especially next door 
in Yemen. I've seen the numbers. In Yemen, 22 million people are facing starvation, 11.5 
million of them kids. I didn’t want anything I do to get in the way of a great organization 
like UNICEF’ 
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No matter your thoughts on Trump, it’s fair to say that when he’s 
involved everyone and everything else takes a backseat. Wherever he 
went at Bedminster the crowd followed. Mostly he held court at a suite 
adjacent to the clubhouse on the 16th tee where supporters chanted 
his name throughout the afternoons. He was joined by Marjorie 
Taylor Greene, the controversial congresswoman from Georgia who 
has advocated countless conspiracy theories. At one point Phil cut in 
front of the 16th tee, making his way from the 18th green to the first 
tee, and no one seemed to notice. Their focus instead was on cheering 
the former president that was in their midst 

Yes, this was Trump’s course. He has his backers. But whatever 
your leanings, it is disturbingly odd that a golf tournament would be 
a front for a political convention. Amazingly that position was shared 
by a number of LIV folks, multiple sources told me. Already fight- 
ing an uphill battle to prove this circuit’s legitimacy—particularly 
to potential sponsors and media partners—the impromptu MAGA 
demonstration didn’t exactly scream “professional sports league.” 


Even for LIV, this did not seem like the spectacle promised. 


I guess not all orchestrations go to plan. 


There were four player-specific observations/takeaways from 


Bedminster.2” 


* Bubba. He was announced as the latest defector during 
Bedminster, although he won’t play until 2023 due to 
injury. It wasn’t a surprise, considering he was in that 
kickass Dennis Quaid hype video LIV released in June 
and that he fits the 40-something, former major winner 
LIV archetype. Nevertheless, Bubba had enjoyed a reputa- 

379. Because there's nowhere else to put this, it’s worth noting that NBA HOFer and TNT 


analyst Charles Barkley publicly flirted with a LIV broadcasting deal and played in the Bed- 
minster pro-am, only to decide to stay with Inside the NBA for a reported seven-figure deal. 
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tional revival over the past five years, opening up about his 
mental health battles and acting as a vocal advocate for the 
women’s game. To see where he was, from where he had 
been, to making a decision that potentially erased it all... 


it’s a bummer when good things go bad. 


* Brooks. Of all the big names to leave, it felt like Brooks’ 
bounce wasn’t given its due.%° Outwardly it felt like the 
most interesting of the moves, too, the ultimate gamer 
and golf’s gladiator becoming nothing more than a barn- 
stormer. This was also the guy who took pride in not being 
told what to do by anyone joining a series backed by people 
who absolutely and unequivocally tell everyone what to do. 
When he missed the cut at The Open I wondered if we 
were watching someone at odds with himself, resigned to 
the fact he had become the very person he swore he’d never 
be. After following him for a few days in Bedminster and 
from things I #eathered, I think his decision ultimately 
boiled down to the fear that his body had betrayed him 
long before he let on, that the Brooks Koepka, Destroyer 
of Worlds that had been on display at majors for the past 
five years might be gone and not coming back. So when he 
was offered a buttload of money he took it before anyone 


was the wiser. 


* Reed. Golf’s lone wolf looked like he was part of a pack 
with LIV. I came away thinking Reed was happier, and 
he told me he found the support he received from LIV 
“refreshing.” His past, which was always kept alive in the 


present, was now overshadowed by all the concerns of LIV 


380. Which is objectively hilarious; the guy who complained about always being disre- 
spected is disrespected even when he defects. 
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and thus he was allowed to play unburdened in a way he 
hasn’t since Torrey in ‘21. Reed has always just wanted to be 
a golfer, and at LIV he could be just that. 


Then there was Henrik Stenson. A week after being stripped of 
his European Ryder Cup captaincy, the Iceman finished first among 
the 48 players who went 54 holes at Bedminster. Stenson also finished 
second in the team event with his fellow Englishmen*? Ian Poulter, 
Lee Westwood, and Sam Horsfield, bringing his haul for the week to 
$4,375,000 along with whatever signing bonus he earned. Stenson said 
he was proud of what he did, and yet it doesn’t feel like any of the ques- 
tions surrounding him were ever really answered. Golf is a game that’s 
supposedly built on integrity, and in the span of a week Stenson had 
destroyed some of his by breaking his word regarding the Ryder Cup. 

When introduced as the European Ryder Cup captain in March, 
Stenson was asked multiple times about his loyalty, and multiple times 
he said he wasn’t going to LIV. True, Stenson is not the only player to 
say one thing and do the opposite, but those players were speaking of 
themselves. Stenson was supposed to be speaking for a team, a tour, 
a continent. Not only did he turn his back on them, at Bedminster 
he deflected blame—“TI don’t feel like Pve given it up. I made every 
arrangement possible here to be able to fulfill my captain’s duties, and 
I’ve had great help here from LIV to be able to do that. And still, the 
decision was made that I was to be removed”—knowing very well the 
consequences of his actions. 

Throughout the week but especially on Sunday, I thought of Stenson 
compared to what Homa said earlier in the summer on a No Laying 
Up podcast about LIV. About how Homa’s hopes and dreams can’t 


be bought. Stenson had asserted how much his captaincy meant. “It’s 


381. Shortly after I wrote this, Reed started suing everyone in sight so perhaps I misread 
that one. 

382. Yes, Stenson is from Sweden, but a LIV press release referred to Stenson as English. 
Apparently even your nationality is for sale to LIV. 
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a huge honor as you know, and just looking back at, you know, being 
a junior back in Sweden, back in the day, watching Seve and Olazabal 
play in the Ryder Cup; and then having that dream of one day playing 
in the Ryder Cup and I managed to achieve that dream and do it mul- 
tiple times, and then getting the question of leading Team Europe, it’s 
beyond the dreams, really,’ Stenson said back in March. Once a man 
breaks trust so egregiously, it becomes increasingly difficult to take 
anything else he says seriously, but assuming those sentiments came 
from the heart ... that was a costly $4.3 million win. 

That sort of sums it up, doesn’t it? At LIV Golf, there are millions 
to be made playing golf that doesn’t seem to matter. At the Ryder Cup, 
there is no money involved at all, although that’s the point: what’s on 


the line can’t be bought. 


SRK ARK AR KOK BK 


It had to lead to here. The things that had been said and the things 
that had been done signaled as much. Promised as much. For both 
sides were turning a corner that can’t be walked back around. And yet 
that expectation did little to blunt the arrival. Phil, Bryson, and nine 
other LIV players filed an antitrust lawsuit against the PGA Tour. 

As the Tour prepared for its regular-season finale in Greensboro, 
N.C., a 105-page complaint found its way into the U.S. District Court 
for the Northern District of California. The 11 players challenged 
their suspensions by the Tour for defecting to the Saudi-backed 
circuit. Three of those in the lawsuit—the law firm of Gooch, Swaf- 
ford, and Jones—sought a temporary restraining order that would 
allow them to play the FedEx Cup Playoffs, set to begin the following 
week. “The purpose of this action is to strike down the PGA Tout’s 
anticompetitive rules and practices that prevent these indepen- 
dent-contractor golfers from playing when and where they choose,” 


the complaint alleges. 
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Most of those hundred or so pages were procedural,** yet they were 


not short on revelations. The biggies... 


¢ Philhad already been suspended by the Tour back in March 
ptior to his defection to LIV for, among other things, 
attempting to recruit members. Interestingly enough, his 
suspension came the day after his name was withdrawn 
from the Masters field. 

¢ Bryson had already signed a contract prior to Phil’s “scary 
motherfuckers” comments. Bryson issued two different 
statements in Feb., the first refuting reports that he had 
signed with LIV, the other saying he was staying with the 
Tour in the wake of Phil’s fallout. 

¢ Alleging Augusta National Golf Club chairman Fred 
Ridley had tried to persuade golfers not to join LIV.%** 

* That the then-Euro Tour and its CEO Keith Pelley were 
interested in LIV’s fit with the Euro Tour but rejected the 
offer after pressure from the PGA Tour. 


Juicy as those tidbits were, they don’t surpass the basic notion that 
Phil—after all the damage he had already inflicted upon his reputation— 
decided to go deeper into the crevasse. Phil can say it’s about players’ 
rights and that he’s fighting for a greater good, except that there’s little 
evidence in the three decades he was on Tour that he worked and collab- 
orated with his colleagues to improve their league. The only situation he 
ever worked to improve was his own. Besides, whatever his arguments 
were with the Tour, he made his decision and got paid handsomely for it. 
Go in peace. Why he couldn’t, and why he was attempting to take down 


the institution that gave him so much was a point of great consternation. 


383. My big takeaway from golf in 2022 is that my efforts in college to obtain a minor in 
history should have been spent in law and public policy instead. 

384. As one Augusta National source relayed after the filing of the lawsuit: Know a good 
way to get curbed by ANGC? Bring ANGC into a lawsuit. 
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But that presumes a man with a working sense of right and 
wrong, and this man—at least this version of him—was bereft of a 
moral compass. 

Against the small inconvenience of its former players receiving 
backing from a monarchical country that was attempting to sue 
the Tour out of existence, the Wyndham Championship went on. 

There’s a bit of story repetitiveness with the regular-season 
finale, following the same script every season: a half-dozen or so 
players are fighting for their card, and every shot means the dif- 
ference between living the good life next year or being demoted. 
The narrative was somewhat different this year; because all the 
LIV players were now suspended, more than just the top 125 on 
the FedEx Cup list would keep their cards. Still, there remained 
dramatic exits: Sitting at No. 125, Austin Smotherman was T5 after 
Round 1, had a disappointing Round 2 that got delayed into Satur- 
day morning, and doubled his 36th hole to miss the cut and move 
outside the FedEx bubble. Needing a birdie to reach the postsea- 
son, Justin Lower three-putted the 72nd green. When the Tout’s 
meritocracy is discussed, it’s usually done so in romantic terms. 
On this side of the spectrum, however, meritocracy is stripped of 
refinement and nuance. Cannibalistic. Absolutely and unequivo- 
cally merciless.*°° 

That goes for caddies too. Zalatoris split with his looper Ryan 
Goble in the middle of the tournament. When explaining his decision 
over the weekend, Zalatoris seemed legitimately upset. “It was the 
toughest decision I’ve had to make in my golf career. Ryan’s a brother 
for life. We’ve kind of had a rough month together and it was starting 
to affect our relationship. I know guys say that when they split, but it 


really was. We were guys that we would love to have dinner together 


385. “Admirable’” is not the right word, but at least DJ, Brooks, and Reed had the decency 
not to possibly screw over their former colleagues via lawsuit. 

386.Well, not totally merciless: After the next wave of LIV defectors following East Lake, 
Lower and Smotherman retained their cards and status for the following season. 
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and hang out ... What was going on on the course was starting to 
bleed off the course and that’s not what you want. He’s an incredible 
friend, I love him to death, and I told him I had to do what’s best for 
me.” It was definitely a shock. With runner-up finishes at the PGA 
and U.S. Open and a T6 at the Masters, Zalatoris did not fit the profile 
of a player looking to shake things up. The following week, however, 
would prove how right he was. 

The last player into the playoffs was Rickie Fowler, despite not 
logging a finish better than T21 since October. Days later, Fowler 
would part with caddie Joe Skovron ahead of the FedEx St. Jude 
Championship. “It was a team decision,’ Fowler told the AP. 
“Decided to go different ways. It could be the best option currently. 
By no means does this mean it’s the end of the road. He’s like a big 
brother to me.” Once as high as No. 4 in the OWGR, Fowler was 
down to No. 167. 

A surprisingly emotional Nick Faldo signed off from the CBS 
broadcast after 16 years in the booth. “I was in a boat in Ireland, and 
they gave me a call and said, ‘How would you like to sit next to Jim 
Nantz?’ and I literally fell out the boat, I really did. That was 2006, 
and here we are,” Faldo said at the broadcast’s end. “Thank you all. 
Tm a single child, but I’ve found these three brothers.*” Thank you. 
Thank you. I’m ready.” 


The week ultimately belonged to Tom Kim, who boat-raced the 
Wyndham field by five. The 20-year-old had earned special temporary 
status on Tour through a third-place finish at the Scottish Open and 
had already proved his showing there wasn’t an aberration by finish- 


ing seventh in Detroit. But this was a different type of special. 


A few notes from his breakthrough. 


387. Frank Nobilo, Jim Nantz, lan Baker-Finch. 
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* Hewas the first player to make quadruple bogey on the first 
hole of an event and go on to win the tournament,** and 
only the fifth player to ever make a quad and win. 

* He shot a 27 (I!!) on the front Sunday en route to a 61, the 
first player to shoot 61 on Sunday and win since Rory at the 
2019 Canadian Open. 

* He was the first player born in the 2000s (!!) to win on 
Tour. 

¢ At 20 he was the second-youngest winner on tour since 
1932, trailing only... Jordan Spieth. 

* His given name is Joo-hyung, but he bequeathed himself 
the nickname “Thomas” because he was a fan of the 
show Thomas the Train as a kid. Kim later said he almost 


2 


went with “Buzz Lightyear,” which, talk about a miss. 
“T was a big Toy Story fan, so I almost named myself 
Buzz Lightyear. That was a close one, there’s a few more 
... but Buzz Lightyear was probably the closest one to 


‘Thomas.’’289 


Did we mention Bryson did an interview with Tucker Carlson? 
And that Bryson contextualized the LIV-PGA battle with a pizza 
analogy? “I heard this earlier this week. You have a pizza shop 
that’s been in existence for 50 years. And all the customers go to 
it and it’s a great product. All of a sudden, a new pizza shop opens 
up, tight,” DeChambeau told Carlson. “And they start paying the 
customers to come eat at their place, and that pizza is potentially 
a little bit better of a pizza, right? And then, all of a sudden, that 
original pizza house goes, ‘If you go over there, we’re banning you 
from ever coming back to our pizza shop.’ What’s wrong with that 
economic model?” 

388. Since 1983, when hole-by-hole stats were first kept. 


389. Imagine the victory calls Nantz would have cooked up for Buzz Lightyear Kim. 
390. The only thing wrong with that economic model is that it doesn’t work economically. 
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Now, did those comments bring into question Bryson’s grasp of 
the situation®" or finances or how businesses work? Sure. Did he have 
a look on his face that read, “Fucking nailed that!” after he said 

what he said? Yes. Did Carlson’s face seem to 

say, “This is the guy who compared 

NL AN himself to Albert Einstein and Isaac 
BA D Newtone” Of course. Is Bryson the 


first person to call it a “pizza shop” 


instead of a restaurant or place or joint 
ot parlor? That too. And did Joel Dahmen 
tweet, I tried a new pizza place, should I sue 
the old one?! He did. But the thing is... no, 
I think that’s all of it. 

In other oddities (or perhaps not given the players involved), Gary 
Player indicated on Twitter that his son Marc was selling his tro- 
phies and memorabilia without his consent. Marc, through a lawyer, 
responded, “You cannot take back what no longer belongs to you,” 
This was three months after another one of Gary’s sons, Wayne, 
called me to explain he had been banned from Augusta National for 
his antics during Lee Elder’s honorary starters ceremony. All of which 
is to say, I have no idea what type of ratings The Squeeze does for the 
Golf Channel, but guessing a reality show on the Player family would 
do just as well.2%° 

Speaking of reality shows, we had the pleasure of watching, via 
Zoom, the temporary restraining order motion that would allow 
Gooch, Swafford, and Jones to play in the Tour’s postseason in the 
U.S. District Court in San Jose. I do mean show; LIV’s attorneys 


were so comically inept** that the question was raised multiple times 


391. Perhaps strangest of all, Bryson’s analogy makes it seem like he believes he was for- 
merly the PGA Tour's... customer? 

392. Ed. note: Sick! 

393. If I'm invited back for Normal Sport, Vol. IIIl'm dedicating an entire chapter to the time 
Tom Watson accused Player of cheating during a Thanksgiving skins game. 

394. Guessing Bryson heard the pizza analogy from one of these attorneys. 
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whether they were purposefully throwing the hearing. At various 


points during the motion LIV’s lawyers .. . 


* Called the FedEx Cup the “Super Bowl of golf,’ which, 
holy shit. 

* Said money won in LIV tournaments is “recouped against 
contracts” which is the opposite of what LIV had said and 
has maintained about its prize money.** 

* Referred to Gooch, Swafford, and Jones as “these three poor 
kids.” Jones is 42. They’ve made a combined $36 million in 
their careers. 

* Noted the Arnold Palmer Invitational is played in Ohio. 
It’s in Florida. 

* Noted the Saudi International is played in “Riyadh or 
Jeddah.” It’s in King Abdullah Economic City. 

* Revealed that all 48 spots for next year’s LIV league are full. 


It wasn’t a flawless performance from the Tour either, as its rep- 
resentatives claimed the LIV Golf event at Trump Bedminster had 
more “elite” players than the field at the Rocket Mortgage Classic 
while Judge Beth Freeman*® remarked that the amount of players 
that had defected was “remarkable.” Still, it went as badly as it possibly 
could have gone for LIV. “These LIV contracts lock up these players 
in ways the PGA Tour never imagined. They are so restrictive,” Judge 
Freeman said, at one point joking that one day the PGA Tour could be 
the one suing LIV for antitrust violations. After a two-hour hearing, 


Judge Freeman denied the motion, ruling in favor of the Tour.*”” 


395. LIV had to issue a statement against its own lawyer. “Our counsel was responding to 
a different question about recouping or offsetting FedEx Cup earnings. We maintain that 
every player's contract is separate from prize money.” 

396. Just an absolute tour-de-force performance from Freeman, who single-handedly 
instilled hope that our justice system isn't a total disaster. 

397. There were reports that at least part of this trio was waiting in a car outside the gates 
of TPC Southwind for the first playoff event, which is just incredible. 
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“The LIV contracts negotiated by the players and consum- 
mated between the parties were based upon the players’ cal- 
culation of what they would be leaving behind, and what 
the players would need to monetize to compensate for those 
losses. I do agree with the defendants that those losses were 
well known to the players at the time and clearly monetized.” 
Freeman also hinted at holes in LIV’s antitrust case. “|'T]here 
is significant evidence that LIV has not been prevented from 
entering the market. And it was interesting that the plaintiffs’ 
own expert indicates that LIV projects a 20 percent market 
share within the next year. That is significant when you’re 


starting at zero.” 


It was a much needed win for the Tour, but the day was not 
without its losses. The Telegraph reported Cam Smith had offi- 
cially come to terms with LIV Golf. Smith—the reigning Players 
and Open champ—offered a series of non-denials when speaking 
in Memphis, saying his goal was to win the FedEx Cup and “that’s 
all I’m here for.’ When pressed about the Telegraph report, Smith 
replied, “No comment.” 

Compared to those fireworks the first leg of the postseason was 
quiet. What noise was made came from Smith. There was a vital video 
of the Aussie apparently taking issue with Scheffler walking through 
his line on Thursday. That was then disputed by a clip of Scheffler and 
Smith exchanging high fives minutes before the incident in question. 
Nothing to see here. 

The same could not be said for another Smith video from Saturday. 
After hitting his tee shot at the par-3 fourth at TPC Southwind into 
water, Smith took his penalty drop and proceeded to save bogey. In 
real time, rules officials saw Smith’s drop and believed it may have 
been on the red penalty line—to have taken the drop correctly, no 


portion of the ball should be touching the line—but made the deci- 
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sion not to enforce a penalty.*°* However, after a rules official saw the 
shot during a replay telecast later that night, Smith was assessed a two- 
shot penalty on Sunday morning as his drop was deemed on the red 
line.%°° Instead of starting his final round two shots back of the lead 
Smith was four behind, which felt like a mix of karma, coincidence, 
incompetence, and controversy.*” Smith ultimately finished T13... 
and proceeded to WD the following day from the BMW Champion- 
ship with a hip injury.“ 

A low-energy tournament*” through three days was saved by a playoff 
between Zalatoris (with new caddie in tow) and Sepp Straka. It was a 
playoff Zalatoris earned entry to with a 10-foot par save at the final hole, 
punctuating the putt by screaming, “What are they going to say now?’ 
After trading pars at the first hole of sudden death, the two went to the 
par-3 11th. Zalatoris went first, and it looked wet all the way, only his 
shot bounced along a stone facade and managed to stay out of the pond, 
coming to rest between stone and land. Straka hit the stone too but his 
bounce was not as fortuitous, and it found the water. Believing Zala- 
toris was safe, Straka hit from the drop zone and put his third into the 
bunker. Only a swing at Zalatoris’ ball, lodged between the stone and 
grass, would have likely sent Zalatoris’ second backwards, so after much 
deliberation including a moment when his face was nearly eye-level with 
the ground to get a good look at the ball, he took an unplayable and hit 
from the drop zone too. Only Ais third came to rest just 7 feet from the 
pin, a putt he converted to earn his maiden Tour victory. The guy who 


had come so close so many times in such a short span was now on top. 


398. Ed. note: All very normal stuff at a high-level sporting event. 

399. The rules official could have been watching anything—anything!—else on TV, or 
reading or meeting friends or doing anything besides watching a tournament he had 
worked, and Smith would have been fine. 

400. No, I don't think the Tour was trying to slight Cam for his ensuing LIV departure. Yes, he 
technically broke the rule. But unless something seriously egregious is found, a score should 
be final when the card is signed. Pros don't get mulligans. Neither should rules officials. 

AO1. Interesting timing! 

402. Sadly, Big Jay did not hang any “Super Bowl of Golf” banners. 

403. Ed. note: What were they saying before? 
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“It’s kind of hard to say ‘about time’ when it’s your second 


yeat on tour,” Zalatoris said, “but about time.” 


It did feel like time. His performances at Augusta and Southern 
Hills and Brookline foretold as much, and at those turns and others 
it felt like he held an invitation into greatness but couldn’t quite open 
the envelope. With a chance to seize the FedEx Cup and take center 
stage in the upcoming Presidents Cup, Zalatoris was poised to answer 
the call to stardom. 

But progression is not linear, and it’s certainly not guaranteed. 
A week later Zalatoris withdrew midway through the BMW with a 
back injury. It was later determined he suffered two herniated discs, 
knocking him out of both the Tour Championship and Presidents 
Cup. Stardom is still his trajectory. When he arrives is TBD. 


Two big things happened on August 16. The first was that the Tour’s 
best and brightest congregated to reshape the future of professional 
golf. The second was that Patrick Reed filed a $7.5 mill . . . excuse 
me... $750 million lawsuit against Brandel Chamblee and the Golf 
Channel. According to the court documents, the suit contends that 
Chamblee and Golf Channel have “conspired” with the PGA Tour 
and Commissioner Jay Monahan “to engage in a pattern and practice 
of defaming Mr. Reed, misreporting information with falsity and/or 
reckless disregard for the truth... purposely omitting pertinent key 
material facts to mislead the public, and actively targeting Mr. Reed 
since he was 23 years old to destroy his reputation, create hate, and a 
hostile work environment for him, and with the intention to discredit 
his name as a young, elite, and world-class golfer...” The lawsuit 
further states, “It is well known on tour that Mr. Reed has been abused 
and endured more than any other golfer from fans or spectators who 
have been allowed to scream obscenities only to be glorified by NBC’s 


Golf Channel for doing so because it gets Defendants Chamblee and 
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Golf Channel ‘clicks, viewership, ratings, and increased revenue.” The 
lawsuit was filed by Larry Klayman, an attorney who rose to a bit of 
fame when he unsuccessfully challenged that then-President Barack 
Obama was not a natural-born citizen of the United States and there- 
fore should not be on the Florida primary ballot.*% 

Which, listen, $750 million sounds like a lot. But forensic videog- 
raphy experts don’t work for free. 

As for that congregation in our nation’s first state. For five days the 
golf world knew that Tiger (and Rickie!) met with the Tout’s top players 
and marquee attractions to continue conversations about what they could 
do to combat LIV... but that’s the extent of the information that got 
out. Players were mum when asked for specifics, only to say what Tiger’s 


presence meant to the group. 


“He is the hero that we’ve all looked up to,” Rory said. “His 
voice catries further than anyone else’s in the game of golf. 
His role is navigating us to a place where we all think we 
should be. I think it’s pretty apparent that whenever we all get 


in the room, there’s an alpha in there, and it’s not me.” 


JT added: “TI think if someone like him is passionate about it, 
no offense to all of us, but that’s really all that matters. If he’s 
not behind something, then one, it’s probably not a good idea 
in terms of the betterment of the game, but two, it’s just not 
going to work. He needs to be behind something. I think he’s 
been a great kind of leading role in a lot of ways in the game 


for a lot of us.” 


I was on site at the BMW so I just want to underscore how little 
leaked out of that meeting. If you weren’t in it, you were on the outs. 
404. Klayman has also sued Google, Apple, and Amazon in addition to his own mother. 


He has been described—and given his track record above, this should be unsurprising—as 
“pathologically litigious” 
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That included Tour officials, agents, media and, yes, other players.‘ 
There were rumors, of course, but it seemed like the more rumors 
someone passed along, the less they actually knew. So credit NLU, for 
while there were other reports on the meeting, none were as detailed 


as their piece that went up on Sunday night. 


According to multiple sources close to the situation, the pro- 
posed plan would involve limiting fields and elevating purses 
at up to 15 events on the PGA Tour, creating a series of events 
around which the game’s top players have all committed to 
build their schedules . . . McIlroy and Woods, along with 
the PGA Tout’s biggest stars, have been formally discussing 
systemic changes dating back to an initial meeting at the JP 
McManus Pro-Am in Ireland on July 3. 


Since then, McIlroy and Woods have hosted various meet- 
ings with players, representatives, consultants, and advis- 
ers—including Commissioner Jay Monahan—which culmi- 
nated in a meeting to present a plan to players on August 16 
at the BMW Championship . . . Players in attendance were: 
Scottie Scheffler, McIlroy, Patrick Cantlay, Jon Rahm, Xander 
Schauffele, Justin Thomas, Collin Morikawa, Will Zalato- 
ris, Viktor Hovland, Matt Fitzpatrick, Sam Burns, Jordan 
Spieth, Tony Finau, Billy Horschel, Cameron Young, Joaquin 
Niemann, Max Homa, Shane Lowry, Tyrrell Hatton, Kevin 
Kisner, Adam Scott, Rickie Fowler, and Woods.’ 


405. I had one player on site privately admit he was crestfallen about the ordeal. It was one 
thing that he wasn't invited to the meeting, but that another player—a player he thought 

he was better than—was invited bummed him out. There’s something endearing about 
knowing Tour players have the same insecurities most of us had walking through the high 
school cafeteria. 

406. Be honest, after that last footnote, you looked at those names and tried to figure out 
which player the other player was bummed about, didn’t you? 
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Of course there was still a tournament to be played, and for the 
second straight playoff week there was a lack of buzz. At the time, I 
attributed it to the schism’s shadow—t is slightly hard to care about 
the day-to-day results when the professional ecosystem is on the verge 
of imploding—but in retrospect, it was merely one of those dips 
inherent to the rhythm of an 11-month schedule. 

Things still happened. A rules official tried to give Hideki a 
penalty after his ball rolled off a hill into a bunker as Hideki stood 
near, but he was saved by Rahm who asserted Hideki didn’t cause 
the ball to move.**” On Saturday a fan tossed a remote-controlled 
golf ball in Rory’s direction on the 15th green. Rory stared down the 
fan as if he or she had suggested Papa John’s was better than Dom- 
ino’s, then proceeded to pick the ball up and toss it into a pond as 
security escorted the fan out. Greller attempted to talk Spieth out of 
an approach shot that had to clear water from the lip of a bunker— 
which by Spieth standards is as innocuous as it gets—and failed, with 
Spieth saying the shot was “on me” before hitting it... only for it 
to find the dead middle of a pond. Shane Lowry’s caddie worked in 
sandals after a pair of new shoes caused blisters. “On the 9th I said, 
have you got your sandals with you, your Birkenstocks, and he did,” 
Lowry explained. “So I said, why not wear them for the back nine; I 
mean, it’s dry, it’s fine, and they’re comfy, so yeah. Looked like Jesus 
out there.” 

And, unlike the St. Jude, the BMW did not lack a solid board. Adam 
Scott came out of hibernation to contend, Scheffler was two back 
heading into Sunday, the final pairing was Cantlay and Schauffele. 
Personally, Cantlay is one of my favorite watches on Tour. Whereas 
most of his contemporaries play a go-for-broke style, Cantlay is more 
calculated, picking his spots and opting for precision over power. Just 


as importantly, Cantlay is meticulous about not making messes, and 


407. How Charley Hoffman was not involved here is perhaps the most mystifying thing 
that happened all year. 
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the result is one of the more well-rounded games in the sport. He can 
look a bit robotic, for the manner in which he plays—coupled with 
his deadpan poise in such an emotional sport—appears not human, 
or at least not of this era. If there is one critique it’s that he is a little 
too level-headed, unable to recalibrate a game plan on the fly. There 
are moments when it would seemingly behoove him to recognize that 
golf sometimes calls for emotion and perhaps a bit of wild cowboy to 
be the last one standing. 

On that Sunday, most of his competition wilted. Schauffele failed 
to break 70, Scheffler got in an early hole, Scott Stallings had a chance 
to make things tight but missed a 10-footer at the 72nd hole. Still, with 
a one-shot lead at the last, Cantlay’s tee shot found the sand. With the 
ball above his feet and the edge of the bunker in his way, he had to 
slice his shot something fierce to reach the green, Anything less than 
near perfection would put the outcome in doubt. But Cantlay—with a 
little cowboy in him—took a mighty swipe and the approach looked 
good. He let us know for sure it was by wagging his tongue like a 
windshield wiper, and the ball safely stopped 40 feet or so from the 
pin. Ballgame, Cantlay. 


“I knew it was a tough shot, obviously, when I saw it. I 
thought if I could get it anywhere on the green, it would be a 
really, really good shot,’ Cantlay said. “I actually had a good 
number for the 8-iron that I hit out of the bunker. The biggest 
challenge was trying to cut the golf ball enough with the ball 
above my feet in the bunker. But it came off almost exactly 


how I would have pictured it, how I visualized it.” 


The win gave Cantlay eight career Tour titles, six coming in the 
past two years. There’s a major-sized hole in his resume but at 30 there 
is plenty of runway to get that plane off the ground. He’s never been 


short on swagger, and if he can call upon that bravado, that cowboy 
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he showed late at the BMW during the four singular weeks that matter 
most... brother, watch out. 

As for the game-within-the-game of the FedEx Cup, Sahith Thee- 
gala was one of the final 30 to advance to East Lake. On Sunday, 
knowing what was on the line and all the goodies that come with an 
East Lake invite, he admitted he was so nervous he couldn’t stop his 
hands from shaking, I asked him if that nervousness was fun, and 
Theegala responded with one of my favorite answers of the year. “Oh, 
that’s what it’s all about. The fact that you’re even in that position to 
feel nerves is a good thing, I think that’s something I tell a lot of guys 
is like, “Hey, if you’re nervous, that’s such a good feeling.” Imagine not 
being nervous, then ‘What are you doing’ kind of thing. Obviously 
there’s a fine line between serious nervousness and anxiety and com- 
fortability, and finding that line is tough, but yeah, just pressure is a 
privilege, and I sure felt that way today.” For all the talk about golf’s 
future, let’s hope this guy is a big part of it. 


Monahan gives a “state of the Tour” sermon twice a year, one at 
the Players and then a second at the Tour Championship. His first 
address in March, when he declared the Tour was “moving on” from 
LIV, did not age very well, so the general consensus was that he’d keep 
his Atlanta oration short and tight and lifeless. That consensus did not 
age well, either. 

On Wednesday of the Tour Championship, Monahan unveiled 
extensive, holistic measures to stop the talent migration to LIV 
as well as measures that would see that talent competing together 
more frequently. Having previously committed to eight “elevated” 
events in 2023 with bigger purses (Maui, Riv, Bay Hill, Memorial, 
Match Play, and the three playoff legs), Monahan raised the total to 
12 (with four to-be-named tournaments), nearly all of them with 
$20 million purses. Combined with the four majors and the Players, 


the game’s best would all be at the same 17 events, with the lati- 
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tude to choose three more events of their choosing to meet a new 
20-start requirement. 

As for what constitutes a “top player,’ one of the avenues will 
be the Tour’s PIP program. After pooling $40 million to its top 10 
players, Monahan said the list would grow to 20 with a bonus pool 
of $100 million starting in 2022. The Tour also created an Earn- 
ings Assurance Program, guaranteeing all exempt Tour players who 
play at least 15 events will be paid a minimum of $500,000 for the 
season regardless of whether they earn that much in tournament prize 
money. If that seems like a lot of change in a short time for an orga- 
nization that’s long been a prisoner of the status quo. . . well, it was, 
and Monahan didn’t camouflage the catalyst for these changes at this 
speed. “This is an extraordinary and unprecedented commitment, a 
testament to who these guys are and what they believe in,’ Monahan 
said, later adding, “It’s atypical, but I think when you're in a situation 
like this, that’s understood.” 

“These guys” was a nod to Tiger, Rory, and those who attended 
the players-only meeting in Delaware a week before. “Unfortunately, 
Tiger Woods doesn’t play as much as he used to,” Rory said in a press 
conference immediately after Monahan. “Tiger Woods was the single 
biggest draw that the PGA Tour had, amongst other things. We have 
to recognize that. So for the 23 of us that were in that room last 
Tuesday night, including Tiger, we all have to sit down [and ask], 
‘OK, what is the best thing for our tour going forward?”’ As Rory 
explained, that meant surrendering some of the freedom players 
enjoyed regarding their calendar. “When I tune into a Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers game, I expect to see Tom Brady throw a football. When 
I tune into a Formula 1 race I expect to see Lewis Hamilton in a 
cat. Sometimes what’s happened on the PGA Tour is we all act inde- 
pendently and we sort of have our own schedules, and that means that 


we never really get together all that often.” 
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Three takeaways here. 


1. Overall, props to Monahan, Granted, part of me wonders how 
much credit should be given for putting out a fire that started 
on his watch, but that’s probably an oversimplification of the 
battle and overlooks the juggernaut of wealth and resources he 


was up against. Ultimately he did what needed to be done.* 


2. Obviously the money goes a long way in retaining players, 
which was the Tour’s primary concern, yet guaranteeing almost 
all of its talent will be together for 17 weeks a year markedly 
improves the product. Those weeks, plus football, don’t leave 
much room ona sports fan’s calendar for a 14-tournament LIV 
campaign, either. Yes, there’s worry the elevated events creates 
a caste system among tournaments, although that dynamic 
already functionally exists; this new set-up strengthened the 
tournaments that matter while not necessarily weakening the 


ones that don’t. 


3. Already viewed as a de facto commissioner over the past few 
months, these changes, their implementation, and their swift- 
nesses codified Rory’s standing as the game’s current alpha,” 
and that’s a position immune from results for some time. Tiger 
got a ton of credit, and much of that is deserved, but Tiger was 
able to parachute in and is free from the week-to-week ques- 
tioning that Rory has handled with aplomb. Tiger may have 
driven this past the finish line but Rory is the engine that got 
it this far. 


408. Or at least approved what needed to be approved. 

409. Plus, you have the option of rotating the elevated schedule around to different cities 
and events. 

410. Unless Tiger’s in the room, of course. 
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One final note from Monahan’s presser. Given the new changes 
to the schedule and structure, a number of LIV defectors may have 
been reconsidering their moves. When asked if he would lift the sus- 
pensions levied on the individuals who have joined LIV and welcome 
them back, Monahan wasted no time in his answer. “No. They’ve 
joined the LIV Golf Series, and they’ve made that commitment. For 
most of them, they’ve made multi-year commitments ... As Pve been 
clear throughout, every player has a choice, and I respect their choice, 
but they’ve made it. We’ve made ours. We’re going to continue to 
focus on the things that we control and get stronger and stronger. I 
think they understand that.”™ 

If all the above sounded heavy, let Scottie Scheffler ease you 
back. “Probably TMI,” Scheffler said after his first round at East 
Lake before revealing, during the weekend at St. Andrews, he 
was suffering from what he called “an infection at the top of your 


butt crack.” 


Oh. 


“Yeah, I didn’t ever really plan on telling anybody,” he 
said. “It’s kind of one of those things you put on the back- 
burner, and it’s stuff that happens. Guys deal with injuries 
over the course of the season, and that one popped up at 
a wrong time for me when I was playing really well... It 
was really hard for me to bend down. It was really hard 
for me to make a swing on Sunday. Walking was actually 


extremely difficult.” 


Could explain why Scheffler shot a 74 during the final round of 
the Open. Scheffler said DP World Tour doctors performed a proce- 
dure and flushed the problem out. As for how he got it: “Yeah, ’'m 


411. As one Tour source put it, “That was the nicest way of saying ‘Fuck no’ I've ever heard.” 
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not going to say it here. [ll tell you after because that would really 
be TMI?" 

Apparently the issue was under control early on in Atlanta. Thanks 
to the FedEx Cup’s staggered start, Scheffler’s Thursday 65 opened up 
a five-shot lead over the field. 

Also on Thursday: Rory opened with a triple-bogey 7 (he really 
is his generation’s Tiger®’), then followed with bogey, birdie, bogey, 
birdie, eagle en route to a three-under 67. “I knew my game was good, 
it was just one of those things,’ McIlroy said. “But not the ideal way 
to start, but proud of how I bounced back from that. I would have 
been happy just to get back to even par after the first few holes, but to 
shoot 3 under was gteat.” 

After a Friday 62, Homa provided one of the best reasons for 


the PIP’s existence. 


“T think the Tour is doing their best to be creative and provide 
a different stream of income to the 20 guys now who are 
driving the revenue for the Tour,” he said. “Part of it’s silly 
in my opinion, but also part of it makes a ton of sense [and] I 
always use this example: I tied Tiger Woods [for ninth place] 
two years ago at [the Farmers Insurance Open] at Torrey 
Pines. I realized we got paid the exact same amount of money 
and I provided zero dollars to that event, and he provided I 


can’t even come up with a number.’”#"* 


Joaquin Niemann, amid renewed rumors he may be leaving for LIV, 
said he was considering the jump. “I haven’t made my decision yet,” 
Niemann told GolfChannel.com. “Obviously, there’s some things I’ve 


got to see first, but I’m not thinking about that right now. I want to 


412. Ed. note: 1 somehow, mercifully, missed all of this. 

413. If you need this explained then buddy, you've picked the wrong book. 

414. This is both tremendous self-awareness and the best way to describe the PIP I've ever 
heard. 
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finish the playoffs and then see what my decision will be.” Niemann, 
as mentioned above, was at the players-only meeting in Delaware. 
Speaking of LIV, the organization joined the antitrust lawsuit against 
the Tour, filing as an “interested party.” Which, no kidding. 

A 66-63 from Schauffele (with the adjusted start) put him at 17 
under, two back of Scheffler. But after Xander, the closest competitor 
to Scottie was Rahm at five back. Schauffele cut the deficit to one on 
Saturday but play was called due to storms with Scheffler and Schauf- 
fele still needing to finish six holes of their third round. When play 
resumed Xander went south as Scheffler went on a run, extending his 
lead to six with 18 holes remaining. He would be playing with Rory 
thanks to a third-round 63 from the Ulsterman. 

On Saturday multiple outlets reported at least six players were set 
to join LIV after the conclusion of the Tour Championship: Smith, 
Niemann, Marc Leishman, Harold Varner HI, Cameron Tringale, 
and Anirban Lahiri, with Golf Channel reporting Mito Pereira was 
going to LIV as well. Pereira disputed the report on Instagram, but 
on Sunday morning Tringale confirmed in a post he would be signing 
with the breakaway league. 

Cam Young admitted he was interested in joining those ranks, 
and told Golf Channel he thought LIV was doing “some cool stuff.” 
Plus, that’s a lot of money for a kid from the Bronx to just pass up. 
However, he said he was going to stay with the Tour. “With some of 
those changes coming, that’s what really helped me decide to stay and 
pursue those goals that I have for myself, like making the Presidents 
Cup team or Ryder Cup team and winning a major, when all of that 
is just uncertain if you go,’ Young said. “It’s a tough place for me 
because I’m very young. There’s a lot of factors to it.” 

What was supposed to be a Sunday snoozer turned into a slugfest. 
Rory bounced back from an opening bogey with four birds in a five- 
hole stretch while Scheffler had the damndest time getting the ball in 
the hole. The six-shot lead had been trimmed to one heading to the 
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back, Rory caught Scheffler on the 12th with a birdie, briefly gave it 
back with a bogey at the 14th, but answered with a 30-foot bomb for a 
two at the par-3 15th. He proceeded to blow his approach at the 16th 
some 20 yards over the green only for his third to hit the pin, clean- 
ing up what remained for par. Across the green, Scheffler couldn’t 
get up-and-down from the bunker, conceding a lead to Rory that he 
wouldn’t surrender. Rory started the day six back but beat Scheffler 
and Sungjae by one to win the FedEx Cup. He then grabbed another 
victory at the press conference when he walked into the media center 


proclaiming, “Super Bowl champ!**” 


“Golf has been the escape for me over the last few weeks,” 
Mcllroy said later. “When I get inside the ropes, no one can 


get to me." 


When the FedEx Cup is discussed, its payday ($18 million this year) 
is not far behind. Rory, on countless occasions, has said he’s not moti- 
vated by dollar signs, and I’m sure he'd trade in all that cabbage from 
his three Super Bowl titles for a do-over at St. Andrews. As well as 
he played, he also beat a field of just 29 other golfers (albeit perhaps 
the best other 29 golfers in the world). To extrapolate anything of 
substance from the week in itself can be arbitrary and border on the 


same caricature the Tour is accused of when hyping this event. 


And yet, ina year void of true leadership, McIlroy took those thank- 
less, perilous reins because he believed his sense of direction was true. 
“Every chance I get, I’m trying to defend what I feel is the best place 
to play elite professional golf in the world,” Rory said. “If you believe 
in something, you have to speak up, and I believe very strongly about 
this. I really do. I hate what it’s doing to the game of golf.” 

415. Why the Tour hasn't made “Super Bowl of Golf” t-shirts yet remains a mystery. 


416. You could replace Rory’s name with Tiger's and 2022 with [any year between 1998- 
2010], and this quote would still stand. 
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As Porter so eloquently wrote for CBS Sports, those aren’t just words 


from Rory. 


There is nothing more compelling in an athlete than genuine 
humanity and authentic passion. Not to go full “Santa Claus 
isn’t real,” but most athletes play sports because they’re good 
at them and are paid exceedingly well to showcase that talent, 
not because doing so stirs their souls. And most certainly 
don’t care about how what they do right now affects the 


throughline of an entire sport. 


Mcllroy has put in that aforementioned time, effort, and energy 
on myriad fronts. He is not the commissioner of the PGA 
Tour, but the number of powerful people in his orbit—and 
the way he’s able to galvanize them toward a shared vision—is 


enough to convince you that he would be a great one. 


Great players are not so commonplace. The same can be said 
for leaders who are willing to pour themselves into some- 
thing they truly believe. Someone who can do both well, 
especially asynchronously, represents an unusual, perhaps 


even curious scarcity. 


The world of golf has recetved and mostly embraced the 
rarest of all characters in McIlroy. Someone who is both 
dynamic and trustworthy enough to lead his peers as they 
mold the future while still playing at a high enough level that 
he continues to shape its present. Someone who is both good 
enough for his voice to matter and bold enough to use it. 
Someone who may not have asked for this battle, but whose 
golf may have unintentionally been elevated to a place that 


means he’s the only one who can wage it. 
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By putting himself on the line, he put his performances on the 
line, and there’s no questioning the cajones it took for Rory to have 
conviction in both. Which is perhaps why so many of his peers have 


placed their belief in him. 


“His aura hasn’t changed,” said Tony Finau—who has known 
Mcllroy since they were 8 years old—at The Open this year. 
“He’s always been a really kindhearted, genuine person. That 
hasn’t changed. To me, he’s been the same Rory since ve 
known him. He’s opinionated, but I have to say, I agree with 


most of the things he says. I think he’s great for our game.” 


“I feel really bad for Rory—he should not have to do this 
week in and week out,’ Homa said on the NLU pod this 
summer. “He’s doing an amazing job. It scares me in a way. 
To all the big Batman fans out there like me, he’s kind of 
out Harvey Dent right now. And he shouldn’t have to keep 
sticking his neck out. If anything ever came out... no one’s 
perfect. It’s tough for him to keep having to say this over and 


over and over again.” 


“T know he’s accomplished a lot more than I have,” said JT at the 
U.S. Open. “He’s been out here longer. He’s been more success- 
ful. But there’s nobody that, I think, acts more humble and more 


grounded for what they’ve done and who they are than him. 


“T remember being a rookie and moving down to Jupiter, and 
he was out at Bear’s Club. Being the person I am, wanting 
to learn, going up to him and saying, ‘Hey, I'd love to play 
sometime, introduced myself, and he’s like, ‘Any time, and 
gave me his number, and we kind of hit it off. We’re very 


similar personalities. 
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“For me, I definitely think that other people should look up 
to someone like him. I do in some aspects. There’s definitely 
other parts that he’s still a competitor and someone that ’m 
trying to beat, but there’s still a lot of things that as a leader 
that he does really well, and I think that he’s very honest, like 
Iam. I’m not going to sit in here and feed a PC answer or just 
say something to maybe please a certain crowd. If you feel a 


certain way, you feel like you should say that. 


“That’s what he does, and he does it for the best reasons and 


hopes that it’s going to be the best for the PGA Tour.” 


Game tecognize game. 


Rory winning the FedEx Cup may have seemed right. It may have 
seemed fitting. But it was not given; like his efforts behind the scenes to 
keep the Tour afloat, Rory’s result was earned, and earned the hard way. 

There have been countless memorable athletes. Same with vision- 
aries. Every team has its soul. And no matter how awry it seems like 
plans have gone, there are always those who are willing to do what’s 
right. Rarely do those things overlap and intersect, and when they do 
you recognize it instantly because special people have a tendency to 
capture your attention. Of all the questions surrounding where this 
sport is headed, there’s no questioning the man who serves as its heart. 

Two days after the Tour Championship concluded, six players— 
Smith, Niemann, Leishman, Varner, Tringale, Lahiri—jumped to 
LIV. The Tour may have saved its future. In the present, the bleeding 


would continue. 


Chapter 12 


Choo Choo 
by: Kyle Porter 


eptember, Tom Kim SZN. We'll get there, but we must first 
labor through LIV Boston and a bit of fallout from that season- 


ending Tour Championship. 
Two notes on Rory*” post-Tour Championship. 


1. His career PGA Tour percentages after this victory were 
absurd. At this point, he had finished in the top 25 in 67 
percent of starts, in the top 10 in 48 percent, and had won at 
a 10 percent clip.*® His gifts are extraordinary, but I wonder 
if they ate sometimes normalized because of both his longey- 
ity and the Cat Factor. When someone is that good for this 
long, we tend to always lump him in with the other stars of 
the era. It’s important to remember that “the stars of this era” 


have always been a rotating cast alongside Rory. He (along 


417.1 promise I did not intend to give away all the Rory chapters when I brought on other 
writers and editors! 

418. To contextualize with two other all-time greats: Phil was at an 8.2% winning rate and 
Ernie at 6.5% over similar stretches. 
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with DJ) has been the constant. Sure, his winning percent- 
age is similar to Morikawa’s over the last three years or JT’s 
over the last five, but it was also similar to that of Jim Furyk 
and Steve Stricker for a few seasons 12 years ago. Many, many 
players have come and gone. He has not. Thirteen straight 


yeats as one of the 16 best golfers on the planet is outrageous. 


Tiger also obscures so much of what he’s done. As Bill Guth- 
tidge*” found out, you never want to be the guy that follows 
the legend. In Rory’s case you don’t even want to be the gen- 
erational great who follows the legend. Time will tell about 
whether any of the other guys turn into generational greats,° 


but Rory and Dj are, as of right now, truly the only ones.” 


2. As Justin Ray pointed out after the season, Rory quietly fixed 


the hole in his game from the last few years. 


Another facet of MclIlroy’s game that has historically 
received some public scorn is his approach play from 
inside 150 yards. This represented another piece of Mcll- 
roy’s arsenal that went from weakness to strength, and 
it happened within the course of the same PGA Tour 
season. After the Masters, McIlroy was ranked 208th 
of 209 players on the PGA Tour this season in average 
proximity from 50-125 yards away (24 feet, 1 inch). His 
turnaround in this category since that point is nothing 
short of remarkable. Since the Wells Fargo Champion- 
ship began, Mcllroy is a staggering 10 feet better, on 


average, from that range. His mark of 14 feet, 1 inch is 


419. Bet you didn't expect a Bill Guthridge-Rory comp in this book. 

420. Though JT seems like a lock and Spieth seems as much like a lock as Spieth can ever 
seem about anything. 

421. That Brooks is going to fall short of being generationally great is dumbfounding. 
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the best average among all players on Tour with 30 or 


more attempts in that span. 


This doesn’t just... happen. And it’s clear that Rory put the work 
in this year to create the turnaround. Rory has always been extrin- 
sically motivated,” and this year provided the perfect fuel for what 
was, statistically anyway, the greatest stretch of golf of his career. It 
also nearly ushered in his fifth big one at the most consequential, 
important major championship of the last couple of decades but I’m 
not totally sure I’m ready to talk about all that yet. 

Eamon Lynch ended Tour Championship week with a column for 
Golfweek that said the PGA Tour needs to focus more on the folks it 


often seems to pay the /east amount of attention to. 


The announcements this week will elevate transparency 
from wishful thinking to a necessity. For example, it remains 
unclear what tournament eligibility, if any, will be tied to the 
controversial Player Impact Program through which ‘top’ 
players will in part be identified. Let’s have clarity on the 
metrics used to calculate the PIP and how they’re weighted, 
and make public the monthly standings currently given to 
players. Don’t stop there when it comes to transparency. 
Dump the ingrained culture of secrecy and be candid on 
disciplinary issues. It’s information sports fans now expect, 
especially gamblers the Tour is eager to cultivate. The Tour 
needs to understand that its reputation isn’t tethered to its 
most unmoored members (less coddling might have left 
the certifiable inner circle of one player less emboldened to 


pursue frivolous litigation). 


422. At some point, you'll be able to buy my 700-page appendix about how opposite Tiger 
and Rory are in terms of their sources of motivations. 
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What momentum that exists in the unremitting battle for the 
future of professional golf seems now to be on the side of the 
PGA Tour. Understandably, much of the movement we’ve seen 
has focused on rewarding the loyalty of its top players. In the 
coming weeks and months, it would be fitting if the loyalty of its 


fans saw greater benefits too. 


Professional sports leagues are not exactly known for their will- 
ingness to fling the doors open, but Lynch is right here. For far too 
long the Tour has been unreasonably secretive about its comings and 
goings. It now has a cadre of folks (myself included) falling over them- 
selves to defend it against LIV, but doing so in the face of undisclosed 


suspensions, injuries, and the PIP is going to be increasingly difficult. 


“T think the one thing that the Tour in general could do a 
better job at is transparency, whether that be with—yveah, just 
with everything,” Rory said at the Players. “I think transpar- 
ency and maybe it not being as closed a shop. I’ve always felt 
that a few of the bans or suspensions, I think that should all 
be announced. I think that should be more transparent. I’ve 


always said that.” 


Monahan took the stage at the Players just after Rory, and after he 
was told what Rory proposed, jokingly said, “I would just say effec- 
tive immediately, Rory McIlroy is suspended.’”*”4 

Dan Rapaport brought up a great normal sport point regarding the 
Tour Championship: Still crazy to me how much variance there is in 


golt. Sungjae completely misjudged his lie. Scottie caught a bate spot 


423. But maybe not! 

424. To be fair to Monahan here, this is something the players could push for. More 
Monahan: “If that’s something that a member of our board feels strongly about, rest assured 
it’s a conversation we'll have with our Player Advisory Council and ultimately our board. 
That’s the way the system works.” 
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in the bunker w/no sand. Rory hit a hard hook that was bound for the 
parking lot and gets a free drop. And that determined $18 million. 
Another quick note on the FedEx Cup, Joseph LaMagna did a 
podcast with Andy Johnson and wrote something for The Fried Egg 
about some of his ideas to make the FedEx Cup more meaningful. 


TL;DR—Therte should be fewer ways to qualify for the playoffs. 


My primary issue with the schedule is that it fails to establish 
any semblance of a cohesive season. Specifically, the flawed 
FedEx Cup system and its incentive structure undermine the 
credibility of the Tour Championship, which is supposed to 


be a dramatic bookend to the Tour season. 


Modern sports entertainment is moment-driven. Sports fans 
crave big moments and the excitement of reacting on social 
media. People want to debate players’ and teams’ chances 
of winning a championship. When an NFL team wins, its 
chances of making the playoffs and winning the Super Bowl 
increase. NFL games feel significant because they are signifi- 


cant within the context of championship aspirations. 


This is not true of, say, the Farmers Insurance Open. Why? Well 
one reason is because there are 40 other Farmers Insurance Opens. 
One week means nothing when there are so many others. Here’s 


another treason. 


Qualification for the FedEx Cup Playoffs is based on a play- 
er’s cumulative FedEx Cup points earned throughout the 
44-event regular season. Importantly, the system fails to 
properly account for strength of field. As an example, con- 
sider that Lucas Herbert earned 500 FedEx Cup points for 


winning the Butterfield Bermuda Championship this season, 
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nearly tripling Cam Smith’s 180-point haul for finishing T3 at 
... the Masters. Despite having just one top-10 finish in the 
2022 calendar year, Herbert is ranked 45th in the FedEx Cup 
list, within range of qualifying for the Tour Championship 


He also put forth two solutions. 


1. Designate 10-12 prestigious tournaments per year as Playoff 
eligible, indicating that the tournament awards FedEx Cup 
points. Players can play in any other remaining tournaments 
to earn money, fulfill sponsor obligations, and jockey for 
OWGER standing. 

2. Rank players within the FedEx Cup Standings based on their 
average FedEx Cup points earned instead of total points 
earned. Set a minimum number of tournaments a golfer must 
play to be Playoff eligible (~10-12 tournaments). Change the 
points awarded per tournament to be more reflective of field 


strength. 


Yes, hallelujah and amen. The Tour is already functionally doing 
this with the elevated events slate, but it doesn’t seem like (?) this 
will affect FedEx Cup points, which is a missed opportunity. Instead, 
things will be even worse. K.H. Lee is going to get the same number 
of points—or something close to the same—for winning his third 
consecutive Byron Nelson over Adam Schenk as Jon Rahm gets for 
beating Rory, Morikawa, Burns, Scheffler, Cantlay, Hovland, and 
Zalatoris at the Wells Fargo. 

Cam Smith, Joaquin Niemann, Marc Leishman, Anirban Lahiri, 
Harold Varner II, and Cameron Tringale officially joined LIV Golf,“ 
and with that, the PGA Tour’s rival suddenly employed players who 
425. This was an easy decision for Cam, who is qualified for every major for the next five 


years. It makes you wonder, as was pointed out on Twitter, if Cam Young or somebody like 
that would have won The Open whether LIV (and the PGA Tour) might look a bit different. 
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had won 12 of the last 26 major championships. It also employs Shergo 
Al Kurdi and Hennie du Plessis so perhaps it’s all a net zero, but I bet 
if you would have told anyone on January 1 that LIV would have 12 of 
the last 26 in its possession, that news would have been met with the 
Jordan Spieth mouth-dropping GIF from the Players that one year. 

LIV overachieved in 2022. That’s undeniable. Cam Smith was the 
punctuation mark to that, but even without him, it exceeded expecta- 
tions, especially compared to where it was on Riviera Sunday shortly 
after Phil hit “detonate” and tried to burn it all down. 

It was suggested that the Presidents Cup should now be the 
PGA Tour vs. LIV players, and while I don’t think the Presidents 
Cup should be replaced, you’re absolutely kidding yourself if you 
think I’m not tuning in to watch JT take out a year of frustration 
over 18 holes against Pat Perez. A LIV-PGA Tour Cup, even if it 
was a one off, should happen, and I would bet every share of my 
Tom Kim stock that it would be the most-watched non-major of 
the last five years. 

Harold Varner, who in June explained why he wouldn’t be going to 


LIV—’T’'m obviously not going,’—explained in Boston why he left. 


“Golf’s never been a way for me to get my name on a trophy. 
It was a way for me to get out. I play golf so I could go to 
college. I would not have been able to go to college without 
playing golf. And then I turned pro because my brain wasn’t 
smart enough to work 9:00 to 5:00 and still make the same 


amount of money. 


“T think it’s very easy to get in a situation where you do what 
everyone else says you should do. I don’t know, I just sat there. 
I think it’s pretty bad when my wife is like, ‘Fuck everybody. 


Do what you want to do,’ 
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“And I was like, “That is so cool.’ My wife is the nicest person. 
She’s like, ‘Oh, I don’t know about this, I don’t know. And 


for her to say that meant the world to me.” 


How much of our lives do we spend making decisions? Where to 
eat, what to weat, what kind of schooling the kids should do, how 
many drivers to carry at the Masters. It’s important, I think, to create 
good decision-making matrices early in our lives and constantly tweak 
and amend them based on our vision and values. That being said, 
“Puck everybody, do what you want to do” is probably not a rubric ’m 
going to give to my kids. 

Cam Smith said he sat down with Monahan and spoke with Rory, 
but he thinks “this is the future of golf. I think it’s been the same for 
a very, very long time, and it needs to be stirred up a little bit.” 

Nobody I know disagrees with that idea. And while each individual 
decision—whether Cam Smith’s or Dustin Johnson’s or Marc Leish- 
man’s—is reasonable and mostly justifiable in a vacuum, I’m not asked 
to analyze vacuums. I have to ask whether these decisions are good 
for golf in the aggregate. If players are being genuine about wanting 
golf to be stirred up—an industry-sized “if”-—then there is certainly 
some blame to be found with the PGA Tour for perhaps not innovat- 
ing as much as it could have over the last decade in a league it knew 
was eventually going to have a Tiger-shaped hole. That’s armchair 
QB 101," and it presumes that these players care about the entity as 
a whole as much as or more than themselves individually. But I don’t 
want to simply place all the blame at the feet of MBS and his cohort of 


villains when I think the Tour deserves some of it as well.42’ 


Gary Player pulled a Cris Collinsworth and slid into the frame. 


426. You should have just [waves arms wildly] done some different stuff! 
427. Also, for the 800th time, the players are in charge of the Tour. 
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“T wouldn't take a billion dollars for my nine majors on both 
tours,” Player told the BBC.“ “I worked hard. I had desire. 
I traveled the world. It was an education, I met wonderful 
people. How can you ever be a champion playing a tour with 
54 holes and no cut? What sort of tour is that? Fifty-four 
holes, no cut, a team event nobody understands. It’s a tour for 
people who don’t have confidence in their future. They don’t 


have the confidence they can be winners.” 


It’s impossible to read this in anything other than KVV’s Gary 


Player voice. 


“Here’s a young man I really thought was going to be a super- 
stat,” Player told the BBC of Cam. “Now what sort of future 
does he have? I don’t blame Stenson for going. He had no 
money, so he had to go. But this is a potential superstar. I 


think his advisors have given him the wrong advice.” 


Remember when Charl Schwartzel birdied the last four at Augusta 
National in 2011 to win from out of nowhere and everybody’s heads 
were swiveling like Justin Jefferson running a crossing route for Kirk 
Cousins? This was the quote version of that. ’ve become immune to 
hyperbole as it relates to Player, truly believing that he will say nearly 
anything. Still, this was truly a “Wait... what?!’ moment. 

Tiger sat near Venus to watch Serena at the U.S. Open in New 
York.“ It was awesome. He fist-pumped more at that match than he 
has on the PGA Tour over the last 10 years. I love how much Tiger 
loved it.*° It reminded me of the Fred Couples quote about watching 


the way he looks around the course at Augusta National. During that 


428. “Although, I would wear the Golf Saudi logo on my neck for an undisclosed sum,” he 
failed to add. 

429. He was actually there to check on Seb Korda’s backhand. 

430. KVV: When Tiger turns the hat around, it’s basically over. The GOATs are vibing. 
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match, KV V dropped something Pve thought about a lot as it relates 


to golf’s biggest stars in my era. 


One of the few blessings of growing old is you get to ride the 
entire arc of some athletes careers. They debut when you’re 
(also) young, they come of age as you do, they start to feel old 
as you do, and you think about all the stuff you’ve (kinda) 
shared at the close. Like, I don’t really remember the begin- 
ning of Michael Jordan or Magic Johnson’s careers. I was a 
toddler. But I sure as hell remember being 20 when Serena 


was 17 and won the U.S. Open. 


Phil Mickelson gave a one-on-one to Bob Harig at SI.com. It was 
probably the most open he had been since the “scary MFer”’ quote 


came out. 


“It was stated very clearly that nothing [that was proposed 
on the PGA Tour] was going to happen. Unless there was 
leverage, nothing was going to change. And all players should 
be appreciative of what LIV is doing. The players on LIV for 
the opportunity they are getting. And the PGA Tour for the 


leverage that was provided to get these changes done.” 


He said he heard from “numerous” players at both LIV and the 
PGA Tour that were “appreciative of what is happening. Every player 
is benefitting.” 

It’s such a short-term philosophy. Phil and others got paid, which 
certainly benefits them. And while every player says he cares about the 
fans, this move to LI V—which, tell me more about how it benefits 
fans—would say otherwise. 

Phil said the Delaware meeting Tiger and Rory put together never 


materialized when he was on the Tour, “despite multiple efforts by 
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multiple players. No. I don’t think anything like that would have hap- 
pened without the leverage that LIV Golf has provided. There was no 
leverage. There were no other options.” 

Though it’s become increasingly difficult to take Phil at face value, 
I suppose I don’t have any other choice here. Still, I will always find it 
extraordinarily difficult to believe that if, in a pre-LIV world, Tiger, 
Phil, Rory, Spieth, JT, and others went to Monahan and said, “This is 
the direction we should move,” Monahan and others would just say, 
“Nah, we’re good.” 

The easier thing to believe is that without leverage it would have 
taken a herculean effort from a large group of players who were all 
focused (rightfully so) on a lot of other things. It’s doubtful that Tiger 
would have wanted any part of that whatsoever like he does now, and 
so nobody was ever galvanized around what could have been. The 
issue was not that players didn’t have leverage, it was that they weren’t 
incentivized (or urgent) to use it. 

Players were allowed to wear shorts in Boston. Propaganda artiste 
Jerry Foltz opened the broadcast saying, “[Fans] come to see great 
golf, but they also come to enjoy themselves more than they’re really 


allowed to at other events.” 


Like, just call the golf! 


Phil continued in his post-first round presser: “The fans are getting a 
lot of benefit out of this, and all professional golfers are getting a lot of 
benefit. The guys on the Tout are playing for a lot more money. It’s great 
that they magically found a couple hundred million. That’s awesome.” 

The “magically found a couple hundred million” got all the tweets 
and headlines, but don’t let it take away from the first line about how 
fans are getting a lot of benefit out of this. Would love to see that 
broken down with charts, graphs, and power points in Phil’s next 


Workday commercial. 
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A Charles Woodson tweet that said, “They're showing off the 
knees,” appeared on the screen during LIV Boston. Imagine showing 
yourself a still frame of this moment two years ago—with the splashy 
F1-like leaderboard on the left, and the 1997 Heisman winner talking 
about golfers’ knees on the right—and trying to make any sense of 
it at all. 

DJ’s playoff winner from 35 feet to beat Joaquin Niemann and 
Anirban Lahiri went in with a speed that said one thing: No matter 


what happens, this is going to be the last hole.** 


Wentworth week started with a Josh Sens report that the judge 
presiding over the Patrick Reed lawsuit against Golf Channel and 
Brandel, Alfred H. Bennett, might be a complete and total menace: 
“So reverent is the judge toward the game’s regulations that he carries 
a copy of the Rules of Golfin his bag. He’s not afraid to break it out 


in the name of fair decisions.” 


“He’s an absolute stickler for the rules,’ Randy Wilson, a 
justice in the 14th Court of Appeals who has played numer- 
ous rounds with Bennett, told Golf.com. “He counts every 


stroke and putts out everything,” 


The Antonio Banderas “leaning back in his desk chair holding his 
fist to his mouth in complete and utter amusement at what he’s just 
witnessed” GIF comes to mind. 

If U.S. Open week was the most contentious week of the year, 
Wentworth wasn’t far behind. Mostly because players like Gooch 
and Ancer tried to take advantage of that court ruling against the 
European Tour and secure some of them OWGR points they were so 


desperate to obtain. 


431. Claire Rogers: Many are comparing the 4 Aces to the 2015-2016 Warriors. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Choo Choo 


376 


Rory: “They shouldn’t be here, but again that’s just my 
opinion. But we are all going to tee it up on the 1st tee [Thurs- 
day] and we are all going to go play 72 holes, which is a novelty 


for them at this point, and then we'll go from there.” 


Rahm: “I’m not going to name anybody, but the only reason 
they’re here is world ranking points, hoping they can finish 
in the top 50 to play certain majors. It’s clear as day. And if 
they’re saying otherwise, they’re not fooling anybody. At least 


not me.” 


Rory part II: “They’ve been paid a lot of money to go play 
on a different tour that is trying to buy the professional game 
in golf. They’re taking spots away from players who really 
need spots this week. This is a massive event on the Euro- 
pean Tour. There are guys that have missed out... that could 
have been in and could have kept their cards for next year 
and kept themselves in a job the next year. Those [LIV] guys 
don’t have to worry about that sort of stuff. They’re here 
because their tour doesn’t get world ranking points and this 


one does.” 


Lowry: “I don’t like it that they are here. I think to be 
honest, the one thing that has really annoyed me over the 
last few months is how disruptive they are all trying to be. 
Obviously, they are here for world ranking points some- 
what, but they are here to be disruptive, and I don’t like it 
... There’s some of the guys I kind of don’t mind them 
being here given what they have done for the Tour over the 
years... There are certain guys I just can’t stand them being 


here to be honest. 
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“Anybody that knows me, I don’t like confrontation or any 
of that stuff. Pll say hello and do my thing. That’s the way 
Pll be. Obviously, the lads, ’ve known them for years and 
some of them became quite good friends over the last few 
years. But obviously I haven’t seen them in a long time now, 
don’t hang out with them anymore. Probably won’t be going 
out for dinner because we haven’t seen each other. But yeah, 
there are certain lads that I shake hands with and certain lads 


IT wouldn't.” 


Listen, I get it. When Rahm talks about how his Spanish friend 
is first alternate, and Gooch is taking up that spot because he 
didn’t realize he would actually be banned by the PGA Tour and 
Norman told him OWGR points wouldn’t be a problem, I under- 
stand the angst. However, can you just start arbitrarily accepting 
the Poulters, Westwoods, and Stensons of the world while telling 
the Gooches, Ancers, and Reeds they can’t play? I suppose—after 
the lawsuit gets sorted out at the beginning of 2023—you could 
potentially create a grandfather clause for LIV players who have 
been lifers on the Euro Tour. On the other hand, that sounds like 
a dream scenario for [gestures at anyone who’s doing litigation on 
behalf of LIV]. 

Speaking of Poulter, he and Billy Ho got into it (?) on the putting 
green. They gesticulated wildly, pointed at each other, and maybe even 
raised their voices at one point! All of this perhaps over Billy Ho’s 
newfound love for West Ham but also maybe over something else. 

Horschel, unlike other players who gave a bit of a pass to the 
Poulters and the Westwoods of the world, was more intense about his 


position. 


“It’s tough because I talked with Ian Poulter and Lee West- 
wood ... Bernd Wiesberger, guys that I get along with very 
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well. As I always said, I don’t fault them for making that deci- 
sion. But you made a decision that is going to weaken both 
tours, and that’s a tough way to go about it, because honestly, 
those guys aren’t going to play enough going forward to really 
help out the PGA Tour, but especially the DP World Tour 


that needs these guys to play more often. 


“Even though Lee Westwood and Ian Poulter have been stal- 
warts for the European Tour, I don’t think those guys really 
should be here. I honestly don’t think that the American guys 
who haven’t supported the PGA Tour should be here. Abraham 
Ancer, Talor Gooch, Jason Kokrak [who withdrew from the 
event], you’ve never played this tournament, you’ve never sup- 
ported the DP World Tour. Why are you here? You are here for 
one reason only and that’s to try to get World Ranking points 


because you don’t have them [on the LIV Tour].” 


Scott Pelley asked players not to wear their LIV gear. Poulter 
ignored him, saying, “This is a business I own a part of and I have a 
right to wear it”’ Aaron Judge wearing a Tokyo Yakult Swallows hat 
while playing right field for the Yankees. 

Queen Elizabeth died, and play was canceled on Friday at Went- 
worth. As was pointed out over and over, guys like Gooch could have 
missed the 2023 Masters on account of the timing of the Queen’s 
death, which would have been the most normal sport moment in all 
of history. 

Play resumed on Saturday, but Sergio withdrew after a 76 in Round 
1 to fly back to Austin for a showdown between his beloved Quinn 
Ewers and Bryce Young. As far as Sergio antics go, this was fairly 
benign, but it did highlight the fact that Sergio never really learned 
to be a professional. Imagine this happening in another industry: 


You know, my column after the first round of the U.S. Open sucked, 
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and I tound a Taylor Swift ticket on Craigslist so I’m heading over to 
D.C. tor the next few days. Good luck with the rest of our coverage 
this weekend. 

It was (widely) reported that Sergio lost his mind at the BMW 
International earlier in the year when news dropped of sanctions for 
Euro Tour players trying to play both LIV and the Euro Tour. “This 
Tour is shit, you’re all fucked,” he apparently yelled. “Should have 
taken the Saudi money.” 

Not to go too far out on a limb here, but it does seem like Sergio 
just kind of does, at all times, whatever the hell Sergio wants to do. 

Lowry held off Rory and Rahm at Wentworth as the tournament 
was hilariously shortened to LIV holes. The trio shot a best ball 57 in 
the final round, and Rahm went 2-3-3-3-3-5-3-4-3 to miss a playoff 
by one. Lowry declared his first win since the 2019 Open as, “One for 
the good guys.” 

I keep saying it’s not that simple, but... maybe it is? The lines are stark 
enough right now that it’s not totally unteasonable to paint the picture in 
this way. If the PGA Tour and European Tour players can do that long 
enough, perhaps LIV withers on the vine. However, once guys like (I’m 
going to make up names here) Xander, Fleetwood, and Hovland go to 
LIV, it could be a true floodgates situation as the white hat/black hat 
narrative gets completely washed away. 

Speaking of black hats! Patrick Reed did an extensive interview 
with the Sunday Times during Wentworth week. Given how much 
litigation he was involved in, this wasn’t quite SBF giving Vox the 


goods, but it was at least in the same universe. 


Everyone who knows the true me knows it’s not this narta- 
tive that the PGA Tour and the Golf Channel have built. It 
feels like the media have painted me as this black hat, and 
they’ve just allowed that to keep on driving their clicks as well 


as the amount of income they can bring in from attacking 
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me.*” They run with everything they can find or try to spin 
it in a negative way. It’s hard to even talk about it because of 
how fictitious it is. The malice and deceit to say something 


like that about somebody is just ridiculous. 


I have never ever intentionally tried to break any rule of golf 
to gain an advantage on anyone.*® I take too much pride in 
the hard work I do each and every day to try and gain an 


advantage in such a petty and deceitful way. 


I feel like [Rory] making those types of comments is insult- 
ing. Let’s be honest, Pve [played the DP World Tour] more 
consistently than some of the Europeans on the PGA Tour, 
so for them to take shots at other guys, especially Billy and 
Rory taking shots at the LIV guys saying they shouldn’t be 
here—I’ve done more for this Tour than Billy has and ve 


played almost as much as Rory has for the past five years. 
Reed equating himself to Rory as it relates to the Euro Tour is amazing. 


Scottie Scheffler received a 9-foot painting of himself surrounded 
by Waterloo sparkling water. Very normal stuff. Photos of the new 
back tee on 13 at Augusta emerged. There is perhaps no clearer 
sign of ANGC’s immense wealth than its ability to reconstitute a 
forest of 50-year-old (80-year-old? 100-year-old?) trees around a 


new course feature.‘ 


432. This might, uh, be an overestimation of how many people are actually interested in 
Patrick Reed. 

433. 1 don't disagree. From Normal Sport Vol. I: Reed is not a cheater in the traditional 
sense, but what he does is just as bad. Acts of deception cloaked in faux integrity. Im not 
even sure he realizes this is what hes doing, but its extremely tough to watch and also a 
huge bummer because so much of his game is so magical and should be easily celebrated 
by those of us who love the sport. 

434. Things that, as an adult, you realize cost more than you thought they did as a kid: 
Rugs, patio furniture, mature trees. 
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Sean Zak reported that LIV Golf’s original concept for its team 
championship called for a closest to the pin challenge to deter- 
mine seeding (amazing). Dan Rapaport reported that Apple TV 
turned down the opportunity to broadcast LIV Golf as it is “too 
toxic” (unsurprising). 

Will Zalatoris was interviewed by Graham Bensinger and said, “If 
Rory was born in the United States, P’'d vote him for president... He’s 
one of the most intelligent, well-spoken, introspective people I’ve ever 
met... We’re lucky to have a guy like that around.” That was Will 


Zalatoris, not me, that said that. 


At LIV Chicago, DJ was presented with a conundrum: “As an avid 
fisherman, I always wanted to ask you, if you were stranded on an 
island the rest of your life, would you rather take your fishing pole or 


Paulina if you had one choice?” 


DJ: “I can’t answer that question.” 


Good to see everyone covering LIV focused on what matters. 


Judicial Watch founder Larry Klayman was suspended from legal 
practice in D.C., and buddy, @useGolfFACTS was up in those men- 
tions like Tony Allen on Kobe in the playoffs. 

The WS/ article on Monahan’s PJ life dropped. I’m sorry if I can’t 
muster outrage about the CEO of an organization that generates $1.5 
billion in revenue using a private jet. Now, I will say that if he’s using 
it for personal use (which he apparently is) and that part is not being 
deducted from his annual compensation, the players he works for 
should be the ones outraged. Here’s what the WS/ reported. 

The most recently available filing for the PGA Tour says that, in 
“limited cases,” top executives “may utilize charter or first class travel 


for business” trips, citing security, privacy or efficiency reasons. 
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The PGA Tour’s actual policy, however, is different from what is 
described in the tax filings. The Tour told The Wall Street Journal 
that Monahan is required by its Policy Board, which includes 
players, to use the corporate plane for all air travel—business and 
personal—because it provides the “necessary level of efficiency, 


privacy, and security.” 


Monahar’s personal use of the jet, the organization said, is 
included as income to the commissioner on the Tout’s annual 
tax filings. The filings don’t specifically mention the private 


jet or any jet-related compensation. 


Lawyers who specialize in nonprofit law criticized the PGA 
Tour’s filings, saying they fail to disclose Monahan’s per- 
sonal-jet travel and claim that charter travel is confined to 


“limited cases.” 


“Given that the organization mandates the use of chartered 
jets for personal travel, the disclosure on the 990 (tax filing) 
is at best misleading and at worst intentionally inaccurate,” 
said Elizabeth Kingsley, a Washington lawyer who advises 


nonprofit organizations. 


LIV Harvest Farms took place. There was only one notable 
moment, and you already know what it was. Before we get to that, 
though, I want to recommend watching The Dissident on YouTube. 
It’s ostensibly the story of Jamaal Khashogei, which it tells chillingly 
and tremendously. But there are certainly scenes that apply to this 
present moment. I was struck perhaps most by the Saudi govern- 
ment’s desire to control the social media conversation. 

To be honest here, I have no idea who I’m interacting with when 
I pop back at @LIVLover54 about OWGR points. When we call 
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accounts “bots,” I think we actually do a disservice to the discourse 
because when we say “bots” we think AI or computer-generated 
responses. Though computers and AI may be part of the Saudi strat- 
egy when it comes to controlling the conversation, they are not the 
particular method outlined in The Dissident. Here’s how the Guard- 


ian paints the picture. 


“The Saudi authorities .. . employed armies of human key- 
board-warrior trolls, nicknamed ‘the flies, to abuse dissi- 


dent voices.” 


Is that what’s happening with the LIV-PGA Tour conversation? I 
have no idea. It certainly feels like what’s happening. The implication 
in the documentary is that this only happens as it relates to political 
protesters and not Ponte Vedra golf sympathizers, but it would be 
difficult to convince anyone who has been in the middle of the back 
and forth in 2022 that what was happening wasn’ an orchestrated, 
strategic onslaught.*® 

In Chicago—or way outside of it—Bryson’s caddie wore a compass 
around his neck, which is very normal and also caused one of the 
LIV announcers to wonder aloud if it was a moral compass, which 
... 1 don’t know, is this a typical thing to say during the middle of a 
golf tournament? Perhaps he should have used it to point his boss in 


a direction away from the most famous gallery rope in the country.** 


“Oh my God, what the fuck guys?” he screamed after taking 
a skinny cord of nylon right to the throat. “I can’t see out of 
my right eye. Shit!! Oh, right in my eye. Fuck. I can’t even see 


right now.” 


435. Who on earth rides for a league anyway? It’s the international Rob Lowe NFL hat 
meme. 
436. “Off with his head!” joked the announcers, which ... what?! 
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Bryson is the rarest of players. Good enough that what he says and 
does almost always matters but also the high king of both intentional 
and unintentional content creation. The triumvirate. Plenty of players 
tick two of the boxes, but the trifecta is so atypical and so valuable 
that whoever produces it must be protected at all costs. ’m going to 
miss him playing on the PGA Tour. Golf has too few characters, and 
he is—probably not in the way he thinks—one of the greatest.‘*” 

Cam Smith won the individual title while the 4 Aces took their 
fourth event in a row. Arlo White unironically (?) compared the 
4 Aces winning four straight LIV events to the Bulls winning six 
NBA titles in the 90s.“ Talor Gooch said on Instagram it was 


“another one for the good guys.” 


Here’s what Greg Norman wrote on Instagram after the event. 


Who’s questioning the real No. 1 and No. 2 in the world?*® 
On top of that they are happy. Their families are happy. Their 
wives are happy.“° Their caddies are happy. The LIV Golf 
team is a family. Everyone is in this together. This has never 
happened on the PGA Tour. As Cam Smith has said, we have 
given golf a heartbeat. 


The fans hold us all accountable. They are holding the PGA 
Tour accountable. They are holding the OWGR accountable. 
How can the OWGR ignore the fact that the two best players 
in the world—Cam Smith and Dustin Johnson—play on the 
LIV Golf Tour? When the fans speak, listen. Golf is a force 
for good. 


437. While we're here, has anyone gone from the epicenter of a sport to barely an after- 
thought more quickly than Bryson did from the beginning of 2021 to the middle of 2022? It 
was Jeremy Lin but for golf. 

438. The only similarity is that Pat Perez and MJ may have the same number of Jordans. 
439. Referencing Cam and DJ. 

440. Cam is not married. 
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First, DJ is great and has been for a long time. But there was no 
objective measure by which he was a top two player in the world in 
2022. Second, It was definitely Cam’s win at Rich Harvest over Turk 
Pettit and Jed Morgan and not a war at the Old Course for a 150-year- 
old trophy that finally breathed some life into golf. 

On the PGA Tour side, a sleepy Fortinet received a startling ending. 
Max Homa and Danny Willett came to the final hole with the latter 
leading the former by a stroke. Homa flubbed his bunker shot and 
left himself 32 feet from way below the hole for birdie. With Willett 
in tight at 3 feet, 7 inches for birdie, I don’t know what the Data Golf 
models looked like, but let’s just say they would have dwarfed the odds 
of Georgia beating UMass in Athens. To put this another way, for 
Homa to win, he needed to make a one from 32 feet with a wedge, and 


Willett needed to make a three from 43 inches with a putter. 


Somehow, that’s exactly what happened. 


Willett’s three-putt from 4 feet was the first at the Fortinet that 
entire week. It was Homa’s fourth win in his last 41 PGA Tour starts. 
At that time, nobody in the world had won more individual OWGR 
events since Jan. 1, 2021 than Max Homa." He said afterward that 
he had a lot of people tell him that if the LIV boys had stayed, he 
wouldn’t have made the Presidents Cup team, and that he played 
pissed off because of that. 


Presidents Cup week started with LIV players sending OWGR 
chairman Peter Dawson a signed letter arguing why they deserve 
OWGR points. The crux was that the OWGR should not deny so 


many great players what they so justly deserve! 


441. Rory, Scheffler, Hovland, Burns, and Cantlay all had four as well. It should be noted that 
I'm unclear at all times about how many OWGR and PGA Tour wins Cantlay and Xander 
have. Between the Zurich, the Olympics, and multiple versions of the Tour Championship, 
you could talk me into anything. 
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Based on the LIV letter, it seemed that LIV believed (and still 
believes) that it’s the players and not the structure of the league that 
should bring OWGR points to bear. In which case you could argue that 
the Seminole Member-Pro should be like the seventh highest-rated 
OWGR event every year or that the JP McManus should have had 
a field rating that was at least equivalent to the Travelers. There are 
good, reasonable arguments for LIV events recetving OWGR points. I 


don’t believe “Our players are really good” is one of them. 


Here’s one response I got. 


Kyle, the PGA Tour is changing its field sizes and moving to 
limited field events.” Just because the PGA Tour always did 
its fields the same way didn’t mean that was the only way to 
conduct its tour. Just because the OWGR always has said 72 


holes plus a cut doesn’t mean it can’t change as well. 


Tm not saying there’s a right or wrong way to run a tour. I don’t 
really care what you do with your tour. I’m saying you can’t have an 
OWGER that compares inequitable events at the highest level. There has 
to be close to complete structural uniformity across tours.““? Imagine 
the BCS but if the SEC moved to three-quarter games. How would 
that go? Mobility is an issue, too. The OWGR, while it exists and as 
long as it is used as an arbiter for who gets into major championships, 
has a duty to protect the field so to speak (i.e. all the other tours). 
That’s essentially what it is doing by laying out the requirements it has 
laid out.*** The lack of mobility within LIV is actually a much bigger 


issue than the 54-hole thing. If you can’t move up or down based on 


442. It's not. 

443. An aside: I don't think the Hero should get OWGR points if it remains an invitational. 
444. Including: competitions contested over 72 holes (except for developmental tours) open 
annual qualifying schools, field size on average of 75 players, 36-hole cuts, clear opportu- 
nity to progress to a full member tour (one of the six members of the International Federa- 
tion of PGA Tours), reasonable access for local and regional players (Monday qualifiers). 
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performance then you are not playing in something that is equitable 


to everything else. 


Not to spoil the next chapter, but D] Pie put together perhaps the 
thread of the year in response to the OWGR letter. 


The DJ/Cam Smith “they should get OWGR points!” take 
is very easy (albeit dumb) to make. Equally easy is the fact 
that James Piot plays on the same tour. He’s never made 
a professional cut. He’s broken 70 once as a pro and was 
arbitrarily given a contract to play in this league. How the 
fuuuuuck is the OWGR supposed to be designed to simul- 
taneously measure someone playing against him in a no-cut 
54-hole event AND someone playing against a 156-man 
field of PGA Tour qualifiers on some equal footing? 


I know the bureaucracy of having A System is boring to 
understand, but the idea of Just Eyeballing It is either so 
unbelievably disingenuous or so ignorant of how the system 
works that it just underscores how stupid and exhausting all 


this shit is. 


If LIV makes changes to fit the criteria (qualification, field 
sizes, number of events, etc.), of course they should get points! 
But it’s hard for most casual fans to grasp just how far away 
from that they are and how little interest they seem to have 
in playing by the rules. So instead the strongest argument 
becomes “wow bad look” and around we go. And by the way, 
if you want to make the OWGR an eye test, you know me and 


Big Randy are down for that. 


445. If your response is "Use Data Golf!” that’s a hell yes from me. Just know going in that 
youre going to get a lot of “Wait, their ranking formula doesn't include wins?!” blowback. 
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What got lost in all the OWGR nonsense was how little it matters to the 
conversation outside of majors. Even then, the majors could simply adjust 
their field criteria to a pre-OWGR landscape. The OWGR is invalid? Fine, 
it’s no longer a path of entry to the Masters or U.S. Open. We now accept all 
past champions of our major, everyone who makes it to the Tour Champi- 
onship, the top 20 from the Race to Dubai, all PGA Tour winners from the 
last year, the top five money earners at LIV, the top three on the Asian Tour 
money list, and anyone who beat the 4 Aces.“ We talk about OWGR 
like it completely defines the future, but it really doesn’t. The major orga- 
nizations steward the past and future of golf and (hopefully? probably?) 
always will. Make Bryson and Sergio go to local qualifying is more or less 
what I’m saying. 

One more LIV note before we get back to the golf. Norman went 


to Capitol Hill, and it did not go well. Here’s theHill.com. 


Criticism came as he met with the Republican Study 
Committee, the largest conservative caucus in the House, 


on Wednesday. 


Rep. Chip Roy (R-Texas) in the meeting pressed Norman 
on his league’s Saudi ties and why it has not registered as a 
foreign agent. He has previously called on the Justice Depart- 
ment to investigate whether LIV Golf violated the Foreign 
Agents Registration Act by not registering its ties with the 


Saudi Arabian government. 


“Don’t come in here and act like you’re doing some great 


thing while you’re pimping a billion dollars of Saudi Arabian 


446. As Sean Zak pointed out, the PGA Championship has zero official OWGR qualifica- 
tion criteria and no way to qualify outside of the non-LIV tours, though it does normally 
invite everyone inside the OWGR top 100 and sometimes players just outside of it. What 
I'm saying is that, barring a change in its system to invite a group of top LIV players, LIV is 
definitely going to sue the PGA of America at some point. 
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money and the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in the United 
States,” Roy told reporters after the meeting. He said that 
Norman’s efforts on Capitol Hill are “PR for Saudi Arabia— 
it’s PR for LIV Golf.” 


Before the end of Norman’s visit with the group, Rep. Tim Bur- 
chett (R-Tenn.) left the meeting, saying that he could not fully 
understand what Norman was saying because of his Australian 
accent and that it was all “basically propaganda,’ and dismissed 


issues that Norman raised about anti-competitive behavior. 


“A bunch of rich guys [are] not gonna play golf somewhere— 
it doesn’t bother me one bit,” Burchett said. “Federal gov- 
ernment needs to stay out of that and just let these country 


clubbers handle their own game.” 


A tough scene, although Norman was unperturbed. 


He said that members were “very positive” in their response 
to his message, and that it was “great to have an open debate” 


with Roy in the meeting. 


Norman brushed off concerns about registering as a foreign 
agent. “We’re a commercial operation. So we’re here just to 


grow the game of golf,’ he said. 


And Norman asserted that he has not faced lawmakers giving 
him a hard time over LIV. “Not one person since Pve been 
CEO has told me this is a bad idea,” he said. 


Adam Scott kicked off the fun at Quail Hollow by continuing with 


his unconscionable “I want to look as much like a 40-year-old dad 
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as humanly possible” wardrobe choices. Trevor Immelman brought 
up a good point early in the week when he said he asked why Louis 
couldn’t play given that he resigned his PGA Tour membership and 
International team members don’t need to be PGA Tour members to 
play the Presidents Cup. Apparently, he was told Louis wasn’t in good 
standing with the Tour because he appeared in LIV marketing before 
he resigned.**” 

Porath said he missed Phil and compared him to a “testy Saban 
at the Ryder Cup” but a “strutting Spurrier at the Presidents Cup.’“° 

Much of the pre-Presidents Cup chatter was either about the Inter- 
national team’s depleted roster, LIV’s effect on the event, or—in most 
cases—both. ESPN’s Paolo Uggetti made the terrific observation that 
Xander was trying to look as hard as humanly possible in every single 
photo he took leading into the matches. Beall pointed out that some- 


thing would likely change with the presumed U.S. captain pecking order. 


“With Phil out of the running, and assuming Tiger doesn’t 
want it, feels like Fred Couples would be a solid captain for 
2025 Ryder Cup at Bethpage. He'd be 65 but players genuinely 
love him and he has the personality to deal with and harness 


the power of the rowdy NYC crowd.” 


The matches began, and they were who we thought they were. 
Beall pointed out that Morikawa hitting approaches on Cam Young 
drives should be a misdemeanor. Dan Rapaport called Cam Young’s 
driver “peak violence” in opposition to Rory’s move, which he called, 
“peak graceful.” I determined that of all the different versions, I think 
Team JT is the best JT.*° 

The moment of Day 1 came when Spieth asked JT if they should 
concede a pu— “No.” 

447. Feels kinda weak, to be honest. 


448. How many rounds do you think Spurrier and Phil have played together at ANGC? 
449. While simultaneously, if you don't like JT, the most loathsome. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Choo Choo 392 


The U.S. side was tied or led after 80 of the 83 holes that were 
played on Thursday, but the International team somehow squeezed out 
a point. JT and Spieth downed Sungjae and Poor Corey Conners 2 and 
1, which wasn’t nearly as unpleasant as Cantlay and Xander dusting 
Adam Scott and Hideki, 6 and 5. 

I joked that Billy Ho was going to go full Dabo running down the 
Hill at Death Valley*® to the first tee on Friday. He didn’t, but Kevin 
Kisner did dap up 43—standing next to 42—like he was a 25-year 
hunting pal instead of one of four humans who have served as U.S. 
president this century. 

Norman tweeted as the Day 2 matches started, “Outside of all 
this angst — golf is golf, competition is competition; something every 
golfer thrives on. As a former player and captain of the International 
team, I wish Trevor Immelman and his entire team the very best in 
repeating our only 1998 Presidents Cup success in Melbourne,” to 
which Trevor replied with a hearty and sardonic, “LOL.” 

Pll let Dylan Dethier bring you Tom Kim’s entrance on Friday: 
Tom Kim just pumped up the crowd, club-twirled his driver and did 
a quick tee-grab on a shot that went directly into a fairway bunker. I 
think I have a new favorite golfer. 

JT and Spieth rolled again—this time 2 and 1 over Adam Scott 
and Cam Davis—and JT hit him with a... to be honest I don’t even 
know how to describe this other than to say he cupped both hands 
well below his waist and moved them up and down to indicate Spieth 
was displaying a substantial amount of courage and bravery. 

Bassy and Sungjae turned in a best ball 63 in four ball... and didn’t 
win. Burns and Scheffler stymied them with a best ball 62. A half 
point for each team in the match of the event to that point. 

Speaking of Horschel, he played hatless but with enough gel in 
his hair that you could envision him trying to win the Lucky Strike 


account away from Don Draper. My favorite moment from him 


450. I've watched that video, honestly, probably 15 times. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Choo Choo 393 


on Friday came when playing partner, Max Homa, put one within 
striking distance on 18 with the match tied, and Horschel unleashed 
what was surely a string of expletives unfit for a Kirby Smart half 
time speech. 

The stage cleared*' for Homa’s goals and dreams, and they never 
left the center of the cup. 

The celebration was out of this world by golf standards. Homa 
backed away as it fell and punctuated it with two rhythmic points at 
the ground and a right hook that would have gone through Bryson’s 
brass chest. It was a real moment in a year that was sometimes short 
on them, at least on the course. 

He was asked to compare this putt and win to his individual 
titles, and he responded the only way I would have expected: “100 
times better.” 

Team golf, at least this kind of team golf, is undefeated. I dove 
into the deep end about this last year in a post-Ryder Cup column as 
well as chapter 10 of Normal Sport Vol. 1 so we don’t need to revisit 
other than to say that we are hardwired to be in community, to work 
in conjunction with one another, and to achieve (or fail) alongside 
people we love. It shouldn’t surprise us that team golf is so profoundly 
great given that we feel the desire for communion in everything we 


do. That this would apply to golf is a rational outcome. 


More Homa: “TI told my wife—when we talk about things 
money can’t buy, money cannot buy that feeling [on the 
18th green], and that was something that I will remember 
forever, and I will tell anybody who ever wants to hear how 


that felt.’”2 


451. Soly: Legitimately has to be one of the coolest possible feelings in golf. Eighteenth 
green, to win the match, entire team surrounding the green. 

452. Spieth, later: “I think Max said it really well. You just can’t put a price on this [week]. 
There's really nothing that’s more enjoyable.” 
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PGA Tour employees should have to jump and touch that phrase 
on a banner as they walk over the drawbridge in Ponte Vedra like 
Michigan running into the Big House. 

Going into Saturday, the Vegas number on the International team 
winning the event was astronomical. Similar to the Knicks winning 
the 2023 NBA Finals or Nebraska winning the Big Ten title. Immel- 
man’s problems were innumerable, but chief among them may have 
been that the U.S. side’s 10th best player in the six months leading into 
the Presidents Cup was a two-time major winner and began hitting 
irons at Quail Hollow that dropped to the turf like snowflakes from 
the sky. 

Scottie Scheffler got the fun going early on Saturday when he 
found the hosel in his match against K.H. Lee and Tom Kim. Notah 
Begay: “That my friends is a familiar sight at a lot of clubs around the 


country on a Saturday morning.” 


“It’s Tom Kim time.” —Tom Kim (and literally everyone else).*® 


He started pouring them in like KD at Rucker Park, and in a 
blowout it became extremely easy to ride for the locomotive.*™ Soly: 
Tom Kim left the 10th green without his golf ball and he left the 
11th green without his golf ball and his putter. He may leave the 12th 
without his pants. 

With Joe Skovron playing the role of Sir Topham Hatt, and nothing 
but clear track and blue skies ahead, it became clear that the only move 
for this Presidents Cup would be to cancel the afternoon matches and 
let Tom play JT and Spieth in a four ball by himself, wagering as many 
points as he had at his disposal.‘ 


453. I told you we'd get there. 

454. Beall: Tom Kim's been so good Ryan Palmer's left a voicemail asking about the Zurich 
Classic. 

455. It would actually be amazing if in team golf a player could walk to the dais at any 
moment throughout the week and challenge another player for X number of points not 
exceeding however many his own team had at that very moment (like Jeopardy). 
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@useGolfFACTS resurfaced with a comment about how JT and 
Spieth look “so miserable ... oops I mean happy” together as playing 
partners. I don’t know about all that, but I do know they’re now 8-2-0 
together with losses to Sergio and Rahm at Whistling Straits and Mol- 
liwood in Paris. 

@useGolfFACTS also started pumping a YouTube video put 
together by somebody who runs a YouTube channel called The 
Thinking Man Show entitled “How the OWGR Has Canceled Global 
Golf,’ stating that “people need to know what the Official World 
Golf Rankings are doing.” 


Imagine showing those last two paragraphs to a regular human. 


Spieth chipped in to win their afternoon match against Hideki and 
Taylor Pendrith. In total over four matches, they were 4 up on as many 
holes as they trailed. The scoreboard at that point read: JT/Spieth — 4, 
the world — 4. 

I tweeted that Rome is not going to be all that close. “I’ve made a 
huge mistake.” —Gob Bluth —Slugger White —Kyle Porter. Davis Love 
drove under a gallery rope, to which Dan Hicks said, “Successfully 


” 


handling the gallery rope. Not easy to do, Zing.” “Not for everyone,” 
replied Zinger. 

The day ended with what was probably the moment of the event. Si 
Woo Kim and Tom Kim beat Cantlay and Xander, 1 up, after closing 
birdie-par-birdie. The three at the last came from Tom, who never saw 
it go in.“ It was the last of 21 putts he either walked in or walked off on 
Saturday, and it pulled the Internationals back into the mix, down just 
11-7 going into singles. 

It also produced the image of the tournament. This 20-year-old kid 


looking over at everyone he was playing for—teammates, spouses, 


456. Rory to Tom Kim a few weeks later: “I was yelling at my TV’ 
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kids, and analysts*’—screaming his face off for the 50th time that 
day, and everybody on the fringe giving it right back to him. Team 
golf, baby. 

Here’s what Kim said later: “I was already thinking in the back of 
my mind, ‘What am I going to do, how am I going to celebrate?’ .. . It 
was an amazing feeling for that to go in because the team was behind 
and they were watching. I wanted it more than anything in the world.” 

As Dylan Dethier noted, Sir Topham Hatt walked around tapping 
down spike marks after the celebration, which is the highest level 


of sauce that exists.“ 


Immelman recapped the day well: “I’m almost in tears here.” 


Scheffler was filmed grinding on the putting green deep into Satur- 
day night to which Porath quipped: No. 1 player in the world. Turning 
on the lights, assistant captain Stricker out there having a look. DL3 
comes in too. If nothing else these team weeks remain unique from 


every other in the year and that’s cool. 


Sunday started with Spieth holding his son overhead on the first tee 
like Rafiki holding up Simba on Pride Rock, and maybe Bryson isn’t 
the most meme-able player in the world. 

Tom Kim rolled in with blacked-out shades featuring the Interna- 
tional team logo on the lenses. He raised his hands over his head as he 
entered the arena, and for a minute I thought we might get a full Tiger 
raising the roof in Phoenix extravaganza.“ 

Three days after barking “no” with tremendous enthusiasm at 
Spieth about whether a putt should be conceded to the Internation- 
als, JT reacted to not being given a 2 foot, 7 inch putt (that he later 


457. One text I got about Mark Broadie, who was running numbers for Immelman and Co., 
may or may not have said, “Benedict Broadie.” 

458. Also a long overdue paying of respects to Jose Maria at Brookline. 

459. Soly on the entrance: Me on my way to shooting 86. 
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said was a foot and a half) with the same face I make when my kids 
insist that, yes, they in fact do prefer Trouble Cars Edition over 
Ticket to Ride. 

As it turned out, JT was involved in the match of the day. He went 2 up 
early before Si Woo closed 3-4-4-4-3, threw up the Pat Reed “Shhhhh,” 
and swiped a point from him. It was part of an International surge that, 
for 15 minutes anyway, contorted the expressions of some folks’ faces 
into the Brian Windhorst meme, and this is the beauty of the Presidents 
Cup and Ryder Cup. Because points are always weighted more heavily 
toward the end of the week, and because nearly everyone in the event is 
a star—as NLU pointed out—it always seems like the team that’s down 
has that 15-minute stretch where things feel possible. Blowouts at team 
events are almost always only blowouts in retrospect.*© 

At one point in the matches a rules official was reading through the 
rule book as multiple humans stared at a ball on the ground. Normal 
stuff. Spieth trounced Cam Davis, and I do believe my favorite version 
of Spieth—and there are many!—is the one where, after he runs off four 
birdies in a row, Greller is power walking behind, head down, just chuck- 
ling to himself about how in the world somebody who so often looks that 
bad can possibly be this good. 

Hideki hit somebody in the leg on the 18th and then hit the flagstick 
on that same hole to make par and tie with Sam Burns. Normal. Bassy 
downed Scottie Scheffler. Homa beat Tom Kim. Xander walked one in 
to clinch the Cup. 

All of a sudden the U.S. has won six of its last seven international 


team events. 


A take: I like the Presidents Cup. It’s good. It’s not the Ryder Cup, 
and nobody should pretend like it is. But team golf is zany enough at 
this level that unless the matches are just completely uncompetitive 


(like at Liberty National), it’s difficult to not enjoy the week. Royal 


460. Ignore the 2017 Presidents Cup. 


>. 


i 
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Melbourne and Quail Hollow were both entertaining, fun weeks that 
added substance to pro golf rather than nothing at all. Could you still 
talk me into a mixed team event as the future of this event? Sure, but 


if that doesn’t happen, I’m still going to look forward to these events. 


Beall called JT a “rich, rich man’s version of Ian Poulter in these 
events” and noted that he’s on a trajectory that would make him the 
best player in American team history. This squares with my declara- 
tion last year at the Ryder Cup that he’s actually the U.S. player every- 
body thought Reed was going to be. He’s 16-5-3 since his first event 
at Liberty National.** 

In the NHL playoff-like handshake line after the festivities ended, 
Kevin Kisner told K.H. Lee, “You’re the most handsome man in 
America,” before turning to Si Woo and saying, “You're the ugliest 
fucker out here.” Then he left the afterparty early, ostensibly to hunt 
pheasant with 43. 

Spieth, the adult in the room on Sunday evening, turned again to 
Rome just as he did the previous year from a makeshift press room at 
Whistling Straits: “No, I think that winning at home is special in its 
own way, and there’s nothing that beats it. But going over there on the 
road and winning would be incredibly special next year, and I really 
hope I’m a part of the team.” 

Homa did the NLU pod after winning the event but before 
hitting the team room on Sunday evening. What he said was, pre- 


dictably, outstanding. 


Sometimes I romanticize situations in my head, and you show 


up to things like this that are—this is an exhibition, right, it’s 


461. JRay: His points per match average of 0.73 is the best in U.S. history for a player with 
five or more starts who has competed in both Cups. 

462. After criticizing his team’s ability to party! “I have never seen a better display of golfers 
and a worse display of partiers . .. that’s why they picked me. I got half a point but I brought 
the fun.” 
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awesome but it’s an exhibition—and I show up with all the 
intensity in the world, excited. And you look around the room 
with 11 other guys who are the best players on the planet, and 


they treat it like it’s an important piece of business. 


You realize that .. . someone had written me something 
interesting this week—it said success leaves clues—and I 
saw a lot of clues this week as to why these guys are the best 
players in the world.*® It was cool to be around these people 
to watch how they approach their craft. It shows why they 
are as good as they are. It was fun to be immersed in that 
because golf is very individual and lonely, and I do all this 
stuff on my own and you don’t know what anybody else is 


doing. It was cool to see everybody else treat it like I treat it. 


Max is always good on any podcast, but I find his appearances on 
NLU particularly interesting and not just because of what he says. Have 
you ever noticed the way he ends every interaction with those guys? 
Something like, Thanks for having me, see you soon, love you guys. 

It’s subtle, but I find it fascinating that he always ends his appear- 
ances by telling those guys how much he loves them. That’s a rare 
thing, not just in golf player-media interactions but in life. I find Max 
to be somebody who is sometimes self-conscious but also incredibly 
vulnerable. Perhaps the two go hand in hand. Maybe you can’t be 
vulnerable unless you're self-aware, which in an imperfect world often 
leads to self-consciousness. Regardless, that vulnerability—that he’s 
not afraid to discuss how much he loves ANGC even if some people 
think it’s dorky, or his refusal to conceal how desperate he is to be on 
an American team—is, even beyond his humor and self-deprecation, 


the reason I believe he’s so beloved. 


463. Scheffler putting by vehicle headlights with DL3 and Stricker looking on comes to 
mind. 
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After the Presidents Cup, Phil decided to take his name out of the 
lawsuit against the PGA Tour. The only players left were Matt Jones, 
Peter Uihlein, and Bryson, who later said it was about the principle 
and not the money, claiming that the Tour owes him $1.75 million 
from last year’s PIP. 

Eamon Lynch reported that LIV was nearing a deal to broadcast its 
product on Fox Sports 1. One in which LIV would actually pay Fox 


Sports 1—and not the other way around—for airtime. 


A well-placed industry executive says LIV struck out with 
approaches to multiple broadcasters, including NBC, CBS, 
Disney, Apple and Amazon, and that Fox Sports got involved 
only at the behest of Lachlan Murdoch, the executive chair- 
man and CEO of Fox Corp. Last month, Sports Business 
Journal reported that Jared Kushner, the son-in-law of 
Donald Trump, had been calling broadcasters trying to gen- 
erate interest in a LIV television package. In 2021, Kushner’s 
private equity firm, Affinity Partners, secured $2 billion in 


funding from the Saudi Public Investment Fund. 


“There were people at Fox who wanted nothing to do with 


this,” the source said. “They were forced to do it.” 


A former U.S. president’s son-in-law is involved in a media company 
being paid to broadcast a golf league funded by a foreign government, 
which also happens to fund the son-in-law’s equity firm and all of this 
after his father-in-law received money to host two of its events. Very 
normal transactions. 

The TV time is not the joke it was sometimes made out to be. T'V 
is vital to LIV’s future success, not so much for the revenue stream it 
could create from a partner (obviously that’s not in the cards here) but 


because other sponsors aren’t going to ink deals if youw’re only runnin 
going y' y g 
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your feed to YouTube dot com. Here’s a great Beall and Dan Rapaport 


report from Digest earlier this year. 


But Rishe adds a caveat: “Until LIV attains a solid media- 
rights deal with a legacy network, this will place a de facto 


ceiling on the value of sponsor deals.” 


Other experts agree that though media consumption is dras- 
tically evolving with more platforms and choices than ever 
before, a streaming-only deal will hamper LIV Golf. Most 
sports and especially golf are still watched in traditional, linear 
fashion. It’s one of the reasons sports rights are so expen- 
sive: They are one of the few programs watched as scheduled. 
Moreover, while LIV’s focus may be on a younger crowd, the 
type of companies that are involved in the golf business tend 
to target the older, affluent audience. Even with bringing in 
new sponsors that haven’t been in the space before, LIV Golf 


will need to tap into those existing advertisers. 


“You need the high-earner male in his mid-50s. People don’t 
want to hear that, but that’s who buys the expensive products 
that are advertised on professional golf,’ says Neal Pilson, 
former president of CBS Sports. “That’s what drives the golf 
ship. That’s the important sponsor support golf brings and 


makes it a commodity.” 


Paying for T'V time sounds silly and infomercial-y because it is. But 
it’s also a great way to jump-start a league whose financial statements 
would make a CPA weak in the knees. What was the total count? Bob 
Harig reported that LIV spent $784 million, but what do we think it 
brought in this year? Was it $20 million? Higher? Lower? What even 


were the revenue streams? Ticket sales had to be tiny since passes were 
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going for like $1.50 on Ticketmaster feat. Taylor Swift dot com. Did 
LIV make 10 figures in Cleeks hats and cotton candy? Its only sponsor 
I’m aware of was a real estate company featured in the Jeddah event 
that is funded by, yep, the PIF. Regardless, even if it has to pay for 
TV time in the future, that will raise the ceiling—if only slightly—on 
how much money it can bring in. 

Dunhill Links week brought the St. Andrews weather we were 
hoping for in July. In the second round 34 players shot rounds in the 
80s, and my guy, Alexander Knappe, shot a 52 over nine holes. This is 
what it looked like: 4-5-6-5-5-6-9-8-4. It’s not the perfect nine holes— 
I’m desperate for nine unique scores over a nine-hole stretch**—but 


it’s in the running for Bacon’s psycho scorecard of the year. 


This was the week Rory called for golf’s Treaty of Versailles.*® 


“Tve always said I think there is a time and a place where 
everyone that’s involved here should sit down and try to work 
together. It’s very hard for that to happen right now when 


there’s two lawsuits going on. 


“There’s a natural timeline here to let temperatures just sort 
of settle down a little bit and people can maybe go into those 
mediations with cooler heads and not be so emotional about 


it all. 


“But look, I don’t want a fractured game. I never have. You 
look at some other sports and what’s happened, and the game 
of golf is ripping itself apart right now, and that’s no good for 


anyone. It’s no good for the guys on, you know, this side or 


464. Cam Young got close at Brookline. 

465. He also said, “If we can send rockets to the moon and bring them back again and have 
them land on their own I'm sure we can figure out how to make professional golf cohesive 
again; which made me laugh. 
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the sort of traditional system, and it’s no good for the guys on 
the other side, either. It’s no good for anyone. There is a time 
and a place for it. I just think right now, with where every- 


thing is, it’s probably not the right time. 


“But saying that, I don’t think we can let it go too much 
longer. So [’m all for everyone sitting around the table and 


trying to figure something out for sure.” 


The question bouncing around my head all year was this: What does 
compromise or working together even look like? Neither the PGA Tour 
nor LIV is incentivized to meet in the middle—we’re way past that point, 
especially given how committed LIV is and how the PGA Tour can in 
no way accept PIF money now—so what exactly is a reunified game? Pro 
golf is so unique in that it has five (six? seven?) nearly equivalent organi- 
zations. Imagine five NBAs, which all had varying degrees of power that 
could be asserted in different ways. This created problems even before 
LIV because each organization often acted independent of all the others. 
Shared power sounds great until an autocratic nation enters the room and 
starts shoveling riyals at some of the most consequential people in the 
game, and everybody looks around wondering who, exactly, is in charge. 

Rory finished two back of Ryan Fox at St. Andrews on Sunday, 
which means he faced 322 golfers over two events at the Old Course 
this year, beat 316 of them, lost to five, tied one and didn’t win a single 
trophy. Rory’s on-course greatness gets obliterated by our expecta- 
tions. However, when you look at the breadth of his career, it’s truly 
astonishing (and, pending another major or two, always on the verge 
of historical). 

Patrick Reed pulled his original lawsuit (wisdom!) then re-filed less 
than 12 hours later in a different state (whatr!), adding Damon Hack, 
Shane Bacon, and Eamon Lynch. In correspondence from his lawyer 


via email to several golf media members, he said the following. 
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“Neither Chamblee, Hack, Bacon, Lynch and NBC’s Golf 
Channel itself, nor any of their alleged co-conspirators, such 
as the PGA and DP World Tour, are above the law, and they 
finally will have their day of legal reckoning before ‘Lady 


Justice.” 


Absolutely incredible. 


Bryson nearly won the World Long Drive, which I feel got over- 
looked because most people don’t understand how different the long 
drive is from playing regular professional golf. It would be like Federer 
winning silver in table tennis at the Paris Olympics. It sounds plau- 
sible until you actually watch table tennis and start thinking through 


the implications. 


Mark Hubbard nearly won the Sanderson (Mackenzie Hughes 
ended up walking a putt in for the victory), and he dropped this doozy 


during the week. 


Absolutely not, no [I did not think it could be a good week 
for me]. I had last week off. My daughter got me sick, and 
then accidentally knocked off a kitchen knife off the counter 
and stabbed me in the foot, so I had a hole in my foot this 
whole week, and I didn’t get to practice at all last week, so I 
was just kind of coming here trying to get ready for Vegas to 


be honest. 


I think that probably has a lot to do with expectations being 
low. That being said, I felt incredible about my game for the 
last six, seven months, so Pm just kind of trying to go with 
it and keep those expectations low and just try and hit good 


golf shots. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Choo Choo 406 


Normal. 


Zach Johnson toured Italy, ate gelato, and met the pope.‘ The 
Korn Ferry Tour increased purses 37 percent and cleared a path for 
more PGA Tour U starts in 2023. Josh Allen mocked the long drive 


runner-up by pretending to get knocked out by a rope at a Bills game. 


I did not mean for those three sentences to be smashed together 
at the end of a chapter on Tom Kim and the Presidents Cup, but 
here we are. Individually, no normal person would understand them 
or have any context for deciphering what they mean. Here, they not 
only make sense as standalone phrases but somehow make even more 
sense combined as a three-sentence paragraph. That’s why this book 
was written. Everything that mattered, and a bunch of stuff that prob- 
ably didn’t. 


466. Who undoubtedly asked the question we've all been wondering: How do you keep 
accidentally hitting the ball on your practice swings? 


Chapter 13 


Noise, but Louder 
by: DJ. Piehowski 


I: sure I don’t need to tell you much about the final-round 79 
that South African MG Keyser turned in at the 2019 Journey to 
Jordan Tour Championship. The Greg Norman-designed Ayla Golf 
Club seemed to get the better of Keyser that day, but at that point the 
hard work had already been done. 


Keyser won more prize money than any of his MENA Tour 
competitors in 2019, taking in $45,153 to win the Order of Merit by 
more than $7,000. The MENA Tour (Middle East and North Africa 
Tour) hit some operational bumps in the road shortly after Keyser 
secured his top spot on the money list. According to a report by golf 
writer Ryan French, a number of players weren’t paid for the first five 
events of 2020. The tab didn’t run any higher because the MENA 
Tour ceased operations in March of that year when the pandemic 
started, and it remained dormant for more than two years before an 
unlikely revival. 

Now for the first of what will surely be a number of sentences 
in this chapter that I would have had a hard time understanding a 


year ago: Four-time major champion Brooks Koepka was the leading 
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money winner on the MENA Tour in 2022, amassing $4.6 million in 


just two starts. 


How did this happen? ’'m so bummed out you asked. 


SRK ARK ARK OK KK 


As I write this, Dustin Johnson, a guy who earned more than $35 
million on the golf course in 2022, is the 35th-ranked player in the 
world. Brooks Koepka is No. 42 and Bryson DeChambeau is No. 
54.47 As you read this, ’m sure they’re all quite a bit lower than that. 

The Official World Golf Ranking system matters for four reasons. 
First, and most boringly, it helps determine performance bonuses 
between players and sponsors.*® Second, and most inconsequentially, 
it gives golf fans a simple framework and tool to discuss the game and 
its players the way you would discuss a normal sport.“ “Luke Donald 
overachieved in his career—he was World No. 1 for 56 weeks!” 
“Jordan Spieth is in danger of falling outside of the Top 100 in the 
world. What’s going on?!” Things like that. 

Third, and most complicatedly, it serves as a tool to allow rela- 
tive comparison of players from various tours. Before the exorbitant 
riches of the PGA Tour attracted the bulk of the world’s talent toward 
mostly U.S.-based schedules, it was much more interesting to see how 
a player from the European Tour or Japan or Korea would stack up 
against the most popular names in the sport. In order to do this, these 
tours play a mostly-standardized format of golf—predominantly 72 
holes of stroke play. 

Finally, fourth, and probably most importantly, the OWGR is one 
of the largest determinants of who gets into the major championships. 
Among many other qualification criteria, the Masters invites the top 
467. Chef's kiss. 


468. If you get to No. lin the OWGR, we will give you XXX, and so on. 
469. Ha! 
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50 players in the world, the U.S. Open invites the top 60, yada yada. 
These cutoffs have always been closely monitored by players on the 
fringes of the top 50. But in 2022, they were top of mind for some of 
the game’s most familiar faces as well. Presented with a once-in-a-life- 
time financial windfall in LIV Golf that would likely come at the cost 
of world ranking points, players needed to do some math*” and make 
a choice. The math obviously didn’t look good,‘" but players forged 
ahead anyway. Some already had other major exemptions in their back 
pockets (Cam, DJ, Brooks, and Reed had all won majors in recent 
years that got them into future majors). The rest either remained con- 
fident that OWGR points would come in some other form down the 
road or had written off the idea of playing in majors altogether.*” 

Since ’m not sure when you’re reading this historical record of 
2022," it probably bears repeating: This year, a number of the most 
recognizable players in golf decided to leave the PGA Tour to play in 
a new golf league started and funded by the Public Investment Fund 
of Saudi Arabia called LIV Golf. It is (was?) a league full of four-man 
teams called things like the Four Aces and the Fireballs and Smash 
and Torque. These are real things that happened. 

At its best, the LIV situation caused an introspective look at not 
only where the PGA Tour could improve, but why we watch sports in 
the first place. At its worst, the conversation oversimplified extremely 
complex ideas and systems and weaponized them as part of a win- 
ners-and-losers culture war that seems to have infiltrated every waking 
moment of every day of modern life. Golf talk, but louder. 

Despite 10 or so months of trying, it’s hard to overstate how fucking 
insane this shift in the world of pro golf was in 2022. Even now, I’m 


furiously typing and deleting paragraphs trying to put it into context. 


470. A tough scene for some of these guys. 

471. Most guys were all but certain to fall out of the top 50 before the 2023 Masters rolled 
around. 

472. Pat Perez at LIV Portland: “Believe it or not, I’m 107 in the world, I’m not worried about 
the majors.” 

473. And since it’s another one of those hefty, barely believable sentences. 
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Each time the task feels more and more unworkable. I would guess 
the other writers in these pages had the same issue. It’s all I think 
about when I think about professional golf. Even when Rory Mcllroy 
was making a charge at winning The Open at The Old Course at St. 
Andrews, LIV—and everything Rory had done to combat it—was 
surely a huge part of the subtext. It became inescapable, and that trend 
continued in the fall after the Presidents Cup came to a close. 

We're sitting at a painfully obvious inflection point in the history of 
pro golf, and at the moment it’s hard to see how splitting the game’s 
top players across different leagues, tournaments, and continents is 
going to end up as a net positive for golf fans, at least in the next 5-10 
years. Pro golf is already a niche sport propped up by a T'V deal that 
makes less sense to me as each week’s ratings come in. Fracturing the 
game and starting an arms race with unsustainable amounts of money 
seems far more likely to turn pro golf into pro boxing than into pro 
football. But I guess we'll find out. Some industries, it seems, are built 
on endless cycles of breaking apart and re-consolidating. Maybe 10 
years from now the bulk of this book will be about offseason moves 
that the Iron Heads need to make if they seriously want to contend 
for a title. Maybe the PIF will get bored in a few years and LIV won’t 
exist at all. My guess right now is that the reality will be an uninspired, 
fairly dispassionate middle ground where the majors get more pres- 
tigious and the rest of the events fight for relevance. Hither way, it’s 
worth pointing out that while pro golf isn’t going anywhere, Pro Golf 
As We Knew It has certainly come to an end. 

I think that what tends to happen during seismic shifts like this 
is that people can only say, “Wow, this is crazy,’ so many times. We 
all naturally get bored of repeating the headline over and over, no 
matter how big the typeface is. So, instead, we dive headfirst into the 
details, breaking the topic into its component parts and looking for 
threads we can cling to. We start understanding one small piece at a 


time. And with LIV, each of those components have complexities. 
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And each of those complexities have hypotheticals. Each of those 
hypotheticals leave little cracks for politics and conspiracy to seep in. 
And on it goes until you wake up one day unable to have an opinion 
about Talor Gooch’s iron play unless you’ve read the Foreign Agents 
Registration Act. 

It’s been an overwhelming onslaught of details for something in our 
lives that has always been a bit of an escape. Honestly, even though it’s 
technically a job, golf still often feels like a delightful reprieve for many 
of us contributing to this book. For the most part, we’ve all covered golf 
in a deeply unserious way. Needless to say, that changed very quickly 
this year. Some of the topics, themes, and comments involved got pretty 
solemn in a hurry. 

It has all left very little middle ground for fans and media alike. 
Outside of Phil Mickelson’s “scary MFer” quotes and a few big sign- 
ings, it’s hard to keep up and it’s hard to cover. In order to actually 
explain anything about LIV comprehensively, sometimes it feels like 
you have to also explain how independent contractors get paid in golf, 
the limitations and benefits of the PGA Tour’s tax-exempt status, the 
concept of sportswashing, the way TV rights are structured, the back- 
ground of Greg Norman’s failed World Tour in the 1990s, who is 
funding the WGC-HSBC Invit——See! P’'m doing it again! 

The effect here is that you have a small handful of forcefully 
informed online evangelists, and a lot of understandably confused 
casual fans asking, “So, what’s up with this LIV thing?’”” It became a 
real life “I ain’t reading all that” meme and who could blame anyone 
for feeling that way? So it’s back to grasping at details and fragments. 

Some of them are hilarious to discuss—“did you see the Fireballs’ 
logo?” Some are insidery and addictive—“Did you hear what Bryson 
got? Did you hear who is rumored to go next?” And some are the 
perfect combination of subjectively simple and objectively complex; 


future stalemates with plenty of good- and bad-faith ammo on both 


474. This predominantly seemed to happen at otherwise-peaceful family gatherings. 
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sides. This brings us back to the Official World Golf Rankings, an 
extremely complicated system whose mission is to “administer and 
publish, on a weekly basis, a transparent, credible, and accurate 
Ranking based on the relative performances of players participating 
in male Eligible Golf Tours worldwide.” 

A quick aside, by the way: I know this stuff sucks. I don’t want to 
write about it and you probably are tired of reading about it for all the 
reasons spelled out above. That’s kind of the whole point. How much 
more fun would it be to talk about the fact that Rory McHroy won 
something called a CJ Cup to get back to No. 1 in the world? How 
exciting! The Return of the King! That would be great. And maybe 
we'll get there. I bet we will. But ignoring the fact that LIV was the 
story at every point of 2022 is to continue the complacent, head-in- 
the-sand, “this is fine dot gif” delusion that made this unthinkable 
shift weirdly possible. Anyway, we continue. 

The output of the OWGR is very simple: an ordering of pretty much 
all the pro golfers on the planet. How it gets there is via a complex 
system that has plenty of room for critique and discussion. The rank- 
ings have been around since 1986 and have evolved over the years to 
include new tours, changes and evolutions of many different kinds. The 
rankings feature a set of (mostly unpublished) eligibility criteria with 
which all participating tours must comply. This includes standardizing 
things like qualifying structure, field sizes, event minimums, and more. 
In order for a new tour to be considered, it must be proposed by a tour 
in good standing and undergo a one-year waiting and review period, 
during which it complies with all of the eligibility criteria. 

It should be noted that the OWGR handbook also cryptically explains 
that the board can award points to a tour that is not in compliance with 
all the criteria or deny points to a tour that is in compliance, based on its 
own discretion. 

That last sentence has spurred a lot of murkiness. There are 


plenty of examples of situations where the OWGR has made some 
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common sense exceptions to its own rules. For instance, since the 
World Golf Championships are one-off tournaments put on by a 
collection of sanctioned tours, they are given OWGR points despite 
being no-cut, limited field events. From where I’m sitting, most of 
these exceptions are well-reasoned and make sense for the greater 
good of pro golf.‘ You may strongly disagree, and that’s fine. The 
OWGR’s merit was heavily debated this year in the court of public 
opinion. It’s likely the argument will take place in a court with more 
gravity sooner than later. 

If you followed golf at all this year, you probably know why we’re 
talking so much about LIV and OWGR points—it’s because they 
didn’t get any. This was not for lack of trying (or even for lack of 
creativity, as we'll discuss). LIV was woefully and obviously short on a 
number of OWGR criteria, which did not stop a PR push from Greg 
Norman and the LIV players. They wrote a letter to OWGR chair- 
man, Peter Dawson. They complained about unfair and shortsighted 
treatment from the OWGR, and about how they weren’t given points 
simply because they didn’t do small things like, you know, adhere to 
the rules or even try to come close. It’s political, man. 

There were plenty of smart-sounding takes, some with merit but 
most without, about how excluding LIV events from earning OWGR 
points only stood to de-legitimize the rankings. The idea that it’s the 
OWGR’s duty to nuke and rebuild its entire system around a handful 
of events put on by an organization that spent five months making 
up the rules as it went is not one that I subscribe to, There’s proba- 
bly another chapter to be written about players who have been paid 
hundreds of millions of dollars above their market value playing the 


victim with a straight face. 


475. Though these exceptions show why the discretion clause exists, overall this became 
Not a Great Look for the OWGR, whose objectivity was being defended. However, it also 
mirrors the PGA Tour, which at times has said, “We know our bylaws say this, but also our 
commissioner has some unilateral veto power.” The OWGR, though it probably felt before 
as if this was superfluous, probably needs to be more transparent. 
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Like earlier, I wrote and deleted even more paragraphs spelling all 
of this out in great detail. I wrote out all the places LIV came up short 
and why those criteria existed in the OWGR regulations to begin with. 
It was like a thousand extra words. I probably did this because I’m still, 
at times, under some delusion that facts and common sense and cool- 
headed explanations are, at some point, going to swoop in and carry the 
day. Everyone will read my missive about LIV’s substandard qualify- 
ing system or the rationality behind a 72-hole stroke play requirement 
and, after careful consideration, they will proclaim me the Champion of 
Takes and issue written apologies sent via certified mail. 

But, of course, it’s a lot more calming to just delete those para- 
graphs rather than giving into the pointless addiction of trying to 
change someone’s mind. It’s just golf. And actually, it’s not even Golf, 
it’s just Pro Golf. It’s supposed to be an escape. I think I mentioned 
that already. But hitting the point in 2022 where people needed a 
break from their escape is what makes me feel like we’re going in the 
wrong direction. 

A friend of mine covers the tech industry, and when Elon Musk 
first started floating his plans to buy Twitter, I reached out to my 
buddy to ask what he thought was actually going to happen. 


“T could make a bunch of predictions,” he said, “but, honestly, 


you should never bet against the dumbest possible outcome.” 


At the time of writing this, that appears to be sage advice. So let’s 
dive into possibly the dumbest moment of the LIV spectacle in 2022. 

On October 5, LIV Golf announced a partnership—pardon me, 
a “strategic alliance’”—with the MENA Tour and commenced a very 
weitd 24 hours of mic-dropping from its event in Bangkok. 

It should be said that it’s possible this entire stunt was done knowing 
full well it would be shot down, serving as a way to bolster the bona- 


fides of LIV’s anti-competition lawsuit against the PGA Tour. But in 
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the near term, it was a strategy similarly as effective as the time Wile 
E. Coyote painted a fake road and tunnel on the side of that boulder. 

The logic was that since the MENA Tour was already part of 
the OWGR system, this partnership would rubber stamp LIV and 
put its name on the world rankings guest list starting as soon as the 
agreement was signed. Though many other media outlets would 
follow, the news first popped up on (sigh) the Instagram story of 
Jenna Sims, Brooks Koepka’s wife, who, alongside a photo of all 
the LIV players on stage in Thailand, said, “Congrats to these guys, 
getting World Golf Ranking points this week.” The Telegraph 
reported the news in a story that claimed LIV players had found 
a way to earn ranking points starting “this week.” Other outlets 
followed and we were already well into the “reaction” phase by the 
time the OWGR issued its own statement, saying, in so many words, 
“Yo, that’s not how this works.” 

The board announced that no points would be awarded for the 
season’s remaining events, which turned out to be fairly uneventful. 
In front of an average streaming audience of about 21,000 people, 
22-year-old Eugenio Chacarra won his first professional event in 
Bangkok and took home $4.75 million. Rules official Slugger White 
accidentally did his best Gob Bluth impression—‘T’ve made a huge 
mistake”—in a photo from the Bangkok welcome party. And here’s 
a sentence that happened: Brooks Koepka returned to the winner’s 
citcle at LIV Jeddah and claimed he would buy his brother (and team- 
mate) a lime green Lamborghini.” 

The team championship in Miami provided a dramatic finish to a 
whirlwind season, with captain Dustin Johnson leading his Four Aces 
to the inaugural team title and $4 million a piece. Some funny stuff 
happened: Bubba Watson tipped that he didn’t actually know the first 


name of the fellow on-course reporter he’d been working with for 


476. These were the actua/ normal moments from LIV this season! 
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weeks.*”” Pat Perez, who shot over 75 four times during his six LIV 
stroke play events, shot 2 under during a difficult final round and 
proclaimed a victory against his many haters. An average audience 
of 40,000 people watched it live on YouTube. I think Nelly and (wait 
for it) The Chainsmokers performed concerts near the Phil Mickelson 


Villa at Trump Doral to close things out. 


No matter your thoughts on LIV, it was an example of compelling 
team golf and seemingly a proof of concept for the strongest part of 
LIV’s identity going forward. But in my opinion, it also underscored 
one of the biggest problems facing not only LIV, but professional golf as 
a whole. Outside of the majors this year, it was almost impossible for the 
energy about what happened on the golf course to surpass the energy 
about what happened off the golf course. Or, said another way, by the 
time I had read about, thought about, and talked about all the different 
ways the pro golf landscape was shifting under our feet, the last thing in 
the world that I wanted to do was to actually watch pro golf. 

The juice comes from the disruption. But when the disruption 
stops, and LIV tries to stand on its own, it’s unclear if the league is 
actually answering any questions fans are asking. I watched plenty of 
LIV Golf events this fall, but I don’t actually remember any of the 
golf shots from them.*” But it doesn’t stop there. For me, it extended 
to the PGA Tour as well. Constantly discussing the existential fight 
for the future of pro golf is concurrently the only thing that seems 
worth discussing and also a topic so vast that it swallows up all the 
oxygen that could be used to talk about anything else. I think that’s 
probably why this chapter looks the way it does. Listen, there was 
definitely some golf in the fall, but discussing it critically kind of feels 
like talking about the Cowboys beating the Eagles on the day Lehman 


Brothers went bankrupt. 


477. Calling her “Suzanne” instead of “Su-Ann.” 
478. Apart from Dustin Johnson's putt to win in Boston. 
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“Seamus Power won in Bermuda? That’s cool. Did you see 


that Patrick Reed is suing every golf commentator for a 


billion dollars?” 


The frustrating part is that many of us have spent years asking 
for more drama and intrigue in the staid and vanilla world of pro 
golf, which is where I still think LIV’s biggest promise lies. On the 
PGA Tour side, there is so much room for improvement in an “enter- 
tainment product” whose entertainment is often reserved for the last 
15 minutes of a five-hour broadcast. Roster moves, relegation, pro- 
motion, and team dynamics all have the potential to bring additive 
changes to the sport. But none of that works if the product inside the 
ropes is an antagonistic afterthought actively stripping context from 
competitive golf. The more fractured things get, the more meaningful 
and sacred the major championships become, which isn’t the worst 
thing in the world. But I worry that, if it wasn’t already this way, every- 
thing else will just become noise. 

It’s possible some sort of unification exists on the horizon that gets 
the top players—al/ the top players—back together more often. But 
even that feels so far off and so potentially clunky that it’s hard to 
picture. It seems as if the exam we’re going to undergo over the next 
few years will be to see just how far we can push those splintered 
pieces away from each other and whether there’s anyone left on the 
other end that cares about them ever getting pushed back together. 

I should mention that as all of this was going on, Rory McIlroy was 
playing some of the best golf of his career. At the time of writing this, 
he had made 21 starts in 2022 and finished in the top 10 in 14 of them. 
He played brilliantly at Congaree to notch his third win of the season 
and moved back to No. 1 in the Official World Golf Rankings. I just 


wish I could remember more about it. 


Chapter 14 


The End 
by: Kyle Porter 


Fv the LIV finale in Miami, the rest of fall went 
quietly.” This was a balm after what felt like 10 straight 
months of screaming about matters of which I (and we?) have only 


a tangential grasp. 


Normal things happened, of course. At the Asia-Pacific Amateur 
Championship, a true island green was used on the 17th hole.*° One 
where, with a Masters berth on the line, players had to get into a boat 
and skim across a lake to putt out. Bo Jin made a very unfortunate five 
here, and Harrison Crowe went on to win. 

Phil Mickelson—back on Twitter as a lurker!—liked a tweet that 
read, “Today in 1517, a man who wanted to reform the institutions 
he respected publicly criticized them after refusing to address his 
concerns internally. Regardless of where you stand, Reformation 
Sunday is a very important day in the history of dissidence. It should 


inspire you.” 


479. At least at the time of publication. 
480. Kind of a flex on TPC Sawgrass. 
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The implication here—a comp between Martin Luther (!) and Phil 
himself—was obvious (and spectacular). I joked that I couldn’t wait to 
see Pat Reed’s 95 Ceases nailed to the castle doors just across the moat 
at the PGA Tour’s global home. 

The Nibbies picked up Talor Gooch, and Peter Uihlein moved over 
to the 4 Aces. No word on who the Koepkas and Jason Kokrak will 
replace him with. The whole thing is comical—imagine Jason Kokrak 
going on recruiting visits—but I maintain that if you had the best 48 
in the world moving around like this in the offseason, it would be 
interesting as hell. 

Shane Ryan and Hachette were added to the list of Pat Reed law- 


suits, which ballooned to $1 billion in total. 


“Mr. Reed, on behalf of himself, his family, and colleagues, 
simply will not take it anymore and he is fighting back in 
the courts to not just redeem his rightful reputation for 
honesty and superior golf achievements and successes, but 
also to protect his loved ones from the likes of Shane Ryan, 
Doug Ferguson and the rest of the jackals who make their 
sorry and pathetic living spreading lies and false informa- 
tion about him. These types of journalists, publishers and 
networks give the good ones a bad name, by publishing 
and broadcasting false information to the masses for their 
own financial gain to generate readers, viewership, clicks, 
and for no other reason than to use Mr. Reed callously and 
cruelly as a tool to make money, no matter how harmful it 
has been or will be to his career, his family, colleagues and 
his life.” 


The real story at the PGA Championship in May, it turns out, 
was that a jackal was masquerading as a journalist and nobody was 


the wiser. 
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The TMRW group (Tiger and Rory) announced its investors (liter- 
ally name a top athlete from any sport), and DJ Pie threw together a 
great thread on what the TGL could become. 


If youre not familiar, the idea (TGL) is made-for-TV simulator/ 
screen golf featuring Rory, Tiger, teams, mics, custom arenas, 
etc. that will air in prime time on Monday nights. ’m very much 
NOT asking for this, but I assume I’m also very much not the 


target audience. 


I think there’s an incredibly finite amount of people who 
will ever be interested in watching golf as it’s currently pre- 
sented on TV. Some of the hurdles for a new viewer: five- 
hour rounds that are exciting for about 15 minutes. Largely 
interchangeable, nondescript players. Complex rules. CEO 
interviews. If you don’t play, you have almost no chance of 
understanding the skill on display. Oh and by the way it’s 
about 40 percent ads. Super sick. 


LIV has presented itself as the answer to this. But for all its 
differences it’s still pro golf on TV. Team aspect, no commer- 
cials, etc. all help. But (especially to a new viewer), it’s still 95 
percent the same idea. Holes 2-15 are the same thing with 
worse players and worse courses. This idea that, for some 
reason, new fans are going to flock to this when (almost) the 
same thing is already on T'V every single week is maybe the 


most delusional part of LIV. 


Which is why P’d guess most of the 30K people watching the 
final were already in the boat golf-wise. Golf on TV—at least 
the non-majors—mostly sucks. The last thing I need is more 
of it. And I (theoretically) LOVE golf. Ditto for The Match¢es). 
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It’s great to have other people involved, but it’s still Golf on 
TV and unless you get incredibly lucky and Tom Brady splits 
his pants, it’s still going to be a slowwww burn and mostly 


appeal to people who are already used to watching. 


TGL seems like the first self-aware idea that realizes that if 
you'te going to get new people interested in Golf on TV, you 
might need to actually change something about Golf on TV 
beyond the graphics. Taking the most famous people from 
inside and outside the sport, putting clubs in their hands, and 
removing 90 percent of the downtime (walking between shots, 
reading putts, waiting for greens to clear, etc.) actually seems 
like a pretty smart and accessible way to help new fans. And if 
you make the tech side of it very seamless, it would probably 
end up feeling like watching famous people play video games, 


which I’m told is like 60 percent of what the internet is now. 


Maybe itll suck. I don’t know. But it seems a lot better than 
trying to get someone to buy a Kokrak jersey. And if you’re 
pissed or cynical about it, it’s most definitely not for you (but 
everything else golf has done for the last 60 years probably 
is). It’s not changing the Tour telecast (don’t think we have 
to worry about that happening) . . . But it seems like it could 
potentially meet a LOT of new people halfway. Which is 
probably good and overdue. 


At the Mayakoba, Collin Morikawa took offense to Trevor Immel- 
man saying, essentially, that it’s hard to live up to the standard you set 
for yourself when you win two of your first eight majors and six times 
overall in two years.**' This, maybe more than anything else that hap- 


pened in the fall, was a sign that the year needed to come to a close. 


481. It turned out to be a total misunderstanding and was later cleared up on both sides. 
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A chameleon trophy was handed out in Mexico, Big Tone marked 
a Imm putt in Houston for his third (!) win of the year, and Jordan 
Spieth went on Gameday in Austin to make some college football 
picks. Beall: If Greller isnt next to Spieth trying to talk him out of 
making ridiculous upset picks what ate we even doing here. 

After voicing his disdain that the OWGR apparently believes it’s 
more difficult to defeat 100 duck-sized horses than a single horse- 
sized duck,’ Rahm won in Dubai for the third time in his last four 
starts there. In total, he has defeated 212 golfers and lost to just three 
at the last four DP World Tour Championships. He’s 72 under in that 
stretch. A total menace, and maybe the most horse-sized duck in the 
world. Rory won the season-long points race just as he did on the 
PGA Tour. Since 2011, there have been 22 total season-long points 
titles available on the European Tour and PGA Tour. Rory has won 


seven of them. 


That’s it. That was the year.**® We probably went too deep on a 
handful of moments and not deep enough (or not at all) on others. 
It was truly the weirdest, wildest year I’ve spent covering the sport, 
which, considering ve covered Spieth for 10 straight years, is 


saying something. 


Though it was challenging at times to maintain an abiding love for 
a game that P’ve come to hold quite dear, there were still a thousand 
joys to be found, as long as you were looking in the right spots (and 


hopefully we highlighted a few of those). 


I don’t know what’s going to happen with LIV. I don’t know what 
the PGA Tour will look like in five years. I don’t know what the 


482. The DP World Tour Championship winner earned just 22 OWGR points compared to 
the RSM winner earning 38. There were eight top 30 players in the Dubai field but just 50 
golfers overall. The RSM had 144 golfers, but the favorite was Brian Harman. 

483. At least up to Thanksgiving. 
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majors will do. I don’t know how many more seasons Michael Greller 
can take. What I do know is this: You can buy a tour, but you can’t buy 
Max’s goals and dreams and you certainly can’t buy amateurs riding 
boats to island greens, Phil implying Martin Luther comps, a lizard 


trophy, or any of our horse-duck banter. 


This very normal sport will endure beyond its present angst. As 
Rory and others searched and even warred for a historical through- 
line in 2022—-something to hold onto—it happened to disclose itself 
along the way. Golf. Golf is the thread. Pull on it long enough and 
yowl find some truly insane stuff. You'll eventually run into a title 
belt that was to be worn for conquering at The Open and little objects 
made of cowhide and stuffed with goose feathers. You'll find a game 


so old that it makes the Industrial Revolution look young. 


Golf is not going anywhere. And while it felt like our little world 
was, at times, being blown up in 2022, the reality is that different 
iterations of the sport have constantly been created for as long as it 
has existed. This era will be no different. The dust will settle, and the 
delight will return. As it turns out, we are not dependent on a league 
or a player to carry the game into the future because, much like the 


PGA Tour belongs to the players, golf belongs to us. 


There are innumerable reasons golf rules the day when it comes 
to sport, but ultimately the very best one is that we all get to partake. 
Everyone has varying degrees of ownership in stewarding the game 
and handing it off. I don’t know if that’s true in football, baseball, 
ot hockey. It’s difficult to feel like you have a stake in those sports 
outside of fandom. Golf, though? 


Golf belongs to us because it belongs to an earth we are called to 


cultivate and enjoy. To work and to embrace. To till and to appreciate. 
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Golf can’t be bought because the soil upon which it is played belongs 
to us all. You can take away a lot, but there are some things that exist 
beyond commercialization and in the realm where beauty and grace 
reside. Golf—not professional golf, but capital-G Golf—is one of 
them. You can purchase a lot of things, but you can’t buy the soul of 


a sport because, as it turns out, that is not for sale.‘ 


484. Sorry for all the footnotes, but like Shea Serrano says, it’s where the action is at. 
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[ writing acknowledgements because I invariably forget a dozen 
people I was supposed to thank. Let’s do it this way instead: The 
two groups I want to shout are the folks who contributed to this book 


and the five others that I live with. 


To the former, you are all brilliant and clever and ambitious but 
also kind, hilarious, and wonderful to work with. It’s a revelation to 
find out as an adult that not only are rugs and mature trees more 
expensive than you ever imagined but also that work can actually be a 
delightful endeavor. You all made it so. It was a true joy to toil with so 
many talented people who poured themselves into making this project 
great. I spent too much time trying to write things that would make 
the rest of you laugh, which hopefully made the book better than it 
would have been. Also, when my kids asked where everyone lived, 
and I started listing all the places—Texas, Maryland, Wisconsin, Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts, Hawaii, and Amsterdam—it made me realize 
that for as much oxygen as we spend complaining about the internet, 


it’s still kind of a magical place. 


To the latter—my wife and our kids—thank you for reviewing all 
these ridiculous illustrations and logos and listening to me rant about 
how nobody appreciates long irons or alliteration these days. ’m glad 
to be your husband, Jen, and to our kids, Pve loved reading so many 
books with you guys. I pretend like ’m doing it for you, but the reality 
is that nothing is more fun for me. Those nights reading have (I hope!) 


made me better at doing all of this. ’m very proud to be your dad. 
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his is our AII-NBA team but for golf in 2022. Instead of a Player of 
the Year (which tells part of the story), this is a look at the five guys 
who, when we look back in 15 or 20 years, we'll remember playing the best 


and most important golf of the last 12 months (really Jan. 1 thru Nov. 20). 


Wins Top 10s Strokes OWGR 
(Majors) | (Majors) Gained Points 


Scottie Scheffler 


Five writers and editors voted on this top five, and Scheffler got three firsts. Oddly, his last win 
came on Masters Sunday, but he had already done enough at that point (Phoenix, Bay Hill, 
Match Play, and Augusta—four of the 17 big events next year) to grab the top spot here. It's 
not uncommon to get one all-time season in a year, but 2022 provided two, and Scheffler and 
Cam combined for eight wins, two majors, and enough money to out-fish DJ. 


Cam Smith 21 4(1) 8 (2) 2.04 327 


Sometimes placid guys like him are interpreted as ambivalent, but he’s as nasty as they come 
when the heat gets turned up, and he put together two truly historic performances over the 
final nine at both TPC Sawgrass and the Old Course (which are pretty good places to have 
historic nine-hole stretches to end events!). 


Rory Mcllroy 22 3 15 (4) 2.78 378 


The top three was obvious and so was its order. Rory was the most consistently great golfer 


from beginning to end, but he didn't have more wins (or PGA Tour wins) than the two guys 
ahead of him, and he didn’t secure one of the four that matter most. Still, that he had his best 
50-round statistical stretch ever (Ever! Rory Mcllroy!) at the end of the year is notable and 
eye-opening going into 2023. 


Xander Schauffele 21 3 8 (0) 2.06 243 


In anon-LlV year, Xander's three wins and torrid stretch over the summer would have received 
far more attention. He nearly got knocked off here by JT or Fitz because he didn't post a top 
10 in a major, but his play everywhere else eventually carried the day. 


Will Zalatoris 19 1 9 (3) 2.03 287 


| had Fitzpatrick in my top five but got voted down by the team as Xander and Zalatoris tied 
for fourth. Feels like a real KD-Kyrie-Steve Nash situation. Regardless, Zalatoris was brilliant 
in 2022 and came within three strokes of winning half the majors. He also had a run of nine 
events from the Match Play through the Scottish Open in which he either missed the cut or 
finished in the top six, which is kind of the entire point of modern professional golf. 


Second team: Patrick Cantlay, Justin Thomas, Tony Finau, Matt Fitzpatrick, Jon Rahm 
Third team: Tom Kim, Cam Young, Dustin Johnson, Max Homa, Shane Lowry 
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snapshot of the top five golfers in each strokes gained category (via 
Data Golf) from Jan. 1 through Nov. 20. Mostly for posterity but 
also because I find it extremely interesting as well as helpful in determining 


who played the best golf of 2022. Min. 15 PGA Tour events played. 


Strokes Gained Total 


Golfer SG Total 


Rory Mcllroy 


Scottie Scheffler 


Jon Rahm 


Patrick Cantlay 


Xander Schauffele 


Rory Mcllroy 


Scottie Scheffler 


Will Zalatoris 


Joaquin Niemann 


Golfer 


Will Zalatoris 


Rory Mcllroy 


Scottie Scheffler 


Jon Rahm 


Joaquin Niemann 


485. The best stat. The full-time flushers. 
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Strokes Gained Off the Tee 


Jon Rahm 


Rory Mcllroy 


Cam Young 


Sungjae Im 


Taylor Pendrith 


Golfer 


Will Zalatoris 


Scottie Scheffler 


Collin Morikawa 


Cam Smith 


Mito Pereira 


Strokes Gained Around the Green 


Golfer 


Matt Jones 


Matt Kuchar 


Rory Mcllroy 


Stephan Jaeger 


Matt Fitzpatrick 


Golfer SG PUTT 


Cam Smith 


Lucas Herbert 


Sam Burns 


Denny McCarthy 


Maverick McNealy 
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his is a final look at all the golfers who made the cut at all four 
majors (one of my favorite made-up stats of the year) as well as the 
final top 10 on each major leaderboard. 


Aggregate Major Leaderboard 


Golfer 


Rory Mcllroy 


Will Zalatoris 


Matt Fitzpatrick 


Justin Thomas 


Jon Rahm 


Hideki Matsuyama 


Joaquin Niemann 


Patrick Reed 


Tyrrell Hatton 


Masters at Augusta National 


Finish Strokes 


Scottie Scheffler 


Rory Mcllroy 


Shane Lowry 


Cam Smith 


Collin Morikawa 


Corey Conners 


Will Zalatoris 


Sungjae Im 


Justin Thomas 


Cameron Champ 


Charl Schwartzel 
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PGA Championship at Southern Hills 


Finish | Golfer Strokes 


Justin Thomas (11 playoff strokes) 


Will Zalatoris (did not finish playoff) 


ito Pereira 


Cam Young 


att Fitzpatrick 


Tommy Fleetwood 


hris Kirk 


C 
Rory Mcllroy 
Al 


braham Ancer 


Tom Hoge 


Seamus Power 


Brendan Steele 


U.S. Open at Brookline 


Finish | Golfer Strokes 


Matt Fitzpatrick 


Scottie Scheffler 


Will Zalatoris 


Hideki Matsuyama 


Rory Mcllroy 


Collin Morikawa 


Keegan Bradley 


Adam Hadwin 


Denny McCarthy 


Joel Dahmen 


Gary Woodland 
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The Open at St. Andrews 


Finish | Golfer Strokes 


Cam Smith 


Cam Young 


Rory Mcllroy 


Tommy Fleetwood 


Viktor Hovland 


Brian Harman 


Dustin Johnson 


Patrick Cantlay 


Bryson DeChambeau 


Jordan Spieth 


Appendix D: Writer Questions 
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Joel Beall 


Where do you live and where, specifically, did you write or edit 
this book? 
Stamford, Connecticut. In my basement. But not, it should be 
pointed out to various internet commentators, in my parents’ 


basement. 


What was your favorite moment of the golf year? 
LIV Golf’s attorney calling the FedEx Cup the “Super Bowl of 
golf.” 


Who is one other golf-related person (but not pro golfer) that you 
became a fan of this year? 
Caddie Todd Montoya, for his courage to come out as the first 


openly gay caddie on the PGA Tour. 


What was your favorite tournament of the year? 
U.S. Open. Aesthetically pleasing, delightfully cruel, charming, 
turbulent, entertaining. Everything this tournament strives to be 


without artificially achieving it. 


What was your favorite shot of the year? 
Non Spieth-almost-dying division, Bubba—who appeared to be 
absolutely cooked in the pines on the right at Augusta’s 18th— 
putting his approach on Friday to a foot, 10 years to the day after 
his snap-hook wedge clinched the green jacket in sudden death. “Pll 
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be honest, not that you want to know, [Friday’s shot] was the best 
shot I’ve ever hit at Augusta National, that one right there,’ Bubba 


said afterward. 


Which player changed your mind the most about who he/she is 
or could eventually be? 
Homa. Showed his ceiling is higher than most of us thought, and 
maybe what he thought too. Also, Brooks: Future relevance is never 
guaranteed, but between his body breaking down and the jump to 


LIV, his reign as golf’s baddest man at the majors is likely over. 


What quote are you still thinking about? 
“So for me, my identity isn’t a golf score. Like Meredith told 
me this morning, if you win this golf tournament today, if 
you lose this golf tournament by 10 shots, if you never win 
another golf tournament again, she goes, ‘I’m still going to 
love you, you're still going to be the same person, Jesus loves 
you and nothing changes.” 


— Scottie Scheffler, Masters champion 


What tweet are you still thinking about? 
“Listen, Pve defended Adam Scott’s wardrobe over the last 
3 years. The Hammer pants, the no belt, the all brown for 
days on end, all of it. But I cannot defend the all-white tube 
socks with khaki pants and black shoes. I cannot do it. This 
is where I’m drawing the line.” 


— Shane Bacon 


What moment was criminally underrated this year? 
Needing a victory or runner-up in the last start of a medical exemp- 
tion to keep his card, journeyman Ryan Brehm—who’d never had 


a top 10 on Tour—won the Puerto Rico Open by six shots. Honor- 
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able mention shout out to Zach Johnson for shanking another tee 


shot off a practice swing, this time at the Players. 


What was your favorite normal sport moment? 
When Dylan Frittelli argued his ball was in an ant hill only for a 
rules official to tell him, “You're in a tree.” 

What was the best golf book you read this year? 
The Cup They Couldnt Lose — Shane Ryan 


What was the best non-golf book you read this year? 
Say Nothing — Patrick Radden Keefe 


What was your favorite personal golf round of the year? 
North Berwick. One of those days you picture when thinking about 
a special place like that. 


What was the best non-golf podcast, album or documentary you 
encountered this year? 
Crooked City. 


What was your favorite “I can’t believe this is my job” moment 
of the year? 


Open week. Every moment of it. 


What in golf are you most looking forward to in 2023? 
JT going 5-0 at the Ryder Cup. 
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Kyle Porter 


Where do you live and where, specifically, did you write or edit 

this book? 
I live in Dallas, probably two zip codes but many worlds from where 
Spieth lives. I wrote the majority of this book in my backyard office 
2.0. I built the first version myself, and it was about half duct tape 
and wood glue. I had to turn the window unit off when recording 
a podcast, which in the summer meant that by the end of a pod I 
looked like Tiger after 18 holes in 108 degree weather at Southern 
Hills, just peeling off one shirt to put the next one on. I wrote parts 
of it in coffee shops around here, specifically one called Commu- 


nion, but the majority was in my office. 


What do you normally listen to, if anything, when you write 

or edit? 
I can’t listen to words when I write so I have some go-to instrumental 
playlists on Spotify. The main three this time around were probably 
Deep Focus, Sad Instrumental Music and Indie Folk Instrumentals. 
Very middle of the road and not exciting whatsoever, but they do 
give me a good rhythm to write to. It doesn’t happen every day, but 
I love finding that beat, that rhythm where the words are running 
a little bit into the valley where the music is also flowing. Having 


made the book is fun, but the bigger delight for me is in the process. 


What was your favorite moment of the golf year? 


Well I had two, and strangely they both involved Scottie Schef- 
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fler’s parents. The first came at the Match Play when Scottie won 
and went to No. 1 in the world. His dad hugged him and told him 
that he was proud of him for what he’d done but more proud of 
him for who he is. As a parent (and a son!), that got me pretty 
good. The second came at the Tour Championship when Rory 
went up to Scottie’s dad and apologized for beating Scottie in 
the finale and told him that Scottie deserved to win, but his dad 
told Rory, no, no, you had a terrific year, too. I thought it was a 
moment of grace from one to the other that is rare in the alpha 
world of sports and, to be honest, increasingly rare in the world 


as a whole. I loved it a lot. 


Who is one other golf-related person (but not pro golfer) that you 

became a fan of this year? 
Scottie Scheffler’s dad, apparently. But really, this one was tough. 
There were several, but I suppose one that stood out for me was 
Meg Adkins of The Fried Ege. I met her at the PGA Championship 
in Tulsa, and we had a great time talking golf together and walking 
the course. I have a lot of respect for her ability to juggle mother- 
hood while mixing it up in this space. I also think her thoughts and 
takes are usually quite funny and make me reconsider some of my 
own. Plus, she puts up with Andy, Brendan, Will, and Garrett all the 
time. Big fan, fully subscribed. 


What was your favorite tournament of the year? 
It’s not really close for me. This year was the first time P’ve been able 
to attend The Open, and it somehow exceeded every expectation. 
The town, the course, the leaderboard, the setting, the ending—as 
unexpected and, depending on what you were rooting for, heart- 
breaking as it was—all of it was what I have to imagine is the best 


version of championship golf you can possibly experience. 
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What was your favorite shot of the year? 
The one I think about the most is JT’s second into 18 in the final 
round of the PGA. It technically probably wasn’t as good as his drive 
on 17 in the playoff, but the confidence with which he hit it, the 
sound it made, the degree of difficulty it entailed, the intensity with 
which he hollered at it and then the way he chased after it were just 
so incredible to me in the moment. He missed the putt for three that 
would have won it for him in regulation, but I was in awe of how well 


executed that shot was under the most pressure imaginable. 


Which player changed your mind the most about who he/she is 

or could eventually be? 
Again, this one isn’t close. It’s Matt Fitzpatrick for me. Even though 
he had a great statistical first half of the year and was kind of in 
it late at the PGA, I had convinced myself he was the same old 
LPCP** Fitzy. I was, uh, wrong, Even if he hadn’t won the U.S. 
Open, my mind was completely melted by his performance at 
Brookline. Before this year I was pretty convinced (convicted even!) 
that he wouldn’t win a major championship. Now? I legit think he 


could become the No. 1 player in the world.“ 


What quote are you still thinking about? 
$20 billion in NFTs is the low hanging fruit, but the one that Pll 
remember most came from Rory after he lost The Open. It was so 
melancholy and so sincere. So Rory. I asked him if he’d allowed 
himself to think that week about what winning the 150th at St. 
Andrews would be like. 


“Tm only human. I’m not a robot. Of course you think about 


it, and you envision it, and you want to envision it.” 


486. Lacks pop, can’t play. 
487. His SG total number has improved each of the last 11 (!) years. 
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There are often moments in Rory interviews where you can almost 
see him start flipping through a rolodex of answers in his head, 
considering what he should say out loud: No, no, no, hell no, maybe, 
ah there it is. You can sense when he lands on something and it 
clicks into place. The “I was literally ...’ below represents the time 
he spent going through that rolodex, then he found what he was 


looking for. 


“T was literally ... my hotel room is directly opposite the big 
yellow board on 18 there right of the 1st. And every time I go 
out, I’m trying to envision McIlroy at the top name on that 
leaderboard and how did that feel? At the start of the day, it 
was at the top, but at the start of tomorrow, it won’t be.“® Of 
course you have to let yourself—you’ve got to let yourself 
dream. You’ve got to let yourself think about it and what it 
would be like, but once I was on the golf course, it was just 


task at hand and trying to play the best golf I possibly could.” 


... at the start of tomortow, it won’ be. 


What a line, what a tournament. 


Runner up: The person who said to me after Mito’s swing on the 


72nd at Southern Hills, “It looked like he got electrocuted.” 


What tweet are you still thinking about? 
This is the deepest of cuts, but in the infamous St. Andrews photo 
that was taken this year where it looked like the sun had scorched my 


eyelids right off,“*° there were some responses that I could not stop 


488. That folks in town can still see the leaderboards on Monday and into the next week is 
the coolest. 

489. Genuinely, thank you for posting that, Shane. Also: I want to reiterate that I'd had just 
% of a beer. 
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laughing about that night. I was punch drunk from flying halfway 
around the world, a week of no sleep, and the probability that Rory 
would win The Open, but it got to the point that night that I was 
borderline crying from laughing so much. Here’s one of several 
responses that absolutely destroyed me: Brendan Porath looks like an 
old running back surrounded by his current day peers. You have to 1. 
Have seen the photo 2. At least be mildly aware of everyone involved 
(especially Porath) and 3. Have some sort of history listening to and 


reading some of us, but man, it was just too much. 


What moment was criminally underrated this year? 
Xander winning the Travelers and Scottish Open in back to back 


starts. 


What was your favorite normal sport moment? 
There were many—including Tom Hoge hitting over a turkey 
just hanging out in the fairway at Brookline, Anirban wandering 
through the picnic tables on the back nine at Sawgrass trying to 
find a window and TaylorMade putting the date of the American 
Revolution on the bags of its UK staffers for the U.S. Open—but I 
have to go to the first LIV event in London for the topper. Here’s 


the AP, unironically describing the scene on the first tee. 


The band dressed as imitation infantrymen [was] there to 
proclaim the arrival of Dustin Johnson and Phil Mickelson, 
two of the stars enticed from the PGA Tour to potentially 


eatn hundreds of millions of dollars on the LIV Golf series. 


A group of trumpet players wearing bearskin helmets blasted note 
after note as DJ, Phil, Bryson, and others officially launched LIV. 
The photos were everything you wanted and everything I hoped for 


when writing Vol. I. It was quite a moment. 
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What was the best golf book you read this year? 
I read more golf books this year than I normally do. I try to reserve 
my reading time for everything but golf. However, a lot of good 
ones were released in 2022, and I gobbled them up. Honestly, prob- 
ably the best one I read was Tom Callahan’s biography of Arnold 
Palmer. It’s not new, but it was tremendous and it took me down a 
delightful Callahan rabbit hole.*° 


What was the best non-golf book you read this year? 
Either The Master (a biography of Federer by Chris Clary) or A 
Place to Hang the Moon, which I sobbed through at the end in 
front of my kids. Very dignified stuff. 


What was your favorite personal golf round of the year? 
This one isn’t close either. I got to play Elie at dusk one evening 
the night of Open week with Bacon, Andy, Ru McDonald, Dan 
Raps, Chad Mumm,“ and Mike Rosenberg, It was an extraordinary 
experience. The amalgamation of craggy cliff-like shoreline and the 
bumpy terrain and the sea splayed out off the back nine and the 
town you walk back home toward and the sunset dancing over all 
of it? Come on. It was my favorite round of the year, for sure, but it 
was also my favorite round of golf I’ve ever played. Everything you 
imagine Scotland golf to be but somehow even more peaceful than 


whatever your imagination is capable of putting together. 


What was the best non-golf podcast, album or documentary you 
encountered this year? 
I love How I Built This, although Pve been listening to it for years. 
D.B. Cooper: Where Are You? was excellent on the documentary side. 


The Arcadian Wild is a band I recently started listening to and love. 


490. His writing and reporting are absolutely aspirational. 
491. Producing the Netflix documentary. 
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What was your favorite “I can’t believe this is my job” moment 
of the year? 
It’s cliche, but walking the Old Course, talking to Phil, standing 
on 18 listening to Rory talk about something Tom Brady told him 
about crypto, all of this with the town casting a shadow over both 
the moment and the year was a true, “Dude, I get paid for this?” 


situation. 


What in golf are you most looking forward to in 2023? 
Maybe I’m the mark here, but I think the elevated schedule is going 
to absolutely rock. As much as 2022 became about five or six events, 
I think there is a real opportunity for golf to matter a lot more for 20 
weeks of the year, which, you know, I feel like a lot of us have been 


yelling about for a while. 
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Brendan Porath 


Where do you live and where, specifically, did you write or edit 
this book? 
I live in Maryland and edited only some of the chapters by the great 
writers in this book often from my car while sitting at youth sports 


practices. 


What do you normally listen to, if anything, when you write 
or edit? 
Often a random Spotify “writing music” playlist, or just a Sturgill 


Simpson radio mix that’s a lot of older or outlaw country. 


What was your favorite moment of the golf year? 
Tiger and a hat-tipping Rory crossing paths at the 1st and 18th fair- 
ways at the Old Course. So many things are over-orchestrated in 
golf. This was somewhat too, given the tee time arrangement by the 
R&A, but there was definitely an impromptu element that made it 


quite cool and memorable. 


Who is one other golf-related person (but not pro golfer) that you 
became a fan of this year? 
Faldo just letting it fly in his farewell run was quite enjoyable! And 
his replacement, Trevor Immelman, as a Prez Cup captain was really 
fun to follow. On a very biased note, Cameron Hurdus, who I work 
with at The Fried Egg, is an absolute magician and someone whose 


work I came to marvel at this year. 
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What was your favorite tournament of the year? 
The U.S. Open — I wrote about it at The Fried Egg, but it was great 
competition during a pretty bummer of a time when we were trying 
to figure out what that word competition meant anymore in golf. 
Not the absolute pinnacle of superstars, but some real studs in a 
really fun cauldron with memorable shots. Great tournament and 


Sunday final round.*” 


What was your favorite shot of the year? 
Shane Lowry’s wounded duck drive in a rainstorm on the 72nd hole 


at the Honda Classic 


Which player changed your mind the most about who he/she is 
ot could eventually be? 
Peter Uihlein. But Fitz, I think, really took a step up and showed 


how much of a baller he’s become. 


What quote are you still thinking about? 

“This has been incredibly polarizing. I think we all agree up 
here. Take the Khashoggi situation.“ We all agreed that that 
was reprehensible. No one’s going to argue that fact. We’re 
golfers, and speaking personally, I really feel like golf is a 
force of good. We’re not politicians. I know you guys hate 
that expression. But, you know, if Saudi Arabia wanted to use 
the game of golf as a way for them to get to where they want 
to be, and they have the resources to accelerate that experi- 
ence, I think we are proud to help them on that journey.” 

— Graeme McDowell 


492. Apparently unless you were trying to watch on TV. 
493. Wow, is that word doing some work! 
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What tweet are you still thinking about? 
“Rub of the Queen” was a good one, I believe in response to a tweet 
about the death of Her Majesty potentially canceling Wentworth 
and some LIV boys’ attempts at OWGR points. 


What moment was criminally underrated this year? 
Scottie Scheffler letting it slip for a minute by chipping into the 
bunker to give Kevin Kisner some life at the WGC Match Play, 
but then holing the bunker shot for birdie (with a boat in the back- 
ground) to actually give absolutely nothing away. It was a signature 
moment during a weekend in which he trounced Kisner and DJ to 
become world No. 1. A forgotten and underrated moment at a big 


event from the best player of 2022. 


Butttt, if ’m being honest, I don’t think we can ever give enough to 
the power and impact of watching Tiger hobble up the hill over the 
last couple holes at Augusta National and into the house, having made 
the cut and completed 72 holes. It’s a moment that I think may slip 
through the cracks over time, given the many signature moments he’s 
authored at that place. Plus, it wasn’t a winning shot or charge on the 
course from one of our major winners. We overdo a lot with Tiger, but 
for me I won’t forget just the power and energy, the mix of inspiration 
and quiet unease as I watched thousands watch—and maybe even 


feel—the pain of this person as he completed his final round. 


What was your favorite normal sport moment? 
The Gold Boy discourse, including a swing analysis by Brandel on 
Live From The Players. 


What was the best golf book you read this year? 
I did not read many golf books—I think Tom Doak’s Little Red 


Book, a compilation of his GCA posts, was about it and wonderful. 
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What was the best non-golf book you read this year? 
Phil, by Alan Shipnuck. 


What was your favorite personal golf round of the year? 
North Berwick, played well for me with friends on an obviously fun 


and legendary golf course. 


What was the best non-golf podcast, album or documentary you 
encountered this year? 
I enjoyed the Hulu docu-series on Elizabeth Holmes, a cautionary 
tale and documentation on frauds and charlatans that seems as rele- 


vant as ever for both golf and the finance world right now. 


What was your favorite “I can’t believe this is my job” moment 

of the year? 
When I checked into my spartan dorm room accommodations for 
The Open. The room was small and bare, and I was covered in 
sweat after hauling clubs and luggage all around St. Andrews before 
checking in for me and my bed-ridden, food-poisoned colleague. 
But I looked out the window and could see the Swilcan Bridge 
about a 3-iron away, which made me pause and stare and reflect for 


just a minute. 


What in golf are you most looking forward to in 2023? 
AUS. Open in Los Angeles and at LACC, but the dynamic of the 


Masters champions dinner is a close second. 
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D.J. Piehowski 


Where do you live and where, specifically, did you write or edit 
this book? 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin. I wrote this holed up in my Extremely Wis- 
consiny wood paneled office while watching the temperature slowly 


drop. 


What do you normally listen to, if anything, when you write 
or edit? 
I rarely listen to music while writing and never can handle anything 
that has lyrics. When I do put music on, I can’t really explain why, 
but I prefer the Trent Reznor and Atticus Ross soundtrack from 
The Social Network. Try it! It’s the perfect combination of motiva- 


tional energy and soothing relaxation. 


What was your favorite moment of the golf year? 
The final round of The Open gets my vote for my favorite and least 
favorite day of the year, which is kind of all you can ask for. Rory, 
Cam, St. Andrews, firm turf, scary pins; that’s about as good as golf 


gets for me. 


Who is one other golf-related person (but not pro golfer) that you 
became a fan of this year? 
Jacob Sj6man is a Swedish photographer that has an amazing eye for 
golf landscapes. We were fortunate to work with him on our video 


travel series and I’ve been loving following his stuff since. 
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What was your favorite tournament of the year? 


The Open. See above. 


What was your favorite shot of the year? 
I’m not sure golf shots (or club twirls) get any better than Justin 
Thomas’ tee shot on the driveable par-4 17th at Southern Hills 
during the PGA Championship playoff. 


Which player changed your mind the most about who he/she is 
ot could eventually be? 
The easy answer is certainly Scottie Scheffler. I think we all knew 
what a mega talent he was, but I didn’t see the absolute takeover of 


golf coming. Also receiving votes: Max Homa, Matt Fitzpatrick. 


What quote are you still thinking about? 
Scottie Scheffler, seemingly at the peak of his powers in 2022, dis- 
cussing waking up on Sunday of the Masters and crying his eyes out 


because he didn’t think he was ready for the moment. 


What tweet are you still thinking about? 
Jason Kokrak tweeting the following totally out of nowhere and 
without context (but with a photo of himself!): Grateful to play 
the game I love professionally. Winner of 11 worldwide events, 40 
top-10 finishes, top 20 golfer in the world. #Thankful 


What moment was criminally underrated this year? 
Cam Smith, just needing a bogey to win, punching out of the trees 


into the water on No. 18 at TPC Sawgrass was a real head-scratcher. 


What was your favorite normal sport moment? 


The LIV promo video with the hyped up cuts of the shrimp cocktail. 
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What was the best golf book you read this year? 
To The Linksland— Michael Bamberger 


What was the best non-golf book you read this year? 
4,000 Weeks — Oliver Burkeman 


What was your favorite personal golf round of the year? 
Playing a hickory match at The Old Course with my colleague Neil 


Schuster.*% 


What was the best non-golf podcast, album or documentary you 
encountered this year? 
I really like the Dissect podcast with Cole Cuchna. His series on 
Mac Miller’s Swimming was a brutally sad listen, but enhanced the 


experience of one of my favorite records to a totally new degree. 


What was your favorite “I can’t believe this is my job” moment 
of the year? 
Wrapping up our video travel series in 2 a.m. sunshine on a golf 


coutse in the Lofoten Islands of northern Norway. 


What in golf are you most looking forward to in 2023? 
The U.S. Open at Los Angeles Country Club is going to be spec- 


tacular. I can’t wait. 


494. Even though we got locked out of our Airbnb beforehand and missed the first four 
holes. 
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Claire Rogers 


Where do you live and where, specifically, did you write or edit 
this book? 
I live in Boston, and I wrote from my family’s house in Rhode 
Island! 


What do you normally listen to, if anything, when you write 
or edit? 
Complete silence. I used to try to listen to Taylor Swift but quickly 


learned that doesn’t work for me. 


What was your favorite moment of the golf year? 
Tiger crossing the Swilcan Bridge at the Old Course. ?’m not 


ashamed to admit it made me emotional. 


Who is one other golf-related person (but not pro golfer) that you 
became a fan of this year? 
Ella Briscoe. She’s a producer for the Netflix show. We spent some 
time together at the U.S. Open, and it was awesome to see her 


calling the shots behind the camera. 


What was your favorite tournament of the year? 
The U.S. Open because it was a home game for me.“ My cowork- 


ers, friends, and family all got to meet and it was just the best week. 


495. Big Randy ran the models. 
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What was your favorite shot of the year? 
Spieth’s cliff shot at Pebble Beach. 


Which player changed your mind the most about who he/she is 
ot could eventually be? 
Tom Kim! To be very fair, I didn’t know who he was at the begin- 
ning of the year. But now I firmly believe he will run the world one 


day. 


What quote are you still thinking about? 
“One more than somebody else.” 


— Rory McIlroy after winning his 21st PGA Tour event 


What tweet are you still thinking about? 
Soly tweeted a photo of Spieth driving a cart at the Presidents 
Cup while on his phone with a photo of his AT&T “it can wait” 
campaign where he pledged to never drive distracted. It was so, 


so good. 


What was your favorite normal sport moment? 


Bryson versus rope. Next question. 


What was the best golf book you read this year? 
Phil: The Rip-Roaring (and Unauthorized!) Biography of Golf’s 
Most Colorful Superstar by Alan Shipnuck 


What was the best non-golf book you read this year? 
Talking to Strangers by Malcolm Gladwell 


What was your favorite personal golf round of the year? 
I played The Yards in Ponte Vedra with Dylan Dethier and Luke 


Kerr-Dineen after a shoot with Jessica and Nelly Korda. We were 
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chasing daylight and recapping the day. I was also hitting ‘em pretty 
well, which helped. 


What was your favorite “I can’t believe this is my job” moment 
of the year? 
Being in the media center at the Genesis Invitational, sitting among 
the best writers in golf, and asking the best players in the world ques- 


tions during their pressers—2018 me definitely wouldn’t believe it. 


What in golf are you most looking forward to in 2023? 
The Ryder Cup in Rome for sute. 


Appendix E: Grace 
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hen‘ I interviewed Rory in July, I was pretty shocked 

to hear him say that in his mind he’s more Nadal than 
Federer before admitting that this was actually just wishful thinking 
... “Pm not. I just don’t have his grit and will.” To me, Rahm is 
Nadal—a sometimes maniac Spaniard whose hands nobody fully 
appreciates and who just cannot be put away at a big event. Rory—one 
of the 25 best players ever and somehow an even better speaker and 


ambassador— is Federer through and through. 


What does the word grace mean to your? I confess it means a lot 
to me. It’s a meaningful word, perhaps the most meaningful word I 
know. What’s interesting about the word, though, is how many differ- 
ent meanings it contains. Merriam-Webster shows no fewer than 17 


different definitions, including but not limited to the following. 


1. Unmerited divine assistance given to humans for their 
regeneration or sanctification. 

Approval, favor. 

A charming or attractive trait or characteristic. 

The quality or state of being considerate or thoughtful. 


Ease and suppleness of movement or bearing. 


Da PR oN 


Disposition to or an act or instance of kindness, courtesy, 


ot clemency. 


Rahm (like Nadal) is wild and uninhibited violence on the course 


(and sometimes with his words!). Rory, like Federer, is unrequited grace. 


Did you see it throughout this year? If you looked closely (or even 


generally), you must have. There were times it wasn’t present. All the 


496. You thought I was going to put an entire book together without including a Rory 
essay? Please. 
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54-hole jokes. The shot at Norman. The frustration he clearly har- 
bored at players who thought of nothing but themselves. 


It was there, though. 


It was there when he talked about Phil: “We all make mistakes. We 
all say things we want to take back. No one is different in that regard. 
But we should be allowed to make mistakes, and we should be allowed 
to ask for forgiveness and for people to forgive us and move on.” 

It was there when, in a phone call just after the Tour Champion- 
ship, he reiterated privately what he had just stated publicly: That the 
Schefflers are the nicest, kindest family that he’s ever met. 

It was there when he talked about Rahm winning the DP World 
Tour Championship: “I want to say congratulations to Jon. Amazing 
playing this week. Amazing playing all year. Jon is, I believe... P’d like 
to say I’m right up there as the best player in the world, but he is right 
up there with me.*” He is such a great player. Europe is so lucky to 
have him, and I’m looking forward to playing with him in Rome next 
year and getting that Ryder Cup back.” 

And it was there when he talked about the most distressing loss 
of his career: “I’ve just got to keep putting myself in position, keep 
putting myself in there. And whenever you put yourself in that shining 
light, you’re going to have to deal with setbacks and deal with failures. 
Today is one of those times. But I just have to dust myself off and 
come again and keep working hard and keep believing.” 

Rory—with Cam talking about how many beers would fit in the 
Claret Jug about 200 yards to his left—walked off a tiny stage at 
the Old Course about five minutes after speaking those words. He 
jammed the most famous face in the most famous golf town in the 
world into the shoulder of his wife and didn’t look up until their cart 


was out of sight. 


497. Imagine Tiger saying this. 
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I have always been jealous of tennis writers who have had the 
opportunity to cover Federer. He’s so easy to write about.“ And 
I was again envious this fall when he played his final match at the 
Laver Cup as a teammate of... Nadal. It didn’t have much to do 
with golf, but it was such an overwhelming sports moment, and so 
much of Fed reminds me so much of Rory. 

Federer, like Rory, has a gravitational pull wherever he goes. He 
pulls in everyone and everything around him, and internalizes every 
detail. Rory has spoken about how aware he is at tournaments. How 
much he focuses on everything else. This shared trait, the New York 
Times writer Chris Clary wrote in his book on Federer called The 
Master, is why Federer always cries at the end of tournaments. He 
is so full of all the energy around him that the only viable outward 
expression is that of immense emotion. I think something similar is 
true of Rory. 

Jaime Diaz wrote a fascinating profile of Rory in 2015 that I think 
about all the time. One of the quotes stands out above all the rest, 
one I have tried so often to reconcile with the person I am watching 


and evaluating. 


“Now I want to win at golf all the time. I feel like golf has 
allowed me to be competitive at something in life—and my 
fitness has become part of that—and I feel like ’'ve developed 
a bit of a ruthless streak on the golf course over the last few 
yeats. But I’ve no real ambition to be the best at anything else. 
If we’re playing a game of cards, or a game of pool, or whatever 


it is, ’'d happily let someone win just to keep them happy.” 


Rory has never been completely comfortable with his gifts. That 
has been obvious over the years. He sometimes seems like he feels . . . 


bad that they are his and that they weren’t given to someone else. The 


498. But also so difficult for what else is there left to say? 
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end result is that he lives mostly externally, which means that he’s no 
crusading alpha like we have come to expect in sport. That doesn’t 
mean he’s not competitive, only that he’s not a sociopath. 

Sure, he’s happy to take off his hat and play the part at Ryder 
Cups and whenever else it’s needed, but read that quote again. If 
weve playing a game of cards, or a game of pool, or whatever it is, Id 
happily let someone win just to keep them happy. Rory is not Tom 
Brady nor is he Tiger Woods. He’s not the bowing, hands-to-his-ears 
screaming killer you may sometimes characterize him to be. Alphas 
are intrinsically motivated. Rory needs a cause, and in 2022, LIV gave 
him one that will never go away.” 

It is an exaggeration to say that Rory has played his best golf when 
he’s been the most extrinsically motivated, but it’s not much of one. 
Though that is not a one-for-one comp—he has played great with no 
motivation at all and terribly with a chip on his shoulder—it’s still 
very easy to draw lines between his recent runs of good play (after the 
2019 Open, after the 2021 Ryder Cup, throughout LIV) right back 
to events that reminded him of who he is and why he’s here. He is so 
unique. An oft-reluctant superstar who is gifted in the specific ways 
you need to be gifted to carry your sport for an era, but someone who 
must be reminded that he can do it. What was it he said at the U.S. 


Open about this holy war? 


“Tm just being me. I’m living my life. ’m doing what I think 
is right and trying to play the best golf that I possibly can. I 
wasn't asked to be put here. I wasn’t trying to be in this posi- 


tion. ’m just being me.” 


Yeah, I think that’s kinda the point. 


499. Phil, for example, has to chase a thrill just to feel something. Rory must first feel before 
he'll chase anything at all. 


Normal Sport Vol. II Appendix E: Grace 462 


At Federer’s retirement in September, he wept through a final 
on-court interview. He was asked to sum up his transformation from 


talented junior to sporting icon. 


“It was never supposed to be that way,” said Federer as his 
hands flew to his face, which rained down tears onto the 
court. “I was just happy to play tennis and spend time with 
my friends, really. And I ended up here. It’s been a perfect 


journey. I would do it all over again.” 


I was just happy to play tennis and spend time with my triends. 
There are probably better ways to describe Rory, but there are much 


worse ways, too. 


“T used to just play tournament golf, and that was it,’ Rory 
told me in July. “I never really used to do anything else. I 
now really enjoy going home and playing with my dad over 
at Seminole or playing some money games up at The Grove. 
I never really used to do that that much. [ve started to really 
appreciate those days on the golf course more probably the 


last three or four years. I think it’s important to do that. 


“Even that game with Tiger at Ballybunion a couple days 
ago, that’s just a lot of fun to me. I think maybe, when I 
was younger, I wouldn’t have thought that. It was almost 
like, ‘No, ?’m too cool to enjoy whatever it is, just going and 
playing a fun round of golf. That’s beneath me.’ But I really 
like that, and there’s nothing wrong with that. It’s nice to be 
able to enjoy things like that.” 


Grace means a lot of different things. It might mean that you handle 


what had to feel like 7,000 interviews this year with dignity and aplomb 
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even though, as we have shown throughout this book, the topics are 
anything but simplistic. Yes, there were jabs and perhaps a few need- 
less insults, but on the whole, Rory talked with not only an authenticity 
and mastery of the subject matter that is rare in sport but also with a 
divided heart—genuine friendship with so many of the LIV guys but 
an unwillingness to support them either in public or in private. 

Is he a moral compass? I don’t know about that. Pve always been 
hesitant about encouraging anyone—including my own kids—to 
lionize people they don’t actually know. Rory certainly hasn’t gotten it 
all right. A quick Google search discloses that much. 

However, his view of LIV and the PGA Tour and what it all meant 


was almost always thoughtful and considerate. 


“Legacy, reputation, at the end of the day that’s all you have,” 
he said at the U.S. Open. You strip everything away, and 
you're left with how you made people feel and what people 


thought of you. That is important to me.” 


Even now, I’m learning the sometimes vicious (and often very per- 
sonal) lesson that who you are matters far more than what you do or 
how much you make. That somebody in Rory’s shoes—who is often 
measured exclusively by what he does or how much he makes—would 
recognize this nugget of truth amidst all of this is, well, it’s encouraging. 

Grace also means something physical, like the way you move 
around the field or court. Rory, like Federer, makes it look so impos- 
sibly easy. As if the object in his hand is less a device that can be 
stowed away at the end of the day and more an extension of the body 
that is holding it. The swing is a ballet, so lovely and uninterrupted 
that you fail to see the might beneath its surface. 

Rory led the world in strokes gained around the green in 2022. 
Grace. He also led it in meeting with the media at tournaments. I 


count 76 instances. Grace. 
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“T told the guys ’m happy; ?’m not sad,” Federer said on 
that last day, either right before or right after he held Nadal’s 
hand. “I enjoyed tying my shoes one more time. Everything 


was the last time.” 
I enjoyed tying my shoes one more time. 


What an earnest and insightful thing to say. ’m not sure anyone in 
golf is sophisticated and accomplished enough to serve as a doppel- 
ganger for Fed, but certainly I find it easiest to see the shoe fitting on 
golf's most accomplished four-time major winner. 

The majors, where we have to end I suppose. Winning St. Andrews 
would have been almost too on the nose. Too fairy tale. It wouldn’t 
have afforded him one last opportunity for grace. 

Rory said at the end of the season that he called Cam two days after 
The Open to congratulate him and to talk LIV. Just two days after he 


put an arrow into the one that Rory wanted most. 
Then they played together at the Tour Championship. 


“It was business as usual; Cam and I get on really well and we 
always have,’ McIlroy said about the day. “Again, no matter 
what decisions are made or what choices are made by anyone, 
it doesn’t make them a bad person. Does it make me disagree 
with them? Of course it does. But I disagree with a lot of 
people that I like and love. If anything, he’s a really good guy 
to play with because he plays pretty quick, and he has a nice 


rhythm. So it’s a nice pairing.” 


In a world that is often so devoid of grace, and increasingly so over 


the last several years, that was quite a thing to hear. 


500. Can't see Tiger and Phil doing that under the big oak tree someday! 
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I don’t know where we go from here. I don’t know what 2023 holds 
ot whether Rory stays at four. What I do know is that Rory is and has 
always been one of the most enjoyable athletes in the world to watch. 
If grace had a move at the ball and a hop and skip into the next one, 
it would be his. Ease and suppleness of movement. The words, and 
the way he’s led with them, are grace, too. Consideration, kindness, 


and clemency. 


There have surely been better talkers than Rory, and there have 
certainly been better players. But in the history of this insane sport, 
it would be extraordinarily difficult to find very many guys who have 


been more graceful at doing both. 


